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March is the month of change.  The windy third month produces 
unpredictable changes in weather, the predictable changes in wild 
flowers and greening tree canopies, and the sudden change in the 
business of muzzleloading.  Muzzle Blasts is sad to see Lydia Morath 
move on from her Coordinator/Designer chair to a new position 
outside our ranks.  Fair skies and full sails, Lydia; you will be missed.

But in the midst of change, MB continues to reach for excellence.  
Our pages are being graced with quality “how-to, when-to, where-
to, what-to, and why-to” features; art and photography; advertising 
and association news.  And our staff continues to strive for the “best 
read in muzzle loading.” 

As the winds of change ebb and flow, so do our interests in what 
and why we shoot black powder.  Jim Van Eldik offers an interesting 
view on how the “short barrel” shooters amongst us got into the 
smoky crowd of competitors.  Apparently they got their start and 
evolution into shooting everything else as a result of shooting cap ‘n 
ball revolvers.  In his article, “The Most Adorable Revolver Ever Made,” 
he writes:  “Over time, though, as one migrates from plinking in 
the back woods to competing on the firing line, there tends to be 
a movement away from the graceful, nicely engraved Colts, to less 
aesthetic, but more accurate solid frames, guns like Remington or 
the Rogers and Spencer. What is ironic, though, without question 
the most gorgeous cap & ball ever made happens to be a solid frame 
-- the diminutive Maynard Pocket Pistol by Massachusetts Arms.

Digging back into history and the reenactor’s quest for adventure, 
Steve White shares “The Capture of Simon Kenton.”  As a kid 
growing up in northeast Kentucky, he was exposed to pioneers of 
this area at an early age.  Daniel Boone was famous here because 
of his participation in the battle of Blue Licks, the last battle of the 
American Revolution in Kentucky.  Simon Kenton, a friend of 

Boone, was just as important in this area.  
Bridges, roads and other public places were 
named for him.

The winds of March blow us past our cabin craziness to dream of 
“what’s next?”  Building a new rifle/pistol/trade gun/ bench gun/
fowler/ad infinitum may be the obvious choice, but what about 
increasing the legacy appeal and value by engraving some of the 
choices?  Fred Stutzenberger helps us all with “Engraving for the 
Common Man, Part III.”  “The embellishing on a rifle is what 
distinguishes it from another with the same components. Engraving 
gives the gun character and personality.”

And amongst the gentle zephyrs and March storms, Jim Fulmer 
takes us beyond Friendship with an old-fashioned flintlock deer 
hunt with new and old friends.  He wrote, “This year’s Flintlock 
hunt was special, as I had the chance to hunt with outdoor writer 
Bill Heavey. He is the “Editor-at-Large” for Field & Stream 
magazine. Heavey also writes the back page of Field & Stream and 
is the author of several books. Other friends on this hunt were 
professional F&S photographer Randy Harris; gun builder Bill 
Slusser; hunt organizer and Editor of Muzzle Blasts, Dave Ehrig; 
and me. It was a great hunt, and I got to meet some great people. 
Eventually here will be many detailed stories about the hunt, but this 
story will only cover part of the adventure.”

So for some, March begins with regrets, but for others some 
great beginnings.  We all anticipate the next adventure, the next 
muzzleloader, the next competition, the next hunt, the next Muzzle 
Blasts and the legacy that we all leave behind.  

Safe travels,
Dave 

A month of change
EDITOR’S MESSAGE a.k.a…"Scoring Shed"

Dave Ehrig - Editor

THE MIDWEST RENDEZVOUS INC. WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE

This is a pre-1840 living history event. Come and join us for a week of  reenacting fun on 40 acres of  wooded land 
nestled in the heart of  the Northern Kettle Moraine State Forest. Enjoy camping, competition, shopping and friendship.

Attendance at a primitive event means all clothing, lodging, footwear and accoutrements shall be of  1680-1840 North America. 
Rendezvous rules go into effect Saturday, June 15th and continue through June 22nd. Wood, water, and trash pick up provided. Ice available for sale.

Booshway
Kathy Depies • (920) 979-9430

(262) 965-2726 • manybuttons2000@yahoo.com

Segundo
Jennifer Beaty • (414) 659-5294

bldrbeaver@aol.com

Scribe
Rita Lurvey

rklurvey@gmail.com

Midwest Rendezvous Inc.

For Pre-registration and additional information:
Visit www.midwestrendezvousinc.com or check us out on Facebook.

38TH ANNUAL

June 15 - 22, 2019

p p

W7006 Parnell Rd., Cascade, WI 53011
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Rifle by Mike McHugh. Mike's rifle 
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NMLRA Platform
As an association founded upon our heritage of early American firearms, we declare our support of 

the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.
We are dedicated to:

 1. The understanding of, and the ability in, marksmanship with early American muzzleloading guns.
 2. Match promotion for the purpose of advancing fine accuracy with these arms and the establishment 
of standard practices for competition.
 3. The recognition and support for the continuing and growing interest in the added challenge of 
hunting with a muzzleloading gun.
 4. Greater safety with all guns, especially with muzzleloading rifles, pistols, and shotguns.
 5. The collecting, preservation, and recreation of antique guns and related accoutrements, and the 
recognition of the value of living history re-enactments.
NMLRA Mission Statement

The National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association exists to promote, support, nurture, and 
preserve NMLRA’s and our nation’s rich historical heritage in the sport of muzzleloading through 
recreational, educational, historical, and cultural venues such as match competition, hunting, gun 
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Terms Ending 2019
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Jeff Cunningham ................................Paoli, IN
Marty Murphy ................................Xenia, OH
Karen Latta ........................................Amo, IN
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Michael Eder .......................... Indianapolis, IN
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Rick Weber .............................Lenoir City, TN
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Richard Crabtree, Jr.................Lynchburg, OH

Our heritage...freedom...love of country...personal liberty...these are 
words that stir the hearts of all patriotic Americans.

GoldenGolden
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fee for 2019.
2019 Copyright © National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association, Friendship, Indiana, 47021 USA.

Muzzle Blasts (ISSN-0027-5360) is published monthly by the National Muzzle Loading 
Rifle Association, Maxine Moss Drive, Friendship, IN 47021. Rate of membership 
is $50 per year. Periodicals postage paid at Friendship, Indiana, and additional 
mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Muzzle Blasts, P.O. Box 
67, Friendship, IN 47021-0067.
CAUTION: All technical data in this publication, especially for loading, reflect the 
limited experience of individuals using specific tools, products, equipment, and 
components under specific conditions and circumstances not necessarily reported in 

the article and over which the National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association (NMLRA) has no control. 
The data have not otherwise been tested or verified by the NMLRA. The NMLRA, its agents, officers, 
and employees accept no responsibility for the results obtained by persons using such data and disclaim 
all liability for any consequential injuries or damages.
No advertised item is intended for sale in those states or in those areas where local restrictions may limit 
or prohibit the purchase, carrying, or use of certain items. Check local laws before purchasing. Mention 
of a product or service in advertisements or text does not necessarily mean that it has been tested or 
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Newest NMLRA 
Life Members

Newest NMLRA
Life Members

NEIL ROEMER
STEVEN C OTTESON

PERRY COOK

BEN BUSH, JR 
BENEFACTOR

DENNIS J DEBORD

DALE CRAIGHEAD
JON COPPA

BEN BUSH, JR.

HAROLD W HOWELL
RICHARD H STOCK
LLOYD WADDELL

*Note: All BOD positions are volunteer positions.

MARK MILLER

6 MuzzleBlasts



I hope everybody had a good winter and got all those 
muzzleloaders built during the off time from shooting. 
The spring will bring more changes to our beloved home 
in Friendship, with the addition of an AT&T cell phone 
tower and better internet access for all who attend or 
shoots. 

The spring will also bring work weekend. There will be a 
lot of projects to be completed. This year, work weekend 
will take place April 5th - 7th. Returning from SHOT 
show this year gave me some new perspective on not 
only our organization, but shooting sports in general. 
Speaking with president of the NRA, Oliver North, I 
was surprised to hear that shooting sports in general 
are up across the board. I reminded Colonel North 
that the NMLRA has the largest shoots of any kind in 
this country twice a year, and that we are looking to 
give people across the country the opportunity to learn 
about muzzleloading. I also learned that he is a fan of 
muzzleloaders, as he told me the two things his father-in-
law gave him that he cherished most were his wife and an 
original muzzleloader that he still owns. 

I also want to take this moment 
to thank Lydia Morath for the 
dedication and talent that she 
brought to this Association. She 
has been a valuable asset and she 
will be missed as she has accepted a job closer to home. 

Also, I need to take a moment to thank all of our field 
reps who do such a great job at all the shows around the 
country, without you all we could not exist. 

I also want to say thank you to Mike Hoke who is the 
match director for our NRA Regional black powder 
cartridge silhouette match. If you've never attended 
a silhouette match, this is the largest NRA Regional 
silhouette match in all of the country. The match will 
be held May 17th, 18th and 19th; with Friday the 17th 
being the 22 BPCR match. It's a great time with great 
people and as far as competition, well let's just say there's 
at a few national champs that shoot every year. 

Until next, month keep your powder dry.

Joe Hill   

President's MESSAGE

1 Year Membership................................$50

1 Year Digital Membership....................$35

1 Year Family Membership....................$65

1 Year Digital Family Membership.......$40

1 Year Foreign Membership..................$65

1 Year Digital Foreign Membership......$40

3 Year Membership..............................$145

Endowment Life Membership..........$1250

Digital Life Membership......................$500
(Digital Life will bump to $650 on 7/31/19)

For more information or for questions, please call the office at 812-667-5131.

New 
membership 

rates
Effective January 1, 2019

Joe Hill  
NMLRA President
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$500.00 for NMLRA Members
$525.00 for Non-Members

Register at www.nmlra.org
or call (812) 667-5131

Registration Deadline: 
April 22, 2019

Participants must bring their own tools. 
Instructor will provide a list.

CLASS SIZE IS LIMITED. 
REGISTER EARLY TO 

SECURE YOUR SPACE.

National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association
PO Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021

Phone: 812-667-5131 • Fax: 812-667-5136
www.NMLRA.org 

ENGRAVING 
CLASS

John Schippers

April 29 - May 3, 2019
Class to be held at the NMLRA Education 

Building in Friendship, Indiana. 
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Membership not required for this event 

Re-Entry novelty targets at 50- and 100-yards for cash payouts. 
These targets are optional, not part of your total score.

May 4, 2019

A Must Own Book For 
All NMLRA Members!

$69.95
Order Online at: 

www.NMLRA.org
Order By Phone: 

812.667.5131 ext. 231
For international orders, 
please contact the office.

Plus S&H
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(As narrated by herself and duly recorded by John Curry)
Proceeding now through a beautiful, endless forest.  Making good 
time.  Traveling ever north and west; Betsey tenaciously clung to 
the old Louisville road with intentions of crossing over into Indian 
country at the legendary, “Falls of the Ohio”.  Her short visit 
to the far-western settlement of Harrodstown had proved both 
pleasant as well as extremely helpful and informative.  For the 
very first time since abandoning her farm in Pennsylvania, she had 
been able to gather rock solid facts in regard to the sudden, furtive 
departure of her older sister, Fiona – a grossly mistreated, runaway, 
indentured servant lass.  Thanks to the kind folks living in and 
around Fort Harrod and the Big Spring; Betsy felt as though she 
now understood her poor frightened sister’s line of reasoning, 
travel patterns, objectives, basic whereabouts, etc., better than ever 
before.

Determined to locate 
and reunite with her, 
Betsy now bravely yet 
a tad fearfully, passed 
amidst the twisted, 
steep-sided becks 
and deep, rolling, 
heavily wooded glens 
so common to north 
central Kentucky; 
toward that rough 
little frontier village 
pinioned along 
the south shore of 
the Ohio, swiftly 
becoming at this 
point, better known 
as “Louisville”.  
Immediately prior 
to her arrival within 
the town itself, Betsy 

was happy and somewhat relieved to make her way across a 
10/15 mile stretch of country dotted with sturdy, settlers’ cabins 
and smallish stations; referred to by everyone in that quarter 
as “the beargrass”.  Here she was profusely welcomed and well 
treated by all.  Nevertheless, any specific questions regarding her 
missing sister were met with confused, empty looks and sincere 
apologies.  She was however, able to gain a great deal of valuable, 
much needed intelligence regarding the lay of the upcoming 
town, its rugged stockade, the falls, Corn Island, as well as the 
enormous buffalo road sprawling off and away for many, many 
miles into the northwest.  More on the Britishers’ Fort Sackville 
and that strange place the French call Vincennes was also learned.  
According to word received back at Fort Harrod, this was most 

definitely Fiona’s 
ultimate destination.  
Now, drifting through 
the beargrass toward 
Louisville; collecting 
new information with 
her every step, Betsy 
felt she was up to the 
task.

Inquisitively rambling 
into the afore 
mentioned, rough-
shod, backwoods 
hamlet, Betsy 
meandered here 
and there; earnestly 
studying all the 
novel and agreeably 
curious sights, noises, 
smells, etc.; asking 

questions of anyone 
willing to listen.  

Remarkable Quest

MistressMistressMistress

Betsy Stewart’sBetsy Stewart’sBetsy Stewart’s

Remarkable QuestRemarkable Quest
Remarkable Quest

MistressMistressMistress

Betsy Stewart’sBetsy Stewart’sBetsy Stewart’s

Remarkable QuestRemarkable Quest
Remarkable Quest

MistressMistressMistress

Betsy Stewart’sBetsy Stewart’sBetsy Stewart’s

Remarkable QuestRemarkable Quest

Betsy Stewart cautiously passes through a deep, uninterrupted, far-western wilderness 
as she follows the vague and at times elusive, old Louisville road.
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Compared to the lonely, relatively uninhabited country between 
there and Harrodstown, Louisville was an absolute beehive of 
activity.  Taking all this into account, her greatest hope was that 
somebody… anybody here at that veritable gateway into the 
northwest, perhaps may have at some time, seen Fiona and be 
able to relate an accurate, reliable commentary of it.  By and 
by; noticing a group of amiably lighthearted, talkative women 
working under the shade of a picket wall, preparing what 
appeared to be a hearty meal for a large group of people, Betsy 
ventured on over in their direction.  “Good mornin’ to ye”, she 
merrily chirped, “I was wonderin’ if ye mightn’t be able to do 
me a tremendous favor.  Figures out quite likely me older sister 
may well have passed through this way the better part o’ a year 
ago.  I’m lookin’ for her and I was hopin’ maybe you could 
possibly remember her.”  Pausing at their labor, straightening up 
for a moment and casting thoughtful smiles in her direction, the 
nearest gal inquired; “Well then, tell me dearie, what’s her name?  
What’s she look like?  We’ve all of us been here at the falls for that 
long an’ more.  We’d be only too glad to help ye, if ’n our memory 
serves.”

A broad grin now on her face, Betsy countered; “Thankee kindly 
ladies.  Her name is Fiona.  Actually, she looks a whole lot like 
me!  She’s friendly to a fault, thoughtful and warmhearted, rather 
quiet – most likely she would have been traveling alone.  I doubt 
she would have had much in the way of baggage.  Down on her 
luck ye know.  Probably looking a bit shabby…  Anything you 
can recall would be most appreciated.”  Peering back and forth at 
one another for a moment, their frowns and wrinkled eyebrows 
shortly changed to expressions of cheerful revelation.  “Why, of 
course!” the smiling women all concurred.  “That little Irish lass 
who passed through here… mayhap a year ‘n three/four months 
ago.  July or August of ’77 it were.  Unco friendly as you say, 
but fairly quiet and kept mostly to herself.  Loved animals she 
did.  Got her a job working at McClary’s livery for a spell, hayin’ 
and grainin’ the horses… muckin’ out stalls and such.  Made 
herself a bit of money and then she was gone.”  Betsy’s eyes now 

flashing wide as a pair of silver reales, she blurted; 
“Oh my goodness gracious, that does indeed 
sound like my sister.  Would you by chance 
happen to have any idea where she left out 
to?”  Amid expressions of clouded confusion… 
slow, negative, head gestures coupled with 
reminiscences faded by the passage of time; 
the women confessed they didn’t know:  “No, 
sorry my dove; seems as though one day she was 
here – and the next, she was gone.  You might 
inquire at McClary’s though.  You’ll find their 
stable only a short walk on down the lane and 
to your left.”  Thrilled with her newly acquired 
facts and details, Betsy thanked them, hugged 
them all repeatedly then scooted away in search 
of McClary’s livery.

Quickly locating the busy, generously 
proportioned establishment, Betsy made her way 
inside; dodging horses, wooden crates, boxes, 
barrels, saddles, tack, stable hands, mounds 

of hay and piles of horse manure as she went.  
Spying an older, well-dressed, husky gentleman 
standing behind a sturdy plantation desk with 
quill pen in hand and sorting papers, the slightly 

apprehensive lass politely inquired; “Excuse me sir, might you 
be Mr. James McClary?”  Glancing up from his paperwork, the 
man answered; “Aye missy, that t’would be me.  May I be of help 
to ye?”  A much encouraged look on her face, Betsy continued; 
“Yes please, I was told you had a girl working here last year and 
was wondering what you might be able to tell me about her.”  
McClary’s expression instantly becoming hardened and stony; his 
tone of voice now ill-disposed and vaguely hostile; “Exceeding 
sorry madam, I haven’t a clue what yer talkin’ about.”  The man’s 
sudden, uncooperative change of attitude dropped Betsy’s heart 
to the ground.  “Oh Mr. McClary, please sir, you must help me.  
You must”, Betsy pitifully cried in a state of near panic. ”And 
why must I tell ye a blessed thing?  How do I know ye don’t mean 
ta do her harm?  How do I know you’re not some sort o’ paid 
informant, sent here to turn the poor colleen in for a reward?” 
McClary growled.  “Because I’m her sister!” Betsy squalled.  “I’m her 
sister, come to find her and help her!”  The liveryman’s tone now 
softening; “Hush girl, hush.  Do ye want the whole o’ Louisville in 
on our conversation?  Now ye say yer her sister – then what be her 
name?  What’s she look like?”

Calming down a tad with a more submissive smile crossing her 
face; “Why she looks like me ya ninny; who d’ya think she’d 
look like?  She might be an inch/inch and a half taller.  Reddish, 
auburn colored, curly hair, bright blue eyes.  Her given name is 
Fiona.  Fiona!  Sometimes we called her “Patch” because as we 
got older, she began to wear our mother’s old, hand-me-downs.  
You… you’re an Irishman, I can tell it right off.  Sure’n you could 
tell she was Irish as well.  Listen to me!  Do I not sound just like 
her?  Do I not look just like her?  I tell you man, I’m her sister!  
Mr. McClary:  Fiona is the only family I have here in the new 
world.  I’ve come all the way from Pennsylvania – sold all my 
earthly belongings.  I will find my sister and come to her aid in 
whatever way I can – either with your help sir or without it.  She 
needs me…  If you be her friend as well - truly her friend, you 
should understand why.”

“…noticing a group of amiably lighthearted, talkative women working under the 
shade of a picket wall, preparing what appeared to be a hearty meal for a large 
group of people, Betsy ventured on over in their direction.”
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Tears welling up in the brawny, powerfully built, man’s eyes, he 
drew nearer to Betsy and spoke; “Aye lassie, aye.  ‘Tis only too 
well I do understand.  You see, I was at one time, a runaway, 
indentured slave meself with a cruel and heartless master, not 
unlike yer sister.  Just outside o’ Baltimore.  Run or die it were, 
run or die…  Oh, Fiona and I talked alright.  We talked a lot.  Yer 
sister is indeed me friend.  I was proud to give her work and a 
little corner to sleep, up in the back of me hayloft.  She was always 
terrified that she might be caught though and returned to her 
master, so off she scurried for Vincennes like a frightened rabbit.  
That was over a year ago; with intentions o’ pursuing the great 
buffalo trace firmly fixed in her mind.  A powerful dangerous 
undertaking; especially for a wee lass but she was determined to 
do it - and that’s the last I saw o’ her.  Howsomeever, if you’re 
planning to go there, it’s a bit safer now.  Clark and his army took 
Vincennes this summer.  We have scouts, militiamen and supplies 
regularly makin’ the trip.  I’m sure if you wished, you could travel 
along with ‘em.”  Grasping his large, burly hand in her’s; “Oh 
thank you Mr.McClary, thank you sir, ever so much.  I’ll attend to 
it right now and see what I can arrange - and thank you for being 
my sister’s friend.”  A shared wave to one another as Betsy cleared 
the wide, livery door; “God go with ye girl,” the big man half 
whispered to himself.

Shortly our courageous gal found herself down along the Ohio’s 
expansive south shore; bound for Corn Island.  Experiencing no 
luck at all in finding anyone to share that long, lonely trail with, 
Betsy (equipment and supplies in tow) undaunted, resolved to 
follow the massive, ancient buffalo trace alone.  Graciously ferried 
over from the island to the north shore and now incredulously 
progressing into the west, she thought; “Faith, this is the biggest, 
broadest trail I’ve ever seen!  No problems here.  My, my…  I 
doubt the grandest boulevards in Philadelphia are any larger.”  
That evening found her twelve leagues northwest of Louisville; 
comfortably encamped fifty yards off the trace in a shallow vale 
next to a fine, hard-running spring.  Weather now becoming 
decidedly colder, she built a small fire, fairly well hidden and 
judiciously directed toward herself by a low wall of thin, flat-
faced, reflector rocks.  Possessing a healthy supply of dried 
wood, Betsy curled up close in to her diminutive blaze and 
drifted off to sleep.

Awakened from an exceptionally sound rest shortly after 
dawn, Betsy was greeted with the visage of two unknown 
men quietly standing maybe twenty/thirty feet away 
from her.  Emitting a shrill scream she instantly produced 
her trusty fowler, yanking the hammer back to full-cock 
and aiming its cavernous muzzle directly toward them.  
Crouching down with their hands protecting their faces, the 
two yowled; “Don’t shoot Betsy girl, don’t shoot lass.  Our 
good, mutual friend James McClary asked us to find and 
assist ye on yer way to Vincennes.”  Lowering her firelock 
but retaining the fierce scowl on her face Betsy queried; 
“Who are you… and how do I know yer telling me the 
truth?  Speak up!”  Slowly propping his rifle against a tree 
with his hands still in the air, the nearest woodsman to 
her said; “My name is Matthew Douthitt; this giant hulk 
of a bear standing beside me is none other than the much 
celebrated frontiersman Simon Kenton.  We’re scouts for 
Clark’s army; attached to Captain Leonard Helm – now in 
command of Fort Sackville and the town of Vincennes.  We 

were just leaving Louisville with intelligence for Capt. Helm when 
Jim caught us, gave us your name, told us where you were headed 
then charged us to seek you out and escort you safely there.  Truly 
Miss, we mean you no harm.  We’re only here to help.”  Betsy’s 
fierce countenance now diminishing, she affably replied; “Well 
then lads, come on in and warm yerselves up by the fire.  Any 
friend of James McClary is a friend o’ mine.”

Time on the trail passed pleasantly enough; the untamed, 
luxuriant deepwoods appeared to Betsy not unlike some immense, 
ruined, Grecian or Roman temple of old.  Two days later and a 
grand Thanksgiving feast was prepared by our heroine as her party 
cleared the western bank of Blue River.  Savoring the choicest 
cuts of buffalo in addition to four turkey breasts (harvested 
earlier that morning by Matt and Simon), along with turnips, 
hominy, dried peas, black walnuts, boiling hot coffee and tasty, 
loaf bread baked from real flour; the unlikely trio ate like royalty, 
giving thanks to God for their bounty.  Coming up to the mucky, 
boggy, problematic southeast shore of the great Wapahane River 
some time thereafter, Betsy and her escorts were temporarily 
held up and compelled to encamp high along the side of a bluff 
for a couple of days.  Watching in astonishment, they observed 
a massive, woolly herd of buffalo coming from the opposite 
direction and crossing the river in what gave the impression of an 
endless, dark brown swath, painted across the landscape.  During 
this time, the first appreciable snow of the year made its fluffy 
appearance, turning the forest a brilliant, sparkling white – and 
still the buffalo came.  Truth be known, the three didn’t mind 
all that much though, being as they had constructed themselves 
a fine, half-faced camp up on the hill and away from the herd 
with a nice, warm, trench fire and plenty to eat.  Nonetheless, 
Simon and Matt kept a vigilant watch; scouting the area morning, 
noon and night for any sign of hostile intrusion.  Eventually, the 
giant, 1500 pound beasts passed on by, relinquishing the trace 
whereupon Mistress Betsy and her guides resumed their westward 
journey.

