
The LOVE
of  the
LONGRIFLE

HUNTING the
PRARIE WOLF

shooting 
cap-lock

revolvers

The Second Amendment A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, 
the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.

Official Publication of the NMLRA Since 1939

January 2018$5.00

MAKING & FITTING 
MUZZLE CAPS

PART THREE

MUZZLELOADING AFIELD: 
FIVE GREAT PUBLIC LAND HUNTS  p. 20

NMLRA 2018
Board of director's nominees

Volume 79 – No. 5



USA SALES ONLY. FOR FOREIGN SALES CONTACT YOUR DISTRIBUTOR.

Lead-Free/Non-Lead Muzzleloading Projectile: less than 1% Lead by weight

.50 caliber saboted bullet for use in replica/modern/traditional-sytle muzzleloaders  
with non-removable breech plugs as well as in-lines

The Ecoslug ML-NRBP 
Bullet 

BENEFITS
• Non-lead, approved for use in California’s Non-Lead hunting areas.

• Light Weight at 177 grains (same as .490 lead ball). Low Recoil, High Muzzle Velocity.

• Controlled expansion with 100% weight retention (in Perma-Gel® tests).

• No lead fragments in your game meat. 

• No concerns with lead cleanup/mitigation issues on your shooting range. 

• $14.99 for pack of 10 bullets (special extraction tool included). Free Shipping.*

A Non-Lead
ECOlogical SLUG
Especially made for MuzzleLoaders with

Non-Removable Breech Plugs 

Using lead-free bullets in muzzleloaders with non-removable breechplugs presents a problem in the event that a bullet gets stuck in the 
barrel. You can’t use a lead ball puller, and a CO2 ball discharger will not always work with saboted bullets since a gas seal is not created 
until they’re fired. The Ecoslug ML NRBP has a feature where it can be removed from the barrel with the included extraction tool (fits 
on ramrods with 10-32 threaded tip). The Ecoslug ML-NRBP works best in muzzleloaders with fast twist barrels between 1:28 and 1:48 
twist. It is not recommended for use in patched round ball barrels with a slow twist and deep rifling.

U.S. Patent 8,171,852 & 8,438,767
* Please allow up to 3 weeks for delivery.

The Ecoslug ML-NRBP 
 in Sabot 

Ecoslug ML-NRBP 
Recovered from Perma-Gel ® 

Ballistic Gelatin

For more info & ordering visit  
our website 

www.eco-slug.com
P-Bar Co. LLC (440) 238-6050 

THE ECOSLUG® ML - NRBP
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Muzzle Blasts Statement
Muzzle Blasts is your membership magazine included in the annual 
membership fee of $40. Material content of the publication relates 
only to the muzzleloading guns, accoutrements, and historical data 
of that particular era. Because of the diversified approach to muzzle-
loading guns, Muzzle Blasts is not responsible for opinions expressed 
by its writers, and is not responsible for mishaps of any nature that 
might occur from use of published data or from recommendations 
by any member of the staff.
Advertising appearing in this magazine relates to the muzzleloading 
era and appears purely on a non-endorsement basis by either the 
National Muzzle Loading Rifle Assn. or Muzzle Blasts.
The Muzzle Blasts editor has the right to refuse advertising for any 
reason whatsoever.
For information on submitting articles, advertising rates, magazine 
mechanicals, and so forth, send for free brochure to NMLRA, P.O. 
Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021, or call (812) 667-5131.
Membership fees are explained on the Association Affairs pages in 
this issue; $40 is the one-year membership fee for 2018.
2018 Copyright © National Muzzle Loading Rifle Associa-
tion, Friendship, Indiana, 47021 USA.

Muzzle Blasts (ISSN-0027-5360) is published monthly by the National 
Muzzle Loading Rifle Association, Maxine Moss Drive, Friendship, 
IN 47021. Rate of membership is $40 per year. Periodicals postage 
paid at Friendship, Indiana, and additional mailing offices. POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Muzzle Blasts, P.O. Box 67, 
Friendship, IN 47021-0067.
CAUTION: All technical data in this publication, especially for load-
ing, reflect the limited experience of individuals using specific tools, 
products, equipment, and components under specific conditions and 
circumstances not necessarily reported in the article and over which 
the National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association (NMLRA) has no 
control. The data have not otherwise been tested or verified by the 
NMLRA. The NMLRA, its agents, officers, and employees accept 
no responsibility for the results obtained by persons using such data 
and disclaim all liability for any consequential injuries or damages.
No advertised item is intended for sale in those states or in those areas 
where local restrictions may limit or prohibit the purchase, carrying, 

or use of certain items. Check local laws before purchasing. 
Mention of a product or service in advertisements or text 
does not necessarily mean that it has been tested or approved 
by the NMLRA.

Cover Photo Credit: Painting by Andrew Knez, Jr., titled "Trapper"

Happy New Year!

EDITOR’S LETTER
Lee A. Larkin

Editor
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Happy New Year! Can you believe it is 2018? It has been just over a year since Muzzle Blasts 
went full color. Time does indeed fly. At-any-rate, I hope you are wintering well and getting 
your seasonal projects done. 

This month’s issue of Muzzle Blasts has an assortment of terrific, useful articles that I hope 
you will find interesting. Patrick Cameron tries to put in words why the longrifle and 
muzzleloading has such a pull on him in his article, “The Magic of the Longrifle”; Fred 
Schindler gives us insiBODY COPes to shoot a caplock revolver well, in “Shooting Caplock 
Revolvers”; Fred Stutzenberger finishes his three-part series on “Making and Fitting Muzzle 
Caps”; Klint Macro tells us about becoming a Certified NRA/MNLRA Muzzleloading 
Instructor in “Stepping Up and Passing It On: How to Become an NRA/NMLRA Certified 
Muzzleloader Instructor”; and Daniel Suchocki gives us another great deer hunting story with 
“The First Sacrament of the Church of Rick and Dan.”

Our regular columns, not to be forgotten, include some terrific writers: Jim Whisker, on 
gunmaker “William Bodenheimer”; The Bevel Brothers, tell us about a do it yourself project 
in “Make It Yourself”; John Curry continues part three of his “Cumberland Chronicles”; 
Doug Zaffino breaks down some of the rules that every shooter should be aware of at an 
NMLRA match in “Charter Club Chatter”; Alan Garbers gives us two fun reads with “Web 
Blasts” and “Junior Blasts”; Jim Fulmer, in “Beyond Friendship,” shares his insights into 
putting on a large match: the volunteers needed, finding sponsors and prizes, and lots more; 
Al Raychard, discusses hunting on public land in “Muzzleloading Afield”; and Linda Fulmer 
cooks up another recipe to try around the camp fire.

It’s all good, informative reading my friends. Until next month: Keep your powder dry and an 
eye on your back trail.  
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of Concern to the Membership

Association Affairs

NMLRA Memberships–Visa, M/C & Discover Accepted
Annual Membership $40. 3-Year Membership $115; 5-Year Membership $185. Includes monthly 
publication and all membership privileges.
Annual Family Membership $53. ($63 Foreign) Valid for parents and children under the age of eighteen 
(18), living at the same address. Each member has all membership privileges except the Family Member-
ship is entitled to one vote, one copy of the monthly publication, and adults only may rent campsites.
Annual Junior Membership $15. Valid for persons under the age of 18. Date of birth required. Includes 
all membership privileges except for voting and camping. Will receive Muzzle Blasts each month. 
Golden Guardian Annual Membership $140. Includes monthly publication, membership privileges, 
and $100 is tax deductible.
Canadian and Overseas Annual Memberships $50. 3-Year Membership $145. 5-Year Membership 
$235.
Associate Annual Membership $14.50. 3-Year Associate Membership $39. 5-Year Associate Membership 
$65. Includes all membership privileges except receiving Muzzle Blasts. An Associate Member must be in the 
immediate family (spouse and all minor children) of an NMLRA member.

NMLRA Business Membership
Annual Business Membership $250. Includes monthly publication and membership privileges, the 
use of the NMLRA business member logo, advertising and exhibit discounts, and the exclusive right to 
rent the direct mail list.
NMLRA Life Memberships–Visa, M/C & Discover Accepted
Endowment Life – $1000. Payment plan of $200 down and $80 quarterly until balance is paid in full.
Patron Life – $1200. Payment plan of $200 down and $80 quarterly until balance is paid in full.
Benefactor Life – $1,500. Payment plan of $200 down and $80 quarterly until balance is paid in full.
Associate Life – $300. To be paid in one payment. Full membership required by another family member, 
same rules apply as regular Associate Membership.
Senior Life – $500. To be paid in one payment. Must be 62 or older to qualify.
10 Year+ Life – $500. To be paid in one payment. Must have paid regular adult dues for 10 or more 
consecutive years. Subject to verification from NMLRA office.
Send membership information to the NMLRA Office listed above. Phone (812) 667-5131—For 
memberships only (800) 745-1493.

NMLRA Office Staff – (812) 667-5131 (phone extensions listed)
Accounting Manager — Joan Rohrig, ext. 227; jrohrig@nmlra.org
Accounting Assistant — Dianna Smith, ext. 225; dsmith@nmlra.org
Advertising and Muzzle Blasts Secretary — Lindsey Brown, ext. 231; lbrown@nmlra.org
Maintenance Supervisor — Dan Thomas
Charter Clubs, Membership and Education Secretary — Lora Parks, ext. 224; lparks@nmlra.org
Merchandise Clerk, Commercial Row Secretary — Lindsey Nelson, ext. 232; lnelson@nmlra.org 
Longhunter Program Director, Field Rep Secretary — Joyce Vogel, ext. 221; jvogel@nmlra.org
Secretary and Camping Coordinator — Brenda Hooton, ext. 223; nmlra@nmlra.org

NMLRA Officers and 
Executive Committee
President—
Joe Hill
25792 Bright Leaf Drive, West Harri-
son, IN 47060 • (513) 678-5550
president@nmlra.org

Vice President—
Brent Steele
714 Leatherwood Rd, Bedford, IN 
47421 • (812) 276-3326
vicepresident@nmlra.org

Secretary—
Colton Fleetwood
10207 N. St. Rd. 135, Vallonia, IN 
47281 • (812) 968-9120
secretary@nmlra.org

Treasurer—
Mike Yazel
P.O. Box 492, Mentone, IN 46539
(574) 551-7687
treasurer@nmlra.org

NMLRA Office
P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021 
phone (812) 667-5131
fax (812) 667-5136
nmlra@nmlra.org

NMLRA Platform
As an association founded upon our heritage of early American firearms, we declare our support of 

the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.
We are dedicated to:

 1. The understanding of, and the ability in, marksmanship with early American muzzleloading guns.
 2. Match promotion for the purpose of advancing fine accuracy with these arms and the establishment 
of standard practices for competition.
 3. The recognition and support for the continuing and growing interest in the added challenge of 
hunting with a muzzleloading gun.
 4. Greater safety with all guns, especially with muzzleloading rifles, pistols, and shotguns.
 5. The collecting, preservation, and recreation of antique guns and related accoutrements, and the 
recognition of the value of living history re-enactments.

NMLRA Mission Statement
The National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association exists to promote, support, nurture, and 

preserve NMLRA’s and our nation’s rich historical heritage in the sport of muzzleloading through 
recreational, educational, historical, and cultural venues such as match competition, hunting, gun 
making and safety, historical re-enactments, exhibits, museums, libraries, and other related programs

Directors
Terms Ending 2018

Clifford (Ted) Blackwell ........ Beech Grove, IN

David DeLong  ...................Round Pond, ME

Adina Cloud .................................... Paoli, IN

Joe Hill  ..............................West Harrison, IN

Colton Fleetwood ....................... Vallonia, IN

John (Digger) Kemple  ..................... Paoli, IN

Mike Yazel  .................................Mentone, IN

Terms Ending 2019

Dana Dore  ..........................Chino Valley, AZ

Alan Shourds  ............................. Chrisney, IN

Rebecca Waterman  ............New Bremen, OH

Brent Steele  .................................Bedford, IN

Andy Larson  ..............................Houston, TX

Alliey Nunn  ......................... Indianapolis, IN

Roger Spurgeon  .................... Indianapolis, IN

Terms Ending 2020

William (Bill) Foy Jr. ...................Marion, OH

Alan Hoeweler ........................Cincinnati, OH

Jeff Cunningham .............................. Paoli, IN

Marty Murphy .............................. Xenia, OH

Karen Latta ...................................... Amo, IN

Mike Weissmann .........................Batavia, OH

Michael Eder ......................... Indianapolis, IN

Our heritage...freedom...love of country...personal liberty...
these are words that stir the hearts of all patriotic Americans.

Help preserve these and other truly American ideals by becoming an NMLRA Golden Guardian. This NMLRA annual membership 
is designed to preserve our common tradition and to promote the welfare of our unique heritage. Golden Guardians receive a 
special membership card, a Golden Guardian window decal, and a certificate of merit from the association. Members also 
receive the satisfaction that they’re serving future generations of muzzleloading enthusiasts by keeping our traditions alive. 
Visit www.nmlra.org or call the NMLRA office at 812-667-5131 to sign up today!

GoldenGolden
GuardianGuardian

JOHN WILEY
THOMAS CAIN

 CHARLES SEYMOUR
WILLIAM NAGY

New NMLRA Business Members
NRA WHITTINGTON CENTER - RATON

Newest NMLRA 
Life Members

Newest NMLRA
Life Members

You may now become a Life Member at a discounted  
rate if you are 62 or older or have been a member for  

10 or more consecutive years (must be verified by the office).

ARTHUR FLEENER
JIM MILLER

DAVID LEHMAN
TERRILL M. AITKEN
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Contemporary ARTISANS

Log Cabin Shop

Visit our 10, 000 square foot Store, Museum, Classroom and 
Muzzle Loading Target Range. 

Muzzle loading guns, Components, Parts, 
Supplies, Service & Repairs

www.logcabinshop.com * logcabin@logcabinshop.com
330.948.1082 

8010 Lafayette Rd., P.O. Box 275 Lodi, Ohio 44254
NEW Catalog No. 49 still just $5.00 

62” Padded Gun Case$29.95 ea. 3 or more $25.95 ea. (Part No. 375800)

muzzle loader ad.indd   1 11/16/2016   2:43:05 PM

Randy Grunkemeyer (812) 934-6412
14094 N. Co. Rd 600 E., Batesville, IN 47006

grunkrsj@frontier.com
rggunsmithing.com

To place your ad on our

CONTEMPORARY ARTISANS PAGE,
or any other page, contact us at:

(812) 667-5131 OR E-MAIL
Lbrown@nmlra.org
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Dear Editor,
I run two local muzzleloading matches a 
month and some times three. We shoot 
most matches offhand. Rifle matches are 
generally 25 shots and pistol 20. We have 
had people with muzzleloaders down and 
brought their inline instead. They shot 
open sight and patched round ball (no 
sabots). No one had a problem with this. 
We want people to shoot not stay at home. 
We have many caplock (60%) and flintlock 
(40%) shooters. We cannot truly run 
matches without bodies. I welcome anyone 
who wants to shoot as long as it is patched 
round ball and open sights. That’s the way 
we look at it. 

Respectfully,

Gary Grabowsky

Dear Editor,
For the last several months I have been 
reading the letters to you that were pub-
lished concerning the inline rifle contro-
versy.

Thank you for printing the two letters from 
Mr. Abbott and from Mr. Becker, they 
both clearly show the dilemma that we all 
are facing in our organization.

With that being said here is my opinion. 
Should we allow inline rifles into our 
organization? Sure, but not so fast. Has any 
inline rifle been used in any event that will 
be recorded in our history and discussed 
among us from now on? No, not to my 
knowledge. Has any movie been made or 
story been written that details the use of 
and romanticizes the inline muzzleloader? 
No, not to my knowledge. Has any song 
or poem been written and become famous 
about the in-line muzzleloader? No, not to 
my knowledge.

Perhaps one day these events will occur and 
someone will show up at the range with 
his great grandfather's inline rifle and he 
will, of course be welcomed. Until that and 
the other things I’ve mentioned happens, 
I agree with Mr. Abbott, let us sail on to 
weather.

Sincerely,

 Jimmy Blanks

Dear Editor
Re: Relief from Forest Vermin. Recently, 
John Curry related miserable experiences 
with ticks, red bugs, mites, and mosquitoes 
while on scouts in the forest. He offered no 
good solution. I worked in the mountains 
and swamps of the southeastern United 

States for 30 years with the Forest Service. 
In addition, I hunted and backpacked on 
a regular basis from an early age. Often 
I dealt with the above listed vermin on a 
daily basis. Towards the end of my career, 
I discovered Permethrin and bought it by 
the case for my employees. In use, one wets 
down their clothes (boots, socks, pants, 
shirt, hat, etc.) and allows it to dry. Spray-
ing is done while the clothing is not being 
worn. Tents and ground cloths can also 
be sprayed. Once dried the effects lasts for 
several washings of clothing. After drying 
it is odorless, at least to humans. Used as 
directed it is considered safe (unless you live 
in California).

Permethrin kills insects and the like that 
comes into contact with treated clothing. It 
really works. It is not to be sprayed on ex-
posed skin so a repellent with either DEET 
or Picaridin (my preference) is needed for 
that. Permethrin is available in numerous 
products and concentrations. The one de-
signed for human clothing has only 0.5% 
permethrin. Cabelas and Bass Pro Shop 
have the correct product as do many other 
sources. Be aware that not all available 
products with permethrin are designed or 
suitable for spraying clothing.

I recommended Permethrin to a friend that 
hunts South Africa with his flintlock rifles. 
He reports that the hunters that use it are 
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tick free or nearly so, while some that don’t 
use it” end up covered with ticks.”

Sincerely,

Robert Hooper

Dear Editor,
I always enjoy your column “Letter to the 
Editor” and I thought I’d write down a few 
interesting historical sites I actually got to 
visit regarding the fur trade.

This past August my family and I went to 
Wyoming to see the total eclipse. While 
there we visited The Museum of the 
Mountain Men located in Pinedale. Just 
driving around one sees historical signs 
all relating to the fur trade, for example 
where Father DeSmet gave a sermon, 
where the Astorians camped, location 
of the 1833 and 1834 rendezvous sites. 
Along the Green River, the location of Fort 
Bonneville. Driving towards Jackson Hole 
you follow the Hoback River were a lot 
of fighting and trapping took place. Once 
in Jackson Hole you drive over the Teton 
Range into Idaho and come into Pierre’s 
Hole, where the Battle of Pierre’s Hole took 
place. Driving north you follow the Snake 
River to the headwaters of Henry’s Lake 
(named for Alexander Henry). Towards the 
northeast entrance of Yellowstone Park we 
saw Clark’s Fork of the Yellowstone, Colter 
Pass, the Lamar Valley consisting of several 
herds of buffalo, elk, moose, and wildlife 
the mountain men would have seen. It was 
very impressive. We flew into Jackson Hole 
and with a rented car we did all this in nine 
days. It was lot of driving, but well worth 
it. Out West one gets to learn that if you 
want to go anywhere it’s a lot of miles, but 
the scenery is fantastic.

Sincerely, 

Marty (Scruffy) Jackel

Dear Mr. Curry,
 Your article “Tips for the Trail” in the 
current issue of Muzzle Blasts is excellent 
and informative and I appreciate your offer 
to answer further questions from readers.

Here’s a question: What do you do about 
rain? Well, actually you have access to 
modern ways of dealing with it, even if you 
have to be covert about it, so my real ques-
tion is, what did the old-timers do about 
rain? Or did they just get wet? That’s the 
impression I get from the early accounts 
I’ve read, though they're mostly depicting 
military situations (British soldiers before 
Waterloo, Taylor’s troops before Buena Vis-
ta, Ranald McKenzie’s cavalrymen when 
they were chasing Comanches, etc.). When 
was gutta percha invented?

I ask this question because I regard rain 
as a serious outdoor hazard: it’ll soak you 
and your clothes, spoil your grub, and rust 
your smokepole, also chill you to the bone. 
In fact, the coldest I’ve ever been was on a 
rainy-day deer hunt down in supposedly 
mild Georgia. I felt like an armored knight 
I had on so much in the way of warm 
clothes and good rain gear but I didn’t have 
waterproof boots or waterproof mittens. 
When my feet and hands got soaked, 
I became just generally very, very cold. 
Dangerous!

On ,  subject, I’m also curious about 
personal hygiene on your woods rambles, 
not so much your practices but those of the 
old-timers. Or did they just go dirty and 
unshaven and put up with cavities in their 
teeth?

Thank you very much ahead of time for 
your attention to these questions and I 
look forward to further installments of 
your article.

Sincerely,

Elwood White

Dear Mr. John Curry,
I enjoy your monthly column in Muzzle 
Blasts and have a request: How about 
covering some of the trail foods you and 
your buddies carry into the woods. I am 
sure that you have more than venison, 
jerky, and parched corn with your water?  
And obviously there is the game that you 
can bring in during the hunting season. 
Discussing the choices, the preparation and 

cooking of trail foods would be of interest 
to me and others, I would think. Person-
ally, if it is more than propping meat over 
a fire or boiling a potato, I dislike cooking 
in the woods. Maybe you have other ideas 
that I can adapt and learn to appreciate.

Sincerely, 

John Jeffrey

Dear Editor,
Hello from Alaska! I look forward to 
finding Muzzle Blasts in my mail box. I 
specially enjoy Mr. John Curry’s interesting 
and informative articles. After reading Oc-
tober’s issue, “tips for the trail, procurement 
of water” I would like to add my thoughts 
as it may make for a good campfire debate. 
During my service in the Marines I was 
called on to give survival instructions. I 
have also offered classes here in Alaska. So! 
How long should we boil water? Informa-
tion from the World Health Organization 
claims that when water reaches 160 F, all 
pathogens will be killed in 30 minutes. At 
185 F pathogens are killed in a few min-
utes. My thoughts have always been, 30 
mins. at 160 F, 3 min. at 185 F, instant at 
212 F. Since water boils at 212 F, Boiling is 
our thermometer. It tells us that our water 
is now 212 degrees F. And all protozoa, 
bacteria, and viruses are dead. In my opin-
ion, after water comes to a boil, continued 
boiling is a waste of resources. Remember, 
Mr. Curry pointed out that boiling will not 
eliminate chemicals, pesticides, and her-
bicides. I carry a katadyn filter. Can’t wait 
to try and char some punk wood like Mr. 
Curry suggests. Thanks for the tip John. 
Shoot sharp’s the word!

Sincerely,

Ken Rezendes  

We want to hear 
from you!

Submit your letter to 
the editor by mailing to: 
NMLRA Letter to the Editor

PO Box 67
Friendship, IN 47021
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NMLRA 2018 Board o f Directors Nominees
Clifford “Ted” Blackwell
235 N. 25th Ave., 
Beech Grove, IN 46107
317-450-0322
ctb7071@sbcglobal.net

My background is: Nine years of 
military service. Retired Civil Ser-
vice. Thirty four years Law En-
forcement Officer. Ten Years Chief 
of Security and four years Opera-
tion Manager for private security 
company. I am currently a NML-
RA Board Member. I have been a 
member of the NMLRA for approximately 11 years. During 
this time, I have been certified as a Range Officer, Instructor for 
Hunter Education, Muzzle Loading for beginners, and Instruc-
tor Training. I am currently a member of the NRA and became 
a Free Mason in August of this year. I had the privilege of go-
ing to the Western National where I helped as Range Officer. 
I am Chairman of the Pittman-Robertson Committee. I know 
this is a great organization and we need to continue to make it 
so. I want to see our Headquarters look like a Headquarters. I 
believe this will not only draw new members, but more new 
vendors. I support the NMLRA as a whole, not one or two 
disciplines, but all. That is what makes this so great. If I am 
re-elected, I will continue to do whatever I can to support and 
see the NMLRA grow. 

Richard Crabtree Jr.
1111 Webertown Rd, 
Lynchburg, OH 45142
937-509-7817
ctree1763@aol.com

My name is Richard Crabtree, Jr. I 
have been a member of the NML-
RA since the 1980’s. I have been in 
the Armory on The Walter Cline 
Range, in Friendship IN, for 30 
years, repairing members and com-
petitors guns. I am also a range offi-
cer. Many weekends throughout the year, my family and I can 
be found in Friendship, camping and shooting. I would appre-
ciate your support for Director. I want to do my part in keeping 
our association strong for future generations and I will do my 
best to further our sport and grow the NMLRA membership.

David Delong
263 Elliott Hill Rd, 
Round Pond, ME 04564
207-677-2351
dhdelong@tidewater.net

My name is David DeLong and 
my wife and I live in Round Pond, 
Maine. I have been interested in 
history and muzzleloading since 
the national celebrations of 1976. 
This started as re-enacting with a 
Brown Bess and has grown into 
competitive shooting on a National level. Shooting offhand, 
chunk, bench, and slug gun has kept me interested for a lot of 
years. I am a National Certified Range Officer and I teach oth-
ers to be the same. I have NRA/NMLRA instructor status and 
just enjoy being part of the NMLRA. I have been a NMLRA 
Director because of my strong interest in keeping this organiza-
tion going and I would appreciate your vote to allow me to con-
tinue to support our organization into the future. Thank you.

Colton Fleetwood
10207 N State Road 135, 
Vallonia, IN 47287
812-968-9120 
secretary@nmlra.org
The last 3 years have flown by and 
I can’t believe it is time for me to be 
writing this bio again! It has been 
an honor to serve as your Secretary 
for the last year and a half and I 
look forward to this coming year 
as the Board continues to improve 
the NMLRA. My first venture to 
Friendship came 10 years ago and the last decade has been an 
amazing journey for me. Since that time, I have been able to 
share experiences with members from around the world and 
it is truly humbling. The Board is working hard to better your 
membership experience and I will continue with my dedication 
and passion for the NMLRA, as I did in my first term as a Di-
rector. I want to see the NMLRA last for generations and I want 
the opportunity to share this wonderful organization with my 
children and grandchildren! I feel a sense of duty and responsi-
bility to impart the NMLRA with my time as this organization 
has given me so much and that is why I serve and will to con-
tinue to serve. We are just beginning on this journey of revital-
izing the NMLRA and I hope I will show your confidence in its 
leadership with your vote. Thank you all and God Bless!
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NMLRA 2018 Board o f Directors Nominees
Joe Hill
25792 Bright Leaf Dr.,
West Harrison, IN 47060
513-678-5550
president@nmlra.org

I’d like to start off by telling you all 
a little about myself. My first trip 
to Friendship was in the early sev-
enties with my grandfather to visit 
my dad who was working with my 
uncle in the Sheep shed, then in 
1983 I joined the United States Navy as a equipment operator 
in the Seabees. In 1998 I started a commercial cleaning business 
which I still have today. I was voted to the Board of Directors 
as the result of a former board member resigning, I was elected 
president in my first board meeting, and I can tell you that was 
completely by surprise. The first thing I wanted to get done was 
the magazine, then take a close look at how our business runs. 
I have made a lot of changes in the last year and I am far from 
done. I want to continue to improve services for members and 
my number one priority is to grow membership. There will also 
be a lot of improvements to our facility facing us in the very 
near future, I want to make sure these are done properly and 
efficiently. I was recently re-elected by the Board of Directors to 
a second term. It has been my pleasure to serve with this board 
of directors and I ask for your vote so we can finish what we’ve 
started and make sure that this organization lives for genera-
tions to come.

Cal Merritt
7620 West US Highway 40, 
Coatesville, IN 46121
317-539-7967
calmerritt@yahoo.com

I am an endowment life member of 
the NMLRA and a life member of 
the NRA. I started making a trip to 
Friendship about a dozen years ago 
in June and it was not long before 
I found myself there three or four 
times a year. It became apparent to me escape was never going 
to be possible and I would be returning to Friendship forever. 
I became 1 of 1000 member # 472. Last year I stopped by 
the 1 of 1000 display and remarked to Bob Copner who is 
running the 1 of 1000 program how much I liked Friendship. 
To me it was not an ordinary historical landmark. Rather than 
just looking at it you become part of the history.  He corrected 

me stating “It is not just a historical landmark, it is a national 
treasure”. His remark struck me with considerable force and I 
found my way here to this election to seek a chance to protect 
my favorite and most important national treasure – the NML-
RA and Friendship. If you want to know more about me see 
MB May 2016, page 31. 

Rick Weber
902 Thurmer Cir, 
Lenoir City, TN 37772
865-216-6357
ricksweber@gmail.com

I attended my 1st event at Friend-
ship in the fall of 1990 and have not 
missed a June or September match 
since. I’ve shot, Long Range, Skeet, 
Sporting Clays, Double Rifle, Run-
ning bore and some other events – I just like Muzzleloaders and 
everything that goes along with them, especially the people. I 
continue to support muzzle loading as I’ve held 30 matches for 
over 2 decades at my local range in Oak Ridge, TN, you may 
have read some of the match reports in MB. I work hard to run 
a very organized match. I am a worker and not one who wishes 
to be on the NMLRA Board of Directors for status. With this 
board appointment I hope that I can assist the NMLRA or-
ganization for 1-2 terms and continue push forward the good 
things that our organization is doing and has to offer. I would 
appreciate your vote.

Mike Yazel
P.O. Box 492, 
Mentone, IN 46539 
574-551-7687
treasurer@nmlra.org
First I would like to thank all of you 
for your past support as a member 
of the Board, as your President 
and now as your Treasurer. I have 
enjoyed doing all I can to keep the 
NMLRA on a solid fiscal footing 
while moving it forward - most re-
cently with a new magazine and many changes in our day to 
day operations. The NMLRA has many bright days ahead and 
I would appreciate your support in this election so I can help 
bring that about. As always, feel free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns regarding the Association. Thank you. 
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By John Curry

Burrowed down and 
comfortably enveloped 
within the heavy folds 

of my old Wilde blanket, 
I could just barely hear the 
quite, tranquil sound of 
lightly hushed voices and a 
sleepy, early morning sort 
of conversation.  Peeking 
out over the top edge of my 
cozy, agreeably warm, woolen 
cocoon; I saw the other 
lads were already up and at 
‘em.  Our little party having 
previously determined to get 
an early start in hopes of a 
more thorough, specifically 
detailed exploration on this 
side of the Cumberland be-
tween here and the Big Lick; 
my trail pards were especially 
desirous to get a move on.  
Directly in front of me, both 
Ron and Ken were nimbly 
hunkered down close beside 
our campfire; feeding in wrist 
sized lengths of wood, working on that first cup of hot coffee while 
straightening out their respective bedrolls and rounding up camp 
gear for our imminent departure...  “Hey!  You gonna sleep the day 
away ‘ol hoss?  Hate to have to leave you way out here for bear bait.”, 
came Ron Hansgen’s good-natured, teasing inquiry.  “No, no” I half 
whispered, “I’m up boys.  I’m up.”

Last night had been remarkably clear with a billion stars pinioned 
high overhead in the inky, blue/black sky.  Over across the river, the 
morning sun had just barely risen - perched atop that big, far-eastern 
ridgeline like a brilliant, gleaming, cannon ball.  Our early February 
dawn arrived decidedly cold and crisp with patches of light frost 
spread out here and there on the damp forest floor.  Coming out of 
my blanket and stumbling to my feet, I stomped around, shivered a 
couple of times and ambled the few steps on over toward our conge-

nial blaze to warm my bones; simultaneously snatching up my old, 
fire blackened pot.  Morning salutations and pleasantries concluded; 
down to the creek I went - for a full measure of crystal clear water and 
my own, all-important, first cup of strong, dark, bohea tea.  Shortly 
thereafter, we all slipped the short distance on up the holler to our 
cook camp for another piping hot cup or two of coffee or tea and a 
welcome bite of breakfast.

Enthusiastically discussing our plans for the day in addition to the 
likely areas we wanted to more seriously take a look at, along with our 
proposed route of travel; we wolfishly slammed down a few chunks of 
venison jerky plus three or four handfuls of parched corn apiece and 
the last bit of ship’s bread.  Half an hour or so later… dismantling 
our fine cook camp with careful attention being given to extinguish-
ing as well as obscuring all   traces of its tiny, energetically dancing 

PART THREE

Photo: John Curry
Break of dawn and my long time trail pardner, Ron Hansgen makes ready to head out.
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fire; we reckoned it was high time to get on back down to our main 
encampment and do the same.  Driven by the seductive promise 
of this day’s grand adventure, our magnificent rockhouse shelter 
was cleaned up and secured in the blink of 
an eye.  Previous night’s sleeping pallets of 
rhododendron, laurel and hemlock, as well as 
Ken’s impressive bed made from nothing but 
huge sections of three/four inch thick moss 
were pulled apart to the best of our ability and 
scattered to the four winds.  That wonder-
ful council fire which had served us so well 
during these past few days was methodically 
drenched, employing great quantities of water 
from the little stream below with those husky, 
individual stones at its robust, rock-lined pit 
being replaced pretty much precisely on top 
of where they’d initially came.  Pots, cups, etc. 
were scrubbed clean and washed up at the 
rowdy little creek as well; having all blankets 
and accouterments subsequently packed away, 
hoppused up and ready for the trail.

One final look around…  One last, respectful, admiring glance at our 
extraordinary, eons old, living quarters and we were gone - disappear-
ing like so many ghosts.  Back up on our barely detectable trace once 
again; hugging a narrow bench of land which roughly paralleled the 
northern side of our steep-walled holler; Ken Hill steered us along in 
an ever-descending sequence of doe trails, plunging down and down 
off that massive, western ridge and directly toward the Cumberland.  
Coming into the big river’s broad, expansive flood plain, the Nathan 
McClure Trail did us like it had on so many other occasions and 
just simply “vanished”… with no clue as to which way it went.  The 
rather substantial flood plain through this section of the upper Cum-
berland region although heavily forested, is (for southeast Kentucky 
at any rate) a gently rolling to moderately level environment wherein 
a person or animal is allowed to roam freely and unencumbered 
through any part of it he wishes.  Accordingly, such an uncluttered 
and exceedingly accommodating type woods creates virtually no need 
for a conventional path.  Now this is all very nice in that a hunter, 
or a horseman, or a buffalo, or an elk, etc., have the ability to ramble 
along on any one of a dozen different, fragmentary, underdeveloped, 
meandering little animal traces/open spots/rabbit-runs they might 
prefer – taking any course they choose.  Those bottoms were full 
of ‘em.  The flip side of that coin however:  You better darned well 
know where you’re going because there is in fact, no “one real trail” to 
physically lead you there.

With a plethora of these bewilderingly disconnected, half-hidden 
pathways twisting and wandering around in all directions - com-
ing out of nowhere and heading straight into nothing - we most 
commonly elected to hang in as close by the river as we could… 
proceeding upstream; diligently hugging its northern bank when-
ever conditions would allow.  This was actually pretty darned easy; 
affording us a more or less perpetual, uninterrupted display of 
majestic, sweeping, views.  We all felt so very fortunate.  It’s a rare 
thing when you encounter such an important, well known, heavily 
used waterway as Cumberland River and yet discover virtually no 

 Photo: Ron Hansgen.
“Journeying upriver with the ancient Cumberland being our constant companion; 
we were privileged to glimpse those exact same sights, vistas and panoramas 
witnessed by original longhunters from 260 years earlier!”

Photo: John Curry
Ken Hill pilots us down off our big western ridge and straight 
into the valley of the Cumberland.
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modern-day corruption whatsoever.  No roads, no houses, no barns, 
no bridges, no boat docks, no fields, no powerlines, no fencing, no 
anything!  Nothing but a deep, endless, virginal looking forest on 
both sides of the river – as far as the eye was able to see.  And indeed, 
what we saw – the wilderness we wandered through and existed 
within, appeared essentially to be left just the way God had created 
it.  This (as you might imagine) was a concept which most commonly 
kept us rather silent and somewhat lost in thought for great lengths 
of time.  Journeying upriver with the ancient Cumberland being our 
constant companion; we were privileged to glimpse those exact same 
sights, vistas and panoramas witnessed by original longhunters from 
260 years earlier!  James Knox, Isaac Lindsay, Henry Skaggs, Elisha 
Walden, Daniel Boone, Casper Mansker…  Hard to imagine, huh?

I suppose I’ve become rather spoiled ever since having discovered the 
Nathan McClure Trail on an old, worn out, dog eared, topographical 
map some four or five years ago.  Whenever I either want or for some 
reason, need an immense, unspoiled, ultra-primitive area that not 
only looks like it could have been used by a longhunter or two but 
truly was used, literally by company after company after company of 
classic, well-known, post-French & Indian War era longhunting par-
ties - this is where I come.  If you (like me), have a fervent, relentless 
fascination… an irrepressible desire to better understand and/or more 
accurately recreate that amazing segment of our country’s far-western 
frontier, well then – your options upon the Nathan McClure Trail are 
nigh on to unlimited.  Do a paltry minimum of research with regard 
to your favorite company…  Get a grip on any of their more serious, 
extended hunts…  Ninety percent of the time, you’ll find them 
running their game somewhere out along the upper Cumberland or 
the lower Rockcastle.  And here’s the beauty of it all:  you can still go 
there yet today!  Nobodies like us are allowed free range, unlimited 
usage of that vast, entire region.  Plus, since it sits deep in the guts 
of the federally protected, Daniel Boone National Forest - it appears 
in our time, for all intents and purposes, as it did during those two, 
exceptionally action packed decades prior to the American Revolu-
tion…  Just exactly when our boys were out there a doin’ there thang.

Having that vague, wispy perception of this singularly remarkable ter-
ritory’s undeniable, “longhunter connection” has always sort of driven 
me to soak up, examine and otherwise become intimately acquainted 
with as much of  its geography/characteristics/natural features, etc. 
as I can.  Especially whenever I’m fortunate enough to be out here 
on the old Cumberland or else further up along the Rockcastle.  
Inescapably reminiscent of those who were here a full two and a half 
centuries earlier - my trail pardners and I are always ready to explore.

Following our dearly beloved river upstream into the north and east; 
we came upon a handsome, virginal looking gap carved within that 
towering, formidable ridge looming a mere fifty yards to our imme-
diate west.  A never-ending ridge which had (up to now), become 
our incessant, unshakeable, stonily clad, closest friend and associate.  
We’d spied this alluring holler (relatively flat bottomed, maturely 
timbered and seductively drifting off into the west), a couple of days 
ago on our way in.  Nevertheless the situation being what it was, 

with a good station camp needing to be established and having in 
truth, no time to waste, we rather reluctantly elected to pass it on 
by...  Well, we had the time now.  And surmising this beautiful, 
scenic, gaping cleft in the ridge could most certainly have captured 
the attention of any one of a hundred different, original longhunters, 
we were compelled to venture on in and take a fairly hard-nosed, 
comprehensive look-around.

Cautiously… attentively ranging up through that sheer sided, heavily 
forested hollar at a ninety degree angle; straightaway from the Cum-
berland - its spacious, picturesque landscape appeared almost pre-Co-
lumbian.  Nothing but animal sign.  No apparent human intrusion, 
no footprints, not even a spent shotgun shell tarnished this perfectly 
unforgettable expanse.  Shallow, slender rocky ledges scattered here 
and there amid the valley walls promised dry, comfortable shelter 
against the rain and snow for maybe one or two hardy woodsmen.  
Farther up along the northern ridge; a large, hollow sycamore implied 
the same.  Smallish, usable, free-flowing springs strewn about.  
Massive, ancient, vine and tree covered, rock-faced outcroppings 
burst forth high and low - straight up through the ground, presenting 
many wondrous, fantastic shapes and appearances.

Some time of this and our splendid little hollar very gradually, by 
degrees began to rise upward, becoming shallower and shallower; 
eventually playing out altogether as it tirelessly crept toward that 
soaring, western skyline.  At maybe a hefty, quarter mile:  Not quite 
so extensive a glen as we might have wished - but nonetheless, one 
of the gentlest, easiest routes up to the great ridge’s crest we’d found 
to date.  Hah!  Now here’s the way you want to get up on that big ‘ol 
bluff, boys…  Live and learn I reckon.

Tracing the brow of this ridge, it seemed as though the deep-seated, 
elemental personality of our forest was ever so slightly (how should 
I say), “transformed”.  Lower down, there in the bottoms and closer 
to the river - a variety of traumatic, amazingly violent things can 
happen.  With an ominous regularity, the Cumberland rises up far 
over its banks into that enormously broad floodplain; looking more 
like the dagone Atlantic Ocean than southeast Kentucky!  A lot of 
real estate can get seriously rearranged in a matter of days or even 
hours.  Bends get straightened, banks get flattened.  Colossal log 
jams weighing many tons wind up a full, 150 yards away from the 
water’s normal edge and formerly drifting, floating, leaf piles come to 
rest suspended thirty feet up in the surrounding tree-limbs.  Whew!  
Nothing ever stays the same down on the volatile, unruly Cumber-
land’s adjoining basin.

Way up here in the highlands however, everything is considerably 
older.  These hills, these mountains and ridges have been here for 
millions of years; essentially unchanged from the dawn of time.  The 
wind comes, the rains come, the seasons come and go, but the forest 

Photo: Ron Hansgen
RIGHT: This magnificent, virginal looking, heretofore unexplored 
valley leading off into the west… irresistibly calls our names. 
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and its primordial topography 
remain.  Barn sized boulders and 
stony, perpendicular outcroppings 
line these rugged slopes.  Numerous 
rockhouses and rocky overhangs of 
different shapes and sizes present 
themselves, amiably sequestered 
all along that solid limestone, 
fortress-like barrier which so indis-
putably delineates the uppermost 
pinnacle of our ridge – appearing 
pretty much as they no doubt have 
for millennia.   Traveling in such a 
manner, from the very water’s edge 
to the summit of our lofty, adjacent 
ridgeline; this visibly conspicuous, 
natural transformation is always a 
rather fascinating experience.

Ever pressing into the east; high 
above and parallel to the river, our 
heretofore easily traversable ridge 
abruptly began its craggy, irregular, 
convoluted plunge toward the bot-
tomlands stretching out far below 
us.  This northeastern most point 
of the bluff being at the time, our 
most feasible, user-friendly route of 
passage… off that gigantic ridgetop 
and back down toward the Cum-
berland we strode.  Taking each step 
with a degree of caution and more 
or less planning every move we now 
made; our path became a steep and tolerably challenging one to say 
the least.  Smooth soled moccasins slipped, slid and skidded amidst 
a continuous, greasy slick carpet of dense, popcorn dry leaves.  Our 
angle of descent becoming more and more severe the further down 
we passed, we were eventually obliged to walk sideways, continually 
sticking the same leg forward and down; digging both moccasins in 
as best we could at the highpoint of their up-hill edge for maximum 
traction.  Reaching out to grab a young, limber sapling, a conve-
niently positioned grapevine or maybe a handful of scrawny branches 
from some unsuspecting bush in the one hand to better stabilize our 
ungainly, downward movements while carrying a flintlock rifle tightly 
clutched in the other; our rate of travel was (as you might imagine) 
unavoidably slow but steady, encountering no appreciable catastro-
phes.  Notwithstanding, the basic law of gravity was quite obviously, 
no longer our friend.

Eventually deposited at the foot of that long, twisting ridge – all in 
one piece with the whole of our gear still intact and no broken bones; 
we came to a small, yet swiftly coursing, glittery clear brook mean-
dering for maybe a hundred yards or so, directly toward the river.  
Pursuing this lively, pristine little run for that short distance through 

the hazily illuminated bottoms, 
we soon found ourselves standing 
once again upon comparatively 
familiar (not to mention com-
paratively level) ground.  Our 
feet now planted squarely in the 
middle of an ethereal, indistinct, 
seldom used, suggestion of a 
doe-path which was supposed 
to pass as the Nathan McClure 
Trail…  Here we paused for a 
minute or three, very nearby the 
Cumberland’s somewhat elevated, 
northwestern bank, to catch our 
breath, collect our thoughts and 
formulate the remainder of our 
homeward bound journey.

Reflecting on our informative, 
spur-of-the-moment scout - with 
the trace discarded and into 
the depths of that absolutely 
charming hollar, thence further 
upward along the great western 
ridge:  this was to my company’s 
way of thinking, a valuable and 
logical extension of our overall, 
general, 1764/Elisha Walden 
scenario...  None of us had ever 
laid eyes, either on that mysteri-
ous, subtly beckoning hollar or 
the high country up above.  Fact 
of the matter was, Capt’n Walden 

wanted a geography lesson on the local terrain and by thunder, we 
were bound and determined to give it to him.

Making our way into the east and back upstream, the old trace 
tenaciously hugged the ancient river’s gently undulating, northern 
bank.  Great, extended swaths of lush, fully leafed out, surprisingly 
green, Kentucky rivercane closely followed the Cumberland – appear-
ing every bit as verdant and luxurious in the depths of February as 
they would in the month of July.  This prodigious excess of rivercane, 
being coveted and so much beloved by deer, buffalo, elk and horses 
alike; we held little wonder our extraordinarily accommodating flood-
plain enjoyed such an overwhelming popularity amongst all those 
companies of professional, 1750’s/1760’s era longhunters.  These 
sprawling stands of cane drew in enormous herds of big-game ani-
mals, plus - hobble your horses, turn ‘em out and the cane fed them 
as well…  You gotta love a good old fashioned canebrake!

Later on that afternoon.  The sun slowly dipping toward those far-off, 
western hills and ridgelines lying yonder behind us with their huge, 
imposing shadows pointing our way home; we rounded that last 
bend.  Both the mouth of Big Lick Creek and another quarter mile 

Photo: Ron Hansgen
Squire Ken Hill carefully examines the south face of our lofty, 
western ridge, looking for a suitable way down.
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or so upriver; the broad mouth of the Rockcastle itself could plainly 
be seen issuing straight into the mighty Cumberland - all on our 
same, northwestern side.  And here my lads and lassies, our grand, 
Cumberland River odyssey sustains its inevitable conclusion.  No one 
knows for sure, but having seen and regularly trod upon this historic 
locale numerous times, I am of the opinion that Elisha Walden (not 

to mention several other highly celebrated, 1760’s era, longhunting 
companies), may well have established if nothing else, an extremely 
brief encampment right there, in between those same two waterways 
either prior to, or directly following their dealings with the Rockcas-
tle.  Per our scenario, this loosely defined area would have been the 
“rendezvous point” reuniting my little scouting company together 

with the patiently awaiting, eighteen man, Walden party.  
Additionally, our trusty “iron horses” were in fact, picketed 
at the end of that beat-up, dilapidated firetrail coming to 
its own rutted out, bumpy demise hard beside the wild and 
woolly banks of the illustrious, Big Lick - a mere 300/400 
yards distant from the ancient river’s northern bank.

2  2  2

I have visited and visited and revisited this same, magnif-
icent bend in the old Cumberland on many occasions.  
Initially headed west; returning at length into the east...  
You’d think I ought to be fairly used to it by now, wouldn’t 
you?  Nothing however, could possibly be any further from 
the truth.  Indeed, at every single occurrence in which I find 
myself here where the Rockcastle and the Big Lick gently 
drift into the Cumberland - my imagination soars, my 
thoughts catch fire and I am utterly carried away to another 
place and time.  A place and time when a scant handful of 
stalwart, courageous lads hunted and explored this bright, 
shiny-new, unblemished country - and for a fleetingly short 
while, made it their own.  

Photo: Ken Hill 
“Making our way into the east and back upstream, the old trace tenaciously 
hugged the ancient river’s gently undulating, northern bank.”  (Note the endless 
grove of Kentucky rivercane rampantly flourishing to our immediate left.)

Photo: Ken Hill 
Ken Hill’s hauntingly evocative photo spans south and east, toward the northern bank 
of the legendary Cumberland.  Traveling that outer curve of this great, elongated 
bend; one soon discovers the mouth of Big Lick Creek.  Another few hundred yards 
beyond… partially obscured by the large tree in the foreground - amid the cleft of 
those two ridges seen barely visible at the upper, right-hand horizon of this picture 
and we come to the wide, gaping mouth of Rockcastle River itself.
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Once again the dead critter dinner 
was a great success. The food was 
great, the company shady, and 
the bull got deep. Every year my 
hunting buddy Rick Merchant 
puts on a New Year’s Eve party. 
This is the last day of muzzleloader 
season and the end of all deer 
seasons in Massachusetts. The 
house was filled with hunters 
and wanna be’s. Everyone brings 
something shot in the season or a 
replacement if need be. Many of 
us bring our wives to keep track 
and make sure we don’t miss any 
part of the stories they’ve heard 
a thousand times already this 
season. The party is also where 
we continue a 12 year tradition 
called “The First Sacrament of the 
Church of Rick and Dan.” We have 
a very respectable sized rack that 
gets passed along every year. All 
you need to do to own the antlers 
for a year is shoot the biggest deer 
among our group of hunters that 
year, and get up and tell the story. 
Hearing the original story is hard 
to beat.

All this nonsense started on a Friday morning. The sun rose 
on a bright clear December day. The recent snow sparkled 
like scattered diamonds in a field of cotton, and the cold 
snow squeaked like an old rusty hinge. It was not a day for 
stalking, but it’s all we had. I have hunted this spot in town for 
decades, but it never produced like I hoped it would. My only 
companion that day was Jim Gilbert. I met him at a rendezvous 
and invited him to come up from Connecticut to hunt with us. 
We slowly stalked the area for a good part of the day and didn’t 
have much to show for our effort. What I did come up with 
was a better picture of what had been happening. We were at a 
place with a good-sized swamp on one side and a steep hill with 
a clear cut and open view on the other. Most of the time I am a 
lone hunter and wouldn’t notice a squeeze point if it hit me in 
the face - until now. 

Jim and I had just pulled multiple deer through this spot that 
was perfect for an ambush. The light came on and I finally had 
an idea. So simple: If I could put a deer here now, I bet I could 
do it again. I told my new hunting partner, “If you can hunt 
tomorrow I’ll put a deer in your lap.” And a look of disbelief 

came over his face as he looked 
at the ground. “I can’t hunt 
tomorrow, I promised the 
wife.” 

Soon after, we left the woods 
with no deer and heavy hearts. 
The next morning I was back 
with four replacements. I set 
my son, Jake, and a long time 
hunting buddy Joe in a spot to 
the left near the cut and Sean 
and Rick near the swamp and 
I headed off. Now remember, 
I had never done this before 
on purpose. I think this 
probably had worked multiple 
times, but with no one on the 
receiving end. It seems this 
was where the deer wanted 
to go. I dropped my truck off 
at another friend’s house, cut 
through his field, crossed his 
brother-in-law’s lawn, and got 
into the woods. A few hundred 
yards into the push I began a 
mental check. I made sure I 
was all set. I previously told 
everyone I wanted two shots 

at any deer - I don’t like chasing them and we had plenty of 
people. 

The push didn’t take long even though I zig-zaged my way 
through the area. The ground was filled with beds, tracks, and 
scat. Much of the sign was fresh with multiple sets of tracks 
from running deer headed in the right direction. The end 
of the push was nearly in sight when I heard Boom! Then 
another quick Boom! Two shots almost simultaneously. I’m 
very impressed someone listened; we must have a dead deer. 
Just then I saw coming back the way they went, two deer at a 
ground-eating trot at about 60 yards. My rifle butt drops into 
the crease in my shoulder, hammer drawn back to full cock, 
sights aligned, deer, and then boom! Not a great shot, but I had 
to try. My feet didn’t move until a new round was loaded and 
the prime was in place. This sounds easy now, but the snow was 
all black around my feet and I almost lost my round ball load! I 
worked my way over to look for blood or hair and I learned all I 
need to know. Nothing. 

So I headed over to see the guys and their dead deer a couple 
hundred yards away. When I got there, there was no deer! Being 

First Sacrament of the Church of Rick and Dan
By Daniel Sochocki
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thrilled about my buddies actually listening was short lived. 
It didn’t happen. What did happen was two deer came right 
through the push like they read the book - a very respectable 
buck and a doe. The buck came within 20 yards and the doe 
stopped at 50. Joe, being the adult told Jake “I’m taking the 
buck. As soon as you shoot the doe I’ll shoot the buck.” It’s 
not much of a surprise that a young hunter would miss a shot, 
but to have the second shot produce nothing was hard to take. 
We spent a good bit of time looking for blood and hair from 
both shots. After a while we found a blood trail from the buck. 
The real kicker came when Joe announced he had to leave the 
wounded buck in the woods for a precious commitment and 
my son Jake was his ride. After a brief conversation we decided 
to leave the deer alone for a bit. It was a good time to go to 
breakfast at the local diner, Heavy Evy’s, where a few of us locals 
have a breakfast named after us.

With full stomachs and some time to process the morning’s 
mishaps Rick, Sean, and I decided not to leave the buck alone. 
We headed off to the start of the blood trail. The blood was 
sparse in the beginning, but seemed to pick up as he moved. 
The snow had just enough blood to keep us on the deer. After 
staying on hard ground for most of the time, his tactics changed. 
His tracks lead into a fairly wide stream and didn’t come out. So 
we split up, Rick and Sean on one side and me on the other. We 
worked our way down stream and found the tracks wandering 
away from the flowing water; but before long the trail returned 
to the stream and tracks and blood disappeared. As the afternoon 
passed the hemlock swamp engulfed us, keeping out most of 
the available light. The land flattens and the water spreads into 
many small fingers. Along one long finger there was a ponding 
and out in the middle I saw what seemed to be a barrel or roots 
of a pulled up tree that morphed into a buck lying down in the 
water. He could not have been more than 50 feet from me. For 
the second time in one day the rifle slaps up to my shoulder, 
hammer back, sights, deer, Boom! The deer jumped part way up 
then fell back down after the report. He was right in front of me 
in the water. Rick and Sean were to my right and moved closer 
after my shot, but neither of them saw the deer, which was no 
more than 30 feet away. So instead of reloading I pointed to the 
deer right in front of us and started yelling over and over, “He’s 
right there!” 

They respond, “Where? Where?” 

While we bantered back and forth the buck was very 
cooperative. He just sat there. 

“He’s right there!” I yell. 

Rick moved even closer and saw the buck. One more flintlock 
booms and releases a possibly deadly payload with no noticeable 
results. Rick yells to Sean to move up and place the “coup de 
gras.” Boom! Finally, we had a dead deer. We pulled him out of 
the water and had a look. It was a very nice deer to say the least - 
about 165 lbs. with a tall, dark and wide rack. Beautiful! Now to 
figure out what happened? The .45 cal. round ball from the first 
shot had punctured one lung; my .54 cal. round ball was in the 
chest cavity, but not where I aimed. I’m not sure what happened 
to Rick’s shot, but the conical from Sean’s inline was obviously 
deadly. 

Once field chores were complete we began the drag. This is one 
of those times you realize why it’s called a drag. It seemed to take 
forever to get that wet buck on dry land. There was no doubt in 
our minds that the buck had to weigh near 400 lbs. in the water; 
but after dragging and dragging, we finally got him to the road, 
a truck, and then we toasted to a successful hunt!

After pictures and a butchering party everyone was happy. 
But the antlers had no home. After some thought and a long 
discussion Rick’s idea rose to the top. We all put the lead in so 
we all shared the trophy one at the same time, hence the “First 
Sacrament of the Church of Rick and Dan.” This year’s holder of 
the trophy is Matt (MOT) Boutin with a buck almost identical 
to our group’s object of highest esteem.

We hope to have another eventful hunt to report on next year 
and another recipient of the rack to give us a great story. Happy 
Holidays and Happy Hunting!  
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Think about it for a minute. Six-hundred million acres! That’s 
right, 600 million! An area larger than Alaska and Texas 
combined, with some left over to spare. That’s how much 
land the various Federal agencies including the Department 
of Defense, National Park Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management 
(BLN) own and manage. That means land technically owned 
by you, me, and every other American, although in this day 
and age of rules and regulations on use, I sometimes have to 
wonder who actually owns it all, particularly when it comes to 
hunting.

But, that may be changing. Although it is not well known, 
hunting is allowed on 59 of the 390 properties administered 
by the National Park Service, totaling about 30 million acres 
and efforts have been made recently to open more parks 
to help control wildlife populations which are flourishing 
on most properties. And as recently as September last year 
Interior Secretary Zinke signed an order to enlarge hunting 
and fishing opportunities on ten wildlife refuges. If put in 

place hunters and anglers in Georgia, Indiana, Minnesota, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, and 
Wisconsin will have more land and water to recreate on. 

The amazing thing is, all this Federal land does not include 
land held in the public trust by the various states in the form 
of state parks and state forests, wildlife management areas or 
conservation easements, many of which are open to hunting. 
Or lands owned by various state and national conservation 
groups and organizations, many of which allowed public 
access and usage, including hunting. I honestly don’t know 
what it all adds up to, but when combined with Federal 
properties, the total acreage in America open to hunters, in 
most cases with nothing more than a state hunting license, but 
in some case with an additional special permit, is nothing less 
than staggering. 

The other amazing thing is public land of some sort open 
to hunting is available in every state. Many of the largest 
properties are located west of the Mississippi and though some 
properties in the populated east see their share of hunting 
pressure, particularly those close to urban areas, there are 
places to get away from the crowds and hunt for days without 
being overrun by other hunters, if any are seen at all. The 
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest in northern Georgia 
for example sprawls over more than 866,460 acres, Maryland’s 
Green Ridge State Forest is smaller at 46,560 acres and 
Kentucky’s Big Rivers Wildlife Management Area and State 
Forest in Union and Chittenden Counties covers 6,732 acres. 

Hunting America’s public properties is not always easy, and 
doing so often requires considerable planning. Nor do they 
always offer the best habitat, hold the largest game populations 
or offer the best odds of filling tags when compared to private 
property, but depending upon their location they offer a wide 
range of game from mule deer, pronghorn and elk in the west 
to whitetail deer, wild turkey, and black bear in the East, and 
for hunters who may not have access to private land they offer 
the only hunting opportunity available. 

With hunting seasons coming to a close in most areas of the 

Wild turkeys are abundant on public lands throughout the East. 
Seasons are generally long and bag limits are increasingly 
liberal.

Al Raychard

Five GREAT Public Land Hunts
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country, and since the 2018 seasons will be upon us before we 
know it the next few months are a good time to plan for next 
year’s hunting adventure. With that in mind here is a handful 
of public land hunts worth considering. Keep in mind, there 
are millions of public acres available and the all belong to you.  

MAINE’S PUBLIC RESERVE LANDS
Scattered across northern Maine is over one half million acres 
of remote woodlands called Public Reserve Lands (PRLs). 
Purchased by the People of Maine through various ballot 
initiatives, land conveyances, and swaps among the state 
and private land owners, there are a total of 29 units, each 
varying in size from just 500 acres to more than 43,000 acres. 
Hunting, fishing and camping at primitive sites as well as 
access is free, although small fees are charged when accessing 
some units through private lands and gates. Maine’s PRLs 
are remote accessible over dirt, sometimes rough roads, 
and visitors should be prepared for a rugged backcountry 
experience. Hunters will find whitetail deer, black bear; on 
some units wild turkey and for those fortunate enough to 
draw a permit through lottery, plenty of moose. For those who 
like hunting small-game, ruffed grouse and snowshoe hare are 
also plentiful.

For more information visit: www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/about/
public_reserve_lands.shtml or simply Google “Maine Public 
Reserve Lands” on your computer.

For information on Maine’s hunting seasons, hunting license 
fees, bag limits and other particulars visit: www.mefishwildlife.
com.

Like wild turkey, squirrels are abundant 
on public lands open to hunting 
throughout the east.

The Maine Public Reserve is 
home to one of the largest 

black bear populations in 
the lower 48.
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WAYNE NATIONAL FOREST, OHIO
Ohio is well known for producing monster whitetail bucks, and 
while most come from private land which can be difficult to 
access, the state’s public land is more than capable of producing 
big bucks. The Wayne National Forest (WNF) is a good case in 
point. 

Located in the southeast region of the state “The Wayne” as it 
is often called covers about 244,000 acres in numerous blocks 
across a dozen counties. Hunters should familiarize themselves 
with area maps since private property is scattered throughout the 
forest. 

Due to Ohio’s healthy deer population, generous bag limits in 
most counties, and opportunities for big bucks, the WNF gets its 
share of pressure during the split November and December gun 
season and short January muzzleloader season when conditions 
can be challenging, but there is still plenty of room to hunt. 
Although most hunters unfamiliar with the area seldom venture 
far from roads or trails the biggest bucks are often taken in the 
deeper, more secluded valleys and ridges. Hunters heading into 
the backcountry haunts should be prepared for some rugged 
terrain and be equipped with at least a compass, if not a GPS 
and consider the time and effort to extract deer. Primitive 
camping is allowed throughout the forest for those planning 
extended hunts. 

Along with deer, the WNF offers excellent hunting opportunities 
for wild turkey, particularly during the spring season, and the 
hunting for gray and fox squirrels

For more information on hunting regulations, bag limits and 
other hunting related particulars visit: www.wildlife.ohio.dnr.gov.

For more information visit: www.waynenationalforest.com. 

FLORIDA NATIONAL FORESTS
Wild hogs are becoming more common and widespread across 
the United States. Hunting is allowed in every state where they 
are found, but the best places in terms of numbers and chances 
of success include Texas, California, and Florida. In terms 
of access to public ground Florida is hard to beat, especially 
considering by most accounts that as many as a half million wild 
hogs live in the Sunshine State. Wild hogs are now the second-
most hunted large game animal in the state.

On private property wild hogs can be hunted year round with no 
limit, but on public ground, hog hunting is limited to specific 
seasons with specific weapons. The Apalachicola National Forest 
(ANF) and Apalachicola Wildlife Management Area (AWMA) 
are good examples. The national forest covers nearly 633,000 
acres in the Florida Panhandle southwest of Tallahassee. Of that, 
some 582,691 acres in Franklin, Leon, Liberty and Wakulla 
counties are wildlife management area. There is a split general 
gun season in late November and again from early December 
through the end of January, a muzzleloader only season the first 
week of December before the second rifle season begins and an 
archery/muzzleloader season from February 1 through February 

Private land often provides the best deer 
habitat, but with careful planning public 
lands also produce quality game.

America’s public lands offer plenty of room to hunt along 
with a variety of game species, both big and small.
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11. As it is on private land, there is no daily or season limit on 
the number of hogs that can be taken. During most of these 
same periods, deer and fall wild turkey, squirrel and rabbit are 
also legal game. A spring turkey season also takes place starting 
in mid-March and ending in late April. 

For more specific information in license and permit 
requirements and other particulars visit: www.fwc.com/
hunting/wma-brochure/nw/appalachicola. 

WYOMING BLM LANDS
The West is full of wonderful and challenging places to hunt 
and offers an array of game species on public land. One of the 
most popular is pronghorn, and Wyoming is considered a top 
destination thanks to its impressive numbers and the more 
than 17 million acres of public land managed by the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM). 

Called antelope in the Cowboy State, pronghorn numbers 
in Wyoming fluctuate due to hard winter conditions and 
drought and overall numbers are down from the 500,000 or 
so a number of years ago, but in many areas the population 
has rebounded thanks to some milder winters and wetter 
springs of late to just over 400,000. Wyoming is still home to 
more antelope than any other state. 

Antelope are one of my favorite western hunts. With a 
muzzleloader they are always a challenge, but in Wyoming 
the first challenge is securing tags. All Wyoming antelope 
units are managed under a limited quota system, meaning 
only a limited number of licenses are available for each unit. 
Those numbers are basically based on antelope population 
projections. If numbers are up the number of permits may also 
increase, but if the population is down the number of permits 
may decrease. In general, the odds of drawing a tag the first 
time around are slim, especially in some of the more popular 
south-central, central and southwest units where it often 
takes several points to successfully draw a tag. Other units in 
the southeast and around Casper, for example may require 
fewer or even zero points to draw, but antelope numbers may 
be lower and the hunting more challenging. For this reason 
serious hunters keep tabs on the population numbers, opting 
to apply just for a point until enough are banked to get the 
unit they desire.

It should also be noted, while Wyoming is blessed with public 
land, access can be challenging, confusing, and frustrating. 
Much of it is surrounded by private property and access may 
be limited. Serious hunters should investigate the area they 

want to hunt not only for the odds of drawing a tag but 
accessibility. Another option is to contact a reputable outfitter 
who can offer assistances in the application process and access 
to hunting area.  

For more information on application deadlines, license fees, 
season dates and other antelope hunting particulars visit: 
www.wgfd.wyo.gov. For information on Wyoming outfitters 
and guides visit: www.wtoga.org.

IDAHO’S NATIONAL FORESTS

Idaho is one of my favorite western hunt destinations. I have 
hunted there numerous times over the years and here's why. 

For one, compared to many western states where hunting 
licenses, permits and tags are issued primarily or solely by 
lottery, Idaho offers both controlled hunts, where whatever 
documentation is required is issued by random draw, but also 
general licenses, permit or tags available over-the-counter on 
a first-come, first-serve basis, making Idaho one of the easiest 
destinations to acquire licenses, permits and tags compared 
to some other western states. Both types are available for elk, 
deer, bear, turkey, wolf, and mountain lion. Controlled hunts 
are also on the books for moose, mountain goat, pronghorn 
and bighorn sheep. All are open to both resident and non-
resident hunters. 

License/permit/tag fees are also quite affordable. Some units 
even offer reduced and second non-resident tag options for 
black bear and mountain lion for as little as $41.75. Non-
resident hunting licenses cost just $154.74, a bargain at 
western prices.

Hunting seasons are also long; seasons overlap making 
multiple hunts possible and there are spring seasons on bear 

The West offers millions of acres of public land and prime 
hunting opportunities with a muzzleloader. 

January 2018   23



and turkey while the season on mountain lion continues into June in 
some units, although most close earlier.

There is also plenty public of property to hunt. There are nearly a dozen 
national forests in Idaho totaling about 20 million acres, including 
several designated wilderness areas. Only Alaska and California have 
more national forest land. And last but certainly not least, there are 
plenty of qualified guides and outfitters catering to hunters. 

For more information visit: www.idfg.idaho.gov.

For information on Idaho guides and outfitters visit: www.loga.org.  

Idaho is one of the author’s favorite hunting 
destinations in the West. The state offers 
millions of acres of national forest, over the 
counter licenses and quality game.