“Time on the trail passed pleasantly enough; the untamed, luxuriant 
deepwoods appeared to Betsy not unlike some immense, ruined, Grecian or 
Roman temple of old.”
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At length, in the midst of a dark, snowy, mid-December 
afternoon - approaching the basically French village of Vincennes 
from its northeastern side; our weary travelers were favorably 
recognized and rather swiftly intercepted by various, small 
groups of somewhat nervous, covertly pro-American townsfolk!?!  
Whisked away to the home of M. Jean Luc De Pothier, a trusted 
acquaintance who lived on the eastern end of Bussron St.; the 
three learned that Fort Sackville and Captain Helm along with his 
then, four man army were all very unfortunately about to be taken 
by none other than Lieutenant Colonel Henry Hamilton himself 
– commander of all British forces in the west.  Advanced bands of 
British allied Indians were already roaming through the streets – 
looting and causing mischief.  Colonel Hamilton (at the head of a 
sizeable army) triumphantly closing in on the rickety old fort even 
as they spoke; American control of the entire Vincennes area was 
about to come to a screeching halt.

Sensing the urgency of the moment, Kenton announced; “Betsy 
gal, you best stay here - for a while at least.  You’ll be safe with Jean 
Luc and his family…  They might could be able to help ye find 
your sister.  Matt and meself will be way too easy to recognize here 
in Vincennes so we’ll just skedaddle.  Most likely, on out to the 
French commons...  Make our camp just a tad below the fort with 
the horses and cattle; down along the river yonder past the south 
edge of town.”  Jean Luc protested; “No, no mes amis, eet ease 
too cold and snowy out zare.  You both muz stay ear wees me an 
ma famalee.”  A smile crossing Matt’s face, he countered; “Many 
thanks Monsieur De Pothier but we probably shouldn’t do that.  
This pint-sized settlement is gonna be crawlin’ with Redcoats and 
downright unfriendly Indians very soon.  Associating with us 
could get y’all in a whole passel of trouble…  Simon and I’d better 
go.”  Throwing herself at Simon and Matt:  Hugging them both 

with all her might.  Grabbing their heads, pulling them down and 
kissing their cheeks, Betsy cried; “Oh I suppose - if you must.  But 
pleeeze be careful!  I’m so afraid for you – and it’s so terribly cold 
and wet.  Promise you’ll be careful.”

Still holding Betsy in his massive arms, Kenton laughed; “Don’t 
worry about us lass.  This is what we do for a living!  It will 
indeed be cold and wet over there on the French commons. Too 
cold and wet for any normal, sensible person to actually encamp 
there – and that’s just exactly what we want Hamilton and his 
people to think.  We’ll smudge our faces, cover up with blankets, 
disguise ourselves as Indians and walk the streets of Vincennes 
for the next few days.  Clark needs to know every single thing, 
every last detail about what’s happened here and we’re in a perfect 
position to find out.”  The pair slinking unobtrusively out the 
door, Matt faintly murmured back toward those remaining 
inside; “Right now we’re going to get us as tight up to that fort as 
we can – grab ourselves a good look-see at the place, you know.  
Then we’ll slip on over to the French commons as Simon told 
gee.  Probly dump off our trail gear sommer’s down along the 
riverbank in the cottonwoods…  Hyar’s luck to ye Betsy,” he 
deliberately but softly mouthed, disappearing with Kenton into 
the narrow cobblestoned streets of the village.  Waving back along 
with the others from his half-opened doorway, Jean Luc likewise 
whispered; “Bonne chance Simon!  Bonne chance Matthew!  
Pendre soin de toi!”

During the next few days and weeks Betsy (with the kindly 
assistance of the De Pothier family) deduced her much beloved 
sister was lamentably enough, not at Vincennes.  No clues as 
to where she went, when she left or how long she’d been gone.  
Notwithstanding, Betsy’s luck was about to improve.  Being 

^ Fort Sackville on the Wabash:   
Momentarily to be seized by British forces 
under the command of Colonel Henry 
Hamilton and (at this point), still defiantly 
flying several American flags.
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presented to a congenial widow (Madame Marie Vibbare) who 
ran a ladies’ shop near the fort on Market Street; a great deal more 
was shortly learned.  Come to find out; in exchange for her meals 
and a small cot in the loft above, Fiona had most happily agreed 
to help the elderly matron with a miscellany of her day-to-day 
labors, as well as significant and valuable business transactions.  In 
this regard, both were quite successful:  Fiona was thrilled, had 
a place to live and even made a little money.  Marie was equally 
thrilled; doing more business/making more money than ever 
before and life amidst this British held community was delightful 
with the two developing a warm, mother/daughter relationship.  
At the coming of the Americans late last summer, along with 
their pro-American informants however; the aged French woman 
said Fiona grew progressively more frightened and apprehensive.  
“Weethene zee week la jeune fille she became so, ‘ow you say, 
“terrified”… so “fearful”.  She gather opp ‘er belongings an’ all ‘er 
savings – keese me on zee cheek.  Say to me, au revoir and run 
away.  I don know where...  Eef you wish Mademoiselle Betsy, you 
may come work for me also.  I gladly geeve same deal to you, ma 
chere.”

Despite accepting Madame Vibbare’s cordial offer, the new year of 
1779 frustratingly proved to be a well-meaning but monotonous 
succession of mistaken identities, stone walls and blind alleys.  
Further hints as to Fiona’s whereabouts seemed to wither away, 
spiraling downward along with the frigid temperatures.  Racking 
her brain as to what course she might take at this exasperating 
juncture, she’d heard all the British as well as American sentries 
had been required to keep “a record 
of sorts”, concerning those people 
both coming into and leaving 
Vincennes.  Hmmmmm…  Having 
at this point exhausted all her leads, 
Betsy fell upon the idea of asking 
Colonel Hamilton’s permission to 
speak with the officer in command 
of fort Sackville and the whole town 
at the time of Fiona’s departure - the 
jailed American Captain, Leonard 
Helm.  Now the majority of her 
new-found friends beseeched her 
not to do this.  Such an act they 
felt, would confirm her to be an 
American herself!  Thereby focusing 
the scrutiny, distrust and ill feelings 
of the entire English army plus all 
their consorts and allies squarely 
upon her.

Nevertheless, believing her sister’s 
well-being was at stake; our 
desperate, Irish colleen at length 
strode through the massive, fort 
gates and right up to the colonel’s 
own personal headquarters.  Briefly 
explaining her dilemma to the 
guards forebodingly barring the 
door (and how Fiona had actually 
come to the British government 
for protection to begin with), the 
foremost sentinel instructed Betsy to 

wait there while he spoke to the colonel…  Upon being allowed 
to enter, she was mildly amazed to find Colonel Hamilton 
and his American prisoner - Captain Helm, seated together 
at a petite, gate-legged table; nonchalantly playing a game of 
cards as they politely sipped cheap French wine from expensive, 
leaded-glass goblets.  Seemingly the utmost of friends!   Well, 
well…  Perplexed but overjoyed at her good fortune, she felt 
this bestowed upon her a perfect opportunity to consult directly 
with both men.  Hamilton and Helm simultaneously rising at 
the lady’s entrance, the amiable colonel introduced himself and 
his associate; inquiring at the same time as to her business with 
them.  Explaining her unique and distressful plight as best she 
could, both commanders were visibly saddened.   The two officers 
waxing dolefully apologetic at being necessitated to confess they 
were most regrettably in no way able to help or shed any light 
on her sister’s melancholy situation.  Contrary to what she had 
been told, no written records were ever kept of such comings and 
goings.  Of a certainty, commonly known, suspicious men were 
occasionally detained and questioned, by both sides… as they still 
are by the British now in control.   But no women detainees and 
most assuredly - no notes, memos or documentation of any kind.

Stumbling back toward Madame Vibbare’s humble, little 
abode on Market Street; a cold, freezing, late-February rain 
commenced to fall, encasing the landscape and everything upon 
it in a thick, glossy coat of ice.  Betsy’s despondent, gloomy 
mood fairly matched the dismal weather as she abruptly stopped 
in her tracks - the frigid rain drenching her body from head to 

toe.  Sobbing aloud with her face 
buried in her mittened hands, 
Betsy uncontrollably burst into 
tears.  She’d tried everything.  
Exhausted every possible lead.  
Asked, interviewed, enquired, nosed 
around – for weeks!  Done every 
single thing she could come up with; 
garnering in exchange, absolutely no 
idea as to her sister’s whereabouts…  
Salvaging her composure to a degree.  
Gradually resuming her icy trudge 
along the now darkening boulevard; 
feeling beaten down and defeated, 
she thought maybe a hot cup of tea 
followed by a short trip up to her 
tiny loft and a warm place to lay her 
head might be the best for now.

V
As is so often the case with the lower 
Ohio Valley’s unpredictable weather 
patterns, the ensuing dawn arose 
warm and sunny, appearing more 
like spring than winter.  Climbing 
down from her loft to greet the 
morning, have a bite of breakfast 
and begin her duties; Betsy was 
in a slightly better frame of mind.  
Early that afternoon, chatting with 
Madame Vibbare and a few other 
locals, she was told a decent number 

Sentries stand guard in front of Col. Hamilton’s 
headquarters.
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of those British regulars now occupying the fort, were initially 
here with Governor Abbot at the time of Fiona’s arrival… as well 
as during that period in which she so mysteriously vanished!  
All surmised they might possibly know something but strongly 
advised she not go to them as they would now deem her an 
American and therefore an enemy.  Even 
so, her optimism soaring with a new-found 
hope; Betsy politely excused herself from 
the circle, grabbed up her shawl and raced 
out the door into the narrow street; swiftly 
making her way to the southern side of the 
fort and the British, bivouac area.

Within an hour, the sun could not 
possibly have shown any brighter 
than Betsy’s spirits.  Doing her best 
to converse with a pensive knot of 
distinctly inhospitable, tight-lipped, 
English enlisted men who had previously 
been chums of Fiona’s, they somewhat 
condescendingly mentioned that roughly 
three days after the Americans’ arrival, 
she’d managed to slip away with a small 
party of Loyalist French and pro-British 
Indians.  Hah!  Two rather sullen Redcoats 
aloofly inferred they weren’t particularly 
sure of her destination as she left very 
quickly and in the middle of the night, 
although they’d both overheard several in 
the group talking about Detroit.  Fully 

understanding our gal Betsy to be an American, she wasn’t sure 
if they’d spoken truthfully or if they were in fact, attempting 
to shield her sister from some manner of potential Yankee 
entrapment.  Frighteningly noticeable; all this information came 
without a single smile or one friendly word.  Indeed Betsy was 

beginning to think her associates’ 
prior admonitions were becoming 
eerily correct as it seemed as though 
every English soldier in that camp 
was boring holes straight through 
her with their eyes; causing her 
to feel quite ill at ease…  Little 
did they know, their own time of 
disconcerting alarm was even now 
barreling toward them from out 
of the west - with grim intentions 
of setting everyone currently 
inhabiting Fort Sackville, most 
especially “ill at ease”.

-  To Be Continued  -
***  FYI…  The first installment 
of this relatively elaborate persona 
is located in the September 2017 
issue of Muzzle Blasts magazine.   
If you don’t still have it, contact the 
N.M.L.R.A.’s main office (812-
667-5131) for current availability, 
price and shipping costs.  

$35 REGISTRATION FEE
Includes dinner Saturday evening
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charter club shoot dates
ALASKA
Alaska State Muzzleloading Association
Keith Bayha, 29792 W. Glenn Hwy. Sutton, 
AK 99674, 907-746-6662, nohorn@gci.net, 
akmuzzleloaders.org 
McKinley Mountainmen ML Rifle Club
Rifle Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly, Pistol 
Shoots 2nd Tuesday monthly, Keith Mathis, 
PO Box 298534, Wasilla, AK 99629, 907-232-
6052, keith.mathis@hotmail.com 

ARIZONA
Arizona Cactus Cappers
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly
David Cuddeby, 4202 W. Nicolet, Phoenix, AZ 
85051, 623-937-5916, dcuddeby@msn.com, 
cactuscapper.com 
Arizona Muzzle Loading Association
Shoots 2nd and 4th Sundays monthly, Tom 
Hoverson 3210 N. Comanche Dr. Chandler, AZ 
85224, Tom 1757@aol.com
Bouse Hills Muzzle Loaders 
Shoots 1st and 3rd Saturdays monthly Oct. through 
April, Annual Rendezvous Feb 15-18, 2018, Libby 
Sparks, 2005 N. 200th Ave., Buckeye, AZ.85396, 
623-853-9194, libbyandphil@msn.com 
Montezuma Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly, John Canatsey, 
26 Longview Loop, Elgin, AZ 85611; 520-455-
4741, lanacan@powerc.net  
Muzzle Stuffers
Shoots 2nd and 4th  Sunday monthly is Rifle 
and 4th Sunday is Pistol and Black Powder 
Cartridge, Mary Schaffer, 11433 E. Caballero 
St., Mesa, AZ 85207, 602-617-8170 
Original Williams Buckskinners
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Albert “Ace” 
Emanuel, PO Box 1102, Ash Fork, AZ 86320, 
928-310-7833, lazyaceaz@aol.com 
Powder Horn Clan
Various shoots – call for info.,Mike Roby, 9500 
E Catalina Dr. Prescott Valley, AZ 86314, 928-
775-4870, michael.roby@hotmail.com 
The Old Pueblo Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Chris Carr, cjcarr46@
comcast.net, 520-395-0836.
Yuma Territorial Long Rifles
Shoot 1st and 3rd Saturday monthly Septem-
ber through May, James Ingram, 3435 E Som-
bra Lane, Yuma, AZ 85365, 928-580-9888 

ARKANSAS
Arkansas Muzzle Loading Association
Shoots April 8, May 6, June 10, July 8, Aug. 12, 
Sept. 9, Oct. 14, Nov. 4, Dec. 2 AMLA Range 
Hattieville, AR, 2018 Arkansas State Shoot – 
Luther Owens Muzzle Loading Range and Park 
Berryville, AR May 17-20, Angie Reynolds, 
479-747-3096, arey117@gmail.com
Foot Hills Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Ron Covey, 
126 Ramsgate Road, Lakeview, AR 72642, 
870-431-8021 
Luther’s Long Hunters
Shoots September 27-30, 2018, Zoe Caywood, 
11989 Sellers Pl Rd. Hindsville, AR 72738, 
479-236-4086, zcaywood@gmail.com, www.
caywoodguns.com

CALIFORNIA
Apple Valley Gun Club
Shoots 4th Friday monthly, Matthew 
Marcellus, Victorville, CA, 760-954-3346, 
mattdabull2000@yahoo.com
Bakersfield Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Evelyn Berry, 
37111 Torres Ave., Barstow, CA 92311, 760-
256-2778; jeb2rvers@aol.com
Big Horn Mountainmen
Shoots first Sunday monthly
Gregg Kimball, 1917 N. O’Malley Way, Upland, 
CA 91784, 909-985-8698, secretary@
bighornmountainmen.com 

California St. Muzzleloading 
Rifle Association
Michael Bush, 3216 Smithlee Dr., Sacramento, 
CA 95827, 916-362-1469, meanmike8665@
aol.com 
Escondido Fish & Game Assoc.
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly, Geoff Orchin, PO 
Box 460506, Escondido, CA 92026, 760-741-
3721; gorchin@escondidofishandgame.com-
Laguna Mountain Shooting Club
Second weekend of each month, Boulder Creek 
Primitive Camp 13463 Boulder Creek Road 
Descanso, CA 91916, Overnight camping Friday 
and Saturday, portable water available on site 
RV ok. Rick Emms, 858-748-3209, 13443 
Acton Ave. Poway, CA 92064
Mountain Ranch Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st & 3rd Sundays monthly, 
Rendezvous – 4th Weekend in April, 2nd 
Weekend in October , Eileen DeMaggio, 29 W 
Dunmar, Stockton, CA 95207, vedemaggio@
ahoo.com, 209-474-0193 
Sac Valley Muzzleloaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, California State 
Championships and NMLRA Territorials held 
May 9-12, 2018 Awards on May 13th, Michael 
Bush, 3216 Smithlee Dr., Sacramento, CA 
95827, 916-362-1469, meanmike8665@
aol.com, 
Santa Cruz Muzzleloaders
Pistol Shoots 1st Saturday monthly; Rifle 
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly, Sherry Pennell, 
P.O. Box 226, Aromas, CA, 95004, 831-726-
3803, scmlldy@gmail.com, santacruzmuz-
zleloaders.org 
Smokey Valley Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly, Tim Dacumos, 
1623 Washington Ave., Pomona, CA 91767, 
909-620-8838 
Solano Muzzle Loaders Association
Shoots 1st Sunday and 3rd Saturday monthly
Kathy Mitchell, 820 Pochard Way, Suisun City, 
CA 94585 
Sonoma Valley Muzzle Loaders 
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly; Trek last full 
weekend in October, Alan Keith, 8642 Trenton 
Rd., Forestville, CA 95436, 650-391-5546, 
alan_keith@comcast.net,  sonomavalleymuz-
zleloaders.org
South Bay Rod & Gun Club
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly is Rifle, Dave 
Boyle, 1020 Marron Valley Rd, Dulzura, CA 
91017, 619-477-7187, jfrazierdboyle@
earthlink.net
Smokey Valley Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly, Tim Dacumos, 
1623 Washington Ave., Pomona, CA 91767-
3361, 909-620-8838 
Western States Muzzle Loaders Assoc.
July 19-23, 2018 Western States Black Powder 
Shoot and Oregon NMLRA Territorials, Ken 
Laverty, 5440 Agostino Ct. Concord, CA  94521, 
925-672-7088, klaverty@astound.org, www.
wsmla.org
West Victor Valley Shooting Club
Shoots 2nd Saturday each month, Linda Lee 
Chevalier, 21229 Balsa Street, Apple Valley, CA 
92308, 760-247-3951, jlloveo2@verizon.net
Yolo Frontloaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday of month, Rick Bello 6699 
Midway Rd. Dixon, California 95620, 707-693-
6914, r.bello@sbcglobal.net

COLORADO
Buckhorn Skinners
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly except February 
and June, Rick Wicks, 7366 N County Rd. 
27, Loveland, CO 80538, 970-667-3979, 
manyhides@lpbroadband.net, www.buck-
hornskinners.org 
Colorado State Muzzle Loading 
Association
State Shoot Aug. 31-Sept. 3, Shotgun Match 
July 11-15, Pistol Matches May 5, Joy Hicks, 

4820 Montebello Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 
80918, 719-598-5715, info@csmla.net, www.
csmla.net
Colorado Springs Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st and 3rd Sundays monthly
Joy Hicks, 4820 Montebello Dr., Colorado 
Springs, CO 80918, 719-598-5715 
Fort Lupton Muzzle Loading Club
Fun Shoot 3rd Saturday monthly; Paper Shoot 
2nd Sunday monthly, Pistol shoot last Saturday 
monthly. Al Seely 970-580-4727

CONNECTICUT
Putnam Fish and Game
Shoot dates to be determined. John Haefele 
110 Stone Bridge Rd. Woodstock, CT 06281, 
ct42ndman@gmail.com, putnamfishand-
game.org

DELAWARE
Brandywine Muzzleloading 
Long Rifles Club
Second Saturday of each month, David Van 
Hook, 366 Wallace Dr., Newark, DE 19711, 
302-731-7727, masterdvanhoo@comcast.
net, brandy winelongrifles.weebly.com
Nanticoke Sportmens Club
Shoots 1st and 3rd Saturday monthly
Thomas Brennan, 22336 Bridgeville Highway, 
Seaford, DE 19973, 302-628-9382, tbren-
nan29@comcast.net

FLORIDA
Calusa Country Long Rifles
Shoot 2nd and 4th Saturdays each month,
Donald Richards, 337 Lamplighter Dr., 
Melbourne, FL 32934, 321-794-7267, 
drichards2@cfl.rr.com – 12/17
Central Florida Muzzleloaders
Shoots the 3rd Sunday each month except 
December and January, starts at 8:00am, 
Ben Bateman, 407-451-9411, 2bateman@
bellsouth.net
Escambia River Gun Club
First Sunday each month at 9am, David 
Halupowski, 850-678-4052, 303mk4@gmail.
com, escambiarivergunclub.org, 4020 Rocky 
Branch Rd, Cantonment, FL 32533 - 12/17
Eustis Gun Club
Shoots monthly 1st Sunday except July, Terry L. 
McCauslin, 10100 Morningside Dr., Leesburg, 
FL 34788, 352-308-9876 – 12/17
Florida Frontiersmen, Inc.
Shoots 1st Sat. monthly, Shannon Degamon 
PO Box 653 Homeland, FL 33847, 813-
478-0921, secretary.floridafrontiersmen@
gmail.com
Florida Muzzleloaders Association
Florida State Shoot April 21-22, 2018, Check 
the FMA website for monthly shoots across 
Florida, Bob Samson 407-492-0417, bob@
lostpine.com, floridamuzzlesloadersasso-
ciation.org.
Fort White Gun Club, Inc.
Shoots 1st Saturday monthly, Kenneth W. 
Long, 1880 S State Route 47, High Springs, FL 
32655, 352-318-0386, cherokeefirehawk@
yahoo.com-12/16
Jefferson Longrifles, Inc.
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Duane Ashe, P.O. 
Box 21348, Tallahassee, FL 32316, 850-570-
1464, duaneashe@windstream.net, www.
jeffersonlongrifles.com-12/17 
Mosquito Lagoon Muzzleloaders 
4-H Club
Shoots 2nd and 4th Wednesdays monthly; call 
for info on Saturday shoots, Gus A Koerner, 
1665 Saratoga Dr., Titusville, FL 32796, 321-
591-6831-12/2016
Palmetto Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Ralph West, 
19500 SW 214 St., Miami, FL 33187, 305-
233-5512-12/17

Tallahassee Rifle and Pistol Club
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Philip J. Quaglino, 
689 Millwood Dr., Havana, FL 32333, 850-
539-0995, phillipe0010@gmail.com – 12/17
Treasure Coast Muzzleloaders
1st and 3rd Saturday after 1st Wednesday of 
each month, Bill Marinko, 338 NW Dearman 
St, Port Saint Lucie, FL 34983, 772-878-8588, 
wrmarinko@comcast.net
Treaty Oak Long Rifles
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly, John Bruegge-
mann, 5531 James C Johnson Rd., Jacksonville, 
FL 32218,  – 12/16

GEORGIA
Blue Ridge Mountain Men
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly, Dan Pressley, 52 
Vanmar Dr., Toccoa, GA 30577, 706-827-9946, 
dpressley@windstream.net, blueridgemoun-
tainmen.org – 12/16
Brushy Creek Muzzleloaders
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly, Rob Dods, 703 
Gornto Rd Valdosta, GA 31602, 229-300-
7032-12/17
Griffin Long Rifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly January through 
September, Billy Townsend, 3400 Fawn 
Trail, Marietta, GA 30060, 770-977-0766, 
townsm@bellsouth.net, www.thegriffingun-
club.org – 12/17
Muscogee Long Rifles
Shoots 2nd weekend monthly, H. B. Aderhold, 
1875 Holland Rd., Cataula, GA 31804, 
706-323-2100, hb.aderhold@yahoo.com, 
muscogeelongrifles.com-12/16 