There are nearly a dozen national forests in Idaho totaling about 20 million acres, 
including several designated wilderness areas.
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Please Type or Print Clearly
Name __________________________________________________ Member No. _________________ Exp. ___________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________ State _______________________ Zip ____________
Phone (Day) ____________________________________________ (Evening) ___________________________________  

Pre-registration deadline is February 1, 2018. Sorry, pre-registration fees cannot be refunded or transferred.
Mail to: NMLRA, P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021

For more information, visit our website: www.nmlra.org or call 812-667-5131

Please indicate what disciplines you  
shoot. Check all that apply.
❒ Rifle  ❒ Pistol  
❒ Shotgun  ❒ Primitive 
❒ BP Cartridge

❒ Adult Pre-registration $50.00    ❒ Junior Registration $10.00

❒ Yes, I would like to sponsor a match for an additional $25.00
❒ Yes, I would like to sponsor an aggregate for an additional $50.00

BE SURE TO INCLUDE PAYMENT by check, money order, or charge card.

Please charge my ❒ VISA  ❒ MasterCard   ❒ Discover 
Card Number __________________________________ Exp. date ________3 digit V-Code _______
Signature _________________________________________________________________________

2018 Western National Shoot-Shooter Pre-registration Form

Total
$_______

Pre-order Rifle Match and Rifle Aggregate Targets, too!
Refer to it to pick your matches and aggregates.

BE SURE TO INCLUDE MATCH NUMBER OR AGGREGATE LETTER when ordering targets.
Payment for targets will be collected at the Target Desk.

National Shoot Match Guide will be available in February.

        

Ben Avery Shooting Facility
25 miles North of Phoenix, Arizona, on I-17

Camping information: (623) 582-8313 •  Restrooms – Showers – Water 

February 27 — March 5, 2018

National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association

Western 
National Shoot

WNS Coordinator - William Loughrige  
(480) 223-8034 • bill@westernnationalshoot.org 

Traders Row Coordinator  – Dana Dore • 602-791-5236 • djdore@jps.net
For more information contact the NMLRA at (812)667-5131 • www.nmlra.org
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CHARTER CLUB SHOOT DATES
ALASKA
Alaska State Muzzleloading Association
Keith Bayha, 29792 W. Glenn Hwy. Sutton, AK 99674, 
907-746-6662, nohorn@gci.net, akmuzzleloaders.org 
McKinley Mountainmen ML Rifle Club
Rifle Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly, Pistol Shoots 2nd Tuesday 
monthly, Keith Mathis, PO Box 298534, Wasilla, AK 99629, 907-
232-6052, keith.mathis@hotmail.com 

ARIZONA
Arizona Cactus Cappers
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly
David Cuddeby, 4202 W. Nicolet, Phoenix, AZ 85051,  
623-937-5916, dcuddeby@msn.com, cactuscapper.com 
Arizona Muzzle Loading Association
Shoots 2nd and 4th Sundays monthly, Tom Hoverson 3210 N. 
Comanche Dr. Chandler, AZ 85224, Tom 1757@aol.com
Bouse Hills Muzzle Loaders 
Shoots 1st and 3rd Saturdays monthly, Libby Sparks, 2005 N. 
200th Ave., Buckeye, AZ.85396, 623-853-9194 
Montezuma Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly
John Canatsey, 26 Longview Loop, Elgin, AZ 85611;  
520-455-4741, lanacan@powerc.net  
Muzzle Stuffers
Shoots 2nd and 4th  Sunday monthly is Rifle and 4th Sunday is 
Pistol and Black Powder Cartridge
Mary Schaffer, 11433 E. Caballero St., Mesa, AZ 85207, 602-
617-8170 
Original Williams Buckskinners
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly
Albert “Ace” Emanuel, PO Box 1102, Ash Fork, AZ 86320, 928-310-
7833, lazyaceaz@aol.com 
Powder Horn Clan
Various shoots – call for info.,William Owen 2071 N. Rain Tree rd., 
Flagstaff, AZ 86004; 928-526-0087;  
w.w.owen356@gmail.com 
The Old Pueblo Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Jon Foster, Tucson, AZ 85663, 520-
780-6363, justhunting41@gmail.com
Yuma Territorial Long Rifles
Shoot 1st and 3rd Saturday monthly September through May, 
James Ingram, 3435 E Sombra Lane, Yuma, AZ 85365, 928-
580-9888 

ARKANSAS
Foot Hills Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly
Ron Covey, 126 Ramsgate Road, Lakeview, AR 72642, 870-
431-8021 
Luther’s Long Hunters
Shoots September 21-24
Zoe Caywood, 11989 Sellers Pl Rd. Hindsville, AR 72738, 479-236-
4086, zcaywood@gmail.com
Stone County Muzzleloaders Club
Shoots 1st Sundays monthly, Ken White, 3394 Misenheimer Rd., 
Mountain View, AR 72560, klwhitemv@mvtel.net, 870-214-0216 

CALIFORNIA
Apple Valley Gun Club
Shoots 4th Friday monthly
Matthew Marcellus, Victorville, CA, 760-954-3346, 
mattdabull2000@yahoo.com
Bakersfield Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly
Evelyn Berry, 37111 Torres Ave., Barstow, CA 92311,  
760-256-2778; jeb2rvers@aol.com
Big Horn Mountainmen
Shoots first Sunday monthly
Gregg Kimball, 1917 N. O’Malley Way, Upland, CA 91784, 
909-985-8698, secretary@bighornmountainmen.com -12/17

California St. Muzzleloading Rifle Association
Michael Bush, 3216 Smithlee Dr., Sacramento, CA 95827, 916-
362-1469, meanmike8665@aol.com 
Escondido Fish & Game Assoc.
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly, Geoff Orchin, PO Box 460506, 
Escondido, CA 92026, 760-741-3721;  
gorchin@escondidofishandgame.com-
Laguna Mountain Shooting Club
Second weekend of each month, Boulder Creek Primitive Camp 
13463 Boulder Creek Road Descanso, CA 91916, Overnight 
camping Friday and Saturday, portable water available on site RV ok
Rick Emms, 858-748-3209, 13443 Acton Ave. Poway, CA 92064
Mountain Ranch Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st & 3rd Sundays monthly, 
Rendezvous – 4th Weekend in April, 2nd Weekend in October 
Eileen DeMaggio, 29 W Dunmar, Stockton, CA 95207, 
vedemaggio@ahoo.com, 209-474-0193 
Sac Valley Muzzleloaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Michael Bush, 3216 Smithlee Dr., 
Sacramento, CA 95827, 916-362-1469, meanmike8665@aol.com, 
Santa Cruz Muzzleloaders
Pistol Shoots 1st Saturday monthly; Rifle Shoots 3rd Saturday 
monthly
Sherry Pennell, P.O. Box 226, Aromas, CA, 95004,  
831-726-3803, scmlldy@gmail.com, santacruzmuzzleloaders.org 
Smokey Valley Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly
Tim Dacumos, 1623 Washington Ave., Pomona, CA 91767, 
909-620-8838 
Solano Muzzle Loaders Association
Shoots 1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday monthly
Kathy Mitchell, 820 Pochard Way, Suisun City, CA 94585 
Sonoma Valley Muzzle Loaders 
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly; Trek last full weekend in October
Alan Keith, 8642 Trenton Rd., Forestville, CA 95436, 650-391-
5546, alan_keith@comcast.net,  sonomavalleymuzzleloaders.org
South Bay Rod & Gun Club
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly is Rifle, Dave Boyle, 1020 Marron 
Valley Rd, Dulzura, CA 91017, 619-477-7187, jfrazierdboyle@
earthlink.net
Smokey Valley Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 4th Sunday montly
Tim Dacumos, 1623 Washington Ave., Pomona, CA 91767-3361, 
909-620-8838 
Western States Muzzle Loaders Assoc.
July 13-18, 2017 Western States Black Powder Shoot and NMLRA 
National Territorial Match, Ken Laverty, 5440 Agostino Ct. Concord, 
CA  94521, 925-672-7088, klaverty@astound.org, www.wsmla.org
West Victor Valley Shooting Club
Shoots 2nd Saturday each month, Linda Lee Chevalier, 21229 
Balsa Street, Apple Valley, CA 92308, 760-247-3951, jlloveo2@
verizon.net
Yolo Frontloaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday of month, Rick Bello 6699 Midway Rd. Dixon, 
California 95620, 707-693-6914,  
r.bello@sbcglobal.net

COLORADO
Buckhorn Skinners
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly except February and June, Rick Wicks, 
7366 N County Rd. 27, Loveland, CO 80538, 970-667-3979, 
manyhides@lpbroadband.net, www.buckhornskinners.org 
Colorado Springs Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st and 3rd Sundays monthly
Joy Hicks, 4820 Montebello Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 80918, 
719-598-5715 
Fort Lupton Muzzle Loading Club
Fun Shoot, 3rd Saturday monthly; Paper Shoot, 2nd Sunday 
monthly.
William Micheli 4535 W. 107th Circle Westminster, CO. 80031; 
303-981-0231, billsport23@icloud.com 
 

DELAWARE
Brandywine Muzzleloading Long Rifles Club
Second Saturday of each month, David Van Hook, 366 Wallace Dr., 
Newark, DE 19711, 302-731-7727, masterdvanhoo@comcast.net, 
brandy winelongrifles.weebly.com
Nanticoke Sportmens Club
Shoots 1st and 3rd Saturday monthly
Thomas Brennan, 22336 Bridgeville Highway, Seaford, DE 19973, 
302-628-9382, tbrennan29@comcast.net – 12/16

FLORIDA
Calusa Country Long Rifles
Shoot 2nd and 4th Saturdays each month,
Donald Richards, 337 Lamplighter Dr., Melbourne, FL 32934, 321-
794-7267, drichards2@cfl.rr.com – 12/17
Central Florida Muzzleloaders
Shoots the 3rd Sunday each month except December and January, 
starts at 8:00am, Ben Bateman, 407-451-9411, 2bateman@
bellsouth.net
Escambia River Gun Club
First Sunday each month at 9am, David Halupowski,  
850-678-4052, 303mk4@gmail.com, escambiarivergunclub.org, 
4020 Rocky Branch Rd, Cantonment, FL 32533 - 12/17
Eustis Gun Club
Shoots monthly 1st Sunday except July, Terry L. McCauslin, 10100 
Morningside Dr., Leesburg, FL 34788, 352-308-9876 – 12/17
Florida Frontiersmen, Inc.
Shoots 1st Sat. monthly, Margaret Henderson, 348 Timberwood 
Trail, Oviedo, FL 32765,  
secretary@floridafrontiersmen.com, 813-989-9510-12/17
Florida Muzzleloaders Association
Florida State Shoot April 21-22, 2018, Check the FMA website for 
monthly shoots across Florida, Bob Samson 407-492-0417, bob@
lostpine.com, floridamuzzlesloadersassociation.org.
Fort White Gun Club, Inc.
Shoots 1st Saturday monthly, Kenneth W. Long, 1880 S State Route 
47, High Springs, FL 32655, 352-318-0386, cherokeefirehawk@
yahoo.com-12/16
Jefferson Longrifles, Inc.
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly
Duane Ashe, P.O. Box 21348, Tallahassee, FL 32316,  
850-570-1464, duaneashe@windstream.net,  
www.jeffersonlongrifles.com-12/17 
Mosquito Lagoon Muzzleloaders 4-H Club
Shoots 2nd and 4th Wednesdays monthly; call for info on Saturday 
shoots, Gus A Koerner, 1665 Saratoga Dr., Titusville, FL 32796, 
321-591-6831-12/2016
Palmetto Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Ralph West, 19500 SW 214 St., 
Miami, FL 33187, 305-233-5512-12/17
Tallahassee Rifle and Pistol Club
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Philip J. Quaglino, 689 Millwood Dr., 
Havana, FL 32333, 850-539-0995,  
phillipe0010@gmail.com – 12/17
Treasure Coast Muzzleloaders
1st and 3rd Saturday after 1st Wednesday of each month, Bill 
Marinko, 338 NW Dearman St, Port Saint Lucie, FL 34983, 772-
878-8588, wrmarinko@comcast.net
Treaty Oak Long Rifles
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly
John Brueggemann, 5531 James C Johnson Rd., Jacksonville, FL 
32218,  – 12/16

GEORGIA
Blue Ridge Mountain Men
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly, Dan Pressley, 52 Vanmar Dr., 
Toccoa, GA 30577, 706-827-9946, dpressley@windstream.net, 
blueridgemountainmen.org – 12/16
Brushy Creek Muzzleloaders
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly
Rob Dods, 703 Gornto Rd Valdosta, GA 31602,  
229-300-7032-12/17

Griffin Long Rifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly January through September, Billy 
Townsend, 3400 Fawn Trail, Marietta, GA 30060,  
770-977-0766, townsm@bellsouth.net,  
www.thegriffingunclub.org – 12/17
Muscogee Long Rifles
Shoots 2nd weekend monthly, H. B. Aderhold, 1875 Holland Rd., 
Cataula, GA 31804, 706-323-2100, hb.aderhold@yahoo.com, 
muscogeelongrifles.com-12/16 

IDAHO
EE DA How Long Rifles, Inc.
Shoots 4th Sat. monthly - B.P.S.Silhouette Matches – Ken Durham 
208-869-4692
muzzleloader matches call for dates, no matches in August or 
September, December caries per Christmas, Arnold K. Burr, 1885 E. 
Franklin Rd., Meridian, ID 83642,  
208-870-0551 – 12/17

ILLINOIS
Bonfield Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st Sunday March-December start time 8am at IL State 
Rifle Assoc. Bonfield Range, State Championship Shoot October 13, 
2018, Tom Spurlock, League President,  
815-557-3942, tom.spurlock@outlook.com.
Buffalo Trace Muzzleloaders
Shoots 4th full weekend monthly except November and December, 
Tony Schmidt, 128 East Vine St., Olney, IL 62450, 618-843-8079 
– 12/17
Chaplin Creek Muzzle Loaders
Monthly shoots 3rd Sunday each month except June which is 4th 
Sunday, Alan Kleinstiver, 119 E Alden Pl., DeKalb, IL 60115, 630-
664-6757, mrahk@comcast.net- 12/17
Ft. Dearborn Frontiersmen Div. Aurora Sportsmen’s Club
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly April through October, Ken 
Drogemuller, 3622 Fairview Ave., Downers Grove, IL 60515, 630-
969-6849-12/17
Fort LaMotte Rangers
Shoots 3rd Sun. monthly except winter months
Greg Parrott, 9172 E. 700th Ave., Robinson, IL 62454, 
618-544-4488, fortlamotte.com – 12/16
Goshen Trail Longrifles
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly except in May which is 1st Sunday, 
Kevin Settle, 4225 Fox Creek Rd., Mt. Vernon, IL 62864, 618-242-
7931, k-settle@hotmail.com – 12/17
Joliet Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Fall Rendezvous – Last Weekend in 
October, Mike Priesbe, 314 Arrowhead Div., Shorewood, IL 60404-
9663, 815-729-0568, 
priesbe@yahoo.com – 12/16
Leroy Rifle & Pistol Clubs
Shoots 1pm 1st Sunday each month April through November, Susie 
Hulvey, (217) 519-0457, ladyhawke1756@yahoo.com – 12/17
Okaw Valley Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly April through November, Linda Miller, 
662 N 1200 East Rd., Tower Hill, IL 62571, 
217-783-2409, lindapm@pwr-net.coop – 12/17
Piasa Black Powder Burners
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly
Chris Ruckman, 3212 Denton Lane, St. Charles, MO 63301, 618-
363-9839, redsnapper15@ hotmail.com – 12/17
Prairieland Frontiersmen, Inc.
Shoot 2nd Sun. monthly except May, Steven Wood, 200 W. Harrison 
St., Sullivan, IL 61951, skwoodmay@gmail.com, www.frontiernet.
net/‘kkard1988, 217-728-7369 – 12/16
Rock Run Long Rifles, Inc. 
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly except April, July, Sept. shoots will be 
2nd Sunday, Aug. 18, Aug. 24-26 Rock Run Rendezvous contact 
David Freise 815-814-8305, freise4use@sbcglobal.net, 
Oct. 13-14, Jan 25-27, 2019. Paul or Sandi Swanson, 
815-624-6725 
Tawaskote Longrifles
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Terry Wilson, 848 Champaign St, 
Bement, IL 61813, 217-841-4425, tlw.1775@gmail.com

Charter Club Shoot Dates

26   MuzzleBlasts



INDIANA
Blue River Longrifles, Inc.
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly April through October
Stillboard Shotgun shoot 1st and 3rd Sunday monthly September 
through May, James Cinkoske, 148 W 300 S, Greenfield, IN 46140, 
cinkoskej@aol.com, 317-462-5858, www.blueriverlongrifles.
com – 12/17
Buck Creek Muzzle Loaders
Shoot 2nd Saturday monthly, except May 20-21, September 
16-17, December 9 Meeting and Dinner, January 27-28 2018 
Linton Tade Fair 
Stephen Fields, 920 S. Palmer Ave., Bloomington, IN 47401, 812-
331-7032 – 12/14
Conner Long Rifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly, Michael Bird, 7275 E 108th St, Fishers, 
IN 46038, 317-902-3710; mike.bird54@yahoo.com,  www.
connerriles.freeserves.com – 12/15
Fall Creek Valley Conservation Club
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly rain or shine; Frederick Peterson, 
13450 W. St. Rd. 32, Yorktown, IN 47396, 765-378-5944, 
fpeterson1345 @comcast.net, fcvcc.org – 12/17
Fish Creek Longrifles
Shoots 1st Saturday monthly, Bill Wright, 9395 Hwy 3, Commiskey, 
IN 47227, 812-343-1512
Ft. Tassinong Muzzleloaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Terry Ireland, 
815-791-1604, tireland1@yahoo.com, https://www.facebook.
com/tassinong/
Mahawa Sipiwi Muzzleloaders
Shoots monthly, Dee Lueckert, 2102 Yosemite Dr., Lebanon, IN 
46052, 765-482-4227 – 12/17
Morgan County Longifles
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Dennis Morgan, 9495 N. Moon Rd., 
Gosport, IN 47433, 812-876-1750, 
dmorgan@stmarksbloomington.org-12/16
Pakoka Valley Long Rifles
Shoots 4th Saturday monthly; April and October are rendezvous
Thomas Mosley, PO Box 5, Oakland City, IN 47660, 
812-677-2318, tmrmind@frontier.com, facebook-Patoka Valley 
Long Rifles-12/17

Pequannah Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st Saturday monthly except on holidays
Max Muhlenkamp, 3904 East 700 South, Portland, IN 47371, 260-
335-2897 pequannah.m.l.sec@gmail.com-12/17
Pokagon Longrifles Inc.
Shoots 3rd weekend March through October, Ruth Ann Pierman, 
320 S Maple St, Hicksville, OH 43526, 
419-487-3456, pierman6@frontier.com, 
www.pokagonlongrifles.com
Sand Dune Long Rifles of MI City Rifle Club
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly, David Kurth, 2954 N. Horseshoe Bend, 
LaPorte, IN 46350, 219-363-1310, 
Dakurth1@aol.com, – 12/17
Stone’s Trace Regulators
Thad Stern, PO Box 422, Cromwell, IN 46725, 
574-536-4998, tandlstern@hotmail.com, 
www.stonestraceregulators.com-12/17
Thunder Creek Long Rifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly 
Wesley Scott Sparrow, 5345 Red River Court, Indianapolis, IN 
46221, 317-821-8525; 
ssparrow1972@sbcglobal.net – 12/16
Tri County Coonhunter’s M.L.
Rifle Shoots 1st Sun. monthly
Nick Doll, 311 S. Park Ave., Batesville, IN 47006, 
812-934-5723; – 12/17
Twin Rivers Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly March to October
Dave Hood, 4009 Parkmont Dr., Logansport, IN 46947, 
574-722-2326, woodrowwalker 4570@yahoo.com 12/17
Valley of the Eagle Long Rifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly at 1pm except on Holiday weekends, 
shoots will be 2nd Sunday, Gale Garner, 9757 E. State Rd., 66, 
Rome, IN 47574, 812-836-2847, 
garner@psci.net  – 12/17
Wahpanipe Muzzle Loading Club
Allen & Julie Coon, 4091 S 800 E, Glenwood, IN 46133, 
765-679-5408; awcoon@yahoo.com 12-31-17
Wetzel Trace Long Rifles
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly
Gary Leeper, 3994 E. St Rd 252, Franklin, IN 46131, 
317-736-6797, wetzeltrace@yahoo.com-12/16

Wildcat Valley Muzzle Loading Club
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly March - October
Dave Hood, 4009 Parkmont Dr., Logansport, IN 46947, 
574-722-2326, woodrowwalker4570 @yahoo.com

IOWA
Beaver Creek Plainsmen, Inc. 
Shoots last Sunday of month April – November; Territorial- May 
26, 27, 28; 40th Anniversary Shoot; July 28,29,30; IA-NMLRA 
Territorial- May 26,27,28.
Norma Holcomb, 4216 E. Douglas Ave., Des Moines, IA 50317, 
515-262-4712, norma.holcomb@q.com – 12/17
Iowa Black Powder Federation
State Hawk & Knife Sept. 4. State Shotgun Shoot Sept. 22-24.
Norma Holcomb, 4216 E. Douglas Ave., Des Moines, IA 50317, 
515-262-4712, norma.holcomb@q.com, www.iowablack 
powderfederation.net – 12/17

KANSAS
Jedediah Smith Muzzleloading Gun Club
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly February through November except 
July and August
Merrill Powers, 11319 131 Rd., Spearville, KS 67876, 
620-385-2224, fcsbmerl@ucom.net

KENTUCKY
Bryan Station Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly, woodswalk shoot 5th Sunday monthly 
when applicable 
Jeanette Hillard, 171 Lake Village Dr., Harrodsburg, KY 40330, 859-
748-0499, jhillard50@aol.com – 12/17
Buck Snort Longhunters
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Mike Martin, 64 Casey Ln 
Elizabethtown, KY 42701, 270-737-3849, 
longhunter01@windstream.net 
Kentucky Long Rifles, Inc.
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Dennis Winburn, PO Box 691, 
Morehead, KY 40351, 606-784-8083; 
dwinburn40351@ yahoo.com 
Little Mount Muzzleloaders, Inc.
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly except for Memorial Shoot which is 
held last Saturday in March
Ken Lutes, 1849 Flanagan Station Rd., Winchester, KY 40391, 859-
771-4304, 1849ken @gmail.com
Magoffin Co. Muzzleloaders
Wayne Jenkins, 2740 Pricey CK Rd, Salyersville, KY 41465, 606-
349-2600, wjenkins@foothills.net – 12/16
Salt River Long Rifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly, Woodswalk and Blackpowder Clay 
Target Shoots alternate 5th Sunday monthly. Carl L. King, P.O. 
Box 114, Harrodsburg, KY 40330, 859-509-5027, flintlock54@
zoomtown.com 
Wilderness Rangers of Kentucky
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly, Alan C. Snyder, 5123 Magdalen 
Square, Louisville, KY 40241, 502-339-8605, 
alansy54@bellsouth.net – 12/17

LOUISIANA
Bayou Muzzleloaders, Inc.
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly, Michael Jouban, 3912 Lafayette Dr., 
Pineville, LA 71360, 318-640-0072, 
hrdir2@suddenlink.net – 12/17

MAINE
Acadia Frontiersmen
Various rendezvous – call for info., Beth Sundberg, P.O. Box 1256, 
Southwest Harbor, ME 04679, 207-244-9601, bethshininghair @
gmail.com  – 12/17
Penobscot Long Rifles
No shoot schedule at this time, Glenn A. Dickey, New Sweden Rd, 
Stetson, ME, 207-659-3456, prof1760@aol.com
York County Powder Burners
Shoots monthly beginning in May, Michael Davis, 103 Staples Rd., 
Limington, ME 04049, 207-637-2603; 
103staples@gmail.com- 12-17

MARYLAND
Marriottsville Muzzleloaders
Timothy Frank, 106 Hershey Circle, Stewartstown, PA 17363, 717-
993-2077, secretary@mmlblackpowder.com, mmlblackpowder.
com – 12/17
Tidewater Muzzle Loaders
Dennis R. Kelley, 15927 Batson Rd., Spencerville, MD 20868, 301-
421-0847, kelley805@aol.com  – 12/17

MASSACHUSETTS
Westfield Sportsman’s Club
Various Shoots – Call for info.
Francis T. Mitchell, 101 Montgomery St., Westfield, MA 01085, 
413-568-5012, westfieldsportsmanclub.com – 12/16

MICHIGAN
Blue Water Sportsman Assoc
Shoots – Winter League Jan. – April; Summer League – May – 
August; Last Blast Woodswalk December 31. Ron Provost, 123 Bell 
Marine City, MI 48039, 810-326-0285, 
bpron60@comcast.net, 
bluewatersportsmans association.com-12/16
Clinton River Muzzle Loaders (Detroit Sportsmens 
Congress) 
Second Sunday most of the months; Larry Mullen, 49800 
Dequindre, Utica, MI 48317, 586-731-6088, clauda.larry8525@
yahoo.com-12/17
Columbiaville Sportsman’s Club
John R. Wahlers, 10486 N. Irish Rd. Otisville, MI. 48463, 
810-223-3956, www.columbia sportsmansclub.org  – 12/17
Grand Valley Cap n Ballers
Shoot 1st Sunday monthly
Jeffrey Terrell, 3539 Toronto Trail, Wayland, MI. 49348, 
www.gvcnb.org – 12/17
Lapeer Firelocks
Mike Przydatek, 58855 Place Rd. Lenox Township, MI. 48048, 
586-206-7648-12/17
Lansing Muzzle Loading Gun Club
Club meetings 2nd Sunday each month, Winter Woods Walk, 
January 4th 2018; Larry Paterson, 15369 Chandler, Bath MI. 48808, 
517-719-3541, 
lansingmuzzleloadinggunclub.com-11/18
Manistee Clan Muzzle Loaders Club
Shoots the 1st and 3rd Sundays March- September, 59th Annual 
“Shoot Time at Manistee” Rendezvous June 23-24, 2018 held 
at Old Fort Rendezvous on Camp Road Manistee. For more info 
regarding “Shoot Time at Manistee” contact Don Miller 231-723-
6768 or Jack Lee 231-398-0687.
Henry Rozmarek, 1669 Fruit Ridge Manistee, MI. 49660 ,231-723-
7475. hrozmarek@gmail.com, manisteeclanmuzzleloadingclub.
org – 12/17
Michigan State Muzzle Loading Association
Ron Fernwalt (Shotgun) 16808 Peach Ridge, Kent City MI 49330, 
616-836-5760: rbfern@triton.net. Diane McGregor (Rifle), 4344 
Old Baker Rd, Bridgeport, MI 48722, 
989-746-0723; tigerandtwodogs@yahoo.com
New Ocea Free Trappers
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Brenda Ingalls, 4929 S. 148th Ave., 
Hesperia, MI 49421, 231-578-9688, 
Polaris_hotrod@hotmail.com 
River Valley Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly
Beth Chubb, 1803 E. Warren Woods Rd., Buchanan, MI 49107, 
269-695-3336 – 12/16
Sauk Trail Long Rifles
Shoots at Tecumseh, MI 2nd Sunday each month
Dennis Conner, 13627 E Michigan Ave. Grass Lake, MI 49240, 
517-522-8976 – 12/16
Tobacco River Muzzle Loaders
Cari Jefferon, 318 Glidden Rd, Beaverton, MI 48612, 
301-256-7784, cariljefferson@aol.com, 
www.trmlc.weebly.com
Washtenaw Pioneers Muzzle Loaders
Robert Elka, 9346 Oak Road, Willis, MI 48191, 
r.elka2008@comcast.net, www.wsclub.org-12/17

MINNESOTA
Gopher Rifle and Revolver Club
Call for dates. Rick Repovsch, 7628 – 115th Ave. N, Chamblin, MN 
55316, 612-865-4422, rrepovsch@mns.com, 
www.GRRC.org – 12/17

MISSISSIPPI
Hatchie Run Longrifles
Shoots 4th Sunday of the month, Diane Rinehart, 104 Embry Rd., 
Coldwater, MS 38618, 662-233-4747; 
dcrinehart@yahoo.com. – 12/17
Mississippi Dixie Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly Feb. – Oct.
Walter Mabry, 1531 Plantation Blvd., Jackson, MS 39211, 601-
956-7238 – 12/17
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MISSOURI
Barren Fork Traditional Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly except January, Edward Peterka, 
RR 1, Box 363, Ava, MO 65608, 417-683-2764, auntiem2@
centurylink.net, 
barrenforkmuzzleloaders.com – 12/17
Boone’s Lick Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Sundays monthly March – October
Sara Schulze, 106 Julie Ct., Montgomery City, MO 63361, 573-564-
3813, sararschulze @yahoo.com – 12/17
Fort Osage Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Novelty Shoot 4th Saturday monthly 
March - October, Territorial July 5-8, Carl J Donze, PO Box 277, 
94 NE 801 Rd., Knob Noster, MO 65336, 660-563-1295 or 
660-563-5132, 
ArticRed@att.net, fortosagemuzzle loaders.org- 12/17
J. P. Gemmer Muzzle Loading Gun Club
Public shoots 3rd Sun. monthly March – November
Member matches first Sunday monthly March – December, Margie 
R. Browner, 435 Southside Ave., Webster Groves, MO 63119, 314-
918-9092, rvmrbrowner@att.net, 
www.gemmermuzzleloadingrifleclub.com 
Missouri Black Powder Society  
Larry Sunby, 9863 Lawrence 2210, Monett, MO 65708; 
missouriblackpowdersociety @yahoo.com- 12/17
MO Ozark Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Barry Steele, 279 Pleasant View Dr., 
Sunrise Beach, MO 65079, 573-200-9559 – 12/16
Strother Freetrappers
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly, Rendezvous 1st Sunday in April and 
October, Les Whiteside, 506 W Ash, Archie, MO 64725, 816-392-
0928, LesWhiteside@aol.com – 12/16
Trappers of Starved Rock
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Boone Heritage Days and Trappers Fall 
Rendezvous September 29&30, 2018 at The Boone Home 1868 
Hwy F Defiance, MO, No camping fees for campers or traders, go to 
www.trappersofstarvedrock.com for more information.
Tom Stovall, 6433 Kathy Dr., High Ridge, MO 63049, 
636-376-4706, 
tomtrapper@yahoo.com, trappersof starvedrock.com – 12/16

NEBRASKA
Ft. Atkinson Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly; Fall Shoot in October, Greta Schlabs, 
11525 Old Mill Dr., Blair, NE 68008, 402-533-8389,grlherman@ 
abbnebraska.com, ftatkinsonmuzzle loaders.com-12/17

NEVADA
Lakes Crossing Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Aubrey Campbell, 8011 Sand 
Pebble Dr., Reno, NV 89506; acinsac@sbcglobal, lakescrossing 
muzzleloaders.org – 12/16

NEW JERSEY
Garden State Blackpowder Assoc.
Shoots Last Sunday of every month 
Debbie Schenker, 106 Alexandria Way, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920, 
571-447-6111, debansch@yahoo.com, www.GSBPA.org – 12/16

NEW YORK
Alabama Hunt Club
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly, Sue Smith, 4777 East Rd., Batavia, NY 
14020, 585-343-7620; bsss3@rochester.rr.com, alabamahuntclub.
com 12/17
Lock Stock & Barrel
Ted Wyskida, 5785 Innsbruck Rd., E. Syracuse, NY 13057, 315-
656-0177 – 12/16
Old Saratoga Muzzle Loading Club
Tara Manzer, PO Box 204, Mechanicville, NY 12118, 
518-664-3713, osmlcsecretary@gmail.com- 12/17
St. Lawrence Longrifles
Shooting Monday evenings May through August, first Saturday 
January-August, Barry Dietlein, 1047 Maple Ridge Road, Brasher 
Falls, NY 13613, 315-769-2095, 
barryd@twcny.rr.com – 12/17

NORTH CAROLINA
Crosse Creek Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc.
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly, Buck Buchanan, 1798 Potomac 
Road, Fayetteville, NC 28304, 910-977-6200, buck100-10x@
nc.rr.com – 12/16, 

French Broad Rifles Inc.
Shoots 2nd & 4th Saturdays monthly, October 13-15 Fall Primitive 
Shoot
Robert Rolfe, 15 Glenway Dr., Asheville, NC 28804, 828-620-1253, 
frenchbroadriflesinc@gmail.com, 
www.frenchbroadrifles.com – 12/17
Lafayette Longrifles
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly except December
Robert Keys, 7604 Mineshaft Rd., Raleigh, NC 27615, 
919-847-0069 – 12/17
North Carolina State Muzzleloading 
Rifle Association
Tom Como, 3520 Catlett Farm Road, Wake Forest, NC 27587, 919-
830-3678, beaverdamforge @aol.com, 
www.ncflintlock.wix.com – 12/16
Yadkin Valley Long Rifles
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly except January, Greg Williams, 704-
589-6125, gwill6125@gmail.com – 12/16
White Oak River Longrifles
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly at Register Sutton Rd., Delway, NC, 
Debbie Futral, 103 Kennedy Circle, Hubert, NC 28539, 910-545-
9443, dfutral@hotmail.com – 12/17