IDAHO
EE DA How Long Rifles, Inc.
Shoots 4th Sat. monthly - B.P.S.Silhouette 
Matches – Ken Durham 208-869-4692
muzzleloader matches call for dates, no 
matches in August or September, December 
caries per Christmas, Arnold K. Burr, 1885 E. 
Franklin Rd., Meridian, ID 83642, 208-870-
0551 – 12/17

ILLINOIS
Bonfield Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st Sunday March-December start 
time 8am at IL State Rifle Assoc. Bonfield 
Range, State Championship Shoot October 13, 
2018, Tom Spurlock, League President, 815-
557-3942, tom.spurlock@outlook.com.
Buffalo Trace Muzzleloaders
Shoots 4th full weekend monthly except 
November and December, Tony Schmidt, 128 
East Vine St., Olney, IL 62450, 618-843-8079 
– 12/17
Chaplin Creek Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly March-Nov. except 
June which is 4th Sunday, Alan Kleinstiver, 119 
E Alden Pl., DeKalb, IL 60115, 630-664-6757, 
mrahk@comcast.net
Ft. Dearborn Frontiersmen Div. Aurora 
Sportsmen’s Club
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly April through 
October, Ken Drogemuller, 3622 Fairview Ave., 
Downers Grove, IL 60515, 630-969-6849-
12/17
Fort LaMotte Rangers
Shoots 3rd Sun. monthly except winter months
Greg Parrott, 9172 E. 700th Ave., Robinson, 
IL 62454, 618-544-4488, fortlamotte.
com – 12/16
Goshen Trail Longrifles
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly except in May 
which is 1st Sunday, Kevin Settle, 4225 Fox 
Creek Rd., Mt. Vernon, IL 62864, 618-242-
7931, k-settle@hotmail.com – 12/17
Joliet Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Fall Rendezvous 
– Last Weekend in October, Mike Priesbe, 314 
Arrowhead Div., Shorewood, IL 60404-9663, 
815-729-0568, priesbe@yahoo.com – 12/16

Leroy Rifle & Pistol Clubs
Shoots 1pm 1st Sunday each month May 
through October in 2018, Susie Hulvey, (217) 
519-0457, ladyhawke1756@yahoo.com 
Okaw Valley Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly April through 
November, Linda Miller, 662 N 1200 East 
Rd., Tower Hill, IL 62571, 217-783-2409, 
lindapm@pwr-net.coop – 12/17
Piasa Black Powder Burners
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Chris Ruckman, 
3212 Denton Lane, St. Charles, MO 63301, 
618-363-9839, redsnapper15@ hotmail.
com – 12/17
Prairieland Frontiersmen, Inc.
Shoot 2nd Sun. monthly except May, Steven 
Wood, 200 W. Harrison St., Sullivan, IL 61951, 
skwoodmay@gmail.com, www.frontiernet.
net/‘kkard1988, 217-728-7369 – 12/16
Rock Run Long Rifles, Inc.
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly except April, July, 
Sept. shoots will be 2nd Sunday, Aug. 18, Aug. 
24-26 Rock Run Rendezvous contact David 
Freise 815-814-8305 freise4use@sbcglobal.
net, Oct. 13-14, Jan 25-27, 2019.  Paul or Sandi 
Swanson, 815-624-6725
Tawaskote Longrifles
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Terry Wilson, 848 
Champaign St, Bement, IL 61813, 217-841-
4425, tlw.1775@gmail.com

INDIANA
¬Blue River Longrifles, Inc.
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly April through 
October, Stillboard Shotgun shoot 1st and 3rd 
Sunday monthly September through May, 
James Cinkoske, 148 W 300 S, Greenfield, IN 
46140, cinkoskej@aol.com, 317-462-5858, 
www.blueriverlongrifles.com – 12/17
Buck Creek Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly, Aug. 25, 
Sept. 15-16, Oct. 27, Nov. 10 Turkey Shoot, 
Nov. 24, Dec. 8 Meeting and Dinner, January 
26-27 2019 Linton Tade Fair, Stephen Fields, 
920 S. Palmer Ave., Bloomington, IN 47401, 
812-327-7599
Conner Long Rifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly, Michael Bird, 7275 
E 108th St, Fishers, IN 46038, 317-902-3710; 
mike.bird54@yahoo.com,  www.connerrifles.
freeservers.com
Fall Creek Valley Conservation Club
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly rain or shine; Fred-
erick Peterson, 13450 W. St. Rd. 32, Yorktown, 
IN 47396, 765-378-5944, fpeterson1345 @
comcast.net, fcvcc.org – 12/17
Fish Creek Longrifles
Shoots 1st Saturday monthly, Bill Wright, 9395 
Hwy 3, Commiskey, IN 47227, 812-343-1512
Ft. Tassinong Muzzleloaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Terry Ireland, 
815-791-1604, tireland1@yahoo.com, https://
www.facebook.com/tassinong/
Mahawa Sipiwi Muzzleloaders
Shoots monthly, Dee Lueckert, 2102 Yosemite 
Dr., Lebanon, IN 46052, 765-482-4227 – 12/17
Morgan County Longifles
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Dennis Morgan, 
9495 N. Moon Rd., Gosport, IN 47433, 812-
876-1750, dmorgan@stmarksbloomington.
org-12/16
Patoka Valley Long Rifles
Shoots 4th Saturday monthly; April and 
October are rendezvous, Thomas Mosley, PO 
Box 22, Oakland City, IN 47660, 812-677-
2318, patokavalleylongrifles@gmail.com, 
Facebook-Patoka Valley Long Rifles. 
Pequannah Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st Saturday monthly except on 
holidays, Max Muhlenkamp, 3904 East 700 
South, Portland, IN 47371, 260-335-2897 
pequannah.m.l.sec@gmail.com-12/17
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Pokagon Longrifles Inc.
Shoots 3rd weekend March through October, 
Ruth Ann Pierman, 320 S Maple St, Hicksville, 
OH 43526, 419-487-3456, pierman6@
frontier.com, www.pokagonlongrifles.com
Sand Dune Long Rifles of MI 
City Rifle Club
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly, David Kurth, 2954 
N. Horseshoe Bend, LaPorte, IN 46350, 219-
363-1310, Dakurth1@aol.com, – 12/17
Stone’s Trace Regulators
Thad Stern, PO Box 422, Cromwell, IN 46725, 
574-536-4998, tandlstern@hotmail.com, 
www.stonestraceregulators.com
Thunder Creek Long Rifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly, Wesley Scott 
Sparrow, 5345 Red River Court, Indianapolis, 
IN 46221, 317-821-8525; ssparrow1972@
sbcglobal.net – 12/16
Tri County Coonhunter’s M.L.
Rifle Shoots 1st Sun. monthly, Nick Doll, 311 
S. Park Ave., Batesville, IN 47006, 812-934-
5723; – 12/17
Twin Rivers Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly March to October
Dave Hood, 4009 Parkmont Dr., Logansport, 
IN 46947, 574-722-2326, woodrowwalker 
4570@yahoo.com 12/17
Valley of the Eagle Long Rifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly at 1pm except 
on Holiday weekends, shoots will be 2nd 
Sunday, Gale Garner, 9757 E. State Rd., 66, 
Rome, IN 47574, 812-836-2847, garner@
psci.net  – 12/17
Wahpanipe Muzzle Loading Club
Shoots May 12-13, June 30, July 1, July 28-29, 
Aug. 18, Oct. 6, Allen & Julie Coon, 4091 S 
800 E, Glenwood, IN 46133, 765-679-5408; 
awcoon@yahoo.com
Wetzel Trace Long Rifles
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Gary Leeper, 3994 
E. St Rd 252, Franklin, IN 46131, 317-736-
6797, wetzeltrace@yahoo.com-12/16
Wildcat Valley Muzzle Loading Club
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly March - October
Dave Hood, 4009 Parkmont Dr., Logansport, IN 
46947, 574-722-2326, woodrowwalker4570 
@yahoo.com

IOWA
Beaver Creek Plainsmen, Inc. 
Shoots last Sunday of month April – November; 
Territorial- May 26, 27, 28; 40th Anniversary 
Shoot; July 28,29,30; IA-NMLRA Territorial- May 
26,27,28., Norma Holcomb, 4216 E. Douglas 
Ave., Des Moines, IA 50317, 515-262-4712, 
norma.holcomb@q.com – 12/17
Iowa Black Powder Federation
State Hawk & Knife Sept. 4. State Shotgun 
Shoot Sept. 22-24. Norma Holcomb, 4216 
E. Douglas Ave., Des Moines, IA 50317, 515-
262-4712, norma.holcomb@q.com, www.
iowablack powderfederation.net – 12/17

KANSAS
Jedediah Smith Muzzleloading Gun Club
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly February through 
November except July and August. Merrill 
Powers, 11319 131 Rd., Spearville, KS 67876, 
620-385-2224, fcsbmerl@ucom.net

KENTUCKY
Boone’s Trace Muzzleloaders
Shoots 1st Sat. of every odd numbered month.  
Starts at 10am, lunch available Charlie Chalk 
205 Smokie Dr Jackson, KY 41339, 606-216-
8002, boonestraceml@gmail.com
Bryan Station Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly, woodswalk shoot 
5th Sunday monthly when applicable Jeanette 
Hillard, 171 Lake Village Dr., Harrodsburg, 
KY 40330, 859-748-0499, jhillard50@aol.
com – 12/17
Buck Snort Longhunters
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Mike Martin, 64 
Casey Ln Elizabethtown, KY 42701, 270-737-
3849, longhunter01@windstream.net 
Kentucky Long Rifles, Inc.
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Dennis Winburn, 
PO Box 691, Morehead, KY 40351, 606-784-
8083; dwinburn40351@ yahoo.com 
Little Mount Muzzleloaders, Inc.
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly except for 
Memorial Shoot which is held last Saturday 

in March. Ken Lutes, 1849 Flanagan Station 
Rd., Winchester, KY 40391, 859-771-4304, 
1849ken @gmail.com
Magoffin Co. Muzzleloaders
Tanner Stephens, 2187 Royalton Rd., Salyers-
ville, KY 41465, tanner1189@hotmail.com
Salt River Long Rifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly, Woodswalk and 
Blackpowder Clay Target Shoots alternate 
5th Sunday monthly. Carl L. King, P.O. Box 
114, Harrodsburg, KY 40330, 859-509-5027, 
flintlock54@zoomtown.com 
Wilderness Rangers of Kentucky
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly, Alan C. Snyder, 
5123 Magdalen Square, Louisville, KY 40241, 
502-339-8605, alansy54@bellsouth.
net – 12/17

LOUISIANA
Bayou Muzzleloaders, Inc.
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly, Michael Jouban, 
3912 Lafayette Dr., Pineville, LA 71360, 318-
640-0072, hrdir2@suddenlink.net – 12/17

MAINE
Acadia Frontiersmen
Various rendezvous – call for info., Beth 
Sundberg, P.O. Box 1256, Southwest Harbor, 
ME 04679, 207-244-9601, bethshininghair @
gmail.com, FaceBook – Acadia Frontiersmen 
of Maine
Penobscot Long Rifles
No shoot schedule at this time, Glenn A. Dickey, 
New Sweden Rd, Stetson, ME, 207-659-3456, 
prof1760@aol.com
York County Powder Burners
Shoots monthly beginning in May, Michael 
Davis, 103 Staples Rd., Limington, ME 
04049, 207-637-2603; 103staples@gmail.
com- 12-17

MARYLAND
Marriottsville Muzzleloaders
Timothy Frank, 106 Hershey Circle, Stewart-
stown, PA 17363, 717-993-2077, secretary@
mmlblackpowder.com, mmlblackpowder.
com – 12/17
Tidewater Muzzle Loaders
Dennis R. Kelley, 15927 Batson Rd., Spencer-
ville, MD 20868, 301-421-0847, kelley805@
aol.com  – 12/17

MASSACHUSETTS
Westfield Sportsman’s Club
Various Shoots – Call for info. Francis T. Mitch-
ell, 101 Montgomery St., Westfield, MA 01085, 
413-568-5012, westfieldsportsmanclub.com 

MICHIGAN
Blue Water Sportsman Assoc
Shoots – Winter League Jan. – April; Summer 
League – May – August; Last Blast Woodswalk 
December 31. Ron Provost, 123 Bell Marine 
City, MI 48039, 810-326-0285, bpron60@
comcast.net, bluewatersportsmans associ-
ation.com
Clinton River Muzzle Loaders (Detroit 
Sportsmens Congress) 
Woodswalk Shoots Second Sunday of most 
months, Memorial Shoot Aug. 11, 2019; Larry 
Mullen, 49800 Dequindre Rd, Shelby Twp, MI 
48317, 586-739-3500, dscoffice@gmail.com, 
www.d-s-c.org
Columbiaville Sportsman’s Club
John R. Wahlers, 10486 N. Irish Rd. Otisville, 
MI. 48463, 810-223-3956, www.columbia 
sportsmansclub.org  – 12/17
Grand Valley Cap n Ballers
Shoot 1st Sunday monthly. Jeffrey Terrell, 3539 
Toronto Trail, Wayland, MI. 49348, www.gvcnb.
org – 12/17
Lapeer Firelocks Muzzle Loading Club
Dallas Shuck, 10145 N. Elms Rd, Montrose, 
MI 48457, 810-422-7993, dshuck41@
hotmail.com.
Lansing Muzzle Loading Gun Club
Club meetings 2nd Sunday each month, 
Winter Woods Walk, January 4th 2018; Larry 
Paterson, 15369 Chandler, Bath MI. 48808, 
517-719-3541, lansingmuzzleloadinggunclub.
com-11/18
Manistee Clan Muzzle Loaders Club
Shoots the 1st and 3rd Sundays March- Sep-
tember, 59th Annual “Shoot Time at Manistee” 

Rendezvous June 23-24, 2018 held at Old 
Fort Rendezvous on Camp Road Manistee. For 
more info regarding “Shoot Time at Manistee” 
contact Don Miller 231-723-6768 or Jack Lee 
231-398-0687. Henry Rozmarek, 1669 Fruit 
Ridge Manistee, MI. 49660 ,231-723-7475. 
hrozmarek@gmail.com, manisteeclanmuzzle-
loadingclub.org – 12/17
Michigan State Muzzle Loading 
Association
Ron Fernwalt (Shotgun) 16808 Peach Ridge, 
Kent City MI 49330, 616-836-5760: rbfern@
triton.net. Diane McGregor (Rifle), 4344 Old 
Baker Rd, Bridgeport, MI 48722, 989-746-
0723; tigerandtwodogs@yahoo.com
New Ocea Free Trappers
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Brenda Ingalls, 
4929 S. 148th Ave., Hesperia, MI 49421, 231-
578-9688, Polaris_hotrod@hotmail.com 
Pine River Longriflemen, Inc.
Shoots 3rd Sunday of each month. 
Spencer Korson 940 N 8 Mile Rd Midland, MI 
48640, 989-600-0644, sjkorson@charter.net
River Valley Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly, Beth Chubb, 1803 
E. Warren Woods Rd., Buchanan, MI 49107, 
269-695-3336 – 12/16
Sauk Trail Long Rifles
Shoots at Tecumseh, MI 2nd Sunday each 
month, except May 4-6 Woodswalk, Nov. 2-4 
Turkey Shoot, Dennis Conner, 13627 E Michi-
gan Ave. Grass Lake, MI 49240, 517-522-8976
Tobacco River Muzzle Loaders
Cari Jefferon, 318 Glidden Rd, Beaverton, MI 
48612, 301-256-7784, cariljefferson@aol.
com, www.trmlc.weebly.com
Washtenaw Pioneers Muzzle Loaders
Robert Elka, 9346 Oak Road, Willis, MI 48191, 
r.elka2008@comcast.net, www.wsclub.
org-12/17

MINNESOTA
Gopher Rifle and Revolver Club
Call for dates. Rick Repovsch, 7628 – 115th 
Ave. N, Chamblin, MN 55316, 763-233-2105, 
rrepovsch@hotmail.com, www.GRRC.
org – 12/17

MISSISSIPPI
Hatchie Run Longrifles
Shoots 4th Sunday of the month, Diane 
Rinehart, 104 Embry Rd., Coldwater, MS 
38618, 662-233-4747; dcrinehart@yahoo.
com. – 12/17
Mississippi Dixie Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly Feb. – Oct.
Walter Mabry, 1531 Plantation Blvd., Jackson, 
MS 39211, 601-956-7238 – 12/17

MISSOURI
Barren Fork Traditional Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly except 
January, Edward Peterka, RR 1, Box 363, Ava, 
MO 65608, 417-683-2764, auntiem2@
centurylink.net, barrenforkmuzzleloaders.
com – 12/17
Boone’s Lick Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Sundays monthly March – October
Sara Schulze, 106 Julie Ct., Montgomery City, 
MO 63361, 573-564-3813, sararschulze @
yahoo.com – 12/17
Fort Osage Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Novelty Shoot 4th 
Saturday monthly March - October, Territorial 
July 5-8, Carl J Donze, PO Box 277, 94 NE 801 
Rd., Knob Noster, MO 65336, 660-563-1295 
or 660-563-5132, ArticRed@att.net, fortos-
agemuzzle loaders.org- 12/17
J. P. Gemmer Muzzle Loading Gun Club
Public shoots 3rd Sun. monthly March – No-
vember. Member matches first Sunday month-
ly March – December, Margie R. Browner, 435 
Southside Ave., Webster Groves, MO 63119, 
314-918-9092, rvmrbrowner@att.net, www.
gemmermuzzleloadingrifleclub.com 
Missouri Black Powder Society
May 16-19 sporting clays (Berryville, AR), May 
31-June 2 Trap and Skeet Championship (Bois 
D' Arc, MO), Sept. 26-29 5 stand, trap matches 
(Berryville, AR), October 25-27 Sporting 
Clays Championship (Cross Timbers, MO). 
Larry Sundby, 9863 Lawrence 2210, Monett, 
MO 65708; missouriblackpowdersociety@
yahoo.com.

MO Ozark Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Barry Steele, 279 
Pleasant View Dr., Sunrise Beach, MO 65079, 
573-200-9559 – 12/16
Strother Freetrappers
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly, Rendezvous 1st 
Sunday in April and October, Les Whiteside, 
506 W Ash, Archie, MO 64725, 816-392-0928, 
LesWhiteside@aol.com – 12/16
Trappers of Starved Rock
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Boone Heritage 
Days and Trappers Fall Rendezvous September 
29&30, 2018 at The Boone Home 1868 Hwy 
F Defiance, MO, No camping fees for campers 
or traders, go to www.trappersofstarvedrock.
com for more information. Tom Stovall, 6433 
Kathy Dr., High Ridge, MO 63049, 636-376-
4706, tomtrapper@yahoo.com, trappersof 
starvedrock.com – 12/16

NEBRASKA
Ft. Atkinson Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly; Fall Shoot in 
October, Greta Schlabs, 11525 Old Mill Dr., 
Blair, NE 68008, 402-533-8389,grlherman@ 
abbnebraska.com, ftatkinsonmuzzle loaders.
com-12/17

NEVADA
Lakes Crossing Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Aubrey Campbell, 
8011 Sand Pebble Dr., Reno, NV 89506; 
acinsac@sbcglobal, lakescrossing muzzleload-
ers.org – 12/16

NEW JERSEY
Garden State Blackpowder Assoc.
Shoots Last Sunday of every month 
Debbie Schenker, 106 Alexandria Way, Basking 
Ridge, NJ 07920, 571-447-6111, debansch@
yahoo.com, www.GSBPA.org – 12/16

NEW YORK
Alabama Hunt Club
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly, Sue Smith, 4777 East 
Rd., Batavia, NY 14020, 585-343-7620; bsss3@
rochester.rr.com, alabamahuntclub.com 12/17
Land of the Senecas
Meat Shoots 1st Sunday of May and 1st 
Sunday of October, Rendezvous 1st weekend 
of August, Chuck Plant PO Box 282 Odessa, NY 
14869, 607-387-6987, jp85@cornell.edu
Lock Stock & Barrel
Ted Wyskida, 5785 Innsbruck Rd., E. Syracuse, 
NY 13057, 315-656-0177 – 12/16
Old Saratoga Muzzle Loading Club
Tara Manzer, PO Box 204, Mechanicville, NY 
12118, 518-664-3713, osmlcsecretary@
gmail.com- 12/17
St. Lawrence Longrifles
Shoots 2nd Monday, May through Sept.; June 8, 
2019 Border Skirmish Musket Shoot; July 19-21, 
2019 NNY Muzzleloading Championship; Aug. 
24, 2019 BPCR 330 yd Gong Shoot. Barry Di-
etlein, 1047 Maple Ridge Road, Brasher Falls, NY 
13613, 315-769-2095, barryd@twcny.rr.com

NORTH CAROLINA
Crosse Creek Rifle & Pistol Club, Inc.
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly, Buck Buchanan, 
1798 Potomac Road, Fayetteville, NC 28304, 
910-977-6200, buck100-10x@nc.rr.com, 
www.crossecreekrifleandpistolclub.com 
French Broad Rifles Inc.
Shoots 2nd & 4th Saturdays monthly, June 9 
Summer Silhouette Match, October 12-14 Fall 
Primitive weekend, Robert Rolfe, 15 Glenway 
Dr., Asheville, NC 28804, 828-620-1253, 
frenchbroadriflesinc@gmail.com, www.
frenchbroadrifles.com
Lafayette Longrifles
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly except December
Robert Keys, 7604 Mineshaft Rd., Raleigh, NC 
27615, 919-847-0069 – 12/17
North Carolina State Muzzleloading 
Rifle Association
Tom Como, 3520 Catlett Farm Road, Wake 
Forest, NC 27587, 919-830-3678, beaver-
damforge @aol.com, www.ncflintlock.wix.
com – 12/16
Yadkin Valley Long Rifles
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly except January, 
Greg Williams, 704-589-6125, gwill6125@
gmail.com – 12/16

White Oak River Longrifles
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly at Register 
Sutton Rd., Delway, NC, Debbie Futral, 103 
Kennedy Circle, Hubert, NC 28539, 910-545-
9443, dfutral@hotmail.com – 12/17