OHIO
Bill Moose Muzzleloading Gun Club
8821 Greensway Ave Darbyville, OH 43146, billmoosegunclub@
gmail.com, 740-954-0151, 
www.billmoose.com 
Black Swamp MuzzleLoaders
Shoots 1st Sunday every month
Bill Bare, 6520 TR 83, Findlay, OH 45840, 419-859-2020 
Blue Jacket Muzzle Loaders
Shooters Tiem Match October 21-22, Dawn Swigart, 1777 Faincett 
Ln, Xenia, OH 45385, 937-603-3830, 
dcswigart@aol.com
Butler County Sportsmen Club
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly March - December
Ronald E. Benge, 1910 Layhigh Rd., Hamilton, OH 45013, 513-738-
1199, ronbenge@zoom
town.com, butlercountysportsmen.com – 12/17
Canal Fulton Ramrod Club
Shoots 1st and 3rd Sundays monthly at noon, pistol shoot 4th 
Sunday monthly, Rick Kuhn, 6609 Wales Ave NW, Massillon, OH 
44646, 330-605-9419, 
rbk@sssnet.com – 12/17
Cincinnati Muzzle Loading Rifle Club
Robin Bonaventura, 9749 Woodmill Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45231, 
513-284-5239, flintlockrb@yahoo.com – 12/17
Columbus Muzzleloading Gun Club
Shoots –  Jan. 1,2018, Art McCall, 4409 Hammerton Dr., Columbus, 
OH 43228, 614-582-7448, 
cmlgc1@gmail.com  – 12/17
Dayton Muzzleloading Gun Club
Shoots 1st Sun. monthly 
Flintlock Shoots-4th Sunday July, Nov.
Musket Shoots-4th Sunday Aug., and Oct.
LaVonne Boitnott, 7770 E. Agenbroad Rd., New Carlisle, OH 45344, 
937-620-2346, dkboitnott@gmail.com
Deathwind Longrifles 
Shoots 3rd Sunday March-November except April matches will be 
8-9 due to Easter Sunday
Trent Grove, 506 Beacon Rd., Newark, OH 43055, 
740-814-5791, bkyrdshooter@gmail.com – 12/17

Erie Wyandott Muzzleloader Club
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly May through Oct.
Dennis Depner, 1616 W. Fremont Rd., Port Clinton, OH 43452, 
419-734-2429; dnd@cros.net – 12/16
Fort Greene Ville Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly except December, check website 
for updates
Andrew Kenworthy, 1965 W U.S. Rt. 36 W, Greenville, OH 45331, 
937-548-0016, info@FortGreenevilleMuzzleloaders.com – 12/17
Ft. McArthur Longrifles
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly
Jeff Pell, 5464 CH 107, Upper Sandusky, OH 43351, 
419-209-0141; jpbullet50cal@yahoo.com – 12/17
Kill um Buck Longrifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly Feb. to Dec.
Angi Frantz, 147 Stratford Ave., Wadsworth, OH 44281, 
330-294-7211, afrantz327@gmail.com – 12/16
Mansfield Muzzle Loader Rifle Club
Call for Shoots 
Doug Pelton, 769 Sandusky St., Ashland, OH 44805, 
419-282- 1485, pelbaum@zoominternet.net– 12/17
Miami Rifle & Pistol Club
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Gregg Slepicka, 3545 Lutheran Church 
Rd., Farmersville, OH 45325, 937-241-8082 – 12/17
New Frontiersmen Muzzle Loading Club
Shoots 3rd Sunday of each month January-November, Dave 
Moore 4095 Faulk Rd Ashland, OH 44805 419-589-4843, dtm@
zoominternet.net, www.acwcl.org
Ohio Valley Muzzle Loading Gun Club 
Bonny Calderwood, 29069 Big Pine Rd., Logan, OH 43138, 740-
215-2836, kcalderwood@frontier.com – 12/17
Salem Hunting Club Muzzleloaders
Winter shoot, 1st Tuesday, December-April. Summer shoot, 2nd 
Sunday May – September, Turkey shoot, October
Steven G. Stull, 10592 Whippoorwill Rd., Diamond, OH 44412, 
330-654-2989 – 12/17
Sandusky County Hawkeyes
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly
Steve Wright, 1433 CR 31, Fremont, OH 43420, 
419-680-5442, savedwright@gmail.com – 12/17
Seneca Muzzleloaders 
Call for shoot dates, Rob Gerding 526 Madison St. Port 
Clinton, OH. 43452, 419-341-8657, robbob@hush.com or 
senecamuzzleloaders@cros.net- 12/17
Shawnee Long Rifles
Shoots 4th Sun. monthly except Dec., Jan. & Feb., January 1st Shoot, 
Turkey Shoot Sunday before Thanksgiving
Aaron Moeller, 11192 Glynwood Rd, Wapakoneta, OH  45895, 
41-953-2872, aaronmoeller@gmail.com– 12/17
Simon Kenton Long Rifles
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Bret Huggard, 937-231-5709, bret.
huggard@gmail.com
Sons of Liberty 
Norman Garringer, 4662 Biers Run Rd., Chillicothe, OH 45601, 740-
773-3891, normanga@roadrunner.com – 12/17
Southern Ohio Dog & Game Protective Assoc.
December 16, 2018 Blanket Shoot starts at noon,
Mike Weissmann, 513-382-1013, 10630 East Miami River Rd. 
Cincinnati, OH. 45252, sodgpa@fuse.net-12/17
Toledo Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly except May
Jim Fletcher, 2938 Kenwood Blvd., Toledo, OH 43606, 
419-536-2505 – 12/17

Wolf Creek Capsnappers
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly May – November except holiday 
weekends
Lars Lutton – 386-847-4653; Ryan Armstrong740-336-1938, 
7220 Thomas Rd., Chesterhill, OH 43728, lutton@ohio.edu – 12/16

OKLAHOMA
Longrifles of the Canadian
Shoots monthly-call for dates, Ron Doggett, 4031 NW 34th, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73112, 405-44-5764, www.military.okcgunclub.
org/m/muzz.html

OREGON
Grizzly Mountain Long Rifles
Shoots 2nd Sunday of each month
Ted Hartman, 4377 NW Canal Blvd #1, Redmond, OR 97756, 541-
788-2122, saddler@iglide.net – 12/17

PENNSYLVANIA
Altoona Rifle and Pistol Club
Tim Bottenfield, 546 Pistol Club Rd., Altoona, PA 16601, 814-937-
1036, tabdi@atlanticbb.net – 12/16
Blue Mountain Muzzleloading Rifle Assoc.
Various Shoots – call for info 
Michael Wengert, 5116 Old Route 27, Hamburg, PA 19526, 610-
488-1608 – 12/16
Blue Ridge Rifles, Inc.
Call for shoot information, 
Cathy Bates, 1605 W Main St., Trappe, PA 19426, 
610-489-3878, BRRifles@gmail.com – 12/17
Dogg Clan Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly April – November
Rendezvous 3rd Sunday weekend of October
James P. Montgomery, 5453 Bye Rd., East Palestine, OH 44413, 
330-886-0133-12/2013
Forest Grove Black Powder Rifle Men
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly 11am-4pm Woodswalk course; 
Michael Karkalla, 2158 Fairhill Rd, Sewickley, PA 15143, 
412-877-5626, mike@thomsonproperties.net, 
www.forestgrovesportsmen.com 
Ft. McCord Militia
Grocery shoot, Paper shoots
Jacqueline B. Fischer, 595 Apple Way Rd., St. Thomas, PA 17252, 
301-582-2904, jackiebeth@myactv.net stthomassportsmen.
com – 12/17
Garland Ridge Runners Muzzleloader Club, Inc.
Shoots last Sunday months June-October 10am, Bonnie Curry, 
814-688-4021, garlandridgerunners@verizon.net
Lancaster Muzzle Loading Rifle Assoc. 
731 Mt. Vernon Rd. Gap. PA. 17527; Margaret A. Allison, 717-
442-8578-12/17
Marriottsville Muzzleloader, Inc. 
Tim Frank, 106 Hershey Circle, Stewartstown, PA. 17363, www.
mmlblackpowder.com, secretary@mmlblackpowder.com, 717-
993-2077-12/17
Old Westmoreland Rifles
Darryl Myers, 724-522-1729, John Kaminsky, 
724-887-7265, Phil Cravener, 724-539-7667 – 12/17
Pennsylvania Federation of 
Black Powder Shooters, Inc.
Vickie Shaffer, 1820 Harlansburg Rd New Castle, PA 16101, 724-
714-3181, www.pfbps.com – 12/17
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CALL (812) 667-5131 to advertise in our classified ads section

She She Quin Buckskinners
Shoots 2nd Sun. monthly.
Martha Spring, 75 Sportman Club Lane, Trout Run, PA. 17771, 570-
326-4713; fmspring@comcast.net – 12/17
Southern Chester County
Shoots 2nd Saturday each month through December
Andrew B. Gregg, 584 Salem Church Rd, Newark, DE. 19702, 
302-388-8695, 
buchanan1961@gmail.com, www.sccsfa.org – 12/17 
Sportsmen’s & Farmer’s Assoc
Quarterly matches 
Andrew Gregg, 720 Sportsmans Lane, Kennett Square, PA 19348, 
302-588-8695, blackpowder@sccsfa.org – 12/16
Upper Allegheny Muzzleloaders
Monthly shoots April-Nov (call for deviations). All shoots start a 
1pm (not including 3 day shoot in May) on the following dates in 
2018: April 8, May 6, May 26, 27, 28, June 3, July 8, Aug. 12, Sept. 
9, Oct. 14, Nov 11.
Eric Hewitt, 3864 Lawson Road, Jamestown, NY, 14701,  
716-488-1992
Washington County Buckskinners
Blanket Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly 
Roy E. Scott, 304 Buckels Ave., Houston, PA 15342, 
724-745-8402, REScott1743@comcast.net – 12/16
Western States Muzzle Loaders Association
Ken Laverty, 5440 Agostino Court, Concord, CA 94521, 
925-672-7088, klaverty@astound.net, www.wsmla.org – 12/17
Whispering Pines Cap & Flint Club
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly.
Della Bennet, 9986 Apt. 3 Coryland Rd. Millerton, PA.16936, 570-
537-2398, whisperingpinescapandflint@gmail.com  – 12/17

RHODE ISLAND
Tiveron Rod & Gun Club
Michael Von Villas #15  Carole Dr Tiventon, RI 02878, 
401-624-1346, mvon60@cox.net 

SOUTH CAROLINA
Carolina PO Boy Muzzleloaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly except in May which is 1st Sunday
Bobby Parris, 1171 County Line Rd., Harlem, GA 30814, 706-
556-6102 
Charles Towne Long Rifles
Shoots last Sun. monthly except Nov. and Dec. which is 3rd Sun.
Mike Arthur, 843-412-1992, 58caliber@gmail.com;  
charlestownelong rifles.blogspot.com 
Piedmont Muzzleloaders, Inc.
Shoots 3rd Sun. monthly
Marshal Kline, 310 Quail Run Circle, Fountain Inn, SC 29644, 864-
419-6962, klinemt@msn.com 

SOUTH DAKOTA
Muzzle Loaders of the Black Hills
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly April through September
Rocky Schmelz, PO Box 3055, Rapid City, SD 57709-3055, 605-
430-5540; ramrodrock@msn.com 
Split Rock Muzzle Loading Clan
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly April through Oct.
www.splitrockmuzzleloaders.com/
Lynn Aspaas, 4500 Pin Oak Court, Sioux Falls, SD 57103, 605-335-
4023, aspaasbl@gmail.com ramrodrock@msn.com 

TENNESSEE
Chattanooga Rifle Club Rangers
Shoots 4th Sun.of month Feb. through Nov. except July
Charles Sedgwick, 7636 Lenox Trace Drive, Hixson, TN 37343, 423-
842-7287; csedg@epbfi.com 
Chilhowee Rod & Gun Club 
Inline Territorial March 17, 2018, TN State Inline Championship 
October 2018
John Mankin 114 Co Rd 7001 Athens, TN 37303, 
423-462-4802, jmankin@comcast.net, chilhoweerodandgunclub.
com
Elk River Long Rifles
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly
Beckie Henderson,  900 Bragg Circle, Tullahoma, TN 37388, 
931-455-3904 
Possum Branch Backwoodsmen
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly February-September; Shoots 2nd 
Weekend in October
Goober Edison, 615-405-1823; Jack Jones, 3347 N. Mt. Pleasant 
Rd., Greenbrier, TN 37073, 615-948-6284, jbj3346@aol.com 
Tennessee Longhunters
Shoots August, October & December
Carl Crane 1104 Shannon Lane Franklin, TN 34064, 
615-790-9211 OR 615-224-2107, carlylej@comcast.net; 
www.tennesseelonghunters.org 
The South Central Middle East Tennessee Long Rifles
Shoot dates 3rd Saturday, Dean Simpson, 865-659-2893
The Widowmakers
Shoots vary please call, Jesse Rejko, 7210 White Oak Rd Stewart, 
TN 37175, 317-716-6697, deerstandalone@1791.com; www.
thewidowmakers7.com

TEXAS
Dallas Muzzle Loading Gun Club
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly except May
Frank B. Sweeney, 9204 Heatherdale Dr. Dallas, TX. 75243, 214-
341-9421, franksweeney1@att.net 
Greenwood Longrifles
Shoots 1st Sat. monthly 
Ken Springs, 341 North Shanks, Clute, TX 77531, 
979-239-8372, kennethsprings@sbcglobal.net 
Red River Renegades
Shotgun Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly
Turkey Shoot last weekend of Oct. – Sat. and Sun. 
Rifle/Pistol Shoots Last Sunday monthly
Jim or Patty Lawrence, 4936 So. Lake Park Dr., Wichita Falls, TX , 
940-636-1226, tworendegades@att.net 
Texas Muzzle Loading Rifle Association
Andy Larson, 831 Wavecrest Lane, Houston, TX 77062, 
281-486-7166, andylarson@juno.com, 
tmlrassociation.com, – 12/16

UTAH
Mountain Men of the Wasatch
Shoots 2nd Sunday and Last Saturday monthly
David George, 1440 West 650 South, Heber, UT 84032, 801-599-
7771 – 12/17 

VERMONT
Bayley-Hazen Muzzleloaders
Shoot last Sat. monthly March through October
Bob Lindemann, 266 Turner Rd, Moretown, VT 05660, 
802-229-2062, rlindemann@pshift.com – 12/17
Lamoille Valley Fish & Game Club
Harland Blodgett, 22 Poker Hill Rd., Underhill, VT 05489, 802-899-
3889; hfblodgett@ yahoo.com – 12/16

VIRGINIA
Bayley Hazen Muzzleloaders 
3rd Saturday monthly 
Bob Lindemann 266, Turner Rd. Moretown, VT. 05660, 
rlindemann@pshift.com, 802-229-2062-12/17
Bull Run Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Tony Sucher, 5415 Dublin Ave., 
Springfield, VA 22151, 703-354-2726, 
ajsucher@cox.net – 12/17
James River Black Powder Club
Various Shoots – call for info.
Susan Martins, 1156 Sunken Meadow Rd, Spring Grove, VA 23881; 
757-866-8389 – 12/16
Riflemen of Wynne’s Falls
David Clark, 214 Bailey Place, Danville, VA 24540, 
434-836-5652, dnbclark@verizon.net – 12/17
The Shenandoah Longrifles
Various Shoots – call for info.
Hollie Blankemeyer, 2942 Oak Crest Ave, Roanoke, VA 24015; 540-
797-6265; slrscribe@yahoo.com, 
shenandoahlong rifles.com – 12/16
Wilderness Road Muzzleloaders
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly (weather permitting) 
James Hartlage, 485 Lakeview Dr., Wytheville, VA 24382, 276-228-
463, jimlhart@embarqmail.com, 
www.wildernessroadmuzzleloaders.com 
Witten Fort Long Rifles
Shoots second Saturday monthly April through October and first 
Saturday in November
Wayne Craig, P.O. Box 113, Richland, VA 24641, 
276-964-5627, flyfishwc06@verizon.net – 12/16

WASHINGTON
Cascade Mountain Men
3rd Sunday of each month.
Steve A. Baima, 13025 SE Newport Way, Vellevue, WA 98006, 
percman48@comcast.net – 12/17
Spokane Falls Muzzle Loaders
Shoot 2nd Sun. monthly
Jack Dolan, 25902 W. Hallett Rd., Medical Lake, WA 99022, 509-
299-5419, lonepine40@aim.com – 12/17

WEST VIRGINIA
Appalchian Rangers Muzzleloading Club
Shoots 2nd Sunday of every month Feb. – Oct.
Jennie Shaffer, 404 Powell Ave, Stonewood, WV, 26301, 
304-624-8891, shafferj1966@hotmail.com – 12/17

Kate Carpenter Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly January through September, Trap 
shoot at every match.
Willie Perkins, 798 Gray Gable Rd., Crawley, WV 24931, 
304-646-0836, wdp1902@yahoo.com – 12/17
Mountaineer Flintlock Rifles, Inc.
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly 
Primitive Shoot 1st Saturday monthly
Turkey Shoot 2nd Saturday in November
David R. Pennington, 12 Morgan Court, Hurricane, WV 25526, 304-
543-5223, drpennington3@gmail.com – 12/17
Tygart Valley Muzzleloaders
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly April - September
Jim Cost, 204 1st St., Elkins, WV 26241, 304-642-1200 – 12/16
West Virginia Muzzleloader Association
Shannon Lewis, 525 Bailey Ridge Road, Buckhannon, WV 26201, 
304-613-5045, shannon0569@yahoo.com, wvmla.com – 12/17
WV Ridge Runners
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly March – Oct; Meat Shoot 3rd Sun. 
in Oct. 
Marvin Wotring, 392 Upper Cobun Creek Rd., Morgantown, WV 
26354, 304-291-0803, flintlockone@aol.com – 12/17

WISCONSIN
Beloit Rifle Club, Inc.
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly except November 
Harley J Whitt, 1908 Forest Ave., Beloit, WI 53511, 
608-921-1542, beloitrifleclub.org – 12/16
Fox Valley Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly, Brian Bradley, 4330 County Rd. S. 
Oshkosh, WI. 54904 – bcbradley48@gmail.com, 
920-233-5332, www.foxvalleyuzzleloaders.com-12/17
Ft. Oneida M.L., Inc.
Shoot 2nd Sun. monthly
Todd Meyers, 2347 Conifer Ct., Suamico, WI 54313, 
920-609-3287 – 12/17
Smoky Hollow Muzzle Loaders
Shoot 1st Sun. monthly
Lulita Zellmer, N 59 W 27099 Ainsworth Rd, Sussex, WI 53089, 
262-538-1316, lulitaz@earthlink.net – 12/17
Wisconsin Muzzle Loading Association
Various Shoots – call for info.
Charlie Brown, 8131 N. Oak Ridge Dr., Milton, WI 53563, 608-868-
2514, brown@ centurytel.net – 12/17
Yellowstone Flint & Cap Club, Inc.
Vicki Tollakson, PO Box 3, Argyle, WI 53504; nvet@centurytel.net, 
yellowstoneblackhawk park.webs.com – 12/16

WYOMING
Big Horn Basin Muzzleloaders
Shoot 1st Sun. monthly
Jim Hanchett, 590 Lane 9, Powell, WY 82435, 
307-754-4219, jhanchett@directairnet.com – 12/16

CANADA
Trails End Muzzleloaders
David Arnold, 10635 Pioneer Line, Chatham, ON Canada N7M 5J2, 
519-354-9892, twoarnolds@kent.net, 
workingcowboy leather.com –linktotrailsend, – 12/17    
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Last  Relay
We regret to report the death of these fellow members. 

The Association extends its  condolences to their 
families and friends.

Gary Butler (1934 — 2017)

BRUCE R. HULBURT 
PENNSYLVANIA PA

ARCHIE P. MELANCON
FLORIDA

DALE E. FARNSLEY
INDIANA

TRACY L. MCCRACKEN
MISSOURI

HENRY E. LEBLANC
MASSACHUSETTES

PAUL E. VANSLOOTEN
MICHIGAN

EUGENE PAYNE
TENNESSEE

ROBERT C. TODD
FLORIDA

CHARLES L. PAINTER
WASHINGTON

JOHN A. KANIA
CONNECTICUT

CHARLES KROEGER
OHIO

TERRY MORGAN
OHIO

  Sign me up! Here’s my annual membership fee of 
$40.00 ($50.00 in U.S. funds for mailing addresses 
outside the United States). Send me the monthly 
membership magazine Muzzle Blasts, and full 
NMLRA membership credentials.

Name  ___________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________

City State Zip  ___________________________________________

E-mail  __________________________________________________

 Payment Enclosed (check or money order). 

Charge to Visa  Master Card  Discover

Card#  ___________________________________________________

3 digit V-Code  ___________________ Exp.  _________________

Signature  _______________________________________________

Daytime Phone#  ________________________________________

•  Muzzle Blasts Members of the NMLRA receive 
Muzzle Blasts, the monthly membership 
publication devoted to all aspects of the 
muzzleloading sport.

•  Scholarship Program The NMLRA sponsors a 
scholarship program for its members and their 
dependents.

•  National Competitions With your NMLRA mem-
bership card, you have the opportunity to attend 
two national championship matches in centrally 
located Friendship, Indiana. And if a Western 
climate is more to your liking, the NMLRA holds 
its Western National Shoot in Phoenix, Arizona 
during the winter months.

•  Muzzleloading Education Members of the 
NMLRA can take advantage of the association’s 
Muzzleloading Education Program. 

•  Charter Clubs The NMLRA has over three 
hundred muzzleloading charter clubs across 
the country, each with its own schedule of 
events and range times. 

•  National Range The Walter Cline National Range in 
Friendship, Indiana, is open to NMLRA members who 
wish to shoot—whether it be for a day or a weekend, 
because camping facilities are available at the range. 

•  Territorial Competitions Thirty NMLRA-sponsored 
territorial matches are held throughout the United 
States, and your NMLRA membership card allows 
you to participate in these events.

Mail to: NMLRA Membership Dept. MB
PO Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021-0067

or call 812-667-5131.
Sign up on the website: http://www.nmlra.org

e-mail: lparks@nmlra.org

Gary Butler lived at Lawrenceburg, Indiana, about 20 miles from 
Friendship. His membership in NMLRA dated from at least 
1968 and I suspect long before that. His interest in the NMLRA 
centered on the Trap Range. Gary was an avid shooter there and 
also shot for many years on the USIMLT International Team. He 
did so very successfully. On International teams, he competed in 
Switzerland, Holland, England, France, Canada, and at Camp 
Perry, Ohio. Keep in mind that the speed of International trap 
birds is roughly TWICE as fast as regular ATA birds. He and the 
late Jim Guy were inveterate experimenters in loading, managing 
and shooting muzzleloading shotguns. Gary was chair of the NMLRA Trap Committee and 
Jim Guy Chief Range Officer there for many years. According to Gary McGraw, Gary Butler 
bought the Circle Fly Wads business when Bob Tingle died and after running it for many 
years, sold the business to the late Larry Smith. Gary also noted Butler was the last person 
to win the Trap Championship with an original (Spencer) double shotgun. Not content to 
merely partake of the NMLRA’s programs, Gary served many years as an NMLRA Direc-
tor. Many of those years were spent in monitoring legislative matters as they applied to the 
NMLRA and gun owners in general. He wrote it up for inclusion in Muzzle Blasts. As chair 
of that committee, he succeeded Vaughn Goodwin in that role. It was under Gary’s watch 
that we defeated the inclusion of tagants in our black powder. He spent a number of years in 
the Indiana State Legislature where you may be sure he represented NMLRA’s interests. He 
was a dedicated collector of Westley Richards firearms and maintained an extensive collection 
of them. With his step-son Richard, he mounted an impressive display of Westley Richards’ 
guns in the Rand House in 2005. Many a weary mile on the way to and from distant gun 
shows, the writer listened to stories told by Gary. Most were about the shooting sports, 
but some of them were about his boating days on the Ohio River. He maintained a classic 
inboard cruiser as a young man and frequented Laughery Island, named for Col. Laughery 
who was defeated there by the Indians in 1781. It is Laughery Creek that runs through 
NMLRA’s property at Friendship, Indiana. Gary is survived by his wife, Dee, and NMLRA 
member step-son Richard Butler. Gary was a close and good neighbor in camping at the 
National Shoots and all who were privileged to know him will miss him in both the U.S. and 
foreign countries where he competed.  
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ALABAMA
RIFLE & PISTOL 
May 4-6, 2018
Sponsor Club: Alabama State Muzzleloading Rifle Assoc. 
Contact: Margaret Meg Millican, office 205-629-7192, 
1megawoman@gmail.com
Range Location:  Brierfield Ironworks Historical State Park, 
240 Furnace Parkway Brierfield, AL 35035

ALASKA 
PISTOL & RIFLE
June 21-24, 2018
Sponsor Club: AK State Muzzleloaders Assoc. and McKinley 
Mountain Men Muzzle Loading Rifle Club
Contact: Keith Bayha, 907-746-6662, 907-223-1993, 
nohorn@gci.net
Range location: Fort Wick, off Yoder Road, near Talkeetna, AK

CALIFORNIA
RIFLE & PISTOL
May 9-13, 2018
Sponsor Club: Sacramento Valley Muzzle Loaders
Contact: Neysa Bush, 916-362-1469, 916-849-3104, 
neysamb@aol.com
Range location: Sacramento Valley Shooting Center, 
Sloughhouse, CA

COLORADO
RIFLE & PISTOL
June 15-17, 2018
Sponsor Club: Buckhorn Skinners
Contact: Ron Ring, 970-692-4658, rring282@gmail.com
Range location: Fort Lupton, Co

TRAP & SKEET
July 11-15, 2018
Sponsor Club: Colorado State Muzzleloaders Assoc.
Contact: Tom Hart, 719-275-8418, 719-289-1840, 
TKhart25@gmail.com
Range location: Blue Valley Sportsman Club, Kremmling, CO

FLORIDA
RIFLE & PISTOL
May 4-6, 2018
Sponsor Club: Florida Frontiersmen Inc. 
Match Director :Mark Landon, 813-758-3376, mdlandon3@
verizon.net
Contact: Susie Hull, hullsusie@gamil.com 
Range Location: 1000 Old Ft. Meade Rd. Homeland, FL 
33847

GEORGIA
RIFLE & PISTOL
October 18-20, 2018
Sponsor Club: Blue Ridge Mountain Men 
Contact: Dan Pressley, 706-491-2376, 706-754-7791, 
dpressley@windstream.net
Range Location: 2208 Toms Creek Rd. Martin, GA

IDAHO 
RIFLE & PISTOL
June 12-17, 2018
Sponsor Club: EE-DA How Long Rifle Inc. 
Contact: Arnold Burr, 208-870-0551, Bard90@gmail.com
Range location: Black’s Creek Public Shooting Range 2420 
Kuna Mora Rd. Kuna, ID. 83634

ILLINOIS
RIFLE & PISTOL
May 18-20, 2018
Sponsor Club: Prairieland Frontiersmen 
Contact: Lyle Kruger, 217-343-6161, 217-536-6454, 
lekruger@frontiernet.net 
Range location: 1450 E. Co. Rd. 800 N. Moultrie Co. IL 61951

INDIANA
RIFLE & PISTOL
June 2-4, 2018
Sponsor Club: NMLRA
Contact: Rick Repovsch, 763-233-2107, 
rrepovsch@hotmail.com 
Range location: Walter Cline Range, Friendship, IN.

TRAP & SKEET
September 8-16, 2018
Sponsor Club: NMLRA
Contact: Will Elliott, 937-971-9274
Range Location: Walter Cline Range Friendship, IN 

IOWA
RIFLE & PISTOL
May 25-27, 2018
Sponsor Club: Beaver Creek Plainsmen, Inc. 
Contact: Norma Holcomb, 515-262-4712, 515-979-3446, 
norma.holcomb@q.com
Range location: 10842 N 103rd Ave. West, Collins, IA. 50216

MAINE
RIFLE & PISTOL
July 13-15, 2018
Sponsor Club: York County Powder Burners
Contact: Michael Davis, 207-637-2603, 
103staples@gmail.com
Range location: 679 Cape Rd. (Rt. 117) Limington

MICHIGAN
TRAP & SKEET
June 1-3, 2018
Sponsor Club: Grant Valley Cap ‘n’ Ballers
Contact: Ron Fernwalt, 616-836-5760, 616-836-5760, 
Rbfern@triton.net
Range location: 3576 26th St. Hopkins, MI 49328 

RIFLE & PISTOL
August 17-19, 2018
Sponsor Club: Tobacco River Muzzle Loaders
Contact: Cari Jefferson, 989-435-4700, 301-256-7784, 
cariljefferson@aol.com
Range location: Beaverton, MI

MINNESOTA
RIFLE & PISTOL
June 21-24, 2018
Sponsor Club: Gopher Rifle and Revolver Club
Contact: Rick Repovsch, 763-233-2105. 
rrepovsch@hotmail.com
Range Location: Harris, MN

MISSOURI
RIFLE & PISTOL 
July 5-8, 2018
Sponsor Club: Ft. Osage Muzzle Loaders
Match Director: Jim Thorp, 660-232-4944
Contact: Richard Brinkman, rhbrink@hotmail.com 
Range location: 1637 N.W. 550th Rd. Kingsville, MO. 64061

TRAP & SKEET
Oct. 19-21, 2018
Sponsor Club: Lentz Macon 63 Gun Club, LLC
Contact: Linda Yeubanks, 660-385-4963, 
dyeubanks@yahoo.com
Range location: Lentz Macon 63 Gun Club, 29790 Jigsaw Pl., 
Macon, MO. 63552

NEBRASKA
RIFLE & PISTOL
April 26- 29, 2018
Sponsor Club: Fort Atkinson Muzzleloaders
Contact: Greta Schlabs, 402-533-8389, 402-672-7202, 
grlherman@abbnebraska.com 
Range location: Winslow, NE

NEW HAMPSHIRE
RIFLE & PISTOL
June 22-24, 2018
Sponsor Club: Sunset Mountain Fish & Game
Contact: Julie Cate, 603-648-2106, frizzinfan@aim.com
Range location: Canterbury, NH.

NEW YORK
RIFLE & PISTOL
September 28-30, 2018
Sponsor Club: Old Saratoga Muzzle Loading Club
Contact: Tara Manzer, 518-664-3713, 
osmlcsecretary@gmail.com
Range location: Duell Rd. Schuylerville, NY

NORTH CAROLINA
RIFLE & PISTOL
April 12-15, 2018 
Alternate Date: April 26-29, 2018
Sponsor Club: Crosse Creek Rifle and Pistol Club, Inc.
Contact: Buck Buchanan, 910-977-6200,
buck100-10x@nc.rr.com
Range location: 3229 Blossom Road, Fayetteville, NC. 28306

OREGON
RIFLE & PISTOL
July 19-24, 2018
Sponsor Club: Western States Muzzle Loading Assoc.
Contact: Michael Bush, 916-362-1469, 
meanmike8665@aol.com
Range location: Josephine County Sportsman Assoc., Grants 
Pass, OR

PENNSYLVANIA
RIFLE & PISTOL
July 20-22, 2018
Sponsor Club: Blue Mountain M.L. Riffle Assoc.
Contact: John Arrowood, 484-459-2735, 
benchgunner@gmail.com
Range location: Shartlesville, PA

TENNESSEE
INLINE RIFLE
March 18, 2018
Sponsor Club: Chilhowee Rod & Gun Club
Contact: John Mankin, 423-462-4802, jmankin@comcast.net
Range location: Chilhowee R&G Club, Athens, TN.

VERMONT
RIFLE, PISTOL, TRAP & SKEET
May 17-20, 2018
Sponsor Club: Lamoille Valley Fish & Game Club
Contact: Harland Blodgett, 802-899-3889, 
hflbodgett@yahoo.com
Range location: 1156 Garfield Rd. Morrisville, VT. 05661

WEST VIRGINIA
RIFLE & PISTOL 
May 4-6, 2018
Sponsor Club: Kate Carpenter Muzzleloaders
Contact: Tim Flaim, 304-573-1862, 304-645-1010, 
taflaim@hotmail.com
Range location: Clintonville, WV   

TERRITORIAL MATCHES

Visit our new website www.NMLRA.org
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Luther wasn’t yet sixteen years old when he was finally admitted 
into the army.

Junior Blasts
Luther didn’t really care for school, but then again the rugged beauty 
of the New York Finger Lake region called to him every day, like a 
bedeviling siren’s song. It was there that Luther first learned how to 
hunt and fish; the basics of survival. It was those first beginnings that 
shaped his life.