OHIO
Bill Moose Muzzleloading Gun Club
8821 Greensway Ave Darbyville, OH 43146, 
billmoosegunclub@gmail.com, 740-954-0151, 
www.billmoose.com 
Black Swamp MuzzleLoaders
Shoots 1st Sunday every month. Bill Bare, 6520 
TR 83, Findlay, OH 45840, 419-859-2020 
Blue Jacket Muzzle Loaders
2019 Shoot Dates: April 13 OTL, April 14 
OTL, June 1 OTL, June 2 Table, August 10 OTL, 
Aug 11 Table, Oct 19 OTL, Oct 20 OTL. Dawn 
Swigart, 937-603-3830, dchswigart@aol.com, 
Tom 937-603-3829
Butler County Sportsmen Club
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly March - December
Ronald E. Benge, 1910 Layhigh Rd., Hamilton, 
OH 45013, 513-738-1199, ronbenge@zoom
town.com, butlercountysportsmen.com – 12/17
Canal Fulton Ramrod Club
Shoots 1st and 3rd Sundays monthly at noon, 
pistol shoot 4th Sunday monthly, Rick Kuhn, 
6609 Wales Ave NW, Massillon, OH 44646, 
330-605-9419, rbk@sssnet.com 
Cincinnati Muzzle Loading Rifle Club
Shoots Aug. 26, Sept. 30, Oct. 28, Nov. 18, 
Dec. 30. Robin Bonaventura, 9749 Woodmill 
Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45231, 513-284-5239, 
flintlockrb@yahoo.com 
Columbus Muzzleloading Gun Club
Shoots – Jan. 1,2018, Art McCall, 4409 
Hammerton Dr., Columbus, OH 43228, 614-
582-7448, cmlgc1@gmail.com  – 12/17
Dayton Muzzleloading Gun Club
Shoots 1st Sun. monthly . Flintlock Shoots-4th 
Sunday July, Nov. Musket Shoots-4th Sunday 
Aug., and Oct. LaVonne Boitnott, 7770 E. 
Agenbroad Rd., New Carlisle, OH 45344, 937-
620-2346, dkboitnott@gmail.com
Deathwind Longrifles 
Shoots May 19-20, June 16-17, July 14-15, 
Aug. 8 & 19, Sept. 15-16, Oct. 20-21, Nov. 
17-18, 2018 . Trent Grove, 506 Beacon Rd., 
Newark, OH 43055, 740-814-5791, bkyrd-
shooter@gmail.com
Erie Wyandott Muzzleloader Club
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly May through Oct.
Dennis Depner, 1616 W. Fremont Rd., Port 
Clinton, OH 43452, 419-734-2429; dnd@cros.
net – 12/16
Fort Greene Ville Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly except December, 
check website for updates. Andrew Kenworthy, 
1965 W U.S. Rt. 36 W, Greenville, OH 45331, 
937-548-0016, info@FortGreenevilleMuzzle-
loaders.com – 12/17
Ft. McArthur Longrifles
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly. Jeff Pell, 5464 CH 
107, Upper Sandusky, OH 43351, 419-209-
0141; jpbullet50cal@yahoo.com – 12/17
Kill um Buck Longrifles
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly Feb. to Dec.
Angi Frantz, 147 Stratford Ave., Wadsworth, 
OH 44281, 330-294-7211, afrantz327@
gmail.com – 12/16
Mansfield Muzzle Loader Rifle Club
Shoots Mar. 3, April 7, May 5, June 2, June 
16, July 7, Aug 4, Sept. 8,. Doug Pelton, 769 
Sandusky St., Ashland, OH 44805, 419-282- 
1485, pelbaum@zoominternet.net
Miami Black Powder Cartridge Rifle Club
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly, Gregg Slepicka, 
937-241-8082, plinkr4065@aol.com
New Frontiersmen Muzzle Loading Club
Shoots 3rd Sunday of each month Janu-
ary-November, Dave Moore 4095 Faulk Rd 
Ashland, OH 44805 419-589-4843, dtm@
zoominternet.net, www.acwcl.org
Ohio Valley Muzzle Loading Gun Club 
Shoots March 3 blanket shoot, April 7, May 6, June 
30, July 1, Aug. 4, Aug. 26, Oct. 6-7, Nov. 3, Bonny 
Calderwood, 29069 Big Pine Rd., Logan, OH 43138, 
740-215-2836, kcalderwood@frontier.com 
Salem Hunting Club Muzzleloaders
Winter shoot, 1st Tuesday, December-April. Sum-
mer shoot, 2nd Sunday May – September, Turkey 
shoot, October. Steven G. Stull, 10592 Whippoorwill 
Rd., Diamond, OH 44412, 330-654-2989 – 12/17
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Sandusky County Hawkeyes
Shoots 1st Sunday monthly
Steve Wright, 1433 CR 31, Fremont, OH 43420, 
419-680-5442, savedwright1@gmail.com 
Seneca Muzzleloaders 
Call for shoot dates, Rob Gerding 526 Madison 
St. Port Clinton, OH. 43452, 419-341-8657, 
robbob@hush.com or senecamuzzleloaders@
cros.net- 12/17
Shawnee Long Rifles
Shoots 4th Sun. monthly except Dec., Jan. & 
Feb., January 1st Shoot, Turkey Shoot Sunday 
before Thanksgiving. Aaron Moeller, 11192 
Glynwood Rd, Wapakoneta, OH  45895, 41-
953-2872, aaronmoeller@gmail.com– 12/17
Simon Kenton Long Rifles
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Bret Huggard, 
937-231-5709, bret.huggard@gmail.com
Sons of Liberty 
Norman Garringer, 4662 Biers Run Rd., Chilli-
cothe, OH 45601, 740-773-3891, normanga@
roadrunner.com – 12/17
Southern Ohio Dog & Game 
Protective Assoc.
December 16, 2018 Blanket Shoot starts 
at noon, Mike Weissmann, 513-382-1013, 
10630 East Miami River Rd. Cincinnati, OH. 
45252, sodgpa@fuse.net-12/17
Toledo Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly except May
Jim Fletcher, 2938 Kenwood Blvd., Toledo, OH 
43606, 419-536-2505 – 12/17
Wolf Creek Capsnappers
Shoots 4th Sunday monthly May – November 
except holiday weekends, Lars Lutton – 386-
847-4653; Ryan Armstrong740-336-1938, 
7220 Thomas Rd., Chesterhill, OH 43728, 
lutton@ohio.edu – 12/16

OKLAHOMA
Longrifles of the Canadian
Shoots monthly-call for dates, Ron Doggett, 
4031 NW 34th, Oklahoma City, OK 73112, 
405-44-5764, www.military.okcgunclub.
org/m/muzz.html
Osage Territory Muzzleloaders
June Shoot – 1st Saturday in June, other shoots 
at various dates, Ruth Kilgore PO Box 488 
Meeker, OK 74855, 405-301-7427

OREGON
Grizzly Mountain Long Rifles
Shoots 2nd Sunday of each month
Ted Hartman, 4377 NW Canal Blvd #1, Red-
mond, OR 97756, 541-788-2122, saddler@
iglide.net – 12/17

PENNSYLVANIA
Altoona Rifle and Pistol Club
Tim Bottenfield, 546 Pistol Club Rd., Altoona, 
PA 16601, 814-937-1036, tabdi@atlanticbb.
net – 12/16
Blue Mountain Muzzleloading 
Rifle Assoc.
Various Shoots – call for info. Michael Wengert, 
5116 Old Route 27, Hamburg, PA 19526, 610-
488-1608 – 12/16
Blue Ridge Rifles, Inc.
Call for shoot information, Cathy Bates, 1605 
W Main St., Trappe, PA 19426, 610-489-3878, 
BRRifles@gmail.com – 12/17
Dogg Clan Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly April – November
Rendezvous 3rd Sunday weekend of October
James P. Montgomery, 5453 Bye Rd., East Pal-
estine, OH 44413, 330-886-0133-12/2013
First Frontier Militia
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly April-November, 
will be hosting 2019 PA State Shoot in Aug. 
2019. Dave Algard 525 Club Rd. Palmerton, PA 
18071, 610-760-8333, ealgard5@gmail.com
Forest Grove Black Powder Rifle Men
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly 11am-4pm 
Woodswalk course; Michael Karkalla, 2158 
Fairhill Rd, Sewickley, PA 15143, 412-877-
5626, mike@thomsonproperties.net, www.
forestgrovesportsmen.com 
Fort Erie Muzzleloaders
Shoots May-August 2nd Wednesday at 
7:00pm, Sept.-April 2nd Sunday at 2:00pm, 
Erie Co. Sportsmen’s League Range 1419 
Drake Dr. Erie, PA 16505, Ed Schneider 814-
833-3869, egschneider@roadrunner.com

Ft. McCord Militia
Grocery shoot, Paper shoots. Jacqueline B. 
Fischer, 595 Apple Way Rd., St. Thomas, PA 
17252, 301-582-2904, jackiebeth@myactv.
net stthomassportsmen.com – 12/17
Garland Ridge Runners Muzzleloader 
Club, Inc.
Shoots last Sunday months June-October 
10am, Bonnie Curry, 814-688-4021, garlan-
dridgerunners@verizon.net
Independent Mountain Men Living 
History Society, Inc.
Shoots July 1, July 12-15 Rendezvous, Aug. 6, 
Sept. 2, Oct. 7, Nov. 4 Turkey Shoot
Nick Demartini PO Box 841 Saxonburg, 
PA 16056, 724-586-7267, ndemartini@
hotmail.com
Lancaster Muzzle Loading Rifle Assoc. 
731 Mt. Vernon Rd. Gap. PA. 17527; Dave 
Thornton, 717-405-1162, LMLRASec@ptd.net
Marriottsville Muzzleloader, Inc. 
Tim Frank, 106 Hershey Circle, Stewartstown, 
PA. 17363, www.mmlblackpowder.com, 
secretary@mmlblackpowder.com, 717-993-
2077-12/17
Old Westmoreland Rifles
Darryl Myers, 724-522-1729, John Kaminsky, 724-
887-7265, Phil Cravener, 724-539-7667 – 12/17
Pennsylvania Federation of 
Black Powder Shooters, Inc.
Vickie Shaffer, 1820 Harlansburg Rd New Castle, PA 
16101, 724-714-3181, www.pfbps.com – 12/17
She She Quin Buckskinners
Shoots 2nd Sun. monthly. Martha Spring, 
75 Sportman Club Lane, Trout Run, PA. 
17771, 570-326-4713; fmspring@comcast.
net – 12/17
Southern Chester County
Shoots 2nd Saturday each month through 
December. Andrew B. Gregg, 584 Salem Church 
Rd, Newark, DE. 19702, 302-388-8695, buchan-
an1961@gmail.com, www.sccsfa.org – 12/17 
Sportsmen’s & Farmer’s Assoc
Quarterly matches. Andrew Gregg, 720 
Sportsmans Lane, Kennett Square, PA 19348, 
302-588-8695, blackpowder@sccsfa.
org – 12/16
Upper Allegheny Muzzleloaders
Monthly shoots April-Nov (call for deviations). 
All shoots start a 1pm (not including 3 day 
shoot in May) on the following dates in 2019: 
Apr.14, May 5, also 25,26,27 (Spring Shoot), 
June 2, July 14, Aug 11, Sept. 8, Oct. 13
Nov.10. Eric Hewitt, 3864 Lawson Rd. James-
town, NY 14701, 716-488-1992 
Washington County Buckskinners
Blanket Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly 
Roy E. Scott, 304 Buckels Ave., Houston, PA 
15342, 724-745-8402, REScott1743@
comcast.net – 12/16
Western States Muzzle Loaders 
Association
Ken Laverty, 5440 Agostino Court, Concord, CA 
94521, 925-672-7088, klaverty@astound.net, 
www.wsmla.org – 12/17
Whispering Pines Cap & Flint Club
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly. Della Bennet, 
9986 Apt. 3 Coryland Rd. Millerton, PA.16936, 
570-537-2398, whisperingpinescapandflint@
gmail.com – 12/17

RHODE ISLAND
Tiveron Rod & Gun Club
Michael Von Villas #15  Carole Dr Tiventon, RI 
02878, 401-624-1346, mvon60@cox.net 

SOUTH CAROLINA
Carolina PO Boy Muzzleloaders
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly except in May 
which is 1st Sunday. Bobby Parris, 1171 Coun-
ty Line Rd., Harlem, GA 30814, 706-556-6102 
Charles Towne Long Rifles
Shoots last Sun. monthly except Nov. and Dec. 
which is 3rd Sun.. Tom Smith, 140 Tall Pines Rd 
Ladsen, SC 29456, 843-834-2731, amreb@
bellsouth.net;  charlestownelong rifles.
blogspot.com 
Piedmont Muzzleloaders, Inc.
Shoots 3rd Sun. monthly. Marshal Kline, 310 
Quail Run Circle, Fountain Inn, SC 29644, 864-
419-6962, klinemt@msn.com 

SOUTH DAKOTA
Muzzle Loaders of the Black Hills
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly April through 
September. Rocky Schmelz, PO Box 3055, 
Rapid City, SD 57709-3055, 605-430-5540; 
ramrodrock@msn.com 
Split Rock Muzzle Loading Clan
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly April through Oct.
www.splitrockmuzzleloaders.com/. Lynn 
Aspaas, 4500 Pin Oak Court, Sioux Falls, SD 
57103, 605-335-4023, aspaasbl@gmail.com 
ramrodrock@msn.com 

TENNESSEE
Chattanooga Rifle Club Rangers
Shoots 4th Sat..of month Feb. through Nov. 
except July. Charles Sedgwick, 7636 Lenox 
Trace Drive, Hixson, TN 37343, 423-842-7287; 
csedg@epbfi.com 
Chilhowee Rod & Gun Club 
Inline Territorial March 17, 2018, TN State 
Inline Championship October 2018
John Mankin 114 Co Rd 7001 Athens, TN 
37303, 423-462-4802, jmankin@comcast.
net, chilhoweerodandgunclub.com
Elk River Long Rifles
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly. Beckie Hender-
son,  900 Bragg Circle, Tullahoma, TN 37388, 
931-455-3904 
Possum Branch Backwoodsmen
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly February-Septem-
ber; Shoots 2nd Weekend in October
Goober Edison, 615-405-1823; Jack Jones, 
3347 N. Mt. Pleasant Rd., Greenbrier, TN 
37073, 615-948-6284, jbj3346@aol.com 
Tennessee Longhunters
Shoots August, October & December
Carl Crane 1104 Shannon Lane Franklin, TN 
34064, 615-790-9211 OR 615-224-2107, 
carlylej@comcast.net; www.tennesseelon-
ghunters.org 
The South Central Middle East 
Tennessee Long Rifles
Shoot dates 3rd Saturday, Dean Simpson, 
865-659-2893
The Widowmakers
Shoots vary please call, Jesse Rejko, 7210 
White Oak Rd Stewart, TN 37175, 317-716-
6697, deerstandalone@1791.com; www.
thewidowmakers7.com

TEXAS
Dallas Muzzle Loading Gun Club
Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly except May
Frank B. Sweeney, 9204 Heatherdale Dr. Dallas, TX. 
75243, 214-341-9421, franksweeney1@att.net 
Greenwood Longrifles
Shoots 1st Sat. monthly . Ken Springs, 341 
North Shanks, Clute, TX 77531, 979-239-
8372, kennethsprings@sbcglobal.net 
Red River Renegades
Shotgun Shoots 2nd Sunday monthly
Turkey Shoot last weekend of Oct. – Sat. and 
Sun.  Rifle/Pistol Shoots Last Sunday monthly
Jim or Patty Lawrence, 4936 So. Lake Park Dr., 
Wichita Falls, TX , 940-636-1226, tworende-
gades@att.net 
Texas Muzzle Loading Rifle Association
Shoots March 8-10, 2019 Frost of the Cactus; 
State ML Championship June 4-9, 2019; Fall 
Prize Shoot Oct. 3-6, 2019. Andy Larson, 
831 Wavecrest Lane, Houston, TX 77062, 
281-486-7166, andylarson@juno.com, 
tmlrassociation.com

UTAH
Mountain Men of the Wasatch
Shoots 2nd Sunday and Last Saturday monthly
David George, 1440 West 650 South, Heber, UT 
84032, 801-599-7771 – 12/17

VERMONT
Bayley-Hazen Muzzleloaders
Shoot last Sat. monthly March through October
Bob Lindemann, 266 Turner Rd, Moretown, VT 
05660, 802-229-2062, rlindemann@pshift.
com – 12/17
Lamoille Valley Fish & Game Club
Harland Blodgett, 22 Poker Hill Rd., Underhill, VT 05489, 
802-899-3889; hfblodgett@ yahoo.com – 12/16

VIRGINIA
Bayley Hazen Muzzleloaders 
3rd Saturday monthly. Bob Lindemann 266, 
Turner Rd. Moretown, VT. 05660, rlindemann@
pshift.com, 802-229-2062-12/17
Bull Run Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly, Tony Sucher, 5415 
Dublin Ave., Springfield, VA 22151, 703-354-
2726, ajsucher@cox.net 
James River Black Powder Club
Various Shoots – call for info. Susan Martins, 
1156 Sunken Meadow Rd, Spring Grove, VA 
23881; 757-866-8389 – 12/16
Riflemen of Wynne’s Falls
David Clark, 214 Bailey Place, Danville, VA 
24540, 434-836-5652, dnbclark@verizon.
net – 12/17
The Shenandoah Longrifles
Various Shoots – call for info. Hollie Blanke-
meyer, 2942 Oak Crest Ave, Roanoke, VA 
24015; 540-797-6265; slrscribe@yahoo.com, 
shenandoahlong rifles.com – 12/16
Wilderness Road Muzzleloaders
Shoots 2nd Saturday every month April - 
November (weather permitting)  Jim Hartlage, 
485 Lakeview Dr., Wytheville, VA 24382, 276-
228-4635, jimhartlage@gmail.com, www.
wildernessroadmuzzleloaders.com 
Witten Fort Long Rifles
Shoots 2nd Saturday every month April - 
November. Luke Chambers, 433 Ruble Hill 
Rd, Bluefield, VA 24605, 276-245-9390, 
lukechambers1210@gmail.com

WASHINGTON
Cascade Mountain Men
3rd Sunday of each month. Steve A. Baima, 
13025 SE Newport Way, Vellevue, WA 98006, 
percman48@comcast.net – 12/17
Interlake Mountain Men
Shoot dates are 3rd Saturday of each month 
rain/shine/snow meeting starts at 9am shoot-
ing starts at 10am. Karl “Ochnee” Marcoux, 
1633 NE 97th St Redmond, WA, 206-473-
1833, knmarcoux@msn.com
Spokane Falls Muzzle Loaders
Shoot 2nd Sun. monthly. Jack Dolan, 25902 W. 
Hallett Rd., Medical Lake, WA 99022, 509-299-
5419, lonepine40@aim.com – 12/17

WEST VIRGINIA
Appalchian Rangers Muzzleloading Club
Shoots 2nd Sunday of every month Feb. – Oct.
Jennie Shaffer, 404 Powell Ave, Stonewood, 
WV, 26301, 304-624-8891, shafferj1966@
hotmail.com – 12/17
Kate Carpenter Muzzleloaders
Shoots 3rd Saturday monthly January through 
September, Trap shoot at every match. Willie 
Perkins, 798 Gray Gable Rd., Crawley, WV 24931, 
304-646-0836, wdp1902@yahoo.com – 12/17
Mountaineer Flintlock Rifles, Inc.
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly. Primitive Shoot 
1st Saturday monthly. 
Turkey Shoot 2nd 
Saturday in November. 
David R. Pennington, 
12 Morgan Court, 
Hurricane, WV 25526, 
304-543-5223, 
drpennington3@
gmail.com 
Tygart Valley 
Muzzleloaders
Shoots 2nd Saturday 
monthly April - 
September. Jim Cost, 
204 1st St., Elkins, WV 
26241, 304-642-1200 
West Virginia 
Muzzleloader 
Association
Shannon Lewis, 525 
Bailey Ridge Road, 
Buckhannon, WV 
26201, 304-613-
5045, shannon0569@
yahoo.com, wvmla.
com – 12/17

WV Ridge Runners
Shoots 3rd Sunday 
monthly March – Oct; 

Meat Shoot 3rd Sun. in Oct. . Marvin Wotring, 
392 Upper Cobun Creek Rd., Morgantown, WV 
26354, 304-291-0803, flintlockone@aol.com 

WISCONSIN
Beloit Rifle Club, Inc.
Shoots 3rd Sunday monthly. Harley J Whitt, 
1908 Forest Ave., Beloit, WI 53511, 608-921-
1542, beloitrifleclub.org 
Fox Valley Muzzle Loaders
Shoots 2nd Saturday monthly April-Oct., 
Rendezvous 1st weekend of Oct., Brian Brad-
ley, 4330 County Rd. S. Oshkosh, WI. 54904 
– bcbradley48@gmail.com, 920-233-5332, 
www.foxvalleymuzzleloaders.com
Ft. Oneida M.L., Inc.
Shoot 2nd Sun. monthly. Todd Meyers, 2347 
Conifer Ct., Suamico, WI 54313, 920-609-3287
Rock River Buckskinners Inc.
Shoots May 25-26 Memorial Weekend, 
July 27 Over The Log Shoot, July 28 Hunters 
Match, Spet. 7-8 Charlie Brown PO Box 252 
Milton, WI 53563, 608-868-2514, brownc@
centurytel.net
Smoky Hollow Muzzle Loaders
Shoot 1st Sun. monthly. Lulita Zellmer, N 59 
W 27099 Ainsworth Rd, Sussex, WI 53089, 
262-538-1316, lulitaz@earthlink.net 
Wisconsin Muzzle Loading Association
Various Shoots – call for info. Charlie Brown, 
8131 N. Oak Ridge Dr., Milton, WI 53563, 608-
868-2514, brownc@centurytel.net 
Yellowstone Flint & Cap Club, Inc.
Vicki Tollakson, PO Box 3, Argyle, WI 53504; 
nvet@centurytel.net, yellowstoneblackhawk 
park.webs.com 

WYOMING
Big Horn Basin Muzzleloaders
Shoot 1st Sun. monthly. Jim Hanchett, 590 
Lane 9, Powell, WY 82435, 307-754-4219, 
jhanchett@directairnet.com 
Sierra Madre Muzzle Loading Rifle Club 
(SMMLRC)
Monthly shoots 2nd Sunday Jan-May, 1st 
Saturday Nov, Dec, & June, Rendezvous July 
20-22, 2018 Encampment, WY, Crystal Gillen 
307-329-6968, smmlrc@gmail.com
Wyoming State Muzzleloaders 
Association
State Convention Jan. 18-20, 2019; Riverton, WY 
Memorial Day Shoot May 24-27, 2019; Father’s 
Day Shoot Glenrock, WY June 14-16, 2019, Paula 
Sorter PO Box 50441 Casper, WY 82605, 307-
333-2709, paulasorter@yahoo.com

CANADA
Trails End Muzzleloaders
David Arnold, 10635 Pioneer Line, Chatham, 
ON Canada N7M 5J2, 519-354-9892, 
twoarnolds@kent.net, workingcowboy leather.
com –linktotrailsend, – 12/17 

Flintlocks

$29.95

A Practical Guide for their
Use and Appreciation

By: Eric A. Bye

•  Large format, over 230 pages and 
hundreds of full-color photos.

•  Numerous how-to projects in wood, 
metal, and leather.

•  The authoritative guide for everyone 
interested in flintlock rifles, pistols, 
smoothbores, and shotguns.

•  Filled with useful information never 
before available in a single book.

•  For all skill levels from beginner to 
expert

Plus Shipping

Limited Quantities Left

Order Yours Today!

NMLRA Office • P.O. Box 67 • Friendship, IN 47021
Order online at www.nmlra.org or call (812) 667-5131
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Registration for the 23rd annual national postal matches are now open 
and will remain open until August 31st 2019. The registration form 
appears below. A photocopy is acceptable, however all signatures must 
be original.

The top three winners from each of the nine NMLRA regions and 
internationally, for both rifle and pistol, will be announced in Muzzle 
Blasts. The top three winners overall for both rifle and pistol will each 
receive national plaque. 

The National Postal Matches are open to all current members in good 
standing. The competitions will consist of a four-target, 200- point 
offhand rifle aggregate and/ or a three-target, 260- point pistol 
aggregate. Rifle competitors may use any safe muzzle loading rifle of 
either traditional or modern design. Pistol competition is open to any 
safe muzzle loading pistol or revolver, traditional, or modern in style. 
Projectiles may be round ball, bullet, or sabot. Sights for both will be any 
metallic sights which include peep sights, but not telescopic sights. All 
rifle matches are to be shot offhand, and pistol matches shot with one 
hand, arm extended. Distances will be 25 yards, 50 yards and 100 yards 
for the rifles, and 25 yards and 50 yards for the pistol. All competitors 
will score their own targets and complete their sheets. The scores will be 
checked by the Postal Match committee. 

The results of the 2018 Postal Matches are in. This was a great 
opportunity to compete on a national level, and has become a way of 
competing with old friends and new, too distant to compete with locally. 
As with all shooting, the real competition is with yourself. To keep things 
as affordable as possible, we offer the matches with or without the 
overlay. The 2019 Aggregate fee will be $14.00 with the overlay, $13.00 
without it. 

Here is the 2018 finishing order from each of the nine NMLRA regions for 
rifle and pistol. 