When Luther was still a boy, the call of duty to fight in the Civil War 
emptied his hometown. Luther was too young, but that didn’t stop 
him from yearning to earn glory on the battlefield as he watched the 
parades of men march down the main street through town, looking 
proud in their colorful, crisp uniforms.

At times, the excitement was almost too much for Luther. The beat 
of the drums, the snapping of the flags, and the colorful uniform’s 
insignia appealed greatly to a young man itching to prove himself, 
especially when Luther saw a few of his schoolmates marching off. 
But, Luther was the oldest and it was his duty to stay home and care 
for his mother and family.

As the tides of war crashed down upon the Confederacy, Luther’s 
mother finally consented for him to go into the U.S. Army, but 
would they take him? He wasn’t yet 16 years old! His attempt to join 
the Fourth New York Cavalry failed, but learning what not to say, he 
tried again. This time his tall stature and careful answers convinced 
the recruiter of the 10th Infantry that Luther was old enough to 
fight. But, as fate would have it, the fighting had ended and troops 

were needed in the west.

After shipping out to serve in the 
U.S. Army on the northern plains of 
the Dakotas, Luther quickly earned 
the respect of his commanding 
officers, with his hunting prowess 
and ability to fulfill his duty, 
regardless of hardship.

As Luther served his country, he 
was impressed with the excitement 
and pageantry of the Plains Indians. 
When his enlistment ended, the 
wilderness of the Rockies called to 
Luther stronger than the woods back 
home in New York. While he was 
just eighteen, Luther had no fears 
about heading into the hazards of the 
West alone. 

In time, Luther became well known 
and respected as an American soldier, 

By Alan Garbers/Illustrations by George Peskunck Larrabee
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a hunter, a scout, and most of all, an adventurer. His adventures took 
him all over the world, and eventually back home to write about all 
of it. There were many stories and books written about Luther and 
even a movie made of some of his exploits. But, you may have never 
heard of him by his given name. Today he is best remembered as 
“Yellowstone” Kelly.

Game of the Month
Tossing the Wellie
This is a traditional game of throwing a Wellington boot for distance. 
The legend is that this game started as a result of the men-folk 
coming home from working in the muddy fields and woods. When 
the men walked into the house with their muddy boots on, tracking 
mud onto the freshly washed floor, the trouble began. The women-
folk, who had worked all day scrubbing the floors, became so angry 
they took the dirty boots, using them to chase the men out of the 
house. The challenge was to throw the “wellies” at the offending 
husband as he ran across the pasture. 

It became a game to compete to see who could throw a boot the 
farthest. For safety sake, men are no longer the target.

 All that is needed is an open field, a boot, and a measuring tape long 
enough to measure the distances the boot is thrown. The longest 
throw wins.

Firearm Safety
Casting Lead
Many shooters like to cast their own bullets. While it is fun to make 
your own bullets, lead is toxic and precautions need to be taken.

1. Young children should be kept away from the area.

2. Always have cast bullets where there is good air movement so that 
the air is fresh and clean. Lead fumes can cause many health issues 
so make sure to have the area well ventilated.

3. Always wear safety glasses or a face shield. Hot lead is a liquid and 
can splash or spill.

4. Lead, and the tools used to cast can become quite hot (600 
degrees). Wear gloves, shirts with long sleeves, and long pants to 
prevent being burned by hot lead or the tools. 

5. To prevent ingesting lead, wash your hands often, and don’t eat 
anything while casting. 

6. Be careful when pouring the lead into a mold. Too much lead can 
spill over and drop places that may start fires or damage.

7.  Wear gloves while handling lead, even if it is cold. Lead is toxic 
and can cause health issues if eaten, absorbed through the skin, or 
inhaled.

8. Remove and wash all clothes as soon as the casting session is over.

9. Be careful when disposing of the slag, as it is often more toxic than 
the lead itself.

What's That?
Here are some terms you might hear when casting your own bullets. 
You pick out the correct definition.

Cast – 1. To throw a fishing line out onto a body of water. 2. The 
actors in a play or movie. 3. The pour of molten metal into a mold.

Lead – 1. To show others the way. 2. The graphite core of a pencil.  
3. A heavy element used to make bullets and other items.

Ball – 1. A formal dance. 2. A round bullet. 3. To have fun doing 
something.                                                              ANSWERS: 3 • 3 • 2

Riddles
1.      When is a black cat bad luck?    

2.      What two words start and end with “he”?

3.      What time is it when a horse sits on your chair?     

 Answers: 
1.      When you’re a mouse.

2.      Heartache – Headache

3.      Time to get a new chair.   
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By Doug Zaffino

CHATTER
Charter Club

As promised, we’ll start talking about the rules, or maybe we 
should call them guidelines, we follow at club shoots. Charter 
Clubs are strongly encouraged to follow NMLRA range rules. 
A copy of the rules may be obtained from the office. These rules 
have come about after, shall we say a “lifetime” of shooting 
experiences on or off the range, throw in some common sense, 
and voila.

These rules not only cover safe shooting practices, but also govern 
how matches are operated, scoring, and much more. Get yourself 
a copy so that you can be illuminated as to what is expected on 
the line. Clubs, having copies of the rules is a must for your own 
operations, but any and all disputes are easily straightened out 
when it’s in black and white.

I enjoy the privilege of teaching future range officers, watching 
the lines, not only locally, but nationally as well. I get a lot of 
exercise walking up and down the line. Sitting in a tower doesn’t 
allow visual inspection of some rules such as open cans of powder. 
I meet lots of people and enjoy every experience.  One thing 
that I see in many infractions of the range rules is just a lack of 
knowledge of them. Most new shooters don’t have exposure to 
the rules. Most of the “on line” protocols are learned through 
osmosis. I would love to see all shooters either re-familiarize 
themselves with range rules and practices, or get their initial 
exposure here. A lot of what I will be writing about is from my 
own experiences on the line at the Nationals and from many non-
national shoots. 

So, in order to help familiarize shooters with NMLRA range 
rules, I’d like to start out from the beginning: at the range shack, 
or wherever targets or matches are bought. Somewhere in the 
range/target shack should be a display of targets and or matches 
to be shot. Be careful to buy what you want to shoot. Many 
times you’ll see matches as per “their program.” Which means 
the conditions or rules for shooting this match differ from the 
NMLRA Range Rules. Sometimes a program will vary from 
NMLRA rules, or have a procedure that is different from what 
you are used to shooting. I strongly encourage clubs to post these 
deviations so that all shooters will see these prior to shooting. 
Once you have bought your targets remember that it is the 
shooter’s responsibility to post the targets at the proper yardage 
and orientation (ex., Fer du lac- vertically?). If you have any 
questions, check with the range officer. 

Now what? Post your target, right? Well, hold on, remember, you 
don’t go down range until the range officer gives the “You may 
proceed down range to change your target” command. So, before 
going down range to post your target, you need to set up your 
equipment at the bench. That’s because you generally don’t leave 
a target posted for more than one relay. So get your shooting box, 
gun, etc., on the bench and ready to go. 

There are several things to remember when bringing your gear 
to the bench. One, is no handling of firearms while people are 
down range. You have to wait until the shooting resumes before 
bringing your gun up to the loading bench (rule 1088). Two, is 
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all firearms must be carried muzzle up (above your head except 
pistol) while at the loading bench and firing line (1080). The 
loading bench is where all loading goes on. Once loaded, the gun 
must be carried to the firing line muzzle up (1080), UNPRIMED! 
(rule 1140). If you have ever heard the expression, “Toe the Line,” 
here is where it comes into play. We must stand toes UP TO and 
but not BEYOND the firing line (marked out on the ground), 
before repositioning the gun from muzzle up to firing position. 
Once in position on the line you may prime (1140) and shoot, 
assuming of course that the range is hot. 

Ok, now that we are set up and the line is hot, let’s load. First we 
must ensure the hammer, if flint, must be down to it's in the pan 
position (rule 1100). This is the position the hammer will be in 
after firing provided that you didn’t recock it. Leave it down. For 
percussion the hammer will have to be lifted off of the nipple 
and in the half cock position (1100). Not sure why percussions 
are different than a flinter, other than if the percussion hammer 
is over the nipple opening, the pressure from ramming the ball 
down might not have an escape route, possibly not seating the ball 
completely.

Next we will measure out the powder. Always use a measure and 
never pour directly from your powder container (rule 1220). 
Once your powder is poured into your measure, cover your 
powder container, in case any hot embers in the barrel were to 
ignite it (rule 1230). Priming and capping your gun is done when 
you are in position on the firing line. Cap your priming horn and 
put your extra caps away once the gun is primed.

Moving on, once the gun is fired, it is carried back to the loading 
bench muzzle up. The loading bench is the only spot where we 
load, not at the firing line. 

In the old days we used to blow down the barrel after firing and 
loading the next shot. Well this is a giant NO, NO. The NMLRA 
rules brought us all to our senses. Can you imagine what would 
happen if the gun beside you was the gun you heard go off while 
yours hung long enough to put your head over the barrel? Hope 
you dry balled that one! This is covered by rule 1090. This rule 
does however allow the use of a flexible blow tube. Personally I 
don’t think much of the blow tube idea as it still puts one’s head 
too close to all of that splatter.

Well, that’s a start on how we normally operate on the line as well 
as the rules, which govern our actions while shooting off a bench 
and firing line. Any deviations should be displayed so that all 
involved will shoot accordingly.

One last item for this month: I sure would like to see your 
Charter Club send in a short article about your club and add a 
couple pictures to go with it. We did this in the past and have 
gotten away from it recently. Share with us your club activities, 
innovative ideas, and so forth. Many of our readers enjoy reading 
and learning about other Charter Clubs and what they are doing. 

Till next month. Happy wintering. 
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Rendezvous
          Monthly
Messages from t he Rendezvous
NMLRA-Sponsored Rendezvous Information 

Jerry Heister - Chairman; EPR Delegate (exp. 2018)
717-533-3652, Heister5@comcast.net

Melissa Adams – Vice Chairman; EPR Delegate (exp. 2019)
  937-773-8085, whysacrow@gmail.com 

Ed Stout - Corps of Discovery Delegate, 
724-484-7926, Ed.stout139@comcast.net

Jim Penland - NEPR Delegate (exp. 2018)
(h) 716-434-6535 , jimpenland@verizon.net 

Karen Fuller – Recording Secretary; NEPR Delegate (exp. 
2019), 607-220-3324, kfuller.nepr.delegate@gmail.com

Vicki Johnson - ONW Delegate (exp. 2018) 
419-601-2495, Vicki.dte@gmail.com

Henry Felder - ONW Delegate (exp. 2019) 
517-852-9252

Greg Bagshaw - Public Relations Director; SEPR Delegate 
(exp. 2019) ; (h) 336-492-5137, vengier@vengier.com

Robert Woody - SEPR Delegate (exp. 2018)
robertwoody@att.net  

Non-Voting Staff
Mark Adamik, Jr. - Parliamentarian
440-465-9246, Mark.adamik@twcable.com 

Andrew Huey – Treasurer
262 E. State St., Box 344, West Mansfield, OH 43358
937-935-4461, andrewhuey22@gmail.com 

Dan Duhamel – Quartermaster
24 Stella St., Burgettstown, PA 15021, 724-947-4931 or 
cell 724-207-0323, duhameld@yahoo.com

Karen Fuller – Recording Secretary
Beverly Heister – Business Office Manager; NRLHF
PO Box 376, Hershey, PA 17033, 717-312-3016
nrlhfoffice@gmail.com 

Directors representing the NMLRA

Jim Fulmer; NMLRA Director
3358 Mt. Rd., Hamburg, PA 19526, 610-488-1352
Fulmer1776@comcast.net 

Jerry Middendorf; NMLRA Director
1252 N. Kentucky Ave., Westport, IN 47283
812-528-0532, JerryMiddendorf@hotmail.com

NRLHF 2018 Board of 
Directors and Delegates

• • •

If you have any recipes you’d like to share, please send them to me at the 

following address: Linda Fulmer, 3358 Mountain Road, Hamburg, PA 19526;

or e-mail to fulmer1776@comcast.net.

In a large bowl, combine the first nine ingredients; set aside.

In a small saucepan, combine honey, canola oil, and vanilla. Cook 

over low heat for about two minutes or until thoroughly heated. 

Pour heated contents over oat mixture; toss to coat.

Spread into a 15-in. x 10-in. x 1-in. baking pan coated with 

nonstick cooking oil.

Bake at 275 for 30 to 35 minues or until lightly browned, stirring 

twice. Let cool to eat. Store in an airtight container. Yields five 

cups.   

Cooking Up a Taste 
of Rendezvous
GRANOLA SNACK

3 cups old-fashioned oats

1 cup toasted wheat germ

1/4 cup slivered almonds

1/4 cup sunflower kernels

1/4 cup wheat or oat bran

2 tablespoon sesame oil

2 tablespoon flaxseed

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/4 teaspoon salt

1/4 cup honey

2 tablespoon canola oil

1-1/2 teaspoon vanilla

by Linda Fulmer
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This show is between 1700 & 1899,  240 plus tables of antique 
arms, black powder supplies, blacksmithings, horn smithing, 
swords, knives, period clothing, pottery, re-enactors, native 

Americana collectibles. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A Living History Trade Fair  

and 

Annual Antique Arms Show  
Hosted by Conner Longrifles 

Hamilton County 4-H Fairgrounds, 2003 E. Pleasant Street, 
Noblesville, Indiana. near State Rd 37 and 32 

     35th Annual Show for year 2018 

Saturday Feb. 17th 9am-5pm 

Sunday Feb. 18th 9am-3pm 

Sat.  $7,  Two Day Pass $10, Sun. $5  

Children under 12 Free 

Door prizes awarded , Food available  

NO Alcohol allowed on grounds at any time 

Smoke-free building. 

Free Parking, handicap accessible,  

No pets except service animals 

Wear your fancy duds if you like, most do  

For more info:     

Contact:    

Mike Bird  1-317-902-3710 
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NATIONAL RENDEZVOUS 
& LIVING HISTORY 
FOUNDATION, INC.

Corps of Discovery 

May 17 – 20, 2018 
85 Township Rd. 1305, Toronto, OH 43964
Contact: Mark Rebres 740-632-8625
1snake97@frontier.com 

32st Old Northwest Primitive Rendezvous
June 22-30, 2018
Seven Eagles Historical Education Center
16486 Wapakoneta Rd.
Grand Rapids, OH  43522
Contact: Jaret Nye  437-966-5382
jaretnye@gmail.com

24th  Northeastern Primitive Rendezvous 
July  13 – 20, 2018 
109 River Road (Rt. 15), Orrington, ME
Contact: Perley Urquhart 207-664-6031
perleyu@myfairpoint.net

42nd Eastern Primitive Rendezvous
September 21 – 29, 2018
205 Currie Road, Slippery Rock, PA
Contact: Lynn Cowell 724-948-3029
Kenalynn1@verizon.net

37th Southeastern Primitive Rendezvous
297 Reavis Road, Yadkinville, NC 27055
Contact: Mickey Mikulis 941- 745-4103
Twotrips_mickey@hotmail.com   

2018 EVENT SCHEDULE

We stock a wide variety of muzzleloader supplies & accessories 
and carry a full line of Traditions muzzleloaders and 

muzzleloading kits. Also, at Deer Creek Products we have a huge 
selection of parts including parts for CVA, Traditions, Hopkins & 

Allen, Classic Arms, and Mowery Rifles. Call for availability.

**Call for a Catalog**
We also offer a Dealer Program.

www.deercreekproducts.net

Deer Creek Products
P.O. Box 246, Waldron, IN 46182

Phone: 765.525.6181  Fax: 765.525.9595
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As Americans, our heritage is firmly 
based in the use of muzzleloading 
guns. Our love and passion for 
muzzleloaders is broadcast every 
time we go to the range, head into 
the woods, or eagerly open our new 
copy of Muzzle Blasts magazine. The 
best way we can honor the history 

and tradition of muzzleloaders, is to pass on our knowledge to 
our fellow citizens and the next generation by becoming an NRA/
NMLRA Certified Muzzleloader Instructor.

The process of becoming a NRA/NMLRA Certified Muzzleloader 
Instructor is a challenging and rewarding process that starts the first 
time you pressed the trigger of your favorite muzzleloading gun. 
The first pre-qualification of becoming an official instructor is to 
have the love for all things traditional and primitive, have the skills, 
patience, and attentiveness needed to safely, efficiently, and profi-
ciently use all things muzzleloader: flintlocks, percussion cap-locks, 
rifles, pistols, shotguns, fowlers, cap and ball revolvers, and yes even 
those new-fangled modern inlines. 

Years ago, thanks to the cooperation of leadership within the train-
ing divisions of both organizations, the NRA and NMLRA agreed 
to share the same curriculum. The current “Certified Muzzleloader” 
curriculum, written by former NMLRA President Marty Murphy, 
covers all types of muzzleloading guns. As an instructor, you must 
be proficient with muzzleloading rifles, pistols and shotguns, in 
order to be certified to teach the curriculum.

The next step is to find an NMLRA trainer or NRA training coun-
selor who is capable of certifying Muzzleloader Instructors. I happen 
to be able to certify both NRA and NMLRA Instructors. I like to 
get to know my Instructor Candidates before the class by work-
ing with or meeting them (when possible), phone conversations, 

questionnaires, and email correspondence. It is part of my job to 
“vet” each Instructor Candidate and determine if they will be safe, 
responsible educators and ambassadors of proper muzzleloading 
gun usage.

I run my Instructor Certification courses in three (very long) days. 
I can do this because I like to keep my classes small and I have the 
ability to customize my schedule as long as I meet the objectives 
set by the NRA/NMLRA. The following is an account of how I 
run my three-day certification course. Other Trainers and Training 
Counselors may schedule things slightly differently based upon 
class size and range availability, but regardless of whom you train 
under, you should receive the same information and meet the same 
objectives.

Day one is spent entirely in the classroom and starts off with 
Instructor Candidates completing the written test from the end user 
“student” class.  This is a required part of the “Pre-Qualification” 
process. This test is given “cold” without any preparation. Instructor 
Candidates must pass this written test with a score of 90% or better. 

The student textbook used in the Certified 
Muzzleloader Course is the NRA How-
To Series: Muzzleloading Book by Marty 
Murphy. You will be supplied a copy of all 
student and instructor materials by your 
Trainer or Training Counselor, however, it 
is not a bad idea to pick up a copy of this 
excellent text prior to the course so that you 
can study the proper nomenclature and pro-

cedures. The book can be purchased at the NRA Program Material 
Center, materials.nrahq.org.

Next we embark on the NRA’s main contribution: the NRA B.I.T. 
(Basic Instructor Training). The B.I.T. is the NRA’s (and NMLRA’s 
adopted) Rules, Regulations, Policies, Procedures, and Teaching 
Methods to be used when administering the Certified Muzzleloader 
Course. This module gets into the best practices for teaching new 

How To Become An NRA/NMLRA Certified Muzzleloader Instructor

By NMLRA Trainer, Klint MacroStepping Up and Passing It On:
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shooters, children and adults, the safe and proper use of muzzleload-
ing guns. There is a written “Trainer’s Exam” that is administered 
after the B.I.T. is fully presented. Instructor Candidates must pass 
the test with a minimum score of 90%. 

After the B.I.T. is completed, we do a thorough walk through the 
NRA/NMLRA Certified Muzzleloader Course Lesson Plan and 
student handbook. We cover the specific materials needed to teach 
the class, review the format and content of the lessons, and discuss 
the steps to take with students on the range. 

During the Instructor Training, 
we do quite a bit of role-playing.  
During “teach backs”, Instructor 
Candidates will teach portions of 
the Certified Muzzleloader Course 
to the other Instructor Candidates. 
While an Instructor Candidate is 
playing the role of an Instructor, 
the other Instructor Candidates are 
playing a dual role. First they are 

acting as students and participating in conversations and practical 
exercises. Secondly, they follow along with the Lesson Plan and take 
notes so that we all as a group can offer effective evaluations to help 
one other become better presenters, instructors, educators, demon-
strators, and coaches. After the Lesson Plan walk through, I assign 
teach-back assignments to be presented over the remaining days of 
Instructor Training. Now Instructor Candidates have their assign-
ments and can study for their teach-backs overnight. We can start 

fresh in the morning!

The 2nd day of training is 
the Range Day. We begins 
with “Pre-Quals” and then 
conclude with teach backs 
of the live fire portion of 
the Certified Muzzleloader 
Course. 

The “quals” consist of han-
dling, clearing, loading, 
unloading, cleaning, and 
shooting muzzleloading ri-
fles, pistols, and shotguns. 

All activities are su-
pervised and scored. 
I always supply 
Instructor Candidates 
the pre-qualification 
criteria when they 
sign up for the course, 
so they know exactly 
what is expected of 
them. Day 2 is a long 
and challenging day, 

but what better way to spend a day than enjoying the fellowship of 
others and smelling the black powder smoke while you shoot guns!

The Shooting Qualifications are as follows:

Pistol: A minimum of 8 out of 
10 hits on a 9” paper target at 15 
yards using a Muzzleloading Re-
volver and a one or two-handed 
grip in an unsupported standing 
position.

Rifle: A minimum of 8 out of 
10 hits on a 9” paper target at 
25 yards using a Muzzleloading 
Rifle; 5 shots from a bench and 
5 shots from an unsupported 
standing position.

Shotgun: A minimum of 5 out 
of 10 straightaway clay targets, 
10 yards from the thrower, using 
a flintlock or percussion cap 
muzzleloading shotgun.

After the pre-quals are conclud-
ed, we begin with the teach 
backs. Depending on scheduling 
and range availability, and day-
light 
(day-

light savings makes for a longer range 
day) we might start with the live fire 
exercises from the Certified Course, or 
we might retire to the classroom and 
start with classroom exercise Lesson 1. 
Either way, we will maximize our time 
and begin the role-play of Instructor and 
students, teaching portions of the end 
user class, and giving evaluations at the 
conclusion of each module. 

This process will take us into Day 3 as we 
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will teach back the entire “end user” Certified Muzzleloader Course. 
In addition, I offer lecture modules on the Basic Muzzleloading 
Instructional “Method and Evaluating” and “Improving Beginning 
Muzzleloader Shooters.” 

The lessons taught in the “end user”  
Certified  Muzzleloader Course are:

Lesson 1: General Muzzleloader Knowledge and Safe Gun Handling

Lesson 2: Black Powder and Loading Muzzleloading Guns

Lesson 3: Firing and Cleaning a Muzzleloader

Lesson 4: Shooting a Muzzleloader from the Cross Sticks (or an alter-
nate) Position

Lesson 5: Shooting a Muzzleloader from the Offhand or Standing 
Position

Lesson 6: Muzzleloading Shooting Opportunities and Selecting a 
Muzzleloader

NRA/NMLRA Certified Instructors have the flexibility to teach the 

Certified Muzzleloader Course with rifles, pistols, and shotguns, all 
three, or a combination of the three. The course could be done in 
one day or multiple days based upon what types of muzzleloaders 
are being taught, range availability, and class size. The official NRA/
NMLRA Certificate notates what types of muzzleloaders were 
covered.

After all of the teach backs 
are completed and all of 
the evaluations are given, 
there is yet another final 
written exam. This is the 
Certified Muzzleloader 
Instructor Exam. Instruc-
tor Candidates must score 
90% or better in order to 
pass. The exam is used to-
gether with other evaluation tools to determine whether candidates 
have successfully completed the instructor training course.

 The very last module of instruction that I give, is an informal walk 
through the NRA Instructor website where Instructor Candidates 
will finalize their credentials with the NRA and administer classes 
using the online portal. I cover the procedures to finalize the creden-
tials with the NMLRA as well.

Instructor Candidates are now official NRA/NMLRA Certified 
Instructors and can go out into the world and spread the word on 
the safe and correct use of muzzleloading guns, share the history and 
heritage, and pass on the knowledge to help a new generation of 
Americans develop the skills to use muzzleloaders on the range, in 
the woods, and just for fun!

Pictured: Martin Liebschner, Ray Henderson, Paula Parsons, Klint 
Macro and in front, “Official Assistant Helper”, Augie Macro

About the author: Klint Macro is an NMLRA Trainer and NRA 
Training Counselor based in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania area. 
Klint is also the founder of “The Trigger Pressers Union.” For more 
information visit www.triggerpressersunion.com.  
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March 17–18, 2018
9–5 EDT Sat., 9–4 EDT Sun.

Admission 
$7.00 one day, 

$10.00 weekend pass
Yankee Doodle 

Muzzle Loaders, Inc.

Brought to you by

future date: 
March 16–17, 2019

Dealers 
Collectors
Educators 

History Buffs 
Living History 

Reenactors 
Related 
Artisans

welcome

Kalamazoo County Expo Center
2900 Lake Street  
Kalamazoo, MI

For lodging information go to 
www.DiscoverKalamazoo.com

Kalamazoo
Living History Show

™

P.O. Box 2214
West Lafayette, IN 47996

765.563.6792

email: kalamazoolivinghistoryshow@gmail.com     
www.KalamazooShow.com

43rd annual
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By Fred Stutzenberger

In Part II of this series, the fabrication and fitting of a variety of 
sheet metal caps was discussed. While most American longrifle 
muzzle caps were made this way, the muzzle caps of German Jager 
rifles and Victorian English rifles and shotguns were usually made 
of horn or contrasting wood (3,4).

My longtime friend and fellow gun builder Dexter Morris (now 
deceased) did some nice things with horn on his English pattern 
half-stock rifles (Fig. 1). Horn is a versatile material, but it takes 
some getting used to (see suppliers’ list for information on horn, 

stag, and bone). No two ways 
about it, fitting a horn cap can get 
pretty ugly (Fig.2). You might say 
that the strategy entails installing 
a lump onto your rifle’s fore end 
and cutting off all that is not the 
muzzle cap. But when you do, the 
result can be really pleasing (Fig.3). 
With a thin sheet metal cap, if you 
are not pleased with the shape and 
fit, you can’t start whittling away 
at it. With horn, you can just take 
off some more here and there, 

groove the underside, lower the 
sidewalls and flare it a bit more. It 

becomes a true extension 
of the fore end, not 
just a covering that was 
slipped on over a thin 
sliver of wood. Besides 
that, horn becomes more 
aesthetically pleasing 
when it oxidizes from a 
stark white in the raw to 
a mellow amber tone as 

it ages through the years (I wish Fig. 16 were in color so that you 
could see the pleasing hue of aging horn). 

While on the subject of horn caps, a quote by Peter Alexander (1) 
comes to mind: “It seems to me that most horn caps didn’t have a 
face plate. I have seen one or two with face plates, and these seem 
to be made out of one piece of horn. I have only the vaguest idea 
of how that might have been done.” To that quandary, I would 
answer that my limited scope of examination of horn caps on 
fullstock Jägers and Victorian English halfstock shotguns indicates 
that they were sawn from solid horn rather than shaped from 
thin layers. Tom Harbin and I had earlier experimented with 
thin layers of horn with results that were uniformly disastrous. 
Our horn sections were from domestic cattle; they have growth 
rings that eventually split or insisted on returning to their original 
curvature after attempts at forming. The horn caps on German 
Jägers and English pinfire shotguns were probably made from 
Asian water buffalo horn imported via trade routes established as 
far back as the 1600s.

I have made several caps from water buffalo horn “rounds” 
available from knifemakers’ supply companies (see suppliers), 
but most of my horn caps are shaped from bighorn ram given 
to me by a hunter friend. Horn mills nicely if care is taken to 
remove light successive cuts from a firmly held section (Fig.4). I 
have access to milling machines, but my drill press equipped with 

(Fig.1) Dexter made appropriate use of solid horn on this 
English style half-stock.

(Fig. 2) Things start out 
pretty ugly when shaping a 
solid ram-horn muzzle cap.

(Fig. 3) This horn cap has mellowed 
to an aged ivory look.

(Fig. 4) These rough shaped horn cap blanks were milled for 
barrel fit using conventional router bits.
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milling table works just as well. 

As alternatives to solid horn, caps cast of various metals (usually 
brass) are commercially available. I am ambivalent about their 
merits and demerits. They are very sturdy and have sufficient 
metal to allow filing to create simple little motifs (Fig. 5). 
However, they sometimes are brittle and have a tendency to crack 

when manhandled into 
conformity. I haven’t 
seen many cast caps 
on original American 
longrifles (perhaps I 
did and didn’t know 
what I was looking at!), 
but they were common 
on halfstocks and 
particularly prevalent 
on Jägers (example 

in Fig. 1, Part I) and other European arms. As alluded to earlier, 
they can be cast from metals of low-temperature melting points 
such as CerroSafeTM (see suppliers) to any desired shape from 
conservative to bizarre.  I have seen some nicely cast caps of these 
metals, but have not had the courage to try them myself.

Here I will risk being burned at the stake as a heretic by 
suggesting that attractive caps can be cast using finely ground 
particles of various materials (bronze, iron, horn etc.) suspended 
in AcraGlasTM  (see suppliers) or other freely flowing epoxy 
materials. Consistent with my earlier statement, I would not put 
such a cast muzzle cap on a longrifle, but a cast bronze particle 
cap on a New England half-stock (Fig. 6) looks pretty good. The 
bronze particle cap has some minor pitting on the surface, giving 

the appearance of being sand cast. I cast it in a deep mortise  
(Fig. 7), having a couple of holes to stabilize the cap. A paper dam 
was taped around the mortise and barrel then a slurry of a 1:1 
volumetric ratio of particles to AcraGlasTM was poured in. A cap 
of finely ground horn particles was cast on a Jäger rifle (Fig. 8) in 

a similar fashion. 

I hasten to state that all the rest of the solid caps I have installed 
have been natural materials unadulterated by modern technology. 
It was only the lassitude of advancing age punctuated with 
uncontrollable fits of morbid curiosity that led me to stray from 
the paths of propriety. In an effort to redeem myself in the eyes 
of the purist, I will conclude with a step-by-step installation of an 
exotic wood cap on a Jäger rifle.

Many years ago, David Decker, my friend and riflemaker from 
Addison, NY, gave me blocks of a hard dense wood with a 
pleasing whirled chocolate color. Scott Kaufman (an experienced 
knife maker who has used many exotic woods) decided that it 
resembled Indonesian mahogany. Although brittle at the corners, 
the blocks responded well to careful machining on my drill press/
milling table combination 
(Fig. 9). The fore end and block mating surfaces were carefully 
squared to provide tight contact using inletting black. One-inch 
sections of a wire clothes hanger were sharpened and threaded 

(Fig. 5) The thick wall of the cast-
metal cap allows room for decorative 
filing.

(Fig. 6) The cap on this half-stock has the appearance of sand-
cast brass. Needless to say, the “inletting” is very close.

(Fig. 7) On a half-stock, there is enough wood in the fore end to 
make the mortise quite deep. A hole on each side replaces the 
screw that traditionally secures the metallic cap.

(Fig. 8) The muzzle cap on this Jäger was cast using horn dust 
particles mixed 1:1 with AcraGlas bedding epoxy. 

PART 3
Caps of  Wood or Horn
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for insertion into the fore end (Fig.  10) to act as “re-bar” to 
strengthen the joint. The block was lightly tapped against the 
sharpened re-bars to center punch for drilling corresponding 
holes in the block (Fig. 11). The mating surfaces were 
honeycombed with holes (Fig. 12) to increase the surface areas 
for the epoxy adhesive to bind. Before applying AcraGlas, the 
inside alignment was rechecked (Fig. 13) to ensure a tight fit 
up against the bottom of the barrel. This was very important 
to ensure continuity of the barrel channel in the block. Finally, 
all the holes in the mating surfaces were stuffed full of epoxy 
bedding, the block was pressed on the fore end and clamped 

(Fig 9.) This block of Indonesian 
mahogany milled very nicely. The same 

half-octagon router bit used for the barrel 
channel was used on the block. Caution: 
when milling an unknown wood, always 

protect your lungs with an industrial 
grade mask to prevent the possibility of 

inhalation hypersensitivity.

(FIG. 10) These screws in the epoxy joint act the same as 
reinforcement bar in a concrete structure.

(FIG. 11) Sliding the swamped barrel forward to the limits of its 
contour allows the fitted cap to be put into place at the muzzle. The 
cap is then tapped to mark the location of the holes to receive the 
screw ends.
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“every which way but loose” as the old saying goes: a three-screw 
edging clamp pressed the block onto the fore end, a C-clamp 
pressed the block up against the barrel and an A-frame spring 
loaded clamp pressed the barrel tightly into its channel. This may 
seem like overkill, but from past experience, it was good insurance 
against bad surprises. The final result (Fig.14) was worth the 

trouble. The figure in the cap was dazzling. 

A final note on the attachment of solid muzzle caps: once a 
nice fit between cap and fore end is achieved, it is tempting 
to glue them together via a simple butt joint with no internal 
reinforcement. Resist that temptation. A friend’s rifle backed itself 
right off its muzzle cap after a few shots (recoil vibration does 
strange things on both ends of a rifle). I epoxied it back into place 
and then reinforced the joint with sections of a #0-80 machine 
screw recessed into the barrel channel (Fig. 15). The recesses were 
filled with black epoxy, the threaded sections pressed into place, 
followed by the barrel to restore the original surface contour of the 
channel. One little screw on each side of the cap was all that was 
needed. Perhaps not traditional, but it was very sturdy.

Experimenting with muzzle caps has been fascinating for me 
because there are so many materials, traditional and modern 
which lend themselves well to such projects. I hope that I have 
piqued your interest into trying something unusual or perhaps 
even unique. That’s part of the fun of muzzleloading rifle 
building.  
Suppliers

Brownell’s Inc., 800-741-0015, Brownells.com, for Hi-Force 44 low-temp silver 
solder, AcraGlasTM epoxy bedding and a wide range of gunsmithing materials.

http://www.jayfisher.com/Handles_Knife_Horn_Bone_Ivory.htm for information 
on horn, stag and bone and other natural materials from various sources. 

Jantz Supply, 800-351-8900 for fine-grained water buffalo horn rounds in black 
and color variations.
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(Fig. 12) The screw holes were enlarged to allow the cap to 
“float” to the contour of the barrel when in place. Be sure to stay 
away from the calculated edge of the finished cap.

(Fig. 13) It is important to check the internal alignment of cap 
and barrel channels to eliminate the possibility of gaps between 
the two.

(Fig. 14) This exotic wooden cap contrasts with the curly maple 
stock of this Jäger. I have never seen a curly maple Jäger, but 
apparently there were a few (Gusler and Lavin).

(Fig. 15) Sections of machine screw provide a lot of strength to 
a butt joint. Note the duct tape protecting the other side of the 
barrel channel from damage by the chuck of the Dremel tool.
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LATE ENGLISH FLINT LOCK
Advanced water proof pan design, roller
mounted frizzen spring, stirrup type spring-
ing and fly. Plate highly polished internally,
fast, smooth, and ready to fire. Available
with double throat hammer or classic
“goose neck” (shown). In left or right
hand. Dim. 5” x 1”.

47 other models also
available and triggers.

Dealer or Direct

Catalog $5.00

This lock is typical of the high quality
English flint locks of the turn of the

century period. Particularly suited for your
full stock Hawken, Southern Mountain,

Tennessee, Poor Boys and Leman rifles. Also
proper for Manton, Egg, Twigg rifles and

fowling pieces. An excellent choice for
authenticity and superior function.

Available in
interchangeable

Percussion.

2328 Cains Mill Road
Sumter, SC 29154

(803) 481-5790
www.lr-rpl.com

HELP
WANTED:

NMLRA
Western
National

Shoot
Phoenix, Arizona

FEBRUARY 27- 
MARCH 5, 2018
Range Officers
needed for the 
Bench Range 

All Days

Work a half day, or 
all day if you wish.

Contact William Thornell
480-316-5979 or

redmrmom@gmail.com

Muzzleloading Guns, Kits, Components and Accessories 
for the Builder, Hunter, Shooter, Reenactor and Collector.

Featuring
• Long Guns – Pedersoli, Lyman, Traditions, etc.
• Pistols & Revolvers – Pedersoli, Uberti, Pietta
• Long Gun & Pistol Kits
• Locks – Jim Chambers, L & R, Pedersoli, etc.
• Barrels – Green Mountain
• Triggers – Jim Chambers, L & R, Northstar, etc.
• Patchboxes, Inlays, Trigger Guards, Butt Plates
• Shooting Supplies & Accessories
• Tomahawks, Knives, Ironwork
• Leather Goods
• Books, Patterns, Videos

To Order: Send Check, Money Order, Credit Card Number and Exp. Date to:
Jedediah Starr Trading Co. – P.O. Box 2007, Farmington Hills, MI 48333

www.jedediah-starr.com
Telephone: (877) 857-8277

350-page Traditional Muzzleloading Catalog 
available for only $5.00 (catalog price refunded 
with first order)
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You’re always informed
when you read

KEEP INFORMED
• TheGunMag is a unique monthly print 
magazine for gunowners who are serious 
about their gun rights as well as their 
shooting, and a reliable gun information 
website: www.thegunmag.com.

• Authoritative briefings on state, federal 
and international legislation and litiga-
tion are updated constantly.

• Plus industry news reports, new product 
test reports and shooting sports news in 
every issue.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
Second Amendment Foundation
PO Box 35, Buffalo, NY 14205
Phone: 716-885-6408
Online: thegunmag.com 

TRY US FREE 
ON OUR WEBSITE

Visit 24/7 at
THEGUNMAG.COM

$3.95 on newsstands
Subscribe and SAVE

almost 50%
$25 a year (12 issues)

$45 for 2 years (24 issues)

Visit our new website at www.NMLRA.org

Traditional Black Powder for
Traditional Firearms!!

Schuetzen Powder Energetics, Inc.
7650 US Hwy 287 #100, Arlington, TX 76001

866-809-9704  
www.schuetzenpowder.com
info@schuetzenpowder.com
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Shooting Cap-Lock Revolvers
by F.W. “Foureyes” Schindler

The author with two brass-framed Colt Navy-styled caplock revolvers in .44 caliber. The target he is holding was 
shot at a distance of fifty feet in offhand duelist fashion. Notice the 6 o’clock aiming point used to compensate for 
the short front sight often found on caplock revolvers which tends to make them shoot way too high.
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It was a black day in Texas for the Comanche Indians when 
Captain John Coffee Hays led 14 of his Frontier Rangers on a 
scout up the Nueces River in the summer of 1844. The Rangers 

at this time were still carrying single-shot muzzleloading rifles slung 
across saddle bows as they rode alongside the river, most if not all of 
them flintlocks. Their slow-to-load single-shot “sparkers” had long 
proven to be poor defense weapons against the Indian’s quick-firing 
bows and arrows on the southwestern frontier, and the rarely-seen 
single-shot percussion guns were not much better. But there was a 
sea change coming, and it did not bode well for the Comanche on 
that fateful August day when some 200 or so braves boldly attacked 
the small band of Rangers on sight, fully expecting to overwhelm 
Hays’ men after the first shots were fired and before they could 
reload. So, after the Rangers fired their first volley, it was a swarm of 
cocksure Indians that charged into the men whooping and yelling 
in anticipation of a bloody massacre. “Don’t shoot ‘til you can 
touch them!” yelled Captain Jack as the Indians closed in for the kill 
wielding their tomahawks and lances and intending to annihilate 
the whites in close, hand-to-hand combat.

“Powder burn them!” the Captain roared, “We can whip 
them; there is no doubt about that!” There was good reason 
for Hays’ confidence that day, even though his men were 
greatly outnumbered, because in addition to their single-shot 
muzzleloading rifles, the Texas Rangers were now armed with newly 
issued Colt Paterson Model five-shot caplock .36 caliber revolvers 
- in pairs! The result was shock and awe for the Indians who were 
astonished when the Rangers just kept on shooting and shooting 
and shooting “as many times as they had fingers,” one Comanche 
warrior would bitterly recall later. The Rangers killed and wounded 

Some of the author’s replica 
caplock revolvers. These are in .36 
Navy caliber.

Three of the author’s .44 caliber caplock revolvers. 
From top to bottom: a Remington New Model 1863 
Army, a Colt 1860 Army and a brass-frame Colt 1851 
Navy-style revolver. All are modern replicas.
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scores of red men that day with their new Colt shootin’ irons, and 
hounded the devastated survivors on a bloody retreat right out of 
the territory!1 

King Colt
The five-shot Colt Paterson percussion revolvers, originally 
purchased by the Republic of Texas for use by the Texas Navy, 
became a real game-changer when they were re-issued to the 
Rangers in pairs (along with spare cylinders for a quick reload). 
They revolutionized Indian fighting on the southwestern frontier. 
The newfangled firearms technology, the “many shooters” as the 
Indians called them, tipped the balance of power in favor of the 
Texans!

Caplock Revolvers Today – The Rage for Replicas
The much-anticipated celebration of the Civil War centennial back 
in the 1950s and 60s provided the inspiration for numerous Civil 
War battle reenactments and for a replica black powder firearms 
industry that flourishes to this day, especially that of revolvers. 
More replica caplock revolvers have been manufactured in modern 
times than any of the original models that were ever made back 
in the 19th century! Entrepreneur Val Forget got the ball rolling 
in 1959 with his Navy Arms Company when he developed 
and marketed an Italian-made 1851 Navy Colt replica caplock 
revolver in .36 caliber called the Yank, along with a brass-framed 
companion piece called the Reb, which was a simulation of the 
Confederacy’s Griswold and Gunnison copy of the 1851 Colt 
Navy. And, about the same time, Turner Kirkland began to develop 
his fabulous emporium of black powder firearms and equipment 
called Dixie Gun Works. The rest, as they say, is history.2

I began shooting percussion revolvers many years ago, being 
influenced by the Clint Eastwood spaghetti westerns like "The 
Good the Bad and the Ugly", beginning with an 1851 Colt Navy 
replica imported from Europe by Connecticut Valley Arms. It 
was a second hand gun when I got it, had an attractively engraved 
brass frame, and wore an AF proof mark indicating that it was 
born in Italy in 1980. It was not in the best of condition, either. 
I had to replace the original cylinder, which was badly scored 
and had chipped and battered nipples, with a nicely made one 
by Uberti. Also I had to tighten up the action to eliminate the 
excessive barrel/cylinder gap before I could get the thing to shoot 
reliably and not chain fire. It provided my first experience with that 
scary phenomenon where multiple chambers are fired as flames 
leap across the front or rear of the cylinder causing simultaneous 
ignition in adjoining cylinders. It’s something that doesn’t happen 
if the gun is in good condition and is handled right (more on 
this later). The bore was perfect though, and I learned a lot about 
shooting cap’n’ball revolvers with that ol’ pistole; it had that special 
charm that the old-time percussion six guns all seem to have and 
whetted my appetite for a whole passel of caplock revolvers to 
come!

One of the things I learned with that early gun, which is true with 
any caplock revolver and is especially true with the less-than-sturdy 
brass-framed replica percussion six guns, is that it isn’t necessary, 
or even desirable, to use full power loads. High velocity is not a 
function of accuracy at the distances these guns are usually shot, 
and neither for that matter is a lot of noise and recoil! So, a good 
rule of thumb when shooting percussion revolvers is: save your 
powder and save your ears; save your gun and save your money!

Also, light-weight round balls are the easiest to load and are plenty 
accurate – some say more accurate than conical bullets, although 
that really depends on bullet shape and the individual revolver. And 
besides, light-weight, light-recoiling round balls are less punishing 
to brass-framed guns, which is an important consideration if we’re 
going to shoot those good-looking brass beauties very much.

A reloading stand and a hollowed out file handle make seating 
bullets easy – at home, at the range or on the tailgate of a pickup 
truck.

The author’s first caplock revolver was this 1980-vintage Colt 
1851 Navy replica. A used gun when he bought it, it’s still a good 
shooter.
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Good Sights and Bad Sights – It’s what you do with 
what you’ve got, pardner!
Shooting the old-tech replica revolvers, whether brass or steel 
framed, is a lot of fun and they can be as accurate as any modern 
handgun, although the sights on some of them are not so red hot. 
The Remington style is generally considered the most inherently 
accurate revolver of the percussion era because of that gun’s solid 
top, closed-frame construction and its sighting arrangement, a 
groove in the top strap. The design was a precursor of our modern 
revolvers. But the Colt-style revolvers can still be very good 
shooters, too, in experienced hands. Remember Wild Bill Hickok’s 
famous 75-yard offhand shot in 1865 Springfield, Missouri, using a 
Colt 1851 Navy open-top revolver:

“Don’t be walking around town wearing my watch, Dave!” Hickok 
shouted across the public square, or words to that effect, referring 
to a pocket watch used for collateral on a gambling debt he owed to 
one Dave Tutt. But when Dave foolishly grabbed his gun and fired 
a wild shot at him, Hickok quickly returned fire and plugged Tutt 
neatly through the heart with a .36 caliber slug at 75 long paces. 
There were plenty of witnesses around, too, so Hickok not only 
added considerably to his reputation, but was able to successfully 
claim self-defense afterward.3

Most of the early old Colts and their replicas have a too-short, 
shotgun-style brass nubbin for a front sight that makes the guns 
shoot way high, along with a small groove atop the face of the 
hammer that serves as a rear sight when the gun is cocked. This 
sighting arrangement can be compensated for by using a lower 
aiming point on paper targets, usually six to eight inches below the 
bull’s eye for shooting at fifty feet, but it can be very frustrating to 
shoot such a wretchedly sighted handgun unless one is very familiar 
with it, or else shoots from the hip!

Although not necessary, I got around this problem by dovetailing 
a tall brass front sight blade onto some of my Colt-style caplock 
revolvers. Dixie Gun Works catalogs a well-made brass-bladed 
front sight with a steel base which they sell for about six Yankee 
dollars. Then, a three-corner file is all you need to fit it with a dove 
tail slot to the gun barrel (Dixie also sells a hardened-steel dovetail 
fixture, which is helpful for controlling the file, but not necessary 

if you work carefully). The soft brass blade can then be filed down 
to where the point of impact is correct for elevation at point-blank 
range, or whatever distance the shooter chooses, and the sight 
can also be drifted sideways for windage correction if needed. On 
bright, sunny days the shiny brass blade can be made more visible 
by blackening it with a felt tip pen or in a candle flame. A rear sight 
could be added onto the barrel, too, but I’ve never done that beause 
to me it would destroy the gun’s classy good looks and, besides, 
I’m not a competition shooter. If I were I’d probably shoot one of 
the modern replica Remington New Model Army .44 “Shooters” 
revolvers made by Pietta which have progressive, gain-twist deep-
cut rifling made expressly for target shooters.

As it is, most shooting of caplock revolvers, my own included, 
is usually done in the one-handed, offhand “duelist” fashion the 
way it was usually done in the 19th century. It is the most difficult 
handgun shooting technique to master, but with training and 
practice can be very accurate. A two-handed hold is much easier to 
control but, heck, it lacks panache (Marshal Dillon never shot that 
way, and neither did Gene or Roy!).

An attachable wooden shoulder stock is a useful shooting aid with 
the larger, long-barreled caplock revolvers and was a regular 19th 
century cavalry accessory so the horse soldiers’ handguns could 
double as a carbine and the cavalrymen could double as dragoons. 
Good replica stocks of well-finished walnut with solid, polished 
brass yokes and butt plates are available today for both Pietta and 
Uberti Colt-style replica revolvers and are fun to use, although the 
foreshortened sighting arrangement makes accuracy with them 
actually no better than with a two-handed hold. And keep the 
supporting hand behind the barrel/cylinder gap which tends to spit 
gas and burnt powder during firing!

Load ‘em Right – Shoot ‘em Safe
As noted earlier, light loads work out fine in caplock revolvers, 
unless they are to be used for hunting or long-range work. Basically, 
single-action caplock revolvers all load the same way. Place the gun 
at half cock so the cylinder can be rotated and pour a measured 

Two popular caplock revolvers from the Civil War era: the 1863 
Remington New Model Army in .44 caliber (top), and the Colt 
1851 Navy in .36 caliber.

During the Civil War and for some years after, until metallic car-
tridge revolvers became common on the frontier, paper cartridges 
made for a much faster reload than loose powder and bullets.
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charge of powder into each chamber, then seat the bullets using 
either a lubricating wad under the slug or some lube like Crisco 
smeared over it – very necessary to lubricate the projectile, keep 
the powder fouling soft and insure against a flashover between 
chambers that could cause a chain fire. The chain fire business is 
not a problem with a sound revolver if tightly fitted caps are used 
on one end of the cylinder, and tightly fitted bullets are pressed 
in on the other end. When using a light powder charge you’ll 
want to top off the powder with filler, usually cream of wheat is 
used because it’s very compressible. It ensures the bullet won’t seat 
too deeply which can be detrimental to accuracy, and even more 
importantly, so the rammer will press the bullet tightly against 
the charge not leaving any space between powder and bullet. 
Finally, using the fingers or a capper, press on the #10 or #11 caps, 
whichever size fits best and doesn’t fall off the nipples or “cones,” 
when the gun is fired or the cylinder is strongly indexed (to flip off 
a spent cap). Then place the hammer between the nipples to rest it 
safely off of the caps and your shooter is ready for action.

 Reloading a caplock revolver is a slow, time-consuming process 
(imagine what it was like in combat), but there is more than one 
way to skin that cat!! Back in the 19th century the soldiers and 
frontiersmen going into harm’s way wanted a quicker, easier way 
to load their revolvers other than messing with loose powder and 
ball. The most common solution besides totin’ multiple handguns 
(some wore four, six, or as many guns as a man and horse could 
carry!) was to use prepared paper cartridges. This is still a viable 
reloading technique nowadays, too. With paper cartridges caplock 
revolvers may be reloaded about as fast as a modern single-action 
cartridge revolver. Paper cartridges can be purchased today although 
they are expensive and, to my knowledge, only available in .44 
caliber. However, they can be made up at home in any caliber, and 
anyone interested in doing so should read my story about making 
and shooting combustible paper cartridges published in an earlier 
issue of Muzzle Blasts.4

Yet another technique for a fast, speedy reload of replica caplock 
revolvers is to carry spare cylinders fully loaded (but uncapped for 

safety’s sake and only capped once the cylinder is fully assembled 
onto the gun). With two revolvers plus two loaded cylinders we 
have 24 quick shots and no fussing around with loose powder and 
bullets at the range. It’s a method I use quite regularly in cold or 
inclement weather; I load 'em up at home before I go shootin’!

Shooters of caplock revolvers can save a lot of dough by casting 
their own bullets, too (see my story “Sweatin’ Bullets in the January 
’16 and February ‘16 issues of Muzzle Blasts). I can cast a hundred 
slugs faster than I can go downtown and buy them – if the retailer 
even has any to sell!  

Shoot them safely; there are some no-no’s in the caplock revolver 
game. Always wear hearing and eye protection (yours truly, ol’ 
“Foureyes” always does). No horseplay with friends; keep your 
mind on what you’re doing and your gun pointed down range in 
a safe direction. It used to be common practice to blow down the 
barrel between shots, the idea being that the warm, moist breath 
would help to keep the powder fowling soft. It works, too, but 
is completely unnecessary if lubricated over-powder wads and/
or over-bullet lube is used. Besides, it looks suicidal and with a 
revolver compares favorably to Russian roulette!

 And clean 'em right away afterwards. I usually just use the WD 40 
soaked patches for cleaning out the barrel and cylinder and then 
wipe the gun off with a silicone cloth. A complete disassembly of 
the revolver isn’t normally necessary for less than a hundred shots or 
so, unless there is parts breakage (keep spare hands, trigger springs 
and cylinder bolts on hand; gunsmithing these old-tech revolvers is 
easily learned after taking them apart a few times; the mechanism 
is fairly simple). Complete disassembly is sometimes required when 
spent pieces of percussion caps tie up the revolver and it quits 
revolving, but these guns are easy to work on. 

 In the latter half of the 19th century, when cartridge revolvers 
like the .45 Colt Army became common in the West, a piece of 
inadequate equipment that didn’t function too well was sometimes 
referred to by gunmen as “a cap ‘n’ ball outfit.” True, they are 
a bit challenging to use and to keep 'em shooting is a learning 
experience. A good book on the subject is Percussion Revolvers, A 
Guide To Their History, Performance and Use, by Mike Cumpston 
and Johnny Bates.5

  Done right, shooting the old-tech handguns is safe, relatively 
inexpensive, historically educational - and a heck of a lot of fun!  

(1) G. Cawford, “The Paterson Revolver,” The Backwoodsman, vol. 
35, #2.

(2) William B. Edwards, Civil War Guns (Harrisburg, PA: 
Stackpole, 1962).

(3) Joseph G. Rosa, Wild Bill Hickok, Gunfighter (College Station, 
TX: Creative, 2001). 

(4) F.W. Schindler, “Making and Shooting Combustible Paper 
Caplock Revolver Cartridges,” Muzzle Blasts, Nov. 2014.

(5) Mike Cumpston and Johnny Bates, Percussion Revolvers, A 
Guide To Their History, Performance, And Use (New York, N.Y.: 
Skyhorse, 2014).

A two-gun outfit, with two or four extra preloaded cylinders, is 
a convenient, no fuss way to go shootin’. For safety’s sake extra 
cylinders should not be capped until they are assembled onto the gun.
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BY TOM SCHIFFER

Or: Don’t let the shooting get in the way of the 
fun!

296692 History Book Cover 13.indd   1

7/11/17   8:00 AM

Order Now - Price $69.95
  

plus shipping & handling

Call 812.667.5131 Ext. 232
or email Lindsey Nelson - lnelson@nmlra.org

For International Orders Please Contact The Office.

By Tom Schiffer

French Amber Gun Flints
The Traditional Flints

of the 18th century
Still considered the best available
Sizes: 1/2, 5/8, 3/4, 7/8, and 1"

From $24 to $27 per doz.
Plus $9 minimum postage

Heritage Products
1828 Redman Road, Dept. MB

St. Louis, MO 63138
314-741-7592

www.heritage-products.com
Now accepting credit cards.

100+ FULL COLOR PAGES! 
Traditional muzzleloading guns, American history, 

how-to, hunting, artisan profiles, product and  
book reviews... & more!

PUBLISHED SINCE 1974 - 6 times a year
Traditional muzzleloading at its best. 

No in-lines, no sabots. 
Just good, old-fashioned fun with real muzzleloaders.

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
One Year ~ $32 • Two Years ~ $57
Canada: One year ~ $42• Two years ~ $74

International: One year ~ $57 • Two years ~ $114

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Phone: 615-230-9853
Online: www.muzzleloadermag.com

MUZZLELOADER
Subscription Services

PO Box 385
Congers NY 10920-0385

PRESS RELEASE
Longhunter Big Game Records
Book Vol. VII

NOW AVAILABLE!

The books are ready for pre-sale. To order, send a check 
for $45 per book plus shipping for orders within the 
US payable to The Longhunter Society to this address: 
National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association, PO Box 67, 
Friendship, IN 47021; or for credit card orders, call 812-
667-5131 ext. 221 or 232. The book can also be ordered 
online at www.nmlra.org. 
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William Bodenheimer (1799- ?) was a well-known Ohio 
gunsmith of the early to mid- 19th century. We first located him 
when he turned 21, in 1820 in Hamilton Twp., Adams County, 
Pennsylvania. By 1826, William Bodenheimer had moved to 
Lancaster, Fairfield County, Ohio.1

The Fairfield County history noted that the first gunsmiths of 
that county were Samuel B. Thompson, George W. Claspill, and 
William Bodenheimer, all of whom had begun gunsmithing 
in Lancaster about 1826. Bodenheimer was noted in the U.S. 
Census of 1830 in Fairfield County. William was a victim of a 
major robbery in late summer 1843: “On Sunday night last the 
gunshop of Mr. Bodenheimer on Columbus street was broken 
into and robbed of property to a considerable amount.”2 

The U.S. Census of 1850 showed William Bodenheimer, 
51, value $2000, gunsmith; Mary A., wife, both born in 
Pennsylvania; John Bodenheimer, wheelwright; William 
Bodenheimer Jr., 26, gunsmith; James Bodenheimer, a clerk, 24; 
daughter Emily C.; son Edward L., 8; son Lewis S., 4; and son 
George W., 1, all born in Ohio.

The U.S. Census of 1860 for Fairfield County showed William 
Bodenheimer, gunsmith, 61, value $3000; Mary Ann, wife, 
59; John, 40, wheelwright; James, 34, city marshal; Lewis, 14.  
In the Census of 1870 we find William Bodenheimer, 72, value 
$5000; Mary A., 69; John, 48. The 1870 census gave William’s 
occupation as wheelwright and John’s as gunsmith, an obvious 
reversal.

There was a report that William married Rachel Reckhorn in 
1851 in Lancaster. That does not fit the census records which 
record a wife named Mary Ann in 1850 and 1860. William, Jr. 
would have been far too young, having been born in 1839.3 

William also was a wheelwright who may have worked with W. 
Barr to make spinning wheels. There is no proof that William 
made wagon or buggy wheels. William did manufacture spinning 
wheels with a Mr. Malack who had a shop on Main St. The 
Fairfield County Decorative Arts website notes signed William 
Bodenheimer spinning wheels.4

A diligent search has failed to yield his date of death. William 
Bodenheimer, Jr., was born on August 29, 1839 and died 
November 2, 1910 in Millersburg, Ohio.

 

The Guns
There are many signed Bodenheimer rifles known, and a few 
more unsigned, but attributed, longrifles. There is also a signed 
pistol. There is nothing especially distinctive about the pistol and 
were it not signed would not be attributed to Bodenheimer.

The first thing one notes about his longrifles is the presence of 
cheek pieces on both sides of the buttstocks. These are made 
in a rather distinctive shape which adds considerably to the 
probability of unsigned rifles with that feature having come from 
William Bodenheimer’s shop.

The one rifle shown herein is profusely inlaid with nicely 
conceived and executed inlays. The large decoration behind the 
cheekpiece on both sides is an original interpretation of what is 
a form commonly found on quality longrifles of the 1830s and 
a bit later. That gun has its original accouterments including a 
hunting bag.

Those who have fired Bodenheimer’s guns have noted their great 
accuracy. They not only look good, but shoot very well. The 
Rock Island Auction recently offered a rifle described as follows: 
“The scroll engraved lock plate is marked “CONESTOGA/
RIFLE WORKS” ahead of the hammer. The top barrel flat is 
twice marked “W. BODENHEIMER” behind the rear sight. 
Presumably, on this gun, Bodenheimer used a lock made in 
Lancaster, County, PA, on his rifle made in Lancaster County, 
Ohio.  

1.  Col. Robert Gardner, Small Arms Makers, p. 21, wrote that 
Bodenheimer was in Fairfield County by 1817, which is 
incompatible with his appearance in Adams County, PA, in 
1820.

2. Ohio State Journal, 6 September 1843

3. Postings on Ancestry.com

4. See Fairfield County Decorative Arts website.  
Gardner, Small Arms Makers, 21;  
Ancestry; Census.

William
Bodenheimer

By Jim Whisker
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THE MIDWEST RENDEZVOUS INC. WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE

Early set up will begin June 21, 2018 for all participants. Rendezvous takes effect June 23, 2018 
at 9AM and continues through June 29, 2018 at 1PM.  Modern campgrounds available.

Booshway
Susanne Felske • 715-226-0862

Segundo
Eric Davis • 260-668-0764

Scribe
Mary Davis • 260-668-0764

Midwest Rendezvous Inc.

Public welcome 9-5 Saturday, June 23 through Thursday, June 28, 2018
No Pets Will Be Allowed in Primitive Camp!

Midwestrendezvous.wixsite.com/midwestrendezvous 

37TH ANNUAL

STEP BACK IN TIME ONE-HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS, SEE HOW THE AMERICAN LIVED.

June 23 - 29, 2018

p p

N5616 Hilltop Road • Ladysmith, WI 54848
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nmlra/wku gunsmithing seminar
Wednesday, May 30 through Friday, June 8, 2018

at Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green, Kentucky

37th ANNUAL37th ANNUAL

Seminar Dates: Classes begin at 1:00 pm CST on Wednesday, May 30th and end on Friday, June 8th at 1:00 pm CST.

3 Day Classes run Wednesday, May 30 through Saturday, June 2 at 1:00 p.m.
6 Day Classes run Sunday, June 3 through Friday, June 8 at 1:00 p.m.

9 Day Classes run Wednesday, May 30 through Friday June 8 at 1:00 p.m.

Picnics: Saturday at 5:00 pm CST at the Leeper farm, and  
Wednesday, June 6 at 5:00 pm CST at the home of Hershel House

Cost of all classes is $120 per day
Early registration – contact Brenda Hooton at the NMLRA at 812-667-5131 ext. 223

Visit the Official Web Site at www.nmlragunsmithingseminar.org for pictures and additional information

registration deadline is february 2, 2018

Reservations are made on a first come first served basis. All participants 
will need to contact Brenda Hooton at the National Muzzle Loading Rifle 
Association to make a minimum down payment. Balance of registration is 
due by February 2, 2018. Full payment will be refunded if the session(s) you 

have requested are not taught, or have already been filled. If you choose to 
withdraw after February 2, 2018, your registration fees will not be refunded. 
If you withdraw before or on February 2, 2018, you will be refunded the 
amount paid minus the $200.00 deposit and $50.00 Non-Member fee.

3 day classes • $360 for members — $410 for non-members

9 day classes• $1,080 for members — $1,130 for non-members

6 day classes• $720 for members — $770 for non-members

18th Century Quill Work

Evolution of the American longrifle

Wire and Sheet Inlay and Mount Making

Assembly and Finishing of a 1760’s/70’s Colonial Kit Rifle

Intermediate Quill Work

Powder Horn Construction, Engraving, Decoration, and Finishing 

Making Period Tools for the Gun Maker

Stocking a Germanic Jaeger Riflet

Beginning Carving and Engraving

Woodbury School of Gunmaking and Forging of Related Accoutrements

Stocking the Pennsylvania Longrifle

Advanced 18th Century Porcupine Quill Work



Visit the Official Web Site at www.nmlragunsmithingseminar.org for pictures and additional information

100% American made • Proudly employing US Veterans
116 Sams Branch Road  •  Candler, NC 28715

828-667-8361  •  chambers@flintlocks.com
www.flintlocks.com  •  Catalog $5

Maker of the Original Siler Lock
22 Historically Accurate Lock Styles

Hand-Tuned for Legendary Performance & Reliability
Limited Lifetime Guarantee

Historically Accurate Rifle, Fowler & Pistol Kits:
Most parts are inlet for better beginner results

For professionals: Assembly time saved = increased profits
Thirteen Rifle & Fowler Kits, Two Pistol Kits available

Rifle made by Jim Chambers from our Lancaster Kit, featuring our Golden Age Flintlock in .50 caliber.

The Benchmark for Quality in Muzzleloading Firearms for Over 50 Years.
Jim Chambers Flintlocks, Ltd.

Visit our new website www.NMLRA.org
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Gun Works, Inc.

 still only $5.00!

VIEW ITEMS AND ORDER ONLINE!
www.dixiegunworks.com

Major credit cards accepted

FoR oRDERs only  (800) 238-6785

1412 W Reelfoot Ave.  PO Box 130  Dept. 11  Union City, TN 38281
INFO PHONE:  (731) 885-0700    FAX:  (731) 885-0440

EMAIL:  info@dixiegunworks.com

thE total, authEntic blackpowDER ExpERiEncE
Whether you’re immersed in reenactment or are a modern 
blackpowder hunting or sport shooting enthusiast, our 2018 
DixiE Gun woRks catalog has everything you need to 
make the blackpowder shooting experience complete. 
You’ll find the world’s largest selection of blackpowder 
replica arms, accessories,  and antique parts, as well as 
muzzleloader hunting and sport shooting equipment.

DIXIE GUN WORKS, INC.

pRoFEssional sERVicE 
anD ExpERtisE GuaRantEED
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Track of the Wolf, Inc.
www.trackofthewolf.com v 763-633-2500

Creedmoor Ramrods, 36” & 44” lengths - from $29.99

Button Jags, .32 - .75 caliber - from $3.49

World Leader in Muzzle Loading Supplies
18308 Joplin St. N.W., Elk River, MN 55330

#Catalog-18
432 pages

12,000 products
Only $10.00
shipped in the US

Caywood Gunmakers
David Crockett Rifle (brochure $8)

English Fowler, Officer’s Fusil, Game Gun,
French “C” & “D”, Wilson Chief’s gun,
Northwest Trade gun, Southern Rifle,

Full brochure, $3.
18 King’s Hill Estates, Berryville, AR 72616
www.caywoodguns.com, 870-423-4741

Hand Made Buckskin Frontiersmans Garments.
Blanket Coats, Moccasins, Rifle 
Cases, Hunting Pouches. 
Tomahawks, Knives, 
Muzzleloading Guns, Fur Hats, 
Illustrated Catalog, $3.00.
Tecumseh’s Trading Post
4 Liberty Lane, Cody, WY 82414

COONIE’S 
BLACK POWDER

BOX 2062 HOBBS NM 88241
(800) 713-6321

FAX (575) 393-6060
EMAIL: cooniesblkpdr@aol.com

“Goex” Black Powder
Fg-4Fg-Cannon-Cartridge-
Cowboy- Express Powder-

Pinnacle (B.P. sub)-and Swiss
Only GOEX-made in USA

Olde Enysford Powder now available

www.NMLRA.org

Gunmaking and Sport Shooting

Now 
Available!

New English Translations of 
Three Rare European Treatises:

• Manual on the Fabrication of Military Small Arms by Major Cotty
• The Gun Expert by J.W. Roux

• The Treasury of the Shotgun by an Association of Hunters
These manuals - from France, Germany, and Spain - span more than 

half 
practices used in the past, and into state-of-the-art manufacturing 

before the advent of parts standardization and mass production.

$35.00
+ Tax & S&H

To order call 
(812) 667-5131

or visit us online at:
www.nmlra.org
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NMLRA club Lafayette Long Rifles of North Carolina is proud to 
answer the call for a powder horn and strap for the 2018 WNS. HCH 
Journeyman Horner Rick Sheets will provide a bison horn featuring 
antique brass tacks and engraving in the style of George Catlin. It will be 
paired with a finger woven strap by Dennis Maness. Both Dennis and 
Rick are artisan members of the LLR.