REGIONAL TOP 3 WINNERS
Pistol:
Region 3: Nick Brewbaker, Charlie Huebner, Douglas Truxillo 
Region 4: Ron Littlefield, Josh Kaffenberger, John Kaminski
Region 5: Michael Garberich, Bill Jacks, Kameron Miller
Region 7: Scott Jones, Randol George, Ray Massey
Region 8: Brent Seale, Richard Geist
Region 9: Ron Doggett, Roger Kneeland, Bobby Fulow
Rifle: 
Region 1: Edward Spink, William Heschke, Dennis Davis
Region 2: Randol George, John Scanlon, Ryan Benek
Region 3: Joseph Newman, Nick Brewbaker, Charlie Huebner
Region 4: Sandra Thomas, Ron Littlefield, Gregory Wilkins
Region 5: Bill Jacks, Richard Vandevord, Marc Remhof 
Region 6: Dixon Herman
Region 7: Jack Dolan, James Barkull, Tony Lacau 
Region 8: Brent Seale, Kaitlyn Jones, Kurt Jones
Region 9: Ron Doggett, Bob Furlow, Clayton Grubbs

The 2018 NMLRA Postal Matches had a total of 183 entries, which is 
up from last year’s 40 entries. This is a very exciting time for us all. Lots 
of renewed growth and some positive changes are moving us into the 
future. There is a slight increase in the cost of the match this year to 
insure its longevity of this outreach program. Hopefully this program will 
grow even more this year.

Thanks go to all of you who participated in the 2018 Postal Matches!  

A T T E N T I O N  S H O O T E R S !

P o sta l  Mat c h e s

Respectfully submitted by 
Mike Weissmann 

THE NATIONAL PISTOL WINNERS:
1st      Ron Doggett  208-3X
2nd     Roger Kneeland 206-2X       
3rd      Michael Garberich 203-3X

THE NATIONAL RIFLE WINNERS:
1st      Jack Dolan 185
2nd     Ron Doggett 157-2X
3rd      Edward Spink 136-1X

2019 Registration Form - NMLRA® National Postal Matches
Name:      Member #:
Address:
City:      State:    Zip:
Day Phone:     Evening Phone:

WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT:
In consideration of the undersigned participating in shooting the National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association's Postal Match Program, I, for myself, my heirs, personal representatives and assigns, hereby release, discharge and agree to hold harmless 
and indemnify the National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association, its successors and assigns, and the officers, directors, officials, representatives, agents and employees of the NMLRA, of and from all demands, possible causes of action, court costs, 
attorney fees, and other expenses arising from any claim or lawsuit that may otherwise accrue from any loss, damage or injury (including death) to my persons or property in any way resulting from, or arising in connection with or relating to, 
my participation in the National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association Postal Match Program. I know the risk and danger to myself and my property while so engaging in that activity and I make this release voluntarily and in reliance upon my own 
judgment and ability, and I hereby assume all risk for loss, damage or injury (including death) to myself and my property from any cause whatsoever and whether or not attribute to the negligence of others. I HAVE READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND 
THIS WAIVER AND RELEASE LIABILITY AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT AND I KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THAT MY SIGNING OF THIS AGREEMENT IS COMPLETE RELEASE OF THE NMLRA TOGETHER WITH ITS OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, OFFICIALS, 
REPRESENTATIVES, AGENTS, AND EMPLOYEES FROM ANY AND ALL LIABILITY, INCLUDING NEGLIGENCE, AND I FREELY AND WILLINGLY CONSENT TO ITS WAIVER AND RELEASE AND LIABILITY AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT.

☐ Rifle Registration with Scoring Overlay    $14.00
☐ Pistol Registration with Scoring Overlay  $14.00
☐ Rifle Registration  $13.00 ☐ Rifle Non-Scorable Practice Targets  $4.00
☐ Rifle Registration  $13.00 ☐ Rifle Non-Scorable Practice Targets  $4.00
Be sure to include check or money order. Your target packet 
and registration number will be sent out via U.S. Postal Service. 

Dated:
Signature:
Printed Name:

Please DO NOT Write or Type in this space. YOUR CONFIRMED NMLRA NAT'L 
POSTAL MATCH REGISTRATION NUMBER IS:

REGISTER NOW!
Deadline August 31, 2019
MAIL TO: P.O. BOX 67, 

FRIENDSHIP, IN 47021

Deadline: 
August 31, 2019
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Obituaries

Last

Harley Donaldson   1927-2018
Harley Donaldson from Columbus, Ohio, was 91 when he 
passed away on December 2, 2018.  He was a long-time member 
of National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association 
and, I think, a fifty year member of the Ohio 
Gun Collector’s Association.  He attended the 
NMLRA Shoot up to his 90th year.  Carol and I 
knew him best as our next door neighbor on the 
Walter Cline Range camp-ground at Friendship.  
We were involved in different shooting ranges, 
most of the time at the Nationals, but met often 
at camp.  I remember him as a quiet, friendly 
man, and being an enthusiastic Wood’s Walk 
shooter.  Many of you know his son Mark who 
is chair of the NMLRA Scoring Committee.  
Mark is a very active shooter and also producing 
muzzle loading barrels on the late Kenny Bresien’s 
barrel-making equipment.  Harley served for years 
as Field Representative Coordinator in the State of Ohio.  Mark 
tells me his dad personally signed up 250 new NMLRA members 
in a single year, and over 500 new NMLRA members in his 
lifetime…some of whom will be reading this.  How many Field 
Reps ever got close to producing those numbers?  Harley would 
work the Field Rep Tent for days at the National Shoots.  He was 
into muzzle loading since the late 1940s. Harley was a founding 

member of the Bill Moose NMLRA Charter Club and served as 
president. He was inducted into the NMLRA Black Powder Hall 

of Fame in 2007. 

Harley was a veteran of the US Navy in WWII, 
doing service on a destroyer in escort duty, guarding 
convoys primarily against U-boat attack…never a 
dull moment.  To win WWII, we had to win the 
battle of the Atlantic where, in 1943, Nazi U-boats 
sank well over a half-million tons (over ten times the 
weight of the battleship Missouri) of Allied forces 
ships per month!  It was the US Navy destroyer fleet 
that primarily accomplished it. It’s not the same 
thing, but it’s kinda like being in the Battle of the 
Bulge every day for weeks on end, featuring bad 
weather, an aggressive unseen enemy and constantly 
on the alert.  When the convoy is over, you just do it 

again!  He was buried with full military honors.

Harley survived his wife, June and brother, Danny.  He is survived 
by his three children, Kim, Mark and Jodi, and two grandchildren.  
Mark will continue his activity as NMLRA Director, and Scoring 
Committee.  We have lost a good friend and NMLRA has lost one 
of its most enthusiastic members.  Rest in peace.

Tom Schiffer

James Wilkie Lemon Senior   February 7, 1926 - January 6, 2019

On January 6, 2019, NMLRA lost a good friend with the death of Jim 
Lemon Senior at the age of 92.  As far as I can know, Jim was the last 
living member of the NMLRA who was at the first NMLRA Shoot 
in Friendship, Indiana on December 24, 1933.  Jim could, and DID, 
show me where that first shoot was held in his Friendship Schoolhouse 
yard…he was THERE at the age of seven.  While 
that shoot was an initiative of Boss Johnson, 
a commentator on the Crosley Broadcasting 
Company, nine years later, we acquired NMLRA’s 
first piece of land in Friendship, Indiana from Jim’s 
father, Wilkie Lemon.  Both Wilkie and Wilkie’s 
son Jim were given life memberships as part of the 
purchase price of the land.  I like to think it was a 
splendid investment for both parties. 

Wilkie’s son Jim held far more than a cameo 
membership in NMLRA.  He was a long time 
director and chair of the NMLRA Finance 
Committee through many long years of tight 
money and need for expansion as well as simple 
maintenance.  In 1957, Jim succeeded his father, 
Wilkie as president of the Friendship Bank.  Back 
in 1912, local farmers and businessmen wanted a 
bank in Friendship.  They picked an alert young 
farmer and livestock trader to run it…Jim’s father, 

Wilkie Lemon.  Wilkie asked to be trained at the Osgood Bank for 
six months before becoming the first cashier and manager of what is 
now the Friendship State Bank.  Such was his stewardship that the 
Friendship State Bank weathered the Great Depression that caused the 
demise of many banks, small and large…including the Osgood Bank 

where Wilkie trained!   James Wilkie Lemon Senior, 
serving as NMLRA Director and finance man provided 
opportunity for conflict of interest.  No hint of conflict 
of interest attended Jim’s, and later, Jim’s son Jim’s 
stewardship in both institutions.

It was Wilkie Lemon’s outreach that caused the 
NMLRA to be located on a tract of land he owned 
east of Friendship, Indiana…and his goodwill that 
sustained it in those lean, infant WWII years (42 acres 
then; 548 acres now).  Jim took over the Friendship 
State Bank in 1957 and under his stewardship and 
that of his son, Jim Junior; the Friendship State Bank 
now has seven branch offices.  The Bear Creek Baptist 
Church was an early customer of the Friendship State 

Bank.  Jim was buried from that church on Friday, January 
11, 2019.  And, yes, that is the church on the first corner 
into town from the NMLRA Range.  It is the same church 
featured in a Saturday Evening Post article in 1941 showing 
Kentucky longrifles stacked against the church on Sunday 

Jim Lemon (right) receiving his 
NMLRA Black Powder Hall of 
Fame award from Chairman 
of the NMLRA Hall of Fame 
Committee, Thelbert Mings. 
Photo by Tom Schiffer
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We regret to report the 
deaths of these fellow 

members. The Association 
extends its condolences to 
their families and friends.

PAUL NELSON – FL
WILLIAM E ECKLEY – OH

JACK L FARMER – CA
J. W. LEMON – IN

PATRICK F HARTLESS – MT

WELDON CUMMINS – MT
ROBERT BOLICK – FL

DON WEST – IN
RONALD PAUZE – NY
FRED LEETH, II - OH

LastRelay

morning 
before the 
shooting 
started for 
the day.  
The article 
was in full 
color in a 
world that 
was mostly 

still black and white.  The title of the article?  Long Rifles and Short 
Sermons.  As a kid, Jim made “big money” at 25 cents an hour carrying 
a reflector board for photographer, Ivan D’mitri…a photographer 
nationally known for a Saturday Evening Post cover photo of the Statue 
of Liberty.  Jim’s mother did the cooking for the church ladies who fed 
our members back then.  This was before the ladies from the Farmer’s 
Retreat Lutheran Church took over that job for about a quarter century.  
Jim’s mother supplied money for many of the early tree-plantings on the 
NMLRA grounds.

Jim lived on the other side (west) of town from the range, and, like 
his father, farmed in the valley including renting some of NMLRA’s 
property for his corn crop.  In times when we had too much water…
and MUD…from spring rains, Jim was one of, if not the very first you 
would see with his farm tractor to lend a hand getting stuck members 
going.  How many dollars came from the Friendship bank to buy that 
gun you just “had to have” is not known…but I know of some!  Long 
time NMLRA member Doc Carlson, can tell you about that.   Jim, 
as a WWII veteran of the US Army Infantry (Battle of Mindanao in 
the Philippines) came home to be an active member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars in Friendship.  Where did they meet?  Our club house on 
the range, of course!  It was the VFW who bankrolled the paving of the 
club house floor and building the upstairs loft (now NMLRA’s Scoring 
Room) in the late 1940s…and supplied the tractor and driver which 
mowed our grass.

When I was elected NMLRA President in 1989, one of our “money 
men” then, Bill Reece, took me by the scruff of the neck to meet people 
I was too young to really know about.  I was only fifty back then.  The 
first one I met was Jim Lemon at the Friendship State Bank…an 

institution involved, as you have seen here, in much of our past and later 
on, our future.  Just ask later NMLRA President Marty Murphy about 
that!  Many years later when our (then) Living History Coordinator, 
Leslie Martin Conwell, decided it was past time to produce a history 
of the NMLRA, I was chosen.  One of the very first places I went was 
to James Wilkie Lemon Senior.  Jim is freely acknowledged in my 
book as one of the primary sources of information long forgotten by 
our membership.  It was gratifying to discover his mind was not only 
still sharp at age 90, but he was more than willing to cooperate in the 
project.  Indeed, he enjoyed it…as did I in working with him!

If you read my History of the NMLRA, you know that NMLRA 
and the Friendship Fire Dept have a long history.  For many years the 
Friendship Fire Dept parked their pumper/tanker on our property 
during the shoots to protect our campers…many open camp fires and 
flammable tentage.  When the fire department suffered the loss of a 
member in a false alarm run (not during a shoot), they also lost their 
pumper.  It was my honor to run a Fire Truck Shoot engineered by 
NMLRA Past President, Max Vickery…a battalion chief professional 
firefighter in Yorktown (Muncie), Indiana.  Monies raised helped replace 
the pumper.  Jim Lemon Senior was a forty year active member of the 
Friendship Fire Dept.

I did not know Jim as a shooter.  He shot on other ranges at Friendship 
than I frequented…namely the Shotgun Range.  And Jim was off 
the NMLRA Board before I was elected to it.  But I did know him as 
a person who lived pretty much the American Dream…a Norman 
Rockwell kind of guy…I have to suppose you are old enough to know 
who Norman Rockwell was!  Jim lived a life of public service…as 
he served the NMLRA.  The NMLRA maintains a roster of Hall of 
Fame members who have given well above and beyond what might be 
expected of a member, director, officer, staffer or committee chair.  Jim 
was inducted into the NMLRA Black Powder Hall of Fame in 2017.  
He garnered the respect and affection of the community he served 
and those he worked with.  He served his country in time of war, was 
an accomplished athlete, avid hunter and treasured member of the 
NMLRA.  He was buried in the Benham Cemetery with full military 
and Masonic honors…and my very best wishes.

Tom Schiffer    
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Jacob Doll was one of the lesser known York County gunsmiths. 
This was probably due to the fact that so few of his guns are 
known. Too, Joe Kindig Jr. did not include any of Doll's guns, 
nor comment on the Doll family and its work. In short, Jacob 
was noted from 1795 until 1836 in York boro. He then moved 
to Bottstown, York County, where he was engaged in farming 
and gunsmithing until his death in 1847.

Jacob was probably a son of Daniel Doll.1   Based on extant tax 
lists, Daniel was a gunsmith as early as 1777 in York boro; he 
was also listed on the tax enumeration of 1779 as a gunsmith.2   
Professor Kauffman listed Daniel Doll from 1790 until 1800, 
in York boro.3  Daniel  may have been a son of Henry Doll 
(1747- ), a veteran of the Pennsylvania Line in Captain Shade's 
Company of Colonel Stewart's brigade.4  There is no evidence 
that Henry was engaged in any smithing work.  Henry was a 
member of the First Pennsylvania Regiment in the Revolution 
and in 1818 was granted a pension.  He was then age 78, living 
in York.5 

On 11 June 1796, Jacob Doll bought a lot on Water St., York 
boro.6   In 1836 Doll sold his property in York boro to the York 
and Maryland Railroad for track right-of-way.7   He then moved 
to Bottstown, where he died.  His estate inventory showed a lot 
of gunsmith's tools valued at $5, suggesting that he was still 
active in his trade .8

Lewis Miller's famous Sketchbook covered people, places, and 
events in York County in and around the year 1800. Miller 
noted that there had been a gun barrel boring mill on the 
turnpike road leading to Baltimore, slightly over a mile from 
town. Naturally it was utilized by all of the area gunsmiths. In 
1800 it burned to the ground. Miller included a sketch of the 
conflagration in his notebook.9 

On 17 April 1801, Doll, with Conrad Welshans and Henry 
Pickel, received a contract for 1000 stands of Model 1795 

muskets for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, at a unit price 
of $11.10  In 1803, Doll, with Jacob Leather, Henry Pickel and 
Martin Fry, received a U.S. contract for 100 rifles.  The federal 
government wished to purchase 100 brass mounted rifles and 
100 rifles mounted with silver stars.  It is not clear which guns 
the four men made, but their contract was for 100 rifles.11   
Doll also participated in another federal contract, this for 
Indian trade guns, in 1806.12 

The Guns
As noted, it seems that signed, even unsigned but attributed, guns 
made by Jacob and Daniel Doll are uncommon. When I was 
preparing my book on York County gunsmiths I had considerable 
trouble locating any of their work. The first Doll rifle I found was a 
very plain, short barreled poacher's gun that one could easily hide 
under a great coat. I still have not seen a signed Daniel Doll firearm.

I have included the military contract rifle because it exhibits all the 
traits of an uncarved Pennsylvania long rifle. The patchbox is clearly 
York County in style and execution. In this it shares similarities with 
Virginia contract rifles of the same time period. Since the letter J was 
just coming into common usage c. 1800 when this gun was made 

By Jim WhiskerJacob Doll (1771-1847)

1  There are some who argue that Jacob and Daniel were brothers, both 
sons of Henry Doll.
2  George R. Prowell, History of York County Pennsylvania from the earliest 
period to the present time divided into general special township and borough 
histories with a biographical department appended, I: 277
3  Henry J. Kauffman, Early American Gunsmiths, p. 26
4  Militia Lists in York County Historical Society
5  3 Pa Arch 23 at 519; 2 Pa Arch 10 at 221

6  York County Deed Book 2-L: 495
7  York County Deed Book 3-P: 184
8  York County Estates and Inventories, 1847-66
9  Lewis Miller, Sketchbook, published by the York County Historical Society, p. 127.
10  9 Pa Arch 3 at 1732
11  James Hicks, Notes on U. S. Ordnance, II:90-93
12  Hicks, II: 91, 93
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we note the use of I for Jacob's first name. One who wished to 
recreate a simple York gun could easily use this rifle as a guide.

The percussion long rifle sports a 46” long barrel and late York 
County architecture. It is marked simply J D on the top flat of 
the barrel.

The bold engraving on the patchbox lid is unique, used only by 
Jacob Doll. The sidearms are as simple as we would find on any 
four-piece patchbox. One might rather expect them on a military, 
not civilian, rifle.

The sideplate is distinctive, but ever so simple in style. There is the 
typical York style cross-hatching or checkering at the wrist. The 
escutcheons up the long fore-end are again simple in style.     

Hawken   Rifle
Exhibit

Hawken Rifle Exhibit and Seminar
NMLRA Education Building, Friendship, IN 47021
Exhibit: June 8th and 9th, 2019  •  9:00am - 5:00pm

Seminar: June 8th •  7:00pm

Exhibitors: Bob Woodfill and Mark Brier

• Exhibit of  Hawken rifle evolution from 1822 flintlock 
   to 1870 Trapdoor
• Several original Hawken rifles are scheduled 
   to be exhibited
• Exhibit of  Tom Dawson Hawken and Flintlock Rifles
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44th Annual AOLRC Marietta Exhibit
APRIL 6TH & 7TH, 2019

Saturday, 9:00am - 5:00pm • Sunday, 9:00am - 3:00pm
Lafayette Hotel, 101 Front Street, Marietta, OH 45750, (800-331-9336)

Adults $5 • Children Free
The Association of Ohio Long Rifle Collectors (AOLRC) is presenting their 44th Annual Marietta 
Exhibit. This is an educational exhibit by private collectors from all across Ohio featuring 
approximately 400 of the finest Ohio made muzzle loading rifles in existence. The main purpose 
of this exhibit is to provide education to the public about early Ohio Long Rifles, their purpose, 
historical value and the gunsmiths who made them. Please come and take a look at real Ohio history!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.NMLRA.org

FOR A LIST OF EVENTS, REGISTRATION, 
NMLRA MERCHANDISE, & MORE!
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You’re always informed
when you read

KEEP INFORMED
• TheGunMag is a unique monthly print 
magazine for gunowners who are serious 
about their gun rights as well as their 
shooting, and a reliable gun information 
website: www.thegunmag.com.

• Authoritative briefings on state, federal 
and international legislation and litiga-
tion are updated constantly.

• Plus industry news reports, new product 
test reports and shooting sports news in 
every issue.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
Second Amendment Foundation
PO Box 35, Buffalo, NY 14205
Phone: 716-885-6408
Online: thegunmag.com 

TRY US FREE 
ON OUR WEBSITE

Visit 24/7 at
THEGUNMAG.COM

$3.95 on newsstands
Subscribe and SAVE

almost 50%
$25 a year (12 issues)

$45 for 2 years (24 issues)

French Amber Gun Flints
The Traditional Flints

of the 18th Century
Still considered the best available
Size: 1/2, 5/8, 3/4, 7/8, and 1"

From $24 to $27 per doz.
Plus $9 minimum postage

Heritage Products
1828 Redman Road, Dept. MB

St. Louis, MO 63138
314-741-7592

www.heritage-products.com
Now accepting credit cards

Call
(812) 667-5131

to advertise in our  
classified ads section
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Gun maker's
By Dick Miller and Benjaman Quearry, New Chairman of Gun Maker's Hall

Winter has yet to fully assert itself up here in Michigan, but 
I have to write something for the readers of this publication.  
Gun Maker's Hall is getting our 2019 drawing together and 
we need everyone to know what we have planned.  Most 
of you probably know by now that I have to give up the 
Chairmanship of the Hall due to health issues of both myself 
and my wife.  This fact was driven home this past fall when 
I was not able to attend the September shoot due to my wife 
having a disabling broken bone.  Two surgeries were required 
to repair the problem. The rehabilitation has taken until 
now to bring my wife to near normal.  A lot of therapy is 
still required to complete the recovery. Given my own issues 
and those of the wife, it has been determined that I must 
step down. I am simply not able to attend an 
entire shoot anymore; I feel that a 
chairman needs to be on hand for 
the entire shoot.  

I do take a measure of pride in 
keeping Gun Maker's Hall a 
successful part of the NMLRA.  
With the support of numerous 
individuals, we have raised a lot of 
money for the Association.  We are 
patrons of the Scholarship Foundation 
and have sponsored some improvements and repairs on the 
grounds.  Without the membership participating in our 
drawings, none of this would have been possible.  Since I 
became chairman 16 years ago, a number of our "regulars" 
have passed on.  This has made it increasingly difficult to 
keep our venue fresh and interesting to the guests who stop 

in to see what we are doing. There are certainly fewer 
individuals to monitor the displays we have in the 
building.  Without these people, the Hall cannot 
be kept open.  For the most part we have been 
open the entire shoot. This requires monitors 

and it is always nice to see new people take a shift.  
Our main man, Bob Clapp probably would like to 
take fewer shifts.

The activities under the pavilion and back porch have 
become one of our main attractions.  At this time we 
have a core of regulars who ply their skills to educate 
and entertain the guests.  I have grown to depend on 
the likes of Bill Hoover and his band of craftspeople 
that ream and rifle gun barrels.  Many of our Hall 
projects began with barrels hand rifled under the 
pavilion.  We have the likes of Dennis Priddy, our highly 

skilled gun maker, who usually is demonstrating the art of 
engraving.  Larry Horrigan is convincing many that if it ain't 
French, it ain't nothin'.  Yes, he is the go-to guy regarding the 
art of French gun making in the 1650 to 1780 period.  We 
now have Dennis Eger and Ben Quearry working on their 
projects.  Dennis does a lot of gun repair for the trade, and 
Ben is becoming an expert in the area of 
the Southern iron mounted rifle.  It will 
be Mr. Quearry who takes over the 
Chairmanship of Gunmaker's 
Hall sometime 
between 

now and the June shoot.  I certainly do not plan to 
disappear; I just have to reduce my obligations.

For the time being, the pavilion will remain a hub of activity 
with gun making going on at each shoot.  I certainly plan to 
be there, just not as long.  For the foreseeable future I plan to 
be at the shoots until Wednesday or Thursday, depending on 
circumstances. 

As for the Gun Maker's Hall Drawing for 2019, our main 
prize will be a flintlock rifle by Mike McHugh.  He has built 
rifles for the Hall before.  I do not have any details as to what 
he has built at this time except that the barrel was rifled by 
Bill Hoover and his entourage.  More information on Mike's 
rifle will be provided as soon as it becomes available.  Our 
"incentive" rifle is being built by Ben Quearry and it also has 
a barrel rifled by Hoover.  The stock is a piece of white oak 
provided by yours truly.  I cut it out of a large oak crotch left 
by a crew harvesting logs for furniture. Mr. Quearry has made 
all the iron hardware including the set triggers.  From what I 
know of his work, this will be a fine incentive for you to get 
involved in our drawing at the $50 level.