The pouch is from The Leatherman Gary Fatherree from Carlisle, PA.  
This is a large pouch with four pockets; two internal and two external.  
With adjustable strap.

Incentive Prize Knife

For those who donate $40 or more your tickets will go into a separate 
drawing for this special knife.  Tickets will then be added to main 
drawing for chances at the other prizes.

This beautiful knife was handcrafted and donated by Wayne Mims of 
Titus, Alabama.  It has a Damascus steel blade made from 1084 steel and 
layered 240 times.  The handle is made of Oosik which is a bone from 
a walrus and is sought after by many craftsmen.  Wayne has donated 
several times to the WNS. 

Drawing will be Monday March 5, 2018 just before the awards.  
You do not need to be present to win.  All proceeds go the cost of the 
Western National Shoot.  A donation is requested for the tickets of $2.00 
for one or $5.00 for three.  Use the tickets on the next page and make 
copies if necessary.  Make the copies the same size as the original.  Please 
mail the tickets with donation to the NMLRA office or to me:

Andy Larson
831 Wavecrest Ln
Houston,   TX   77062

Thanks in advance for your support of the Western National Shoot and 
to all craftsmen for their prize donations.  

2018 NMLRA Western National Shoot Giveaway
By Andy Larson

We will have four (4) prizes for the giveaway this year. A rifle, powder horn,  
pouch and knife.  Here is a letter from the maker of the rifle.

Hello

My name is Mike Roby.  This gun is a Jim 

Chambers smooth rifle kit, cherry wood 

stock, 54 cal. smooth bore.  I received 

this gun at the 2017 Western Nationals, 

assembled in the white.  I fitted the sliding 

wood patch box; hand built the latch; and 

inlet the star.  I removed a great deal of wood, 

added a nose cap and the barrel wedges.  I 

had to refit all of the parts and do the finish 

on the stock and metal parts.

Our friend Charlie Maggard of Spring Valley, 

AZ was kind enough to do the outstanding 

engraving on this gun.  This will be a very 

nice piece for the 2018 Western Nationals 

Shoot in Phoenix.

 Thank you for giving me the opportunity to 

complete this gun for the NMLRA raffle.

           Mike Roby  

 Prescott Valley, AZ
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2018 Western national shoot
1 of 1000 contest

This is a three bin shooting box donated as the prize for the  
1 of 1000 contest at the 2018 NMLRA Western National 
Shoot. It is made entirely of western Pennsylvania black 
cherry lumber, no plywood or veneer in this one. The back 
joints are through dovetails, while the shelves are held into 
the sides by sliding dovetail joints from the back before it 
is assembled. This box will never spread. All of the joints 
have been assembled with-waterproof glue. The large flat 
panel in the top and the drawer bottoms are raised panels 
of solid wood floating in grooves so they can expand and 
contract at will.  The drawers have 1/8" box joints at each 
comer. Dividers are  provided in the left drawer to break 
the container into smaller sections: they are removable if 
you don't need them. They are interchangeable from side 
to side, if you wish. 

The hardware is all brass plated or solid brass. Hinges 
are both piano type for strength. The containers are Ball 
brand jars, available at any Wal-Mart or hardware store. 
The lids are also Ball brand. The front apron has a central 
cutout to hold your rifle or shotgun, along with a slot on 
the right and left to place a ramrod or short starter. This 
box will fit a right or left hand shooter equally well. The 
cleat across the front is for loading in unfriendly areas: I 
usually end up loading on a picnic table or the tailgate of 

my truck. It catches the edge and sort of holds the box 
in place. Sort of … The finish starts with a stain of Red 
Chestnut from Minwax, followed by three hand-rubbed 
coats of satin lacquer. This information is provided just in 
case you need any touch-ups. A coat of paste wax buttons 
it up. If you clean it and wax it once a year, you  should be 
handing this down to your grand kids. I have been making 
and donating boxes to the NMLRA since 1998, and this 
one is the first to go to the Western National. They are 
numbered and branded as to their authenticity. I only 
make two or three boxes per year in my workshop, and all 
of the proceeds from these donated boxes goes directly to 
the NMLRA. I have traded a few, and raised money to join 
the 1/1000 through making four custom boxes, but I have 
not "sold" a box. I hope this prize will entice more people 
to shoot the 1/1000 match (which I won at Friendship 
this past fall), and, hopefully, garner more members for the 
1/1000 program. 

Sincerely, 

Peter E. Wygant 
1/1000 member #555 

Benefactor Life Member, NMLRA
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1 of 1000 Endowment Program For 
more information about the program, please 
contact: Bob Copner - 1 of 1000 Endowment 
Chairman - 4682 Valley End Lane, Fairfield, 
CA 94534, National Muzzle Loading Rifle 
Association, P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021 
- (812) 667-5131 or 707-864-0442 - robert.
copner@comcast.net

Attention: 1 of 1000 Members We plan 
to continue publishing 1 of 1000 member 
profiles in Muzzle Blasts. Profiles published to 
date include randomly selected early and later 
members. If you would like to submit your profile (approximately 400 
words and a photograph) explaining why being a member of the 1 of 

1000 is important to you, please send it to Lydia 
Morath at lmorath@nmlra.org, Bob Copner at 
robert.copner@comcast.net or mail to P.O. Box 
67, Friendship, Indiana 47021.
What happens to my tax-deductible 
donation to the 1 of 1000 Endowment 
Program? The money you put in, will remain in 
the endowment and can be used only to generate 
interest or to purchase a permanent asset such 
as land. The principal can never be used for the 
general operation of the Association. The NMLRA 
Board of Directors can use up to 75% of the 
interest for the new and innovative programs 

that ensure the long-term viability of the Association and help it to 
prosper. 

Is Your Name on the Wall?

New 1 of 1000 Members
#83 - Steven Guinn; IN
#181 - Edwin G. Collins, III; PA
#230 - John W. Zawosky; NV
#424 - Gregg Garrett; TX
#431 - David Dentler; PA
#609 - Rob Beckman; OH
#610 - John Reinbolt; OH
#611 - James W. Lemon; IN
#612 - Tim Neel; VA

#613 - Thomas F. Brown; CT
#614 - Ira Thumma Family; MI
#615 - Samuel H. Weaver, III; AR
#616 - Robert (Bo) Laveault; ME
#620 - Damon G. Pleasant, DMD; KY
#621 - Billy G. Springer, OH
#622 - Ron Smith Family, VA
#623 - Ricky P. Pierce, NC
#624 - Albert L. Mille, MI

#625 - David Clark, VA
#626 - Patrick Fisher, IA
#627 - Lt. Col. Dave Kessler, FL
#628 - Major Richard J. Keogh, HI
#629 - Jesse T. Sparks, MD
#630 - Gerald R. Vukman, DVM, NY
#631 - Richard C. Rodgers, AZ
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When Less is Actually More:Or, Just a Little More Shot, and Then....
By Byron Streele

If you shoot black powder shotgun, you’ve done it. Or at least 
you’ve thought about it.

When shooting sporting clays, when you’re facing a long 
crossing shot that turns on its side, you pour a little extra 
shot down your shotgun’s barrel. Why? Because everyone 
knows that the more shot you load, the denser the pattern. And 
then, if you’re like me, you end up missing the cussed thing and 
wonder what went wrong!

My brother Brent and I have had long discussions lasting late into 
the night about why it is that we shoot black powder shotguns 
(sporting clays and skeet), we shoot consistently worse than when 
we’re shooting skeet or sporting clays with modern shotguns. We 
average shooting modern shotguns once a week. Then when we’re 
at Friendship and shooting black powder, our scores go south. 
Way south! 

Last year we finally deduced that the reason for our poor 
showing has to be that our black powder shotgun is 
shooting at a slower speed than the modern shotgun. One 
solution is to add more powder. But how much more? Another 
possible solution presented itself: could we discover a black 
powder load that would give us the same speed as a modern 
shotgun shell? If so, then we could let muscle memory determine 
the lead and concentrate just on seeing the darned clay pigeon!

So, on March 4, 2017, we met in Brent’s backyard. I brought 
a chronograph. Brent brought a Browning Cynergy 12 gauge 
0/U and his 12-gauge O/U black powder shotgun made by Don 
Daughterty. Reading the directions on the chronometer, the end 
of the barrel was to be 5 feet from the front of the chronometer, so 
we strapped the chronometer to the table to keep it from moving, 
marked off five feet, and began the experiment.

Brent did all of the shooting to reduce variables as much as 
possible. For the Browning Cynergy we were 
using Fiocchi 12-gauge shells that said they 
contained 1 ounce of # 7 ½ shot.  The box said 
they were 1200 feet per second. That’s the load 
used by the 2015 Indiana State Sporting Clays 
Championship.

His first shot from the 12-gauge Browning 
Cynergy was 1211 feet per second (fps). His 
second was 1190 fps. Average 1200.5 fps., so we 
knew the chronometer was working correctly.

Thereafter with his 12-gauge Don Daughterty 
O/U, he loaded same with Goex 3X black 
powder, 7 ½ lead shot, primers from the same 
batch, felt over-shot wads, and cardboard 
over-powder and over-shot wads. I convinced 
Brent that he should do all the loading 
so that there would be no variation in the 
loading procedure. At this point, you might 
be wondering what I, the older brother, did? 
Well, after all, someone had to do the hard work 
of writing down all the results.

The following is a compilation of our results. 
Sometimes we shot the same load more than twice, just because 
we couldn’t believe the results (Shooting the same load 4 times 
instead of twice did not reveal any great variance in results):

 Powder Shot Shot 1 fps. Shot 2 fps. Average fps.

 7/8 oz 7/8 oz.  972  890 931 fps.

      1   oz. 7/8 oz. 1139 1126 1132.5 fps.

      1   oz. 1 oz.  1070 1034 1052 fps.

      1   oz. 1 1/8 oz. 1031 932 99.5 fps.

      1   oz 1 1/4 oz. 1005  961 983 fps.

      1 1/8 oz. 7/8 oz. 1161 1102 1131.5 fps.

      1 1/8 oz. 1 oz. 1047 1190 1118.5 fps.

      (Repeat)    1119         1093 1106   fps.

    1 1/4 7/8 oz. 1231 1284 1257.5 fps.

     1 1/4 oz. 1 oz. 1170 1191 1180.5 fps.

 We ended this test run with more two more shots from the 
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Or, Just a Little More Shot, and Then....

Cynergy 12 gauge.  It tested 1203 and 1199.  Average 1203 
feet per second.  So the chronograph was working properly 
when we began the test and when we ended it over two 
and a half hours later. Thus we take comfort in knowing that 
the chronograph was working properly throughout all of our test 
period.

The above results prove that our initial hypothesis was correct. 
When you add more shot than powder, your speed does down. 
Consistently down.

But, when your black powder charge is greater than your load of 
lead shot, your speed goes up! Consistently!

In other words, in this case, LESS IS MORE !

In order to try to emulate the speed of a modern smokeless 
shotgun, would we dare load 1 ounce of powder and 7/8 ounce of 
shot? That would give us 1132 fps. Both of us felt that 7/8 ounce 
of shot was not enough.

Next best choice would be 1 1/8th ounce of powder and 1 
ounce of lead shot. That would give us on average 1112 fps., 
which is pretty darned close to the 1200 fps. for which we were 
striving.

Of course, we could exceed the 1200 fps. by loading 1 1/4 ounce 
of powder and 7/8 ounce of shot, but that’s a large charge for 
such a small load. While it’s no problem for a modern black 
powder shotgun, some would say it’s pushing what is safe and/or 
comfortable with an antique black powder shotgun.

One other tidbit of information that was interesting to us. Brent 
had a skeet choke tube in the first barrel fired, with an improved 
cylinder choke tube in the second barrel. In the majority of 

instances, the barrel 
with the least restriction 
(the skeet tube) gave us 
a faster shot than the 
barrel with the greater 
restriction. But not 
always.

I then asked my 
brother if this theory 
of “less is more” 
would prove true in a 
20-gauge black powder 
shotgun? What about a 
.28 gauge? What about a .410? We presume so, but we can’t know 
for sure until we do more testing, and to do that we’ll have to 
borrow Digr’s 28 ga. flintlock and J.C. Tucker’s .410 flintlock. We 
will leave that for another day and perhaps another article.

And for you big bore shooters, we have no advice. Will “less 
is more” work for a .10 gauge, an .8 gauge, or (shudder) a 6 
or 4 gauge? Again we can’t know without testing, but we believe 
that with regard to those who shoot these larger gauges, shot 
speed is the very last thing that’s on their minds!

Brent Steele is a life member of the NMLRA and currently serves 
on the Board of Directors He has been coming to Friendship 
since the early 1970s and has shot many venues, including pistol, 
rifle, and black powder shotgun.

Byron Steele is also a life member of the NMLRA. He started 
coming to Friendship 15 years ago and has shot pistol and black 
powder shotgun.

The two brothers practice law together under the firm name 
STEELE & STEELE, L.L.C., in Bedford, Indiana.  
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No that’s not a misspelling; that’s 
the way the original “Prarie Wolf” 
chronicler, William Clark, of the 
famed Lewis and Clark Expedition, 
referred to them. Though 
commonly referred to as “coyotes” 
these days, in honor of the Corps of 
Discovery boys they will be referred 
to by the more dignified Prarie Wolf 
title.

One might ask, “Why would 
anyone want to hunt these 
discreditable creatures?” Admittedly 
this is not the type of game one 
normally thinks of for “harvesting” 
purposes. However, two reasons 
come to mind. In the dead of 
winter, these otherwise scruffy, 
down-at-the-heels looking creatures 
take on a more agreeable look. A thick whitish-grey winter coat 
sprouts out on their emaciated carcasses admirably suitable for 
collars and fur hats.

Second, the Prarie Wolf is one of the most entertaining and 
challenging game animals one can possibly hunt. I’m convinced it 
takes little more than a year for a Prarie Wolf ’s IQ to surpass that of 
the average hunter’s — along with his sense of humor (more on this 
later). However, a successful hunt can be done. What follows will 
provide you with some sound information on how to hunt these 
wiley creatures, plus a personal sampling on how one might go 
about “blowing the shot.”

A word here on the “where” of Prarie Wolf hunting. For starters - 
everywhere. Begin by looking under your front porch. To say the 
least, these little wolves adapt, and are comfortable living close to 
humans. As far as concentrations go, look first where there is a 
ready food supply, either carrion, or small, stupid animals. Let me 
interject here that one of the premier hunting grounds for these 
varmints used to be Los Angeles — in particular West Hollywood 
and Beverly Hills. Here the mangy critters found a rich diet via 
a ready supply of small dogs (poodles) for their dinner menu. 
However, things are changing. As of late the movie people are 
wising up and equipping themselves with antiyote dogs — like 
dobermans and mastiff. Los Angles is no longer the hunting 
ground it used to be.

A note here on using dogs for the hunt. The Prarie Wolf has a 
peculiar rocking/bounding gait when coursing across the prairie, 
each bound encompassing about five yards. It also has superior 

canine stamina. No domestic dog 
can match the Prarie Wolf ’s speed 
or endurance. However, that doesn’t 
mean there will not be a chase. Once 
pursued by one of its canine cousins, 
the Prarie Wolf, of pure avarice, will 
slacken its pace maintaining just 
enough interval to keep the dog 
committed. By glancing back now 
and then it will know precisely when 
the dog’s heart is about to burst, and 
when it does, little wolf instantly 
disappears (more on this later).

Anyway, back to hunting areas, 
probably the best hunting ground, 
and the one I always used, is in 
central Nebraska, viz., the old 
Oregon Trail. This Prarie Wolf 
Shangri-La was established by the 

trail of dead oxen left behind during the post Forty-niner migration 
west. Yes, the Little Wolves love carrion. In fact it has been asserted 
that they will eat anything up and including nitroglycerin.* 
However, this is not true. A Prarie Wolf WILL NOT eat another 
Prarie Wolf.

Anyway, central Nebraska still maintains a large Prarie Wolf 
population. For dietary purposes the oxen carcasses have mostly 
been replaced by potato chip bags and Pepsi cans tossed out of cars 
along I-80. They will also eat an occasional newborn calf -- thus, 
Little Wolf hunters are welcome guests at most central Nebraska 
farms and ranches.

As far as armament goes, one might question the use of 
muzzleloaders for hunting such an elusive game. Well let me say 
right off that William Clark was perfectly content blasting the 
Upper Missouri Prarie Wolves with an 1803 Harpers Ferry flintlock 
rifle. My friends and I have employed a variety of traditional 
armament including the Numrich swivel breach (providing two 
shots of course), the T/C Renegade, the Tennessee rifle, and 
stretching the idea of muzzleloader a bit, the Sharps percussion. 
This is not the handicap you would think. Almost without 
exception, every successful hit my friends and I have gotten on 
the critters has been on the first shot. And virtually all were at a 
hundred yards or less. Much of the hunting is done via “push” in 
which case the new lightweight in-lines make a perfect Prarie Wolf 
gun. 

Admittedly most of the Prarie Wolves bagged in the hunting 
magazines are enticed in using “calls.” My friends and I always 

Prarie Wolf
By Jim Van Eldik

Hunting the
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relied on the old “dying rabbit” call where one blows through a 
plastic tube producing a sound similar to the noise makers heard 
on New Year’s Eve. This call works, but it will only work once; the 
Prarie Wolf has a wonderful memory. These days there seems to 
be a preference for electronic devices. One of the most popular is 
called the “Banshee” which I understand uses a recording of Hillary 
Clinton’s laugh. The downside to calling Prarie Wolves is you never 
know the direction from which they will approach. One night, 
while waiting for the Little Wolves in a fence row, I was approached 
by a herd of cattle on the reverse side of the fence. They came within 
six feet of me making a terrible racket on the corn shucks. I was not 
able to observe the cattle due to the thick grass and weeds in the 
fence row. Later the guys informed me there were no cattle in the 
field — it was a actually a lead-footed Prarie Wolf sniffing me out. 
Had I brought my bayonet along I might have taken him with that.

I have to say I always enjoyed the “sweeps” best. Trekking the wild 
and wooly Nebraska Sand Hills offers a chance to enjoy the terrain 
as well as hunt. It also provides a chance for adventure. I recall the 
time I was hiking along the slope of one of the hills and came to a 
patch of snow. I started across and immediately plummeted straight 
down into the snow only stopping my plummet by extending my 
arms. The snow hid a precipitous ravine I had to swim out of.

Our “sweeps” composed three or four of us walking abreast 
encompassing about a half mile interval, and then simply hiking 
across the prairie. This approach provides lots of action, but not 
necessarily a lot of “harvested” Prarie Wolves. I recall in one of our 
early hunts a Prarie Wolf “busted” on the far right. He then passed 
in front of each of us in turn while we took our best shot at him. 
Upon completion of his successful run, and safely out of sight, he lit 
up in joyful song (laugh). Most embarrassing!

In another incident, while shadowing a deep ravine, my “sixth 
sense” detected a Prarie Wolf lurking below. I kicked a clod of dirt 
into the Wolf ’s likely hiding place, and out he came. I touched off 
one of my usual misses as the Little Wolf shot down the ravine. 
He eventually reached the valley below where he pulled up directly 

behind one of my friends standing on a knoll, peering off in the 
opposite direction. The Little Wolf eventually noticed my friend 
and reversed course making off for parts unknown.

This incident illustrates another point; these fur balls have a 
terrible time detecting stationary hunters, which accounts for the 
one adorning my vest in the illustration. This one did the “circle 
around” drill they habitually use and came directly at me, even 
though I was standing totally in the open — but standing on snow 
in white coveralls.

A final warning about hunting these critters, best explained with 
another illustration. I “nicked” a Prarie Wolf one time, and set 
off following his tracks and blood trail. He was not badly hit, so 
the trail went on and on and on. Eventually ANOTHER hunter 
of unknown origin began following the wounded animal. I was 
unhappy with this, but when a THIRD hunter joined the hunt I 
was irate. After a while it dawned on me that the boot prints I was 
following seemed very similar to mine. So I did a comparison and 
found they WERE mine. I was tracking the Prarie Wolf in a big 
circle. So I a took another turn around the circuit looking for the 
exit. There was none! Apparently the Prarie Wolf either ascended, or 
descended, or employed some other phantasmal move.

Prarie Wolf hunting is not for the milquetoast.

* See Roughing It by Mark Twain.  
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We all have this romantic love affair with 18th and early 19th 
century guns, that for one reason or another, we often cannot 
explain to our friends and family. The magic of a quality-built 
longrifle is something that is easier to experience rather than to 
explain. The magic does not take hold of every person. You feel it in 
your bones and spirit. It has been over 250 years since the longrifle 
represented state-of-the-art technology, but experientially, we 
know it is fully capable of putting meat on the table and providing 
security (especially if you have ever sought shelter in a rock house, 
with only a campfire for company), knowing it rests waiting and 
able to perform at a moment's notice. 

W hat is it, exactly, that draws us to use what is considered 
primitive old technology and to shun the modern firearms of today 
with their synthetic stocks, stainless-steal barrels, etc., and modern 
clothing material like camo, and other convenience store items 
marketed at big box outfitters? There is a primitive element that can 
only be achieved with a few hunting tools, one being a longbow 
or self-made bow; the other being a flintlock gun. While I have 
not used a traditional bow, I have used both modern compound 
bow and crossbow in the past to harvest deer. In doing so I have 
harvested many deer at extremely close-range and enjoyed many 
other close range wilderness experiences while doing so. Yet to me, 
for some reason, none of them quite offered the satisfaction of a 
flintlock rifle.

The contemporary longhunter, with longrifle in hand, in period 
attire, is a strange enigma. It’s an eclectic blend of old world, 1700s 

skills, and the craftsmanship in the 21st century, ranging from 
what I call “Carhart Correct” hunting with a quality flintlock, 
but with varying degrees of modern accouterments and clothing, 
to the most thread-conscious re-enactor/period trekker with a 
minimalist assortment of well-documented period-correct woods 
gear. Something in between is likely where most contemporary 
longhunters fit.

Different people go about their activities in different ways 
and various degrees of emersion towards authentic dress and 
accoutrements. I do not pass judgment on any of them and hope 
they will afford me the same courtesy. No matter what level of 
authenticity you participate at, we have all been asked the question: 
Why do we do that? As we attempt to share our enthusiasm and 
passion, we often fall short, not able to find the words to draw 
others into the circle of the contemporary longhunter. We are 
not alone in our loss of words to describe something that defies 
description. Fly fishers and traditional bow hunters also feel the 
sense of frustration when trying to share their passion with people 
that are caught up with society’s ever-increasing dependence on 
modern technology. We on the other hand are part of a segment of 
today’s population that seeks and often craves simplicity, tradition, 
and most importantly satisfaction out of achieving something 
through “genuine effort.” Achieving something through genuine 
effort is a simple, yet powerful statement that is not often heard 
today.

Who among us has not fielded the sarcastic questions and 
comments? Why do you bother with those old-fashioned guns 
when you have all of this amazing, modern technology available to 
you? Flintlocks are a pain to load! A pain to clean! Slow to go off, if 
they go off at all! Of course most of these comments are borne out 
of ignorance. Some gripe that muzzleloaders are a pain to take care 
of; that you have to be so careful or they will not fire. 

I believe that the care and operation of a quality flintlock gun is 
part and parcel of the passion and entertainment. Just as using a fly 
rod and line and leader to gently present a tiny carefully crafted fly 
to a waiting trout is all part and parcel of fly fishing, so is cleaning, 
loading, maintaining your flint, and casting your own round balls 
are all part and parcel of the contemporary longhunter's experience. 

There are also the primitive bushcraft skills that go hand in hand 
with using a flintlock rifle. Flint and steel to start a fire, and old- 
time knife to process game, period clothing, shelters, campfires, 
cooking outdoors, and using the many accoutrements often 
associated with flintlock guns. Some of today’s longhunters do 
not delve into the bushcraft element of longhunting; others have 
blended them together to the point that they are inseparable. 
It allows us to experience some small part of what the original 
longhunters might have gone through and done. I often enjoy what 

The Love of the Longrifle
By Patrick Cameron
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I call a campfire lunch, as part of a day of squirrel hunting. My little 
skillet, a small campfire along a nice creek, a piece of salt pork, a 
hunk of venison, biscuits, tea or coffee in a deep woods – talk about 
going back in time. My bag, horn, and gun as company make for 
a perfect day in the woods. This whole day’s event would not seem 
the same with a modern gun. Enjoying a meal that my longrifle has 
provided makes the experience whole.

There is another aspect to the problem that needs to be mentioned. 
Some people are so accustomed to the idea of instant gratification 
that it is virtually impossible for them to understand the satisfaction 
one feels when a good stalk and a well-placed shot from a flintlock 
takes down a deer or other wild game. This modern mentality is 
not only limited to hunting, but it’s engrained into every fiber of 
today’s modern lifestyle. It is coupled with what is known as the 
“Task Monster”! We begin every day with a list of tasks to achieve, 
be it work day or weekend. We are driven to complete those tasks 
as quickly and efficiently as possible. The sooner we get them done, 
the better; check it off the list and go on to the next item. 

Personally, I remember studying to prepare for various engineering 
exams — searching and searching through technical text books to 
locate specific information on subjects that would certainly be on 
the exam. Over time I developed my own style of speed reading to 
locate the information I needed. Fast forward a few years. I picked 
up a novel to read for pleasure and I found myself skimming 
through sections to get to the good parts, to get the information I 
felt I needed. It took years for me to learn how to read for pleasure 
once again and so it is with our task monster. The idea of a quicker 
and easier way to success has been ingrained in us since drawing 
our first breath. Add to that, the overwhelming need to succeed. 
Hence the need for the modern-day hunter to purchase the latest 
greatest item on the shelf that has been hyped to solve the difficult 
aspect of quickly becoming a successful hunter.

I love to hold a monster buck’s antlers 
in my hands as much as the next guy. 
But in all honesty, I would rather put 
my tag on a chunky little spike or fat 
doe taken with my flintlock than a big 
rack taken with a modern centerfire. 
There is so much more satisfaction 
at having done so with a primitive 
weapon and all its little idiosyncrasies. 
To me there is a stronger connection 
with the hunt and the results. It can 
be a deeply moving and profound 
experience.

 Using a quality flintlock in the woods 
allows the modern-day longhunter to 
become immersed in the past and in 
the wilderness he hunts, be it a 10- 
acre woodlot or a multi-thousand acre 
national forest. There is something 
almost magical, but very natural about 
a longrifle in your hands. It has the 
feel of a long-ago memory. It is the 

history of America coming to life in our own hands. It boils down 
to a sense of history that calls to mind America’s past. That sense 
you have when entering a new stand of large mature hardwoods; it’s 
the feelings of awe and belonging there.

Another thing, the masterful beauty of the longrifle hanging on the 
wall looks like art to a longhunter. For us it doesn’t matter if it is 
the most intricately carved, ornate rifle or plain barn gun, its beauty 
may lay in its utilitarian properties, or its graceful lines, or precision 
craftsmanship. Or, it could be the memories and history that a 
longrifle invokes, no matter if it is old or modern made. No matter 
how simple the gun, it is the personal connection that elevates it to 
the level of art. A few of my guns are in fact on the wall as art or in 
conjunction with art. My Isaac Haines smoothbore turkey gun has 
a prominent place below an intricate piece of art by Christopher 
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Walden, titled, “Woodland Foragers.” We are a fortunate few to be 
able to experience and cherish these simple pleasures that today’s 
modern hunter does not. Most likely we are the same people who 
take the time to cherish other pleasures that are brushed aside 
by modern society. A good friendship, wildlife, a hunting dog, a 
beautiful sunset, or a thousand other daily treasures missed when 
you live life at top speed. Life is truly a journey to be experienced 
in its moments and too many people are focused merely on their 
destination.

Then, there is an element of anti-technology amongst us today as 
well. Many of us lament the loss of knowledge of the old ways. 
Our lives are so critically dependent on technology that could in 
all honesty collapse at the slightest provocation. It is reassuring 
and pleasurable to go back, way back to the old ways and see for 
ourselves that, yes they still work, and in some ways, work better 
than modern technology. A wool scarf, sweater, or hat will keep 
you at least as warm as modern man-made materials today (even in 
the rain). A patched round ball will still take anything from a grey 
squirrel, rabbit, or turkey to a grizzly bear, moose, elk, or buffalo.

Another part of the answer for the longhunter in particular is the 
American wilderness that was once so pristine. We can not even 
fathom what it was actually like, both in terms of grandeur and 
abundance of wild game, never mind the inherent dangers from 
hostile natives. There are very few, places left in the world today 
that might resemble that level of wilderness. Some tiny samples of 
it are still here in the East, more in the West. For some of us there 
is an overwhelming craving to attempt to experience something of 
what might be left, before it is gone forever! Our 
ever-expanding population and its demand for 
land makes visiting our natural resources all the 
more urgent.

In the end, after all of our careful analysis, we 
have identified why it is so difficult to explain 
and share our passion and interest in longrifles, 
and the hold that they have on us. We have also 
identified many specific reasons why we enjoy 
our contemporary longhunter passion. The magic 
happens when we blend all these things together 
in different combinations, but in the end, there 
is still that one intangible element that eludes 
description, we can sense it, momentarily feel it, 
crave it, but not specifically identify it. Maybe that 
is the way it is suppose to be; maybe that is what 
makes it so special for those precious few moments 
it envelopes us during one of our hunts. I like to 
think of it as a gift. As much as we would love 
to share it with a close hunting friend or family 
member, we might have to accept that they would 
not understand. We should be grateful that we 
do. Don’t stop sharing the love that we have when 
we are shooting our longrifles and do not feel 
frustrated when someone can not comprehend our 
pastime. Know that your passion for the longrifle 
is not only a gift, but a treasure to be enjoyed and 
cherished.  

H i s t o ry,  C o m p e t i t i o n  &   Camaraderie

The N-SSA is America’s oldest and largest Civil 
War shooting sports organization. Competitors 
shoot original or approved reproduction firearms 
as well as artillery.  All teams represent a specific Civil 
War regiment or unit and wears the uniform they 
wore over 150 years ago.  N-SSA is dedicated to 
preserving our history, period firearms competition 
and the camaraderie of team sports with friends & family.

For more information, visit us online at www.n-ssa.org
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targetx.boardhost.com
Muzzleloading target shooters Forums – Dennis Eger says, “This 
forum is relatively new… There is quite a bit of stuff on target 
shooting with muzzleloaders, and will have even more once it is more 
well known.”

members.tripod.com/~Glove_r/Sweet.html
The Life and Death of Sweet Medicine -- Sweet Medicine was an 
important, legendary prophet and medicine man of the Cheyenne 
tribe. This short essay tells of his life and how the Cheyenne received 
the four Medicine Arrows.

battleofsevenoaks.weebly.com/documents.html
The Battle of Seven Oaks was an intense conflict that took place 
on June 19, 1816, in what became known as the Pemmican War. 
Supporters and employees of rival fur trading houses, the Hudson’s 
Bay Company (HBC) and the North West Company (NWC), were 
the key participants in the lopsided battle. The Battle of Seven Oaks 
was the climax of a long dispute in western Canada that many felt 
stemmed from new settlers imposing their will over the mixture of 
French, English, and Native Americans known as the Metis. The 
Métis people, who fought for the North West Company, called it 
“the Victory of Frog Plain.” This site does a good job of presenting a 
balanced story of the battle.

blackpowderjournal.com
The Black Powder Journal -- The mission of The Blackpowder Journal 
is to share the knowledge and limited experiences of the various 
contributors with the interested public at large. The Blackpowder 
Journal is an electronic magazine for the blackpowder enthusiast. It 
is only available online. The Blackpowder Journal is, however, totally 
free, as in no fees, no surcharges, no subscriptions. While the content 
is free to read, the content consists of copyright material and all rights 
are reserved. At this point in time, The Blackpowder Journal is not 
published on any schedule. Should a sufficient number of articles be 
submitted and collected, the next edition will be created and added at 
the whim and fancy of the publisher.

researchpress.co.uk
Research Press — Guns, Long Range Target Shooting & Associated 
History. This blog covers everything related to long range shooting 

competitions in the late 1800s to early 1900s.

 svartkrutt.net
svartkrutt.net – is owned and maintained by Øyvind Flatnes, a 
Norwegian black powder shooter. He started this website in February 
2000. The ambition was to provide Norwegians with a black powder 
site in our native language, but since then, most of the content is also 
translated to English. On svartkrutt.net you can read articles about 
various black powder related activities, participate on the international 
discussion board, chat or find interesting black powder or antique 
guns on the market pages. The discussion forum has become a 
valuable archive of interesting articles.

 jt-bullet-moulds.co.uk
JT Ball Moulds – While this company is overseas, they can make any 
size ball mould you desire. So, if you have a firearm that requires some 
odd-size ball, here’s your source for a mould.

mlaic.org
Muzzle Loaders Associations International Confederation – As the 
name implies, this organization hosts international shooting events 
for muzzleloading enthusiasts. If you want to travel the world and 
compete in black powder matches, this should be right up your alley.

 spvhs.org
South Platte Valley Historical Society – “…the Society has title to 
approximately 100 acres of land, located just north of the community 
of Fort Lupton on the South Platte River, which includes the historic 
site of the original Fort Lancaster as Lupton’s Fort was known in 
1836-1844. This land makes up the South Platte Valley Historic 
Park that currently includes several historic structures and a large area 
along the Platte River on which re-enactments of the historic fur-trade 
era rendezvous are held. The park contains the reconstructed Fort 
Lancaster, as Lupton’s Fort was known in its period of operation from 
1836 to 1844.” Several rendezvous are held here each year.

ovpr.org
Olde Virginia Primitive Riflemen -- The Olde Virginia Primitive 
Riflemen is an organization dedicated to creating and promoting 
fellowship, brotherhood, and interest in the art of primitive 
muzzleloading shooting, pre-1840 life, and encampment through 
organized rendezvous. They are located near Surry, Virginia.  

Have something to share? If you find an interesting website related to muzzleloading or muzzleloading 
accoutrements, send me a message at alanjamesgarbers@yahoo.com and I’ll check it out.

 Alan Garbers 
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JANuARy
January 13-14, 2018
Blanket Shoot; Contact: “Mingo” Mings,  
(812) 546-5063 after 6:30 p.m.

MARCH
March 17 & 18, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: 
Mike Hoke (812) 662-6403,  
mhoke45100@frontier.com

ApRIl
april 6, 7, 8, 2018 (Rain Date April 14)
NMLRA Work Weekend; Contact: Lydia  
Morath, (812) 667-5131, lmorath@nmlra.org
april 20, 21, & 22, 2018
Pistol Match; Contact: Russ Combs  
(317) 839-8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net; Lou 
Helsel (513) 724-1207,  
lhbowl@fuse.net or lhelsel@fuse.net
april 21 & 22, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: 
Mike Hoke (812) 662-6403,  
mhoke45100@frontier.com
april 27, 28, & 29, 2018
Ladies Friendship Circle Rendezvous; Con-
tact: Marcia Kellam (812) 581-8971,  
makellam@hotmail.com; June Patterson,  
(812) 667-0146, ziprudi@gmail.com
april 28 & 29, 2018
NMLRA National Women's Weekend
Contact: Kyra Baxter (812) 344-0690,  
jbaxter87@gmail.com.
april 30 - May 4, 2018
Engraving Class by John Schippers; NMLRA  
Education Building; Contact: NMLRA Office 
(812) 667-5131, www.nmlra.org

MAy 
May 5, 2018
Inline Offhand Fun Shoot; Contact: Mike 
Weissmann (513) 382-1013, sodgpa@fuse.net; 
Steve Chapman (260) 347-2573, Chapmansk40@
yahoo.com
May 6, 2018
NMLRA 22 Fun Shoot; Contact: Mike Weiss-
mann (513) 382-1013, sodgpa@fuse.net 
May 11, 2018
NMLRA M5; Contact: Bob Wetzler  
(812) 689-6629, rbrtwtzlr@aol.com
May 12, 2018
NMLRA Inline Hunter Muzzleloading 
Match; Contact: Bob Wetzler (812) 689-6629,  
rbtwtzlr@aol.com; Dan Thomas  
(812) 212-0954, dth1000@yahoo.com 
May 18, 19, & 20 2018
Pistol Match (May 20th is the Pistol Wiener 
World Championship); Contact: Russ Combs  

(317) 839-8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net;  
Lou Helsel (513) 724-1207,  
lhbowl@fuse.net or lhelsel@fuse.net
May 19 & 20, 2018
NMLRA/NRA Regional Long-Range Black 
Powder Cartridge Knockdown Silhouette 
Match;  
Contact: Mike Hoke (812) 662-6403, 
mhoke45100@frontier.com

JuNE
June 2 - 4, 2018 
Indiana Rifle & Pistol Territorial;  Contact: 
Rick Repovsch - 763-233-2107, rrepovsch@
hotmail.com
June 9-17, 2018
NMLRA Spring National Shoot; Contact:  
NMLRA Office (812) 667-5131,  
nmlra@nmlra.org, www.nmlra.org
June 23 & 24, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: 
Mike Hoke (812) 662-6403,  
mhoke45100@frontier.com

July
July 14-15, 2018
NMLRA Youth Shoot; Contact: Jeff or Kristy 
Nunn (317) 862-1604; knunn1604@yahoo.com
July 20, 21, & 22, 2018
Pistol Match; Contact: Russ Combs  
(317) 839-8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net; Lou 
Helsel (513) 724-1207,  
lhbowl@fuse.net or lhelsel@fuse.net
July 21 & 22, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: 
Mike Hoke (812) 662-6403,  
mhoke45100@frontier.com

AuGusT

august 11 & 12, 2018
National Family Fun Shoot; Contact: Bob 
Weaver (574) 876-1065,  
bweaver@anchorconstruction.com,  
www.nmlra.org
august 17, 18, & 19, 2018
Pistol Match; Contact: Russ Combs  
(317) 839-8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net;  
Lou Helsel (513) 724-1207, 
lhbowl@fuse.net or lhelsel@fuse.net
august 18 & 19, 2018
NMLRA Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: 
Mike Hoke (812) 662-6403, mhoke45100@
frontier.com
august 25, 2018
NMLRA 22 Fun Shoot; Contact: Mike  
Weissmann (513) 382-1013, sodgpa@fuse.net 
august 26, 2018 starts at 9:30am
Inline Offhand Fun Shoot; Contact: Mike 

Weissmann (513) 382-1013, sodgpa@fuse.net; 
Steve Chapman (260) 347-2573,  
chapmansk40@yahoo.com

sEpTEMbER
septeMber 8-16, 2018
NMLRA National Championship Shoot;  
Contact NMLRA Office (812) 667-5131,  
nmlra@nmlra.org, www.nmlra.org
septeMber 22 & 23, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: 
Mike Hoke (812) 662-6403,  
mhoke45100@frontier.com

OCTObER
OctOber 5, 6, & 7, 2018
NMLRA Boy Scout Camporee; Contact: Doug 
Galbraith (513) 379-8963, djgnrg@aol.com 
register online at nmlra.org. Volunteers 
needed
OctOber 20 & 21, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: 
Mike Hoke (812) 662-6403,  
mhoke45100@frontier.com

NOvEMbER

nOveMber 3, 2018
NMLRA Meat Shoot; Contact: “Mingo” Mings, 
(812) 546-5063 after 6:30 p.m.
nOveMber 10 & 11, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: Mike 
Hoke (812) 662-6403, mhoke45100@frontier.com

ALTERNATE RANGE 
USE INFORMATION
The following is the basic information for 
sponsoring an event on the Walter Cline 
Range in Friendship, Indiana. To schedule 
an Alternate Range Use Event contact the 
NMLRA Office at (812) 667-5131.

Charges for NMLRA Members $5.00 
for first day, $2.00 per day thereafter per 
registered participant. Camping fees are in-
cluded for NMLRA members only. Insur-
ance also included for NMLRA members. 
Charges for Non-NMLRA Members $6.00 
for first day, $3.00 per day thereafter per 
registered participant. Camping fees will be 
charged at the then-current rate. 
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Bevel Down: Where we live it’s too cold outside to do 
much shooting, so this month we’ll step into a beginner-level 
project to get into the craft side of muzzleloading.

Bevel Up: If you spend much time around muzzleloaders 
you will soon learn that as a group they are generally rather 
close with a dollar. My brother, for example – a more dedicated 
muzzleloader would be hard to find – is just tighter than two 
coats of paint. Most folks would have to make very radical – 
even life changing – modifications to their daily habits in order 
to compete with his parsimony.  

Take for instance when he sees something he likes in a trader’s 

booth there at Friendship he’ll pick it up and look it over real 
careful like and maybe even come back later and look at it 
again once or twice. But he’s not in the least bit thinking about 
buying it – he’s just trying to figure out how he can go home 
and make one cheaper. If, after long and agonized deliberation, 
he decides that he can’t actually make one cheaper (not better, 
mind you, but just cheaper) then he’ll go back and offer maybe 
six percent of the asking price to see if he can get it without 
having to break that five dollar bill he’s been carrying around 
for the last four years.

Bevel Down: Yes, I admit, you can save money by making 
your own shooting stuff. But I prefer to see it as sensible fru-

make it yourself: powder measures

Start with a small drill and work up in stages.
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Squeeze the tin tight around the mandrel.

The soldered seam.

gality as opposed to miserliness. Plus, some of the things that 
make muzzleloading interesting are the historical crafts that are 
associated with re-creating the guns and accessories that they 
used in the 18th and 19th centuries. Most everything a muzzle-
loader needed back then was commercially available, but some 
folks couldn’t afford store-bought powder horns and hunting 
bags and such, and out on the edge of the frontier you couldn’t 
just toddle over to the nearest super store or get on-line every 
time you broke your powder horn or lost your powder measure 
to get a new one.

But there’s a lot of satisfaction to be had in making something 
with your own hands that is both useful and historically cor-
rect. It gives us a little window on what was required of people 
two hundred years ago and helps us keep alive some of those 
nearly lost crafts and skills. 

So, with that in mind, we’ll start this month off with a discus-
sion of how to make the lowly powder measure or “charger,” 
as it was called back a couple of hundred years ago. The sim-
plest measure is just a light tin cylinder made to hold the right 
amount of powder for the gun it is carried with. This type of 
charger is listed in orders for trade guns and rifles going clear 
back to the early fur trade. It’s easy to make and authentic for 
anything from flintlocks used before the French & Indian War 
all the way up to the late nineteenth and early twentieth centu-
ry Tennessee/Appalachian mountain rifles.

Bevel Up: Here’s how to make one: cut a piece out of a tin 
can about two or three inches long and two inches wide. Wrap 
it around a ½” bolt or piece of round stock to use as a mandrel. 
Then, with the tin still on the mandrel, pinch the ends together 
in a vise so as to let the mandrel slide out of the jaws as the tin 
edges come together, so you end up with the tin clamped real 
tight around the mandrel. That might be easier to understand if 
you look at the picture.

Take the tin out of the vise and off the mandrel and with a pair 
of pliers fold the two flat edges together about half-way down 
from the outside edge, then put it back on the mandrel, clamp 
with the tin into the vise and tap the folded seam down tight 
against the mandrel with a hammer. At this point the seam 
should be folded over on itself and be tight, but if you want it 
really shut together tight you can either rivet the edges together 
using a couple of small nails or brads, or solder them. I like to 

solder the seam, but I’m no good at soldering so I use some 
stuff from the hardware store called Solder-It. It’s a paste that 
you moosh down into the seam with your fingers and then just 
heat up a little bit with a torch until the paste melts and sticks 
everything together. Works like a champ. 

With the seam closed put the tube back on the mandrel, but 
leave it about half an inch or a little more, short of the end. 
Then put the open end of the tube back in the vise and pinch 
it shut. Use your pliers to fold in the corners and the tag end 
and then just drill a hole in the flat so you can put a string 
through it and hang the measure from your pouch. The one in 
the picture is 2 ½” overall and throws a 100-grain charge. You 
can size yours to throw as much or as little as you need.

Bevel Down: These old powder measures were made out 
of whatever was available or adaptable to the purpose. I’ve seen 
old originals in collections made out of antler, bone, ivory, 
brass, copper, tin, and horn. In the south they often used a 
short piece of cane and I remember seeing one made out of a 
big alligator tooth.

Probably the most common material among them was deer 
antler. Deer antler is plentiful, comes in just about any size you 
want, is durable, and relatively easy to work and carve with 
hand tools, so it makes sense that it would be used to make 
powder measures back in the old days. Heck, you don’t even 
have to shoot a deer if you’re willing to go for a walk outdoors 
in the springtime. Between about February and April when the 
deer are shedding their antlers you can pick them up off the 
ground just about any place where deer spend time out in the 
country.

Bevel Up: Deer antler is solid all the way through, so you 
have to hollow it out to make a measure. Once it’s hollowed 
out to where it holds the right charge you can either just use 
it like it is or you can carve it into different shapes to look like 
something else. Either way is fine and pretty much authentic. 
That is, unless you decide to carve it into something that looks 
stupid – like a gear shift knob or a little miniature Eiffel Tower 
or something.

So start by getting a piece of antler in a shape that suits you. I 
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like them to be sort of twisty and gnarly if I’m going to leave 
them as-is without carving. If I plan to carve them, then a 
lighter colored and straighter one is usually better. Either way, 
you want to start by clamping the antler in a vise between a 
couple pieces of leather. The leather helps to grip the antler 
and keeps the vise jaws from marking it up. With the antler 
clamped in good and tight go ahead and center punch the end 
so that you can start a drill as close to the center as possible.

I use a cordless electric drill. You could use a hand-crank drill 
(the original cordless drill, actually), but it is widely accepted 
in my circle of muzzleloading craftsmen that if the old mas-
ters had had access to modern power tools they would have 
used them. Anyway, you want to start with a fairly small-sized 
drill - maybe 1/8th of an inch or so. A small drill lets you get 
a hole started that is straight into the body of the antler and 
deep but not so wide as to threaten to break through the side if 
it goes too deep or runs a little off kilter one way or another. I 
think it’s easier to line up a small drill and watch the axis from 
both side and top to keep it lined up on a straight line into the 
antler. You might find it easier to have a friend watch from the 
side to keep you lined up while you watch from the top as the 
drill digs in. With some practice you won’t need so much help, 
but at first it helps to have a buddy.

Once you have the first hole drilled you can follow it with 
larger drills in gradually larger steps up to where you feel like 
the hole is getting about as big as it can without breaking out 
the side of the antler. As you increase the size of the drill keep 
in mind that the antler is tapered so you can’t go as deep with a 
big drill as you could with the first few smaller ones.  

With the hole drilled out as big as you can get it with the 
power drill you will need to switch to something that can slow-
ly scrape out the rest of the material along the contours of the 
antler. A sharp pocket knife works well for this job, but it is 
slow going. On a hardness scale, I’d say most deer antler places 
somewhere about half way in between soft maple and granite. 
The inside of an antler is softer than the outside, but not by 
much. You can cut it and scrape it in little bits with a knife and 
in a couple of hours you will have the inside pretty well dug 
out to where you can start throwing powder charges to test and 
see if you need to take out more to get the charge you want. 
As the walls of the inside get thinner you can actually feel the 
scraping through the wall of the antler and tell if you are get-
ting too close to breaking through. If you’re in a hurry, or just 
lazy, impatient, or trying to set some kind of production record 
you can use a rotary tool with a round-nosed cutter bit to do 
the wallowing out. That will get the job done in about fifteen 
minutes. Whether or not you want to resort to modern electric 
tools is a decision only you can make. Like my momma used to 
say, let your conscience be your guide.

Bevel Down: With the antler hollowed out you can pro-
ceed with carving if that’s what you want to do. This sort of 
carving falls into the category of “Folk Art,” which is a perfect 
outlet for my brother. The main thing about folk art is that it 
doesn’t have to be any good. You hardly ever hear people say 
“Hey, that’s really good folk art,” or “Hey, that’s really bad folk 
art.” People just look at a thing that’s crudely made and only 
vaguely representational of what it purports to be and say “Hey, 
look at that; that’s folk art.”

Some potential powder measures
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Land For Sale
“Just Minutes From Friendship, IN”

96.769 acres of great
recreational property or 
home site. Frontage on 

Laughery Creek.

Acreage from 2.5-16.4 acres 
available. Views of

Laughery Valley, ponds, just 
out of Friendship!

From $21,500-$99,000

4850 Cave Hill Rd, Versailles, IN Friendship Rd, Versailles, IN

1307 S. Adams St, Versailles, IN
www.woolumrealestate.com

812.689.3333/812.756.0033

Look at the picture of that thing my brother made. It’s sup-
posed to be a bird eating a fish - or a frog - or maybe a tadpole 
or something. Whatever, as long as he calls it folk art, he can 
get away with it. So if you’re one of those people who always 
wanted to be an artist, but had no talent, here’s your chance. 
Just jump right in and start making folk art.

As far as that goes, what you make is up to you. Sometimes 
a particular piece of antler just looks like it’s already started 
toward being a thing you could carve – like maybe a fish with 
its mouth open or a snake wrapped around a stick. Lots of old 
original measures were carved with rings and flats to look like a 
fancy little powder horn. I think those are especially attractive.

Whatever you decide to carve, it’s important to design it ahead 
of time. Layout is important. Pre-planning lets you look at the 
finished product before you start it and change things around 
if you need to before the permanent cuts are made. If you just 
start in hacking away at a piece of antler you may accidentally 
end up with something that actually does look like a gear shift 
knob. Draw the pattern or design on the antler with a pencil. 
Erase and start over if you need to. Don’t start carving until it 
looks right. If it looks good, start in with your files and knives, 
and watch to see if it is turning out the way you planned. Be 
careful not to cut too deep as you may go right through the 
antler. 

Bevel Up: Once you’ve got the measure carved (or just 
hollowed out and not carved) you may want to add a little 
artificial aging or staining so as to make it look like something 
that’s seen lots of use on the early frontier. Of course, you can 
get that same effect by just using the measure, but some folks 
like to get a head start on growing that patina.

Antler is fairly easy to stain. My preferred method is to make 
up a batch of real strong black tea and just boil the measures 
in the tea until they get to the color that I want. I usually put 
about twenty of the cheapest tea bags I can find at the grocery 
store into about two quarts of water and bring them up to a 
boil. Then I put the measures in with the bags and let them 
boil for about fifteen minutes or so and check them. It’s easier 
to retrieve them out of the boil if you hook a piece of baling 

wire through the hole in the tail ahead of time. If the tea isn’t 
giving you the color you want you can add a few drops of 
red or brown Rit dye to the tea until you get the shade you 
are looking for, but go slowly with that because a little bit of 
that dye can make a big change in that small pan of water. 
This method also works to color horn and bone. Some folks 
use strong coffee instead of tea, but I think coffee throws off a 
more yellow tint than tea. Some of the darker teas will come 
out with a little bit of redness, which I think adds some pleas-
ant warmth.

Bevel Down: Before you try to make a powder measure 
that replicates or at least resembles an actual 18th or 19th centu-
ry original, you will want to do some research. There are plenty 
of books with good close-up pictures of antique muzzleloading 
accessories and accoutrements. A quick search online will give 
you a list of reference books and even the occasional semi-
nar (the ones offered at Conner Prairie, Indiana and Western 
Kentucky University in Bowling Green are well known and very 
good) to help you along.

And if you want to just browse through examples of what your 
fellow craftsmen and women can do, and see some really good 
folkart, get on the computer and check out the artisans listed on 
the Contemporary Longrifle Association (www.longrifle.com). 

Three different chargers

January 2018   77



78 MuzzleBlasts

NMLRA 

Classif ied Ads
Accessories 
SHOOTER’S BOXES and Period-style Furnishings: lap desks, 
candle boxes, fur trade mirrors. Quality craftsmanship. Go to www.
northridgewoodworking.com.

SHARPSIGHT OPTIC AID: tired of fuzzy out of focus sights on 
your rifle or handgun. Check out www.Sharpsights.com to bring 
those sights and target back into focus. 

Archery 
PRIMITIVE LONGBOWS Lakota, Modoc, English, arrows, quivers, 
moccasins, Call/Write for catalog: MILLER’S LONGBOWS, 25 
Cordwood Road, Divide, Montana 59727.

Barrels 
TIP CURTIS FRONTIER SHOP COLERAIN SWAMPED BARRELS: 
31”, 38”, 42”, 44” - $205.00 & up. COLERAIN TO ROUND: 36”, 38”, 
42”, 44”, 46” - $220 & up. All barrels available in .36 caliber to .62 
caliber rifled or smoothbore. GREEN MOUNTAIN BARRELS: 36”, 
42” - .36 caliber to .58 caliber rifled or smoothbore – ¾”, 13/16”, 
7/8”, 15/16”, 1”, 1 1/8” - $195 & up. GREEN MOUNTAIN SWAMPED 
BARRELS: 38”, 42”, 44” - .32, .36, .40, .45, .50, .54 caliber - $205 & 
up. Percussion locks $100. Flintlocks $150.00 & up. CUSTOM GUN-
KITS - Pistol kits - $425 & up. Straight barrel rifle kits - $650 & up. 
Smoothbore rifle or fowler kits - $725 & up. Swamped barrel rifle 
kits - $725 & up. Over 130 patterns to choose from. P.O. Box 203, 
Cross Plains, TN 37049, (615) 654-4445, tipcurtis@bellsouth.net.

THE GUN WORKS – Master distributor of Black Widow Bullets 
(proven to have very good knock-down power) and Bridger’s Best 
patching. Looking for dealers in general sales. www.thegunworks.
com, (541) 741-4118.

THE GUN WORKS is the master distributor of Oregon Barrel 
Company; making rifled and smooth bore barrels; 30 caliber to 2 
bore pistol, rifle and cartridge, up to 35” octagon, tapered octagon, 
round, tapered round and octagon to round. Call for quote (541) 
741-4118 or www.thegunworks.com. 

Blackpowder 
COONIE’S BLACK POWDER, Box 2062, Hobbs, NM 88241; 
(575) 393-6060 email: cooniesblkpdr@aol.com Goex Black Powder- 
made in the USA. F-4Fg-Cannon- Cartridge-Cowboy-Express 
Powder- Olde Eynsford Powder Now Available- Pinnacle (B.P. 
substitute) and Swiss. 

BLACK POWDER FOR SALE. Pacific Northwest Master 
Distributor, Swiss, Schuetzen, and Goex brands in stock. BUFFALO 

ARMS COMPANY 208-263-6953, www.buffaloarms.com 

Books 

GEORGE SHUMWAY PUBLISHER, INC. Scholarly books on 
history and makers of the longrifle. Free catalog. 717-755-1196, 
3900 Deep Run Lane, York, PA 17406. www.shumwaypublisher.com

DIXON MUZZLELOADING SHOP — Home of the Gunmakers 
Fair, last full weekend of July. “The Art of Building The Pennsylvania 
Long Rifle,” $26.50 prepaid. Complete line of muzzleloading supplies,  
reloading equipment. 9952 Kunkels Mill Road, Kempton, PA 19529, 
(610) 756-6271. 

Bullets/Patches 
ECOSLUG® ML-NRBP .50 Caliber Non-Lead Saboted 
Muzzleloading Projectile. Approved for use in California’s non-
lead hunting areas. Made in USA Patents 8,171,852 & 8,438,767. 
Patented bullet puller feature. For use in both modern in-lines and 
traditional fixed breech plug muzzleloaders with 1-28” to 1-48” 
twist barrels. For information and ordering see our website: www.
eco-slug.com. P-BAR CO. LLC (440) 238-6050.

Classes 

Engravers 
ENGRAVING, Guns, Locks, Etc. Full time, excellent turnaround, 
reasonable rates, call or write for estimate. SMITTY’S ENGRAVING, 
21420 Pioneer Circle, Harrah, OK 73045, (405) 226-0251.  
www.smittys-engraving.us. 

Events
LIVING HISTORY - THE OLD TOWN TRADE FAIRE, Green 
County Fairgrounds Xenia, OH. March 3rd, 9-5PM; March 4th 
9-3PM. Admission $4.00 adults Children under 12 Free. For 

GUNSTOCKS PLUS 
Presents

A LOCK-BUILDING CLASS
L.C. RICE  -  MASTER CRAFTSMAN

TEACHING JAN 15-19, 2018
At GUNSTOCKS PLUS

6100 Stillwell-Beckett Road, OXFORD, OHIO 45056
Details: WWW.GUNSTOCKSPLUS.COM

513-524-8908
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Exhibitors Information: Stitchers Cabin, Box 365 Christianburg, OH 
45389 937-857-9745

FEBURARY 2 & 3, 2018 - 21ST ANNUAL 18TH CENTURY 
MARKET FAIR, Pritchard Community Center, Elizabeth, KY. Food 
available. Friday 12:00 - 6:00 PM and Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 
$3.00 admission. Information call Danny Hill (270) 369-6129.

THE LINTON FAIR - JANUARY 27 & 28, 2018, hosted by the 
Buck Creek Muzzleloaders. Traders of 1750-1840. Guests, authors: 
Eddie Price and James Alexander Thom, Gunsmith- Fimeon England. 
Admission charged. Held in the Roy Clark Building, Linton, Indiana in 
the city park. Saturday 9-5, Sunday 9-3. For information contact Tim 
(812) 887-4497 or Larry (812) 887-7546.

For Sale

BRASS BALL MOULDS. These fit standard handles. 200” to .600” 
- $35.00. .601” to .850” - $45.00. Plus postage. Larger moulds are 
available. Email inquiry to: jeff@ballmoulds.com.

SELLING: Furs, buckskins, rawhides, antlers, sinew, claws, teeth, 
beads, feathers, etc. Tens of thousands of items. Complete internet 
catalog www.hideandfur.com.

STRIPS: Fox tails from $2 $3 $5 to $15 each. Davy Crockett 
hats $5. Rabbit skins, rabbit feet, raccoon tails, all kinds of skins, 
and coyote skins $45. Free Pricelist. Tel: (718) 786-0203. Email: 
stripsinc1@aol.com. Website: stripsinc.tripod.com.

Gunmakers 
THE HAWKEN SHOP Manufacturers of the famous S. HAWKEN 
classic plains rifle. Supplying breeches, tangs, locks, triggers and 
iron furniture to the discriminating builder. Tomahawks, knives and 
accessories, all made in the USA. www.thehawkenshop.com.

Knives 

OLD DOMINION FORGE – Offering the finest in hand forged 
18th century knives, swords, axes and tomahawks, as well as 
a large selection of hand-cast pewter. Also, powder horns and 
accoutrements of the finest quality. KYLE WILLYARD www.
olddominionforge.com. 

Leather 
LEATHERUNLTD. Quality Wholesale Leather Distributor since 
1970 including oak, deerskin, garment, rawhide, oiled cowhide, furs, 
and more. Quality Leather goods, Leather Tools, Black Powder Gear, 

all steel Clicker or Mallet Dies. Complete Internet Catalog at www. 
LeatherUnltd.com or call 800-993-2889 for quality leather and 
friendly service from a family owned and operated business.

Supplies 
MOUNTAIN TOP TRADING CO., since ’89. French Amber Flints, 
Blankets, bags, horns, knives, hawks, pewter jewelry, pins and 
buttons, tinware, time pieces, hand forged buckles and padlocks, 
camp gear, tents and tipis, clothing. NO CATALOG AVAILABLE.  
www.mountaintoptradingco.com, (509) 397-4447, (509) 397-3291 
Fax; MTTC, 413 S. Main, Colfax, WA 99111.

Video/DVD 
GUN-BUILDING DVD’S by James Turpin. Building series -#1 ,  
#11 (percussion) & pistols $29.95 ea. Colonial Arts series 1 through 
4 $24.95 ea. S&H $5.00 for one or $6.50 for 2 or more. For more 
info, please go to our website www.primitiveartsvideo.com. 
PRIMITIVE ARTS VIDEO, PO Box 13478, Overland Park, KS 66282-
3478. 

Wanted 
ANY ITEMS MADE BY HERSHEL HOUSE. 201-933-0256 
Please Leave A Message, Will Call Back

All Classified Ads are 72 cents per word (minimum of 15 words). Extras: words in bold type - $5, border around ad - $10. Words are considered to be each 
word in a name; initials in a name; abbreviations; addresses (each set of numbers and/or abbreviations); full zip code; telephone numbers; listing of products 

and prices of products, each item and each price. Please specify heading (i.e., “For Sale,”). ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE.

Muzzle Blasts Advertising, P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021; phone (812) 667-5131.

To place
your ad 

contact us
at

(812) 667-5131
or

lbrown@nmlra.org.
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Chuck Zigler, Chief Range Officer; 
Jerry Hiester, Woodswalk Captain;  
Paul Smeltz, Archery Captain; 
Daune Miller, Knife and Tomahawk 
Captain; Mike Wegert; Chief Scorer; 
Ron and Sue Young; Gate Captains; 
and Curt Fulmer and Wes Greist, 
Captains of Iron Valley. Clyde and 
Kathy Fisher from Vermont, Becky 
Waterman, and Mike Pullins, both 
from Ohio, traveled all the way in 
and donated their time to fill in so 
many spots. Dale Clemons, Alan 
Housknect, Craig Hattler, Tim 
Bottenfield of course my wife Linda 
plus many, many more people made 
this event happen and a success. 

The commitment and passion of 
these people is what make this event 
and many other events happen. All 
of these people are involved with 
many other events where they are 
willing to give up their shooting 
time to run ranges, score targets, register people, why? They have 
the passion and desire to make our sport grow. Volunteers are the 
heart of all events and January isn’t too early to start asking for 
help for your event. I can’t thank all of the volunteers enough who 
make this event happen; we can always use more.

Michael Beliveau probably has done as much as anybody to make 
this event a success and has sold me on the power of YouTube. If 
you go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIxrLnlgU8I, you 
will see a great video of the 2017 NMLRA Rifle Frolic and Mar-
ketfaire that Mike made. This was the fifth year of this event and 
you can see all five years of the event on YouTube. If your club has 
anybody who is computer savvy have them do a Facebook page 
to put your events on. People have shown up at this event just 

because they searched “Pennsylvania 
Living History Events October” and 
the event came up on the internet. 

Sponsorship of the event through 
donations of products from busi-
nesses that the participants use for 
the sport is a big help. I have been 
running shooting competitions 
for 40 years. The problem I don’t 
want to get caught up in is not 
enough prizes to attract shooters, 
not enough shooters to afford the 
prizes. What I have learned over 
the years that attracts shooters more 
than prizes is the shooting has to be 
fun. Iron targets are great to attract 
a new shooter because they just 
missed the iron target while with 
paper you can see the shot was off 
six inches at 25 yards. A match that 
is fun and attracts new shooters is 
the table shoots. One of the most 
popular matches we shoot is a three 

shot match with the closest single shot to the x center off the table 
rest at 20 yards. It is not uncommon to see an expert shooter 
shoot and not get a center shot while a novice shoots two shots 
three inches off center and his third shot looks like the black dot 
in the center of a rifle scope. Closest single shot to center wins. 
Prizes are important, but having fun while competing for them is 
more important. The shooter who loses will judge his experience 
by how much range time and how many shots he was able to fire 
for the price he paid in entry fees. Also the more places you give a 
prize to in a match, the better the match.

To get prizes for an event, the earlier you get started gathering 
them the better off you are and starting in January is part of 
the answer. You can buy a lot items on sale that can be used for 

 Past President NMLRA Becky Waterman (Left) picking 
a prize. (Author right)
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 David Plummer shooting the popular table shoot.

Chuck Zigler Chief Range Officer 2017.

shooting matches you hold in the summer. Also starting a raffle or 
a fundraiser now, will give time to earn money for prizes for the 
event. I have found most businesses are more willing to donate if 
you buy something from them for your event. When looking for 
donations start early. For some companies January is already too 
late; their budget is made out a year in advance.

Time is always an enemy of an event and planning requires 
time. Plan early and look back at last year’s events to correct any 
mistakes and make sure what you did that was successful happens 
again. 

Remember: “Success has many fathers, but failure is an orphan.” 
(unknown)   

Mike Wengert Chief Scorer.

Left K.C. Bennett being congratulated 
by Captain of Camp right.

January 2018   81



By James C. FulmerBeyond Friendship
January is the first month of the new year on the Gregorian 
calendar, which is used all over the world. The month is named for 
the Roman god Janus. In Roman mythology, Janus was a god with 
two faces that looked in opposite directions. One face looked to 
the past, and the other looked into the future. Janus served as a god 
of gates and doors, entrances, and exits. His name comes from the 
Latin word janua, meaning gate. January is the month when many 
muzzleloading clubs will start making plans for the next year's 
shooting season. This month is when many will look back on the 
events of last year and try to improve on events for the new year.

Each successful gun club, either modern or muzzleloading, has to 
go through the process even when an event is a success. January is 
the perfect month for the officers of the club to get together when 
the holidays and most hunting seasons and other distractions are 
over for the year. Planning is everything and the larger the event 
the farther ahead you have to plan.

What makes a successful event is getting the word out by adver-
tising either in publications, internet, or fliers, but the very best is 
word of mouth. It’s the best because nothing sells anything better 
then having a friend or an acquaintance telling you how good an 
event is that he has attended and that you should attend as well. 

The National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association’s 18th Century 
Rifle Frolic and Market Faire which took place October 6-8 2017, 
was already in the planning stages for the October 5-7, 2018, 
before the last event was over. Success doesn’t come by accident; it 
takes the passion of many people to make any event happen and 
be successful. The staff of the 2017 event is what made it successful 

(Continued on page 80.)

Ron Piper Shooting Hunters Match.

Tim Bottenfield Winning a Longhunter Society Big Game Record 
Book.
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Deer Hunter's Prayer
Heavenly Father, to you I pray,

A majestic deer may come my way.

Let my aim be straight and true,
this my Lord, I pray to you.

A swift kill is what I ask,
Take his spirit swift and fast.

For his last breath should not be,
One of pain or agony.

Let his soul, Come to Thee,
To roam your heavens,

Wild and Free.