At his point, the very end of 2018, I do not know about our 
other prizes for the September drawing.  The drawing will 
be held the final Saturday of the shoot on the back porch of 
Gunmaker's Hall.  At this time I must plead for craft people 
to step forward and offer handmade items for the drawing.  
We want to maintain our tradition of at least three prizes in 
each portion of our giveaway drawing.  If you want to offer 
something, you may send it to the NMLRA office. We really 

Walking Stick donated by  Bob Schlegel

Mike McHugh Rifle

26 MuzzleBlasts



Hall Report

have no restrictions on what a prize has to be.  Past drawings 
have had knives, powder horns, unique art, shooting bags, 
and other items as prizes.  This drawing was originally 
conceived to help the Hall raise funds for its activities.  
The drawing has evolved such that we have sponsored 
scholarships, made needed repairs to the facilities, and made 
possible the purchase of items needed by the Association.  
This drawing dates from 1993 and has made the Hall one of 
the more successful venues within the NMLRA.  I hope to 
see it remain just that.  

The schedule of ticket prices for the drawing will remain the 
same as last year:  one ticket for $5, three tickets for $10, 
eight tickets for $20, and twenty-five tickets for $50.  Those 
who subscribe to the $50 option will have their tickets held 
separate and entered into the "incentive" raffle with the 
Ben Quearry rifle being the big prize.  After this drawing, 
all tickets will be brought together for the main drawing 
featuring Mike McHugh's rifle as the main prize.  Each 
portion of the drawing will include whatever other items that 
have been donated.  

I want to encourage all of you who read this to help the 
NMLRA and Gunmaker's Hall by subscribing to our 
drawing and purchasing as many chances as you can.  You 
may copy tickets printed in the magazine, but do not 
change the size.  You may cut out the tickets printed in the 
magazine, but please trim them to size.  You also may buy 
them at the June and September Shoots.  Tickets will be 
printed beginning the month this article appears and each 
month until the September issue.  Send your tickets and 
money to the NMLRA. PO Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021.  
You could win one of two custom flintlock rifles or any of 
the other custom items provided to our drawing.  We would 
appreciate your support!  This drawing is not valid where 
prohibited by law.

Here's to everyone having a Happy New Year.  I certainly 
hope to see a lot of you at the June shoot.  If you made 
a muzzle loading gun and want to display it, bring it to 
Gunmaker's hall.  We have display racks for long guns and 
pistols.  We also have room for handmade accessories that 
you are proud to show off.  We also offer space for you to 
sell custom made items, but cannot act as agents in their 
sale.  You must provide contact information for interested 
potential buyers.  All display items must be removed by 
noon on the second Saturday of the shoot.

Finally, I would like to thank the parts vendors who have 
provided parts for the guns being given away in our drawings 
both now and in the past.  Tim Tressell of the R.E. Davis 
Company provides set triggers for those artists who want to 
use them.  Pecatonica River Long Rifle Supply provides brass 
castings; Jim Chambers Flintlocks provides the flint locks.  

Bill Hoover has provided rifling service for many of the barrel 
blanks that came from the Rice Barrel Company.  I would 
like to strongly suggest that you consider these vendors when 
you are planning your next project.  

Please welcome Ben Quearry as the next Chairman of 
Gunmaker's Hall.  If it is feasible, he may provide a few lines 
for this report.  It has been great being the Chairman of the 
Hall for the last 16 years."

Sincerely,
Dick Miller

Greetings from Indiana, 

I hope this finds you doing well. I’m Benjaman Quearry, 
I’ll be taking over as Chairman of the Gunmaker’s Hall 

p p p p p

Mike McHugh Rifle

Handmade quilt by Nancy Thelen
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Committee from Dick Miller. I’d like to thank everyone for 
the opportunity to become the new Chairman. It’s a real 
honor for me. I’m especially thankful to Dick for helping 
me get up to speed before the June shoot. Dick has been 
the Chairman for 16 years and has done an amazing job 
every one of those years. He set the bar pretty high, but I 
will do my best to carry on the tradition of Gun Maker’s 
Hall. As Dick jokes; “We are moving from the wheel lock 
administration to the flintlock administration at the Hall”.

I am finishing up the 2019 incentive gun and thought you 
might want to learn a little about it. The rifle is an interesting 
gun; it is a reproduction an eastern Tennessee style Bean rifle 
that was restocked by Hacker Martin. Hacker is mentioned 
in the Foxfire series of books. Ron Borron loaned me the 
original gun to copy. Ron has a letter from Garnett Powell 
giving some history of the gun;

Dear Ron, 

Hacker Martin told me this gun was an original 
Bean rifle. He restocked it from wood of the “Boone” 
tree after it blew down in a storm. This was done in 
Hacker’s shop at Gray Station Tennessee. He sold it to 
Jim Moran in the 1940’s. Hacker gave me this info 
from his record book he kept from the Tennessee years. 
The wood is beech.

Best Regards, Garnett Powell

A Boone tree was a tree that Daniel Boone carved his 
name into as he explored. Ron has drawings that have the 
lettering as it appeared on that tree along with the above 
text from Garnett’s letter. For the gun I am making, as Dick 
mentioned, Rice made the barrel and Bill Hoover rifled it by 
hand with the machine be brings to Friendship. It has a gain 
twist and Bill assures me it will be a tack driver. Dick gave me 
that beautiful white oak blank; unique for a gun stock. Jim 
Chambers gave me one of his Late Ketland flintlocks. I hand 
forged the butt plate and trigger guard at the pavilion behind 
the Hall during the June 2018 shoot, the set triggers, muzzle 
cap, entry cap and the rest of the hardware were made during 
the fall 2018 shoot. I made all the parts but the barrel and 
lock, I even made each screw in the gun. This may be the first 
time so much of an incentive gun was made at Friendship 
during the spring and fall shoots. There are tickets in this 
issue of Muzzle Blasts that you can purchase and mail in for a 
chance to win this rifle. Tickets will also be available for sale 
at Gun Maker’s Hall during the spring and fall shoots. Please 
stop by the Hall to see this gun, the other fine prizes and buy 
some tickets.

I would also like to say that this is a time for everyone to 
step forward and support the National Muzzle Loading Rifle 
Association. Gun Maker’s Hall wants to help, but we need 
you to buy tickets. We are working to make our range and 
grounds a world class shooting facility. We already offer some 
of the best shooting and one of the finest ranges in the world, 

but some of our facilities are lacking and need our help. The 
work weekend at the Walter Cline Range is coming up and 
we sure could use your help. I’ll be there. Buying tickets is 
something we can all do too. You will get a chance to win 
handmade items by some of the best artisans in the muzzle 
loading community, you will help the NMLRA, and you feel 
better about the world in general.

One last thing I’d like to say before I sign off; the Gun 
Maker’s Match is going to be Sunday June 9th during the 
Spring Shoot at the Walter Cline Range. If you made the 
gun you are shooting, you can enter the match. This match 
has, sadly, had fewer shooters in the last few years. I don’t 
want this match to die on the vine. Everyone who shoots it 
has a lot of fun. To encourage more shooters this year there 
will be refreshments at Gun Maker’s Hall after the match. 
To really liven up the competition I’m personally putting 
up a Damascus knife for the winner of the match. We may 
be having live music at the Hall that evening too. Look to 
upcoming Muzzle Blasts for more information.

I’ll see you at the Hall.
Benjaman Quearry   

Gunmaking and Sport Shooting

Now 
Available!

New English Translations of 
Three Rare European Treatises:

• Manual on the Fabrication of Military Small Arms by Major Cotty
• The Gun Expert by J.W. Roux

• The Treasury of the Shotgun by an Association of Hunters
These manuals - from France, Germany, and Spain - span more than 

half 
practices used in the past, and into state-of-the-art manufacturing 

before the advent of parts standardization and mass production.

$35.00
+ Tax & S&H

To order call 
(812) 667-5131

or visit us online at:
www.nmlra.org
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Send them with your remittance to the NMLRA office, PO Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021. 
Suggested donation* amounts: one ticket for $5, three tickets for $10, eight tickets for $20 or 25 tickets for $50.

*No contribution required for entry. A contribution will not improve your chances of winning a prize. To receive an entry without making a donation, contact the NMLRA Office.
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When I was in high school, there was a guy that would just 
as soon beat you up as look at you. It turned out there was 
only one thing he liked better than to put a whipping on an 
underclassman, and that was to talk about his favorite band 
– the Boomtown Rats. My friends and I quickly learned to 
develop an appreciation for music. 

I and hadn't thought about him or the Boomtown Rats for a 
couple of decades, but out in the fields near Crane, Ore., he 
sprung to mind. 

I carried a 32-caliber muzzleloader and stoked it with round 
balls I'd helped to melt and mold. All around me, the rimfire 
rifles and small-bore centerfires spoke. 

We were ankle deep in alfalfa, the ground beneath us tunneled 
and heaped. Beneath our boots was a major metropolis of 
vermin. Above the ground it was boom town. 

I slid the long, slender rifle out of its red, fringed flannel rug 
and measured 30 grains of black powder into the barrel. Then 
I greased a patch, started the round ball and tamped it home 
with the ramrod. I pinched a No. 11 cap and slid it on under 
the hammer. 

Shooting open sights, I'd have to be close. 

We were on fields planted to alfalfa and orchard grass, 
on property leased for the hunting rights to Diamond A 
Outfitters. On this day, Nikki Aamodt had paired me with 
guide Seth Franklin. They call him the Rat Squeaker. He 
mimics many of the calls of the Belding's ground squirrel, that 

plague-carrier we like to call the sage rat. 

He learned to call because a Sunday School teacher gave him 
a little plastic birdie whistle. "When I filled the whistle with 
water, it sounded like a squirrel," Franklin said. 

With his whistle, little Seth Franklin found he could squeak 
sage rats out of their holes and pop them with a BB gun. And 
when he lost the whistle, he learned to make the rat sounds 
with his mouth. 

"I learned it was something I could do when I could just see 
the top of a head and wanted him to show himself," he said.

Anyone paying attention soon learns that sage rats make a 
number of different noises. 

"The babies kind of chirp at each other," Franklin said. That's 
one kind of call. It's a motherless juvenile whistle, a one-note 
kind of chirp." 

Another sound is the disgruntled mother's insistent chirping - 
a series of six chirps. 

The babies start to show in mid-to-late April. When the babies 
are wrestling, they make a smooching sound, which is also the 
sound the adults use, calling to each other during the mating 
season. 

"The rat-in-distress sound," Franklin said, "I make with a lip 
squeak. The stuttered warning whistle, I make with six or more 
chirps in series. 

Boomtown Rats

A 32-caliber Traditions proved 
the undoing of many sage rats 

on the fields near Crane last 
spring. Photo by Gary Lewis

By Gary Lewis
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Franklin tries to coax the 
females out by appealing 
to their maternal 
instincts. "If you can 
coax them out with the 
sound of lost juveniles or 
a deadbeat dad coming 
with the child support 
check, you can get a 
shot." 

These are sounds that 
can be heard anytime 
between March and June 
in the fields of eastern 
Oregon. 

With my muzzleloader 
and my possibles bag 
along for fast reloads, 
Franklin and I walked 
away from the shooting 
platform in the long 
grass. 

A rat popped up from 

one hole and scampered down another. I looked at Franklin 
and saw him purse his lips. He gave a quick, one-note chirp 
and the rat popped back up and exposed its head. I found the 
blade front sight in the notch of the rear, clicked the trigger 
and stroked the set trigger. 

Boom. 

Franklin figured it was a lucky shot. "Prove it," he said. I 
proved it. Over and over.

We made a pretty good team. Franklin squeaking up rats and 
me putting them down for good. For the good of farm crops, 
alfalfa prices and the price of beef. 

When the wind picked up, I held "Kentucky windage" and 
shot them. Ask Franklin. I didn't miss. But it was time to quit 
before I did.

Shooting a muzzleloader is not the fastest way to clean up 
boomtown rats, but it is good for a hunter's familiarity with a 
rifle. 

Learn to mimic a sage rat's squeaks and find your rhythm with 
the muzzleloader. With a little practice a hunter should be able 
to load and fire two or three aimed shots per minute. 

As music goes, it's not bad. And with a small-bore rifle, you 
won't get beat up.  

• • • •

To order a signed copy of the new Hunting Oregon, 
send $24.80 (includes S&H) to 

Gary Lewis Outdoors, PO Box 1364, 
Bend, OR 97709 or visit 

www.GaryLewisOutdoors.com
A 32-caliber Traditions proved the undoing of many sage rats 
on the fields near Crane last spring. Photo by Gary Lewis

Seth Franklin a.k.a. The Rat 
Squeaker demonstrates 

his ability to coax vermin 
up from their holes at close 
range. Franklin learned this 
skill thanks to a whistle he 
got at Sunday School when 

he was a kid. 
Photo by Gary LewisBy Gary Lewis
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veteranarms.com
Veteran Arms – “is a Georgia based company whose 
mission is to provide unique and affordable reproduction 
arms and accessories from the muzzleloading period. The 
folks at Veteran Arms, LLC have been actively involved in the 
re-enacting community for over twenty-five years and look 
forward to serving the hobby for years to come.”

rccbrass.com
RCC Brass – “The problem a lot of people have is finding 
quality brass for the caliber they shoot. We manufacture 
high quality brass for Bench Rest, Custom, Everlasting, 
Paper Patch, Precision, Vintage and Wildcat cartridges. 
All cartridges are made to SAAMI tolerances or tolerances 
provided to us. We can manufacture brass cartridges for any 
firearm, and if you are seeking quality products made in the 
USA, then you are at the right place.”

castpics.net/dpl/index.php/the-library/
moulds/282-lee-menting-a-mold
“Lee”-Menting a Mold – Are you having issues with a bullet 
mold? This article goes over how to make a mold cast a good 
bullet every time.

longrangebpcr.com
Long Range Black Powder Cartridge Rifles -- Welcome to 
LongRangeBPCR.com. We want this web site to serve as 
a resource for both the new and experienced shooter who 
is interested in competing in Long Range BPCR events 
(800, 900, and 1,000 yards). We have provided tips on 
bullet casting, factors affecting accuracy, spotting, load 
development, match preparation, equipment, and much 
more.

westernersoutfitter.com
Wes Turners Outfitters -- We Specialize in Historical Sewing 
Patterns From 1780 - The Early 1900's, Victorian & Old 
West Clothing Accessories, Victorian Era Gifts, Wedding 
Accessories, Home Entertaining & Decorating Items, Books 
on 19th Century Fashion, Lifestyle & Collectable's.

 recollections.biz
Recollections -- You are inspired by history. 

You are a romantic at heart. You love the look 
of days gone by. We've been serving your 

historical clothing needs since 1981. Our history-
inspired fashions are found at special events, museums, 
amusement parks, reenactments and Old West 
marksmanship competitions, living history programs, 
on stage, television, and in the movies. While we 
specialize in Victorian (including Civil War, Old West 
and Pioneer) and Edwardian era designs, we have a wide 
variety of styles from the Revolutionary War/Georgian 
and Regency eras. 

trulyvictorian.net
Truly Victorian Sewing Patterns – The name says it all. 
Shop here for men’s and women’s clothing patterns.

parkerfirearms.com
Calvary Longrifles – If you are interested in purchasing 
a great looking rifle, having a firearm restored, taking 
classes, or watch how-to videos, I recommend checking out 
this site. The videos are free.

newyorkstatemuzzleloadersassn.com/affiliated-clubs.
html
New York State Muzzle Loader Association -- Do you 
live in or near New York and need a place to shoot and 
compete in black powder events? This site has a long 
listing of New York clubs.

manisteemuzzleloaders.org
Manistee Muzzleloaders – Manistee, Michigan is the 
home of this club. Along with other shooting events, 
the Muzzleloading Group shoots on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month beginning in April and continue 
till mid-September. 

Have something to share? If you find an interesting website related to muzzleloading or muzzleloading 
accoutrements, send me a message at alanjamesgarbers@yahoo.com and I’ll check it out.

 Alan Garbers 
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Join 
the 

NMLRA
r Sign me up! Here is my annual 
membership fee of $50.00 ($65.00 in 
U.S. funds for mailing addresses outside 
the United States). Send me the monthly 
membership magazine Muzzle Blasts, and 
full NMLRA membership credentials. 

r Sign me up for a Digital Membership! 
Here is my annual digital membership 
fee of $35.00. Send me the monthly 
membership magazine Muzzle Blasts 
digitally and full NMLRA membership 
credentials.

Mail to: NMLRA Membership Dept., 
PO Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021

OR call 812.667.5131
Sign up online at: www.nmlra.org

E-mail: lparks@nmlra.org 
for more information.

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

E-mail

r Payment Enclosed (Check or Money Order)

Charge To:  r Visa   r Master Card   r Discover

Card Number

Expiration                     3 Digit V-Code

Signature

Daytime Phone #
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By the time you read this winter will 
be winding down. Your preparation for 
your big shoot, for sure won’t be winding 
down. Hopefully this winter you have been 
plotting and scheming and just getting ready. 
Now you’ll be ready to get down to business…. 
physical setup. As the countdown begins you’ll be 
scheduling work bees to start the process of sprucing 
the place up. Fixing things and setting your plans into 
action. Let’s continue with a checklist of what’s next. 

1. Mowing and trimming. This is a chore that is a 
continuing process. Start early in the season and keep 
things up. It’s not only easier to keep things trimmed 
on a regular basis but looks better than  last minute 
hay field cutting. Any way you do it, make sure it’s 
done in the last days before the shoot.

2. Picnic Tables. Set up an area for shooters to have 
lunch and sit at during your awards ceremonies at the 
end of the shoot.

3. Set up a station for registration and target sales.

4. Set up tables for a food sales concession area. 

5. Match Display Board. This board will be set up 
to display match targets and aggs available to shoot 
during this event. This is also a good place to put 
rules as well as any deviations from NMLRA rules 
that will be followed. This board in effect is our 
program.

6. Score Sheet. During the shoot, the competitors 
have to be able to check out their scores and how they 
have been shooting. This board is most important 
to many competitors. The club may also receive a 
side benefit from this board, as some shooters will 

watch their standings and if their scores 
are surpassed, they may be inclined to 
buy reentries until they feel they are in the 

running for their desired scoring outcome. 
I’ve seen a good many re-entries bought just 

so they can take the number one spot. An extra 
something to keep in mind would be to make sure 
you have a back up copy of the scores displayed.

7. Porta- Johns. Should these be needed, have them 
ordered and delivered early enough that if they 
don’t show when you want them you can avoid 
the “Mayday” by having extra time to make the 
phone call and have them there in time for use. 
If you are lucky enough to have facilities a little 
more permanent, don’t forget to have the necessary 
supplies in place. Don’t forget to have plungers and 
the like available, as these facilities will receive heavy 
use. Having the personnel available to take care of 
these kinds of needs is a must.  

8. Water. It’s best to have a supply of potable water 
available to all. We use a tank on wheels, which must 
be prepared for safe water as well as filled for use 
at our shoot.  Keep in mind if you have plenty of 
campers this water will be heavily used and you may 
want to have someone appointed to make sure that 
it is refilled when needed. While we’re talking about 
water make sure that your workers are supplied with 
plenty of drinking water to stay hydrated, while on 
duty.

9. Knife and Hawk Block. Knife and hawk at 
our shoot is sometimes an event all of its own or 
sometimes a part of another match, such as your 
primitive matches. Kids will spend their whole day 
and or evening throwing. They love ‘em.  For a safe 

By Doug Zaffino

CHATTER
Charter Club

By Doug Zaffino
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setting, having an area off to the side or away from 
the shooting is preferable. Be mindful that hawks 
and knives have a tendency to travel a fair distance 
beyond or around the intended target (block).  Of 
course you don’t want to be shooting at them either. 
Remember they are out of your hair keeping them 
busy constructively. 

10. The days immediately before the shoot, we will set 
up our Trail, Mountain Man, and trade gun matches. 
While we’re at it we’ll put up our target backers as well 
as any fences or barriers needed. This takes quite a few 
volunteers so plan ahead as getting the number you 
need at the last minute can at times be tough.

11. Directional Signs. At least 2 days prior to the early 
camp set up date, signs showing the way to your area 
should be placed. At our shoot, our camping area is 
off site so we need to have directing signs to both our 
camping site as well as the area of shooting competition. 
Be generous with your signs as those pulling campers 
have a tough time backing up after realizing they didn’t 
make a turn necessary to get to your area. Ask me how I 
know. 

12. Tie Breakers. On individual paper matches, ties are 
usually broken by the wide shot. Most of these matters 
are taken care of on a designated or separate target. 
Sometimes a bull on one of the targets or target will be 

the tie breaker. On primitive matches (Trails, Mountain 
Man, Trade Gun etc.)  Ties are broken by shooting a 
single shot on an individual target at 25yds. All shooters 
shooting a primitive match will be given a tie breaker 
target at registration as a part of their match package. 
Ties on an Aggregate will be broken by one of the pre-
determined targets in the Agg. These tie breaker targets 
are noted on the program display board. This is the way 
we do it at our club. Your club certainly may settle ties 
in other ways. Make sure you plan and execute, as well 
as make sure everyone knows how you will be doing 
things.

13. While you sit around all winter, remember your 
past shoots as well as other shoots you have attended 
in the past. Lots of ideas. This is where you’ll suddenly 
remember little details that you may want to include. It 
takes a lot of heads, so put them together and scratch.

Well my part of this shoot, event, rendezvous or 
whatever you call your event series has come to an 
end; for this magazine anyway. I want to thank Les 
Davidson for his checklist. You may now see why our 
shoot runs so smooth.  He’s got it all figured out and 
on paper, spends a lot of time through the winter 
thinking and doing. Les, often I wonder, what would 
we do without you? If you run across Les at a shoot or 
Friendship give him a hello and a thank you. We’ll talk 
next month.  
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March

March 29, 2019
Miami / NMLRA 22 Silhouette Match
For information call jim Davis, (812) 371-5264, 
jim2430d@comcast.net

March 30 & 31, 2019
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact the 
office at (812) 667-5131 for more information.

april

april 5, 6 & 7, 2019
NMLRA Work Weekend. Walter Cline Rance, 
Friendship, IN. Contact the office at (812) 667-
5131 to volunteer.

april 12, 2019
Miami / NMLRA 22 Silhouette Match
For information call jim Davis, (812) 371-5264, 
jim2430d@comcast.net 

april 13 & 14, 2019
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact the 
office at (812) 667-5131 for more information.

april 18, 19, & 20, 2019
Pistol Match; Contact: Russ Combs, 
(317) 839-8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net; 
Lou Helsel (513) 724-1207, lhbowl@fuse.net 
or lhelsel@fuse.net.

april 26, 27 & 28, 2019
Ladies Friendship Circle Rendezvous; 
Contact: Marcia Kellam (812) 581-8971, 
makellam@hotmail.com; Annie Guthrie (513) 604-7313.

april 27 & 28, 2019
NMLRA National Women's Weekend. Contact: 
Joe-D Baxter, (812) 344-0690, jbaxter87@gmail.com.

april 29 - May 3, 2019
Engraving Class by John Schippers; NMLRA 
Education Building; Contact: NMLRA Office 
(812) 667-5131, www.nmlra.org.

May

May 4, 2019
Offhand Fun Shoot; Contact: Mike Weissmann 
(513) 382-1013, sodgpa@fuse.net; Steve Chapman 
(260) 347-2573, chapmansk40@yahoo.com.

May 5, 2019
NMLRA 22 Fun Shoot; Contact: Mike 
Weissmann (513) 382-1013, sodgpa@fuse.net.

May 10, 2019
NMLRA M5; Contact: Bob Wetzler 
(812) 689-6629, rbrtwtzlr@aol.com

May 11, 2019
NMLRA Inline Hunter Muzzleloading 
Match; Contact: Bob Wetzler (812) 689-6629, 
rbrtwtzlr@yahoo.com; Dan Thomas (812) 212-
0954,dht1000@yahoo.com.

May 17, 2019
Miami / NMLRA 22 Silhouette Match
For information call jim Davis, (812) 371-5264, 
jim2430d@comcast.net

May 17, 18 & 19, 2019
Pistol Match (May 19th is the Pistol Wiener 
World Championship); Contact: Russ Combs (317) 
839-8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net; Lou Helsel (513) 
724-1207, lhbowl@fuse.net or lhelsel@fuse.net.

May 18 & 19, 2019
NMLRA/NRA Regional Long-Range Black Powder 
Cartridge Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact 
the office at (812) 667-5131 for more information.

June

June 8-16, 2019
NMLRA Spring National Shoot; 
Contact: NMLRA Office (812) 667-5131, 
nmlra@nmlra.org, www.nmlra.org

June 21, 2019
Miami / NMLRA 22 Silhouette Match
For information call jim Davis, (812) 371-5264, 
jim2430d@comcast.net

June 22 & 23, 2019
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge Knock-
down Silhouette Match; Contact the office at 
(812) 667-5131 for more information.

July

July 13 & 14, 2019
NMLRA Youth Shoot; Contact: Jeff or Kristy Nunn 
(317) 862-1604; knunn1604@fontier.com.

July 19, 2019
Miami / NMLRA 22 Silhouette Match
For information call jim Davis, (812) 371-5264, 
jim2430d@comcast.net

July 19, 20 & 21, 2019
Pistol Match; Contact: Russ Combs (317) 839-
8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net; Lou Helsel (513) 
724-1207, lhbowl@fuse.net or lhelsel@fuse.net.

July 20 & 21, 2019
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge Knock-
down Silhouette Match; Contact the office at 
(812) 667-5131 for more information.

august

august 3 & 4, 2019
.22 Long Range Silhouette Match. Contact: 
Russ Roeder, 22longrange@gmail.com

august 10 & 11, 2019
National Family Fun Shoot; Contact: Bob Weaver 
(574) 876-1065, bweaver@anchorconstruction.com, 
www.nmlra.org.

august 16, 2019
Miami / NMLRA 22 Silhouette Match
For information call jim Davis, (812) 371-5264, 
jim2430d@comcast.net

august 16, 17 & 18, 2019
Pistol Match; Contact: Russ Combs (317) 839-
8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net; Lou Helsel (513) 
724-1207, lhbowl@fuse.net or lhelsel@fuse.net.

august 17 & 18, 2019
NMLRA Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact the 
office at (812) 667-5131 for more information.

august 24, 2019
NMLRA 22 Fun Shoot; Contact: Mike Weiss-
mann (513) 382-1013, sodgpa@fuse.net.

septeMber

septeMber 14-22, 2019
NMLRA National Championship Shoot; Contact: 
NMLRA Office (812) 667-5131, nmlra@nmlra.org, 
www.nmlra.org.

septeMber 27, 2019
Miami / NMLRA 22 Silhouette Match
For information call jim Davis, (812) 371-5264, 
jim2430d@comcast.net

septeMber 28 & 29, 2019
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge Knock-
down Silhouette Match; Contact the office at 
(812) 667-5131 for more information.

OctOber

OctOber 4, 5 & 6, 2019
NMLRA Boy Scout Camporee; Contact: Doug 
Galbraith (513) 379-8963, djgnrg@aol.com, Register 
online at www.nmlra.org. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.

OctOber 18, 2019
Miami / NMLRA 22 Silhouette Match
For information call jim Davis, (812) 371-5264, 
jim2430d@comcast.net

OctOber 19 & 20, 2019
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge Knock-
down Silhouette Match; Contact the office at 
(812) 667-5131 for more information.

nOveMber

nOveMber 2, 2019
NMLRA Meat Shoot; Contact: "Mingo" Mings, 
(812) 546-5063, after 6:30 p.m.

nOveMber 8, 2019
Miami / NMLRA 22 Silhouette Match
For information call jim Davis, (812) 371-5264, 
jim2430d@comcast.net

nOveMber 9 & 10, 2019
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge Knock-
down Silhouette Match; Contact the office at 
(812) 667-5131 for more information.

The following is the basic information for sponsoring 
an event on the Walter Cline Range in Friendship, 
Indiana. To schedule an Alternate Range Use Event 

contact the NMLRA Office at (812) 667-5131.

Charges for NMLRA Members $5.00 for first day, $2.00 per day thereafter 
per registered participant. Camping fees are included for NMLRA members 

only. Insurance also included for NMLRA members. Charges for Non-
NMLRA Members $6.00 for first day, $3.00 per day thereafter per registered 

participant. Camping fees will be charged at the then-current rate. 
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As the gray jacketed soldiers pulled on the oars to propel their 
boat closer to the shore near Fort Erie, Upper Canada, Brigadier 
General Winfield Scott prepared to jump overboard. Enemy 
pickets quickly spotted the Americans and the early morning 
darkness came alive with the flash and crash of musketry. After 
testing the depth of the water with his sword, Scott splashed into 
the Niagara River attempting to lead his troops ashore. Before he 
could yell “follow me,” Scott quickly realized the water was too 
deep and began to sink. The men in his boat managed to get hold 
of him and hauled their waterlogged commander back aboard. 
Soaked but still alive, Scott and his men soon made their way 
ashore and drove off the British pickets. It was July 3, 1814 as the 
Left Division of the American Northern Army had slipped across 
the Niagara River for another invasion of Upper Canada.

The decision to invade the Niagara Peninsula of Upper Canada 
in the summer of 1814 had been decided with considerable 
confusion. President James Madison, the Secretary of War and 
others members of the cabinet had much to consider in planning 
the coming campaign. With the abdication of Napoleon in 
France, Britain would be sending large numbers of reinforcements 
to North America. Peace talks were imminent between the United 
States and Great Britain and it was important for the Americans 
to capture Canadian territory to use as bargaining chips. In the 
end it was decided that demonstrations by the American Right 

Division of the army would be made against Montreal, but 
the real push would be further west where the Left Division, 
commanded by the Major General Jacob Brown, would move 
against Burlington Bay and then later York (modern Toronto) 
and Kingston. Before Brown could move against his targets, 
Commodore Isaac Chauncey, the commander of the American 
fleet on Lake Ontario, had to take control of the lake. Until that 
happened the Secretary of War informed Brown to suspend his 
operations, but in the meantime he could capture Fort Erie and 
“seize the bridge at Chippeway and be governed by circumstances 
either in stopping there or going further.”1

While high command decided on an objective for the Left 
Division, many of its troops were being drilled by Scott who had 
set up a camp at Flint Hill, just west of Buffalo, New York. At 
28 Virginia born Scott was the youngest general in the American 
army. Originally commissioned as an artillery captain in 1808, 
Scott quickly rose in the ranks during the war proving himself to 
be an aggressive officer. Scott was also a disciplinarian whom he 
proved at Flint Hill where he attempted to improve the health of 
the troops by enforcing strict sanitary rules in camp and among 
the men such as having them bathe themselves three times a 
week. Scott also attempted to get better rations for the men as 
well as new equipment and uniforms. As it turned out the blue 
coatees that Scott’s men were to get were sent to Plattsburg, New 

Gray Jackets at Chippawa

1 Quoted in Donald E. Graves, Where Right and Glory Lead: The Battle of Lundy’s Lane, 1814, (Toronto: Robin Brass Studio, 1997), p. 22.

By Mike Phifer

The bridge over the Chippawa River over twenty 
years after the battle. (Library and Archives Canada)
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York for troops there and gray wool jackets or “roundabouts” 
arrived at Flint Hill. Scott didn’t care as long as the men were 
properly clothed. Discipline was also enforced and the men knew 
Scott meant business when four men were executed for desertion.

Although many of the men in the regular regiments at Flint Hill 
were veterans, they had trained under different manuals which 
made maneuvering together difficult. Scott 
now standardized the infantry drill using 
Alexander Smyth’s Regulations which was an 
abridged version of the 1791 French manual 
Reglement. For ten weeks the troops were 
drilled seven to ten hours a day, causing 
drummer Jarvis Hanks of the 11th Infantry 
to comment that they were “well acquainted 
with our business as soldiers and fit us for 
the contests which were expected during the 
summer in the enemy’s country.”2

As the weeks passed more troops arrived at 
Flint Hill which allowed the Left Division 
to be divided into two brigades. The 1st 
Brigade who sported the gray jackets was 
under Scott’s command, while the blue 
coateed 2nd  Brigade were commanded 
by Brigadier General Eleazar Ripley. Also 
arriving in camp were New York and 
Pennsylvania militia who would make up 
the 3rd Brigade, which also included allied 
Indians, mostly Seneca, and a small band of 
Upper Canadians fighting on the American side. This brigade was 
under the command Brigadier General Peter Porter of the New 
York militia.

Having successfully landed below Fort Erie, Scott was ordered by 
Brown to send his 25th Infantry Regiment 
under Major Thomas Jesup closer to the 
fort to prevent the British garrison from 
escaping. Meanwhile, Ripley’s Brigade still 
continued to come ashore above the fort as 
they were slowed due to a shortage of boats. 
Part of this brigade had come ashore with 
Scott and they were ordered to envelop 
the fort. As artillery was being positioned 
to open up on the fort a British officer 
appeared with a flag of truce in the early 
afternoon. The British commander of Fort 
Erie, whose garrison consisted of only a 
company of infantry and a detachment of 
gunners, officially surrendered at 5 p.m... 
As this was going on the Left Division’s 
dragoons, artillery and supply wagons still 
continued to cross the Niagara River.

Earlier in the day around 8 a.m. a messenger 
galloped into Fort George located on the 
west bank of the Niagara River near where 
it empties in Lake Ontario bringing word 
of the American invasion to the commander of the British Right 
Division, Major General Phineas Riall. Not wasting anytime, 
Riall quickly dispatched troops from the 1st Regiment to the 
small village of Chippawa, located along the Chippawa River. 
Here on the north bank of the river the British had constructed 

strong works to guard the key bridge over the waterway. Riall, 
meanwhile, alerted the rest of the division that was spread out 
over 30 miles along the Niagara frontier as well being partly 
posted at York and Burlington Bay. Then after word was sent out 
to the British Indian allies and local militia, Riall mounted up and 
rode off to Chippawa. 

Commanding at Chippawa was Colonel 
Thomas Pearson, a tough veteran British 
officer, who had also received word of the 
American landing near Fort Erie. He set out 
with the two flank companies of the 100th 
Regiment and about 200 native warriors to 
investigate. After determining the Americans 
had landed in large numbers and knowing 
he could do little with his force, he withdrew 
back to Chippawa.

The following morning the American troops 
in their camp near Fort Erie fired a volley 
in honor of it being July 4. Then late in the 
morning Brown ordered Scott to march for 
the Chippawa River. Setting out around 
noon with his brigade, two companies 
of artillery and a troop of light dragoons, 
Scott headed north along the River Road. 
Meanwhile, Brown remained in camp as the 
rest of the division’s artillery, wagons and 
supplies still continued to be ferried across 
the Niagara River, as well as Porter’s Brigade.

Four miles north of Fort Erie at Frenchman’s Creek, Scott’s 
brigade were greeted by British cannon and musket fire. Here 
Pearson had returned with two flank companies of the 100th 
Regiment and the light company of the 1st Regiment, as well two 

guns and a detachment of the 19th Light 
Dragoons.  Having torn up the planks on 
the bridge over the flooded creek, Pearson 
fell back and took up position at a bridge 
over Winterhoot’s Creek a few miles to the 
north.

Repairing the bridge at Frenchman’s Creek, 
Scott’s gray jackets pushed north only to 
repeat the process at Winterhoot’s Creek. 
This continued on for the rest of the day as 
Pearson’s redcoats skirmished with Scott’s 
men slowing down their advance by ripping 
up bridges. Finally at Street’s Creek, the last 
waterway before Chippawa River, a company 
of gray jackets of the 9th Infantry Regiment 
under Captain Turner Crooker saw a chance 
to capture the two retreating British guns. 
Wading across the river, the American troops 
moved quickly across an open field hoping 
to take the guns when suddenly they saw 
enemy dragoons thundering down on them. 
Crooker led his men to a farmhouse where 

they beat off the British horsemen. The two guns, meanwhile, 
made their escape. When the British troops were finally back 
across the Chippawa River, a section of the bridge was dropped. 
As an added precaution Riall had ordered the houses on the south 
side of the river torched to prevent the Americans from using 

2 Jarvis Hanks, “The Memoir of Drummer Jarvis Frary Hanks, 11th Infantry,” Soldiers of 1814: American Enlisted Men’s Memoirs of the Niagara Campaign, (Donald E Graves 
Editor), (Youngstown, NY: Old Fort Niagara Association, Inc., 1995), p. 31

Major General Jacob Brown (Library and 
Archives Canada)

Brigadier General Winfield Scott (Library 
and Archives Canada)
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them for cover.

It was getting dark when Scott’s brigade neared Chippawa and 
came under artillery fire. With rain now pounding down and 
no chances of capturing the partially disabled bridge, Scott fell 
back a couple of miles and camped for the night south of Street’s 
Creek. Here he was joined around 11 p.m. by Brown and the 2nd 
Brigade along with the artillery and supply wagons.

As the rain finally began to stop the 
next morning, scouting parties of Upper 
Canadian militiamen and native warriors 
slipped toward the American camp. They 
soon began skirmishing with American 
pickets which continued through the 
morning. After having scouted the 
American camp and mistakenly believed 
the bulk of the Left Division was still 
besieging Fort Erie, Riall decided to 
go on the offensive. Having received 
reinforcements bringing his strength up 
to about 2,000 men, Riall ordered his 
engineers to repair the bridge over the 
Chippawa River.

Brown also received reinforcements 
when part of Porter’s Brigade consisting 
of his native detachment and most 
of Colonel James Fenton’s 5th 
Pennsylvania Volunteers marched tiredly 
into camp. With the arrival of Porter, 
Brown’s force now numbered over 3,500 
men. Brown now ordered Porter to take 
his men and drive the enemy out of the 
thick woods located west and north west 
of camp.

Porter gave his worn out volunteers 
and warriors time to rest and eat before 
moving out into the woods. Captain 
Samuel White who was serving with 
Fenton’s Pennsylvanians recorded later 
that orders were issued for the white 
troops to leave behind their hats and 
“go uncovered.” This was to distinguish them from the Upper 
Canadians. The Indians, meanwhile, “tied up their heads with 
pieces of white muslin,” which would identify them from the 
warriors fighting on the British side.3

By about 3 p.m. Porter’s 300 Indian warriors entered the 
thick woods followed by his 200 Pennsylvanians formed up in 
skirmish order. They quickly drove back the outnumbered Upper 
Canadians and their native allies pursuing them to the edge of 
the woods south of the Chippawa River. By this time Riall had 
crossed over the repaired bridge and was deploying his troops. 
Pearson’s command consisting of the light companies of the 1st, 
8th and 100th Regiments, along with the 2nd Lincoln Regiment 
of Militia and a party of Indian warriors were in a field between 
the woods and the river.  They could hear the firing in the thick 
woods coming closer and soon warriors came bursting out yelling 
the “Yankees too strong! Too many!”4

Pearson quickly ordered the 2nd Lincoln Regiment and 
the Indians in his detachment into the woods to help their 
beleaguered comrades.  Bloody fighting raged in the woods as 
the Canadian and American militias along with their natives 
allies fought it out. The Lincoln’s had most of their officers killed 
or wounded, as did a number of chiefs and soon the Americans 
were starting to get the upper hand. Pearson ordered his light 
companies to the edge of the woods, and as soon as the Lincoln’s 

and warriors fell back behind them, 
they let loose three or four disciplined 
volleys. The Pennsylvanians and their 
native allies broke under the heavy fire 
and were racing back toward their camp 
followed by the Lincoln militia and 
British allied warriors. 

Brown, meanwhile, with his adjutant 
Colonel Charles Gardner and a couple 
of aides crossed Street’s Creek out onto 
the open fields to determine how Porter’s 
advance was progressing. This “plain” 
as it was sometimes referred to was 
bordered by the Niagara River on the 
east and the thick woods on the west 
where Porter and his men were now 
in full retreat. Hearing the disciplined 
musketry and seeing dust clouds from 
the direction of the Chippawa Bridge, 
Brown now determined the British were 
advancing.

Convinced an attack was imminent, 
Brown dispatched Gardner to order 
Scott to bring up his brigade along 
with Captain Nathan Towson’s artillery 
company. Gardner galloped back to 
camp and found Scott drilling his 
brigade. Believing he was going to aid 
Porter’s men, Scott was annoyed not 
believing there were more than a few 

hundred British regulars nearby as his 
vision was obscured by the brush and trees 
that lined Street’s Creek. With his roughly 
1,300 man brigade, Scott marched north 

toward the Street’s Creek Bridge. There he met Brown who 
hollered at him “You will have a battle!”5

Scott still wasn’t convinced the British were in force but soon 
changed his mind when enemy artillery rounds came crashing 
nearby into a farm north of the creek were pickets were posted. 
Brown galloped on to warn Ripley’s 2nd Brigade, while Scott led 
his gray jackets across Street’s Creek.

While Pearson’s force chased after Porter, Riall had moved is 
remaining 1,200 troops and deployed his redcoats on the north 
end of the plain. The 100th Regiment was deployed on the 
left, while the 1st Regiment held the right. The 8th Regiment, 
meanwhile, was positioned in reserve to the rear and on the right. 
Two 24-pounders and a howitzer were positioned on the British 
left flank which was now hammering away at Scott’s gray jackets. 
While on the right flank three six-pounders were posted.

3 Samuel White, A History of the American Troops during the Late War under Colonel Fenton, (Baltimore: Author, 1829) p. 14. 
4 Quoted in Donald E. Graves, Red Coats & Grey Jackets: The Battle of Chippawa 5 July, 1814, (Toronto: Dundurn Press Limited, 1994), p. 93.
5 Quoted in John S. Eisenhower, Agent of Destiny: The Life and Times of General Winfield Scott, (Norman: Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 1997), p. 83.

(From The Life of General Winfield Scott)
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Scott’s weeks of drilling now paid off as his 1st Brigade marched 
into battle in column formation under a withering artillery fire 
and deployed into position. The U.S. 9th and 22nd Infantry 
Regiments took up position west of the River Road which 
followed alongside the Niagara River. To their left was a company 
of the 21st Infantry Regiment of the 2nd Brigade. Further to 
their left formed the U.S. 11th Infantry Regiment, while Jesup’s 
25th Infantry Regiment was ordered by Scott to move further to 
the west to deal with the British light infantry positioned in the 
woods. Towson’s two six pounders and howitzer, meanwhile, took 
up position on Scott’s right flank.

Seeing the American troops in gray jackets, Riall thought they 
were militia until he watched them deploy. “Why these are 
regular!” he exclaimed. At around 4:30 p.m., he ordered the 1st 
and 100th Regiments to advance on the Americans in preparation 
to use their bayonets. The 8th Regiment was ordered to move 
against Jesup’s men.

Scott, meanwhile, rode along the front of his line encouraging 
his men to make July 5 a new anniversary. He then rode over 
to where Towson’s gun were positioned and told the artillery 
commander to direct his fire against the redcoats and not their 
artillery. The determined redcoats pushed on to within about 
65 yards of the American line when they were met with a lead 
storm as Scott’s men fired. Gaps were blown in the British line as 
Towson’s guns fired canister into their ranks.

The redcoats halted and returned fire. The battlefield now became 
clouded in smoke as both sides hammered away at each other 
with deafening musketry. Men dropped and the red and gray 
lines closed up ranks as both sides continued to blaze away in 
the late afternoon.  The British 24 pounders concentrated their 
fire on Towson’s guns knocking out the howitzer, while the two 
American guns continued to pound away at the British line.

While the fighting raged out on the plain, Brown returned to 
camp to find the 2nd Brigade formed up. Brown ordered Gardner 
to guide Ripley and the 21st Infantry Regiment across Street’s 
Creek upstream a piece and advance along the edge of the woods 
to be in position to attack Riall in the flank or rear. As it turned 
out their advance was slowed down by wading the creek and the 
thickness of the undergrowth in the woods causing them to miss 
attacking Riall. Three guns and howitzer, meanwhile, rolled onto 
the plain to aid Scott’s gray jackets.

Jesup’s Regiment fighting on the far left of the American line 
came under fire from the British light infantry companies 
sheltered behind a fence along the woods. The British guns on 
Riall’s right flank added to Jesup’s misery. Jesup quickly ordered 
his men to advance on the enemy’s light infantry, fire a few volleys 
and then charged them with the bayonet. The light infantry 
quickly fell back.

Leaving Captain Daniel Ketchum’s company to continue 
after them, Jesup now turned his attention to the British 8th 
Regiment. The Americans fired into the 8th Regiment’s flank 
causing them to fall back to a new position. Jesup kept up the 
pressure advancing his regiment and continued to fire in the 8th 
Regiment’s flank. The British regiment pulled back again, but this 
time Jesup did not follow as he ordered his men to aid Ketchum 
who was being counterattacked by the enemy’s light infantry.

The slugfest, meanwhile, continued to rage out on the plain 
with the British getting the worse of it. After about 25 minutes 

of trading volleys and death with the 1st Brigade, Riall’s troops 
began to waver, and the British commander soon ordered a 
withdraw. The 1st and the 100th Regiment slowly pulled back to 
the north end of the plain covered by the 8th Regiment and light 
dragoons. The British forces retreated back across the repaired 
bridge over the Chippawa River and then dropped it behind 
them. Scott followed after them, but his advance was soon halted 
by British artillery north of the Chippawa River. Deciding the 
British were too strongly entrenched north of the river and with 
it getting late, the Americans at around 6:30 p.m. withdrew for 
the night ending the battle. Three days later the British evacuated 
their entrenchment and retreated north after dragoons brought 
news that Brown was attempting to outflank them upriver with 
two brigades. 

July 5 had been a bloody day for both sides. The Americans 
suffered 58 killed, 241 wounded and 19 missing; the bulk 
of the casualties being in Scott’s 1st Brigade. The British and 
Canadians, meanwhile, suffered 148 killed, 321 wounded and 
46 missing with the 1st and the 100th Regiments suffering the 
most casualties. For the troops of the Left Division, especially the 
gray jackets, they could take pride in the fact they had gone toe to 
toe with British regulars of roughly equal numbers and had been 
victorious.

More fighting lay ahead on the Niagara Peninsula as the Left 
Division engaged in a bloody night battle at Lundy’s Lane on July 
25 which would see both Brown and Scott severely wounded, 
and would withstand a British siege of Fort Erie in August and 
September. In November, the Americans withdrew from Upper 
Canada.
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In Part II of this series, the tools and techniques for the 
engraving of patchboxes were discussed. In this part, some 
fixtures and tools useful for the engraving of other parts of 
rifle hardware will be explored. The emphasis will be on 
materials, tools and fixtures that can be made from stuff that 
you probably have around your home or that can be salvaged 
from the dumpster behind a tech school machine shop.

So, what do you want to engrave? When you pick up a 
particular muzzleloading rifle for the first time, what area 
draws your attention? After the patchbox, it probably will 
be the lock. The lock is to a muzzleloader what the action is 
to a breechloader. It has more movable parts than any other 
mechanism of the rifle, so it would naturally be the focus of 
attention. So a bit of nice 
engraving would be readily 
noticed and appreciated. 
It does not have to be 

overpowering, just appropriately and masterfully done 
in a restrained manner (Fig.1).

Even thought the area is much smaller, engraving of locks 
can more difficult than that of patchboxes. Lockplates are 
usually cast of mild steel, but some are casehardened and are 
destructive to gravers and patience alike. Recently, I set out to 
do a simple border on a sidehammer lock. Before it was done, 
I had chipped the graver point four times and ended up with 
a less than satisfactory job to boot (Fig. 2). The steel in this 
lockplate 
was just 
harder than 
what I was 
accustomed 
to in modern 
locks. 

The difficulty 
of the 
material was 
probably the 
reason that 
the locks on 
most old original rifles were not engraved (except for faux 
engraving cast right into the lock plate or stamped with a 
manufacturer’s logo). Not so today. Talented artisans such 
as Jerry Huddleston transcend craft to create art with their 

Engraving
Part III: Engraving Hardware

Common Man
For the

By Fred Stutzenberger

“The embellishing on a 
rifle is what distinguishes it 
from another with the same 
components. Engraving 
gives the gun character and 
personality”  (Jones 102)

The treatment of 
this fowler buttplate by Chuck 

Edwards (http://longrifles.homestead.com/) 
covers only a small fraction of the surface, but effectively

presents its motif via meticulous application. 

Fig 1. Lock engraving by Chuck Edwards (http://longrifles.homestead.
com/) is delicate and restrained in keeping with the rest of the 
engraving on this fowler.

Fig 2. This sidehammer lock plate was some of 
the toughest steel I have attempted to engrave. I 
realized I was in trouble, but couldn’t turn back once 
I started the border.
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engraving (Fig. 3). These artisans should be an inspiration 
to all of us who are willing to respond to increasing levels of 
sophistication in our work.

The anticipation of engraving a mild steel lockplate should 
not be accompanied by the biblical “weeping and gnashing of 
teeth”. The graver might be ground from a quarter-inch lathe 
blank rather than from an eighth. Its face angle might be a bit 
steeper, perhaps from 40o increased to 55o. The heel angle 
might be increased a bit to allow a deeper bite, but practice on 
a mild steel plate will educate you as to the tool requirements 

for mild steel 
engraving.

As with any work-
piece, it must be 
held securely to 
resist the force 
of the graver. 
Trying to engrave 
a shuddering 
workpiece is like 
eating Jell-O with a 
toothpick; you will 
eventually make a 
little progress, but 
your time will not 
be well spent. A 
simple fixture to 
hold lockplates for 
engraving can be 
cut from a section 
of 2x4 wall stud 
(Fig. 4). A recess 
has been routed 
along one edge 
to accommodate 
the thickness of 
the bolster. A 
shouldered wood 
screw through the 
tumbler hole holds 
the plate down. A 
finishing nail has 
been driven into 
the feather spring 
stud hole to keep 
the plate from 

rotating under the repeated strokes. I’m sure that engravers 
more sophisticated than I will smirk at this crude fixture, but 
it does work reasonably well in a swivel-base vise. It will suffice 
for the beginning engraver on a limited budget.

A block of steel salvaged from a dumpster behind a local 
tech school shop has for many years served as a versatile 
fixture for holding 
smaller lock parts 
such as flintlock 
cocks and top 
jaws. Depending 
on the area to be 
engraved and the 
direction the graver 
is traveling, I use a 
little hold-down toe 
(Fig. 5) or a screw/
washer combination 
through the tumbler 
hole (Fig. 6). A 
combination of 
hold-down and 
screw will hold 
any cock securely. 
Also, if the part 
still tends to rotate 
under the force of 
engraving, it can be 

rotated around against the side of the block and secured with 
a C-clamp (Fig. 7). I usually don’t attempt engraving frizzens; 
the metal is too hard and the making of a special fixture 
to hold the frizzen does not seem worth the effort for the 
potential accomplishment.  Helpful suggestions in this regard 
from experienced engravers would be appreciated.

Remember when developing engraving patterns for hammers, 
make sure to mark off the circumference of the tumbler screw 
head first and then design the pattern around it. Nothing 
betrays lack of forethought like an engraving partially hidden 
under a screw head or scrunched into a space a little too small 
for the design. A final suggestion on locks: if you have a lathe 
or a friend who has a lathe and a knurling tool, two minutes 

Fig 3. Jerry Huddleston’s 
artistry has been 

an inspiration to me. 
‘Nuff said.

Fig 4. You can’t find a cheaper engraving 
fixture than this scrap piece of wood for 
holding lock plates secure while engraving. 
Note that a finishing nail has been driven 
through the feather spring stud hole to 
stabilize the nose of the plate.

Fig 5. This hold-down was milled with a toe 
just the right height for clamping a flint cock 
securely.

Fig 6. A screw/washer combination will pull 
the cock down tightly to the fixture, but will 
still allow it to rotate when graver pressure 
is applied at certain angles. The washer is 
sized to the diameter of the tumbler screw, 
so it will keep you from engraving a pattern 
that will be partially hidden by the tumbler 
screw. Engraving requires a lot of planning 
ahead.

Fig 7. A C-clamp can be put to good advantage to secure the rotating 
end of a percussion hammer.
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of setup will impart a 
non-slip and (to my 
mind) rather pleasing 
pattern around the 
circumference of the 
top jaw screw (Fig. 8). 
You won’t even have to 
know how to engrave 
to do this. The little 
band of embossed 
diamonds will be 
functional in helping 
to tighten down that 
screw with sweaty, greasy 
fingers on a hot summer 
day.  

When engraving trigger 
guards, the compound 

curvature of the bow introduces an additional degree of 
difficulty. As was the case with locks, I haven’t seen many old 
original longrifles with engraved trigger guards (other than a 
bit of cross-grooving on the returns). However, some guards, 
like those on Jäger rifles, must be engraved for their shapes to 
make sense at all (Fig. 9). Some guards are cast so thin that 
it is necessary to provide support under the forward return 
(Fig. 10). Andrew Verner’s treatment of the trigger guard on 

his classic rifle 
has always 
appealed to me 
as being more 
sculpting than 
engraving. 
On a recently 
completed 
.50 caliber 
rifle, I decided 
to combine 
a “sculpted” 
border and a 
simple floral 
motif on the 
trigger guard. 
The border was 
engraved first 
then deepened 

with a triangular file (Fig.11). It was a rather tedious process, 
but the final effect was pleasing, at least to me. 

Next to the patchbox, the toe plate probably received more 
attention from the engraver than any other piece of rifle 
hardware. Of course, toe plates are meant to protect the 
vulnerable wood that meets the bottom of the buttplate at a 
narrow angle. Although toeplates come to view less frequently 
than almost any other piece of rifle hardware, and although 

many are no more than a blank rectangle of metal secured 
by a couple of wood screws, there are others that just scream 
for engraving (Fig. 12). That’s all there is to it—they must be 
engraved—and engraved in a manner consistent with their 

outline to bring them alive on the wood. Can you imagine the 
toe plate in Fig. 13 being left with that frond hanging blankly 
out into the surrounding wood? Not a pretty sight. The same 
applies to the complex butt returns often observed on German 
Jägers (Fig. 14). Leaving such an outline undeveloped without 
engraving would be akin to the blank canvases nowadays 
being hailed as modern art. 

If you are engraving a relatively complex inlay, there will 
usually be overlaying (termed superior) and underlying 
(termed subordinate) portions even though the engraved 
surface is essentially two- dimensional. Look at Fig. 14 again. 

Fig 8. While this is not 
engraving, knurling adds a 
decorative touch that has 
functional value in providing 
a more secure grip on the 
top jaw screw.

Fig 9.  
Engraving 

gives visual 
meaning to 
the contour 
of a casting 

that was 
obviously 

meant to be 
shaped and 
engraved. 

Fig 10. The decorative patterns on commercial 
investment castings are often so faint that they 
must be re-cut to be seen after final finishing. 
This English fowler guard is pretty thin, so I 
supported the forward return under a block of 
wood and clamped the pinning tab in the vise.

Fig 11. This was a bit more work than what I had expected, but the 
final result was satisfying when the relieved border was cut in.

Fig 12. This toeplate was shaped to be engraved. The problem 
comes in deciphering what the outline is telling you and then 
executing the message in an appropriate manner.

Fig 13. Borders really come into their own over long straight 
stretches of metal.

Fig 14. Although I couldn’t find the old original pattern for this Jäger 
butt plate, drawing and redrawing eventually led me to this motif 
that was pleasing to my eye. If I were to do it over again, I would 
have spent more time adding the detail that would have enhanced 
the illusion of depth.
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Find all the parts of the figure that 
seem to be coming out from under 
overlying parts. I marked one with 
three little lines on the subordinate 
portion that appear to be emerging 
from under the superior portion. 
You should be able to see six more 
areas that can be shaded to create the 
illusion of more depth than there 
really is. Draw some of your own 
designs that include shading of the subordinate portions. 
You’ll be surprised at the visual effect. The finer and more 
subtle the shading, the closer to reality your creation becomes.

It has amazed me for years why the old timers usually 
engraved their toeplates but didn’t engrave their sideplates. 
Imagine, a flat piece of metal, usually brass, standing proud of 
the stock and beveled to boot, sitting there with a blank stare 
in a prominent area of the stock. Even master engraver, John 
Armstrong, gave the sideplate short shrift in his early work; 
luckily, he caught on to its potential for adornment in his 
later career. Today, talented artisans such as Chuck Edwards 

have the advantage of viewing the work of the 17th and 18th 
Century French masters and are rivaling their legacy from the 
past with creations of their own (Fig. 15). 

In Part IV, the final in this series, a little bit higher level 
of sophistication (spiced with a bit of supposition) will 
be discussed in the expression of symbolism in longrifle 
engraving compared to natural forms in nature. So practice 
imparting a 3-dimensional effect to your practice engravings 
to meet the challenges ahead. An important factor in Chuck 
Edwards’s engraving success has been his practice plates (Fig. 
16). Regarding practice, Chuck told me: “Someone starting 
to engrave should get instruction, 80% of the time spent in 
sharpening gravers then 20% in learning to control them. Most 
people feel that they can learn overnight, but it takes years. I was 
told that a person needs to cut a square inch a day. You cannot 
practice too much. First, you must learn to engrave letters, because 
you will find all your basic cuts in lettering.” 

Suppliers
Brownell’s, Inc., (www.brownells.com) 800-741-0015, for a 
wide range of engraving  tools and supplies.

www.DHgate.com for specialty engraving tools for jewelry 
and other small items

Stuccu.com for used engraving equipment

http://www.visionengravers.com/LP_Google/smallengraver 
for desktop engravers  

References
Hartlieb, Neil. Basics of Firearms Engraving Asb10480, 
National Rifle Association, Publishers, Washington, DC 1986 

Jones, G.L. Engraving and Carving, In: The Book of 
Buckskinning V (William Scurlock, ed.), Rebel Publishing 
Company, Inc., Texarkana, TX, 1989.

Meek, James B. The Art of Engraving, Brownell’s Publishers, 
Montezuma, IA, 1973.    

Fig 15. Chuck’s engraving of 
his French fowler sideplate 
is delicate yet distinctive on 
the piece of hardware often 
neglected by Golden Age 
riflesmiths.

Fig 16. Right: Chuck’s practice plates 
are mute testimony to the old saying: 
“Practice makes perfect”.
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SHOOT IN THE LARGEST NRA BLACK POWDER CARTRIDGE REGIONAL IN THE COUNTRY!

The .22 Match will be held Friday • Start time of 8:00 a.m. • Traditional Scope, Iron & Modern Classes (Must meet BPCR Guidelines)
The BPCR will be an 80 shot aggregate, with 40 shots on Saturday and 40 shots on Sunday.

Match fees include catered dinner. Additional dinners may be purchased at $15. Pre-entries with payment 
prior to match date are necessary to confirm your reservation. Match Limited To 72 Shooters.

To register for the match, please call the office at (812) 667-5131 or visit www.nmlra.org
Current NRA Silhouette rules apply. NRA rifle silhouette classification books required, available at the range. NRA Silhouette classification will be used. 

For more information contact Mike Hoke at 812-662-6403, mhoke45100@frontier.com or Jim Davis at 812-371-5264, jim2430d@comcast.net
NATIONAL MUZZLE LOADING RIFLE ASSOCIATION • PO BOX 67, FRIENDSHIP, IN 47021

(812) 667-5131 • WWW.NMLRA.ORG

NMLRA - NRA Regional BPCR Silhouette Championship
2019 MAIL-IN REGISTRATION FORM

Name:

Address:

City:     State:  Zip:

Email:     NRA #:

Shooting Partner*:
*Please list the name of shooting partner you wish to shoot with on adjacent relays. If no partner is indicated, you will be randomly placed in the rotation.

Silhouette 
Classification 

(Check One)

q Master
q AAA
q AA
q A

q B
q Unclassified
q Scope
q Iron

For more information, please contact: 
Mike Hoke - 812-662-6403, mhoke54100@frontier.com; 

or Jim Davis - 812-371-5264, jim2430d@comcast.net

Completed registration forms and payment should be sent to:
National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association
Attn: BPCR 2018, PO Box 67, Friendship, IN  47021

Match registration fee is $105 for both BPC and for .22 ($140 after 5/1/19) and includes dinner on Saturday 
night. If you would like to bring a spouse or guest to dinner, please add $15 for each additional meal ticket.

Amount Enclosed $    q Check/Money Order or Credit Card  q Visa q MC q Discover q American Exp

Credit Card #:      Expiration Date:   V-Code:

Card Holder Name:     Daytime Phone #:
Previous Event Sponsors Include:

Starline Brass, Inc.  •  Green Mountain Rifle Barrels  •  Kreiger Barrels  •  Decot Hy-Wyd Sport Glasses  •  Creedmoor Sports  •  Lee Precision, Inc
Redding Reloading  •  Kelley Sights  •  Pioneer Products  •  Treebone Carving  •  SPG  •  CH Tool & Die/4D Custom Die  •  Shiloh Sharps •  John Walters  •  Midway USA 

Dixie Gun Works  •  Friendship State Bank  •  Montana Vintage Arms  •  George Louli  •  Mike Medjeski  •  Peter Wygant •  Ace  & Thelma Hill  •  Richard “Woody” Wood

Walter Cline Range
St. Rd. 62 in Friendship, IN
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100% American made • Proudly employing US Veterans
116 Sams Branch Road  •  Candler, NC 28715

828-667-8361  •  chambers@flintlocks.com
www.flintlocks.com  •  Catalog $5

Maker of the Original Siler Lock
22 Historically Accurate Lock Styles

Hand-Tuned for Legendary Performance & Reliability
Limited Lifetime Guarantee

Historically Accurate Rifle, Fowler & Pistol Kits:
Most parts are inlet for better beginner results

For professionals: Assembly time saved = increased profits
Thirteen Rifle & Fowler Kits, Two Pistol Kits available

Rifle made by Jim Chambers from our Lancaster Kit, featuring our Golden Age Flintlock in .50 caliber.

The Benchmark for Quality in Muzzleloading Firearms for Over 50 Years.
Jim Chambers Flintlocks, Ltd.
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Like many of you, I started in this muzzleloading business 
with a cap & ball revolver. For me it was one of those sleek 
Colt replicas from the old Replica Arms of Marietta, Ohio, 
somewhere around 1972. Comparing these old cap & ball 
revolvers to modern guns is like comparing a Rembrandt to 
a block of cheese. Over time, though, as one migrates from 
plunking in the back woods to competing on the firing line, 
there tends to be a movement away from the graceful, nicely 
engraved Colts, to less aesthetic, but more accurate solid 
frames, guns like Remington or the Rogers and Spencer. 
What is ironic, though, without question the most gorgeous 
cap & ball ever made happens to be a solid frame -- the 
diminutive Maynard Pocket Pistol by Massachusetts arms.

Just looking at it you can’t help but say: “exquisite!” Look at 
those beautiful, graceful lines. Look at the wonderful floral 
engraving–engraving any woman or art loving man will 
instantly fall in love with (did I cross the PC line here?). The 
one downside – it’s a tiny little thing probably best suited for 
someone like Herve Villechaize (Da Plane! Da Plane!) You 
might ask, “Why didn’t you list the much larger belt pistol 
version?” The answer is, that gun is all knees and elbows, kind 
of like Dennis Rodman.

The question now is, why would a gun like this appeal to a 
hard core, super competitive revolver aficionado?  The answer 

is that in addition 
to the competition 

thing, nearly every 
cap & baller has a 
love for really cool 

mechanical things that 
go on in our 
old guns. This 
includes the 

things going 
on in a Maynard revolver 

which contains a whole 
menagerie of really cool 

features many of which were 

adopted to avoid Sam Colt’s patents. Starting with – the 
cylinder doesn’t turn with the hammer. There’s a little button 
underneath you have to push to release the cylinder which 
then is free to be rotated with a convenient thumb. Also, there 
is no loading lever. You have to tip the barrel up on its handy-
dandy hinge, slide the cylinder off, and pummel the balls in 
by hand. And of course it has the Maynard tape primer, an 
object of continuing interest by Civil War buffs and muzzle 
loading enthusiasts everywhere, even today.

Back in the day the tape primer was THE 
THING among shooters, much desired by 
the U.S. Army, and of greater importance, 
strongly desired by the man with the giant 
pocketbook, the pre-Civil War Secretary 
of War, one Jefferson Davis. By the middle 
1850’s the Army was busily converting long 
arms everywhere to use the Maynard tapes 
(including the writer’s 1816 smoothbore 
conversion). However, it was at this same time 
the U.S. shipped a few thousand Maynard 
primer equipped Greene carbines to our 
friends the British for use in the Crimean 
War -- for a field test so to speak. Turns out 
the Greene carbine was not good for killing 
Russians -- and the fault was the Maynard 
tape primer. The waterproof tapes were not waterproof.

A waterproof can to protect the tapes until actually inserted 
in the gun was the obvious solution. However, 1850s tin was 
also susceptible to water damage, so to remedy that problem 
the New England gun merchants turned to the local artisans, 

in this case the practitioners of japanning. Japanning 
is an art form borrowed from India where resin 

The Most
Adorable

 Revolver Ever Made

The revolver 
broken down.

Maynard tape 
can.

By Jim Van Eldik
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based varnish is applied to a surface, heat dried and then 
polished. It creates a very gorgeous, and more importantly, 
a very durable surface. The New Englanders produced it in 
three colors – red, green, and blue. Both durability and beauty 
are illustrated by an example recently sold by Ian Workman’s 
American Civil War Relics. It is fascinating how Nineteenth 
Century craftsmen could take a simple object like a tin can for 
containing primer tapes and turn it into a work of art.

Despite the cooling of U.S. Army enthusiasm for the 
Maynard tapes, there was still considerable interest, 
particularly in a little carbine the Massachusetts guys 
manufactured to wrap around the same cog driven primer 
used in the revolver. While the U.S. Army shifted it’s buying 
power to such arms as the Smith, the Burnside, the Gallager, 
the Spencer, and Rube Goldberg’s Sharps, the southern 
states, like Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, South Carolina, 
and Louisiana picked up the slack. The southerners loved the 
reloadable brass case used with the Maynard.

So at least for a while the primer tape Maynards stayed viable. 
Of course the tapes haven’t been made for a long time and 
have become a popular item for collectors, so shooting them 
now is out of the question.  What to do?? The obvious answer 
is the Maynard tape’s illegitimate spawn, the cap gun roll tape.

As to the question, “will these roll tapes work” – the answer 
is yes. But before proceeding into specifics we need to address 
a prickly issue crouching in the bushes here. There is no 

such thing as “THE” Maynard primer. I have two 
Maynard primed guns, and 

the Maynard priming mechanisms 
in each are radically different.

Referring back to my gorgeous little pocket pistol, 
in this gun the tape is advanced by the little cog wheel 

that only rotates in one direction. It is synchronized with the 
hammer and only advances the tape the exact primer dollop 
interval. The dollops are thick enough and the cog wheel close 
enough to the frame to keep the tape from sliding beneath 

the tips of the teeth. As mentioned, this 
arrangement was used on the 

Maynard carbines as well as 

the Greene carbines sent to the Brits. 

Meanwhile, the Maynard primer on my Wurfflein 1816/1855 
Remington Maynard Conversion smoothbore is completely 
different. Instead of a cogwheel, the Wurfflein uses a “hand” that 
pushes the tape upward toward the nipple, similar to the way a 
Colt revolver uses a “hand” to rotate the cylinder. Unlike the Colt 
version, employing a thin leaf spring to keep pressure forward, 
the Maynard has a tiny cam performing that function. A light 
weight leaf spring at the tape exit prevents the tape from backing 
up when the hammer falls on firing. While modern tape rolls are 
too thin (flat) for the cog system on the pocket pistol, there is a 
better chance they may work in the musket arrangement.

Modern roll caps are very flimsy with different dollop intervals 
than roll cap primers, so regardless of which priming mechanism 
you use the tapes will more than likely have to be hand fed. The 
roll tape will also have to be narrowed up to the original three-
sixteenths inch width the original tapes came in. It is the latter 
musket version of the Maynard tape primer that was incorporated 
into the millions of roll tape toy cap guns produced since the 
Civil War.

What do you do with a tiny revolver like the Maynard, you ask? 
Many of us sit and fondle these old guns while watching the TV 
while our wives (and maybe some husbands) look at us askance. 
Is it possible that we might actually take these little guns to the 
range and compete with them?? One thing is certain, the usual 
twenty-five yard range is out of the question unless the target is 
barn door size or larger. Maybe sometime a demo match for the 
little Maynards, Colts, Roots, etc. at a respectable pocket revolver 
range -- say five yards.  

The Most

Wurfflein 
musket with 
Maynard 
primer door 
open.

Revolver with primer
 door open

Original primer tape in recess.

Wurfflein and 
Maynard side by side 
with doors open.

Wurfflein and Maynard 
side by side for 
comparison.

By Jim Van Eldik
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First Deer With 
A Flintlock

First Deer With 
A Flintlock

I’m a long-time muzzle-loader hunter, mostly using percussion 
guns. But as most hunters do, eventually I moved into the 
“methods stage” of hunting, the one in which what you hunt 
with matters most.  At that point I bought a Thompson/Center 
Renegade .54 flintlock rifle, "just because."  Maybe because at age 
nine I was a full-fledged member of the crazy-over-Disney's-Davy-
Crockett group, but who needs a reason?  

Virginia has very generous bag limits for whitetails.  On Opening 
Day that year I’d gone to Amherst County and scored a nice buck 
using my percussion-ignition T/C .54.  The following Monday 
was an either-sex day in Giles County, much closer to my home, 
so I decided to give the flinter its first turn in the field.  I got to 
the site I'd picked out about 6:30 AM, on the side of a steep hill 
just below a woods line and alongside a wire fence. "Steep" in 
Giles County means 35-40 degrees, pretty much like anywhere 
else in the area.  There's a long clump of woods halfway up the 
slope, which parallels an adjacent field, making a natural "funnel" 
through which deer can come down out of the woods at the 
top of the hill and into a long sloping pasture, without exposing 
themselves to view.

The slope has a number of large white oaks on it, and in previous 
year I’d seen signs that the deer had not only been using the 
protected area as a travel corridor, they'd been bedding in the 
clump of woods.  It seemed a promising spot.  Though there 
aren't many places where I could hide and still see the whole 
length of the corridor, cover isn’t really much of a concern for me.  
I've found that when I'm doing my invisible act, I can't even see 
myself and many a deer have come within touching distance while 
I was out in plain view.  Since their eyes aren't very good, if you're 
sitting (not standing), perfectly immobile, and the wind is right, 
they simply don't know you're there.   I chose to sit against a nice 

big oak about 20 feet from the woods line at the "outlet" of the 
funnel, where I could see any deer coming along.  In my camo 
against the tree I was pretty much “not there” in a visual sense, at 
least to the eyes of a whitetail.

The winds usually blow up the slope as the ground warms. At first 
that was the wrong direction; about 7:40 AM a doe came through 
the woods behind me and caught a whiff, then started snorting.  I 
saw her, but before I could think about getting off a shot, off she 
went, tail up.  Shortly thereafter I spotted two more does moving 
through the woods on the opposite slope, but they were 200+ 
yards off, way out of range.  I waited until they were behind some 
outbuildings and then tried a sneak, but without results.  I never 
laid eyes on them again.

About 8:30 I decided to check out another stand a few hundred 
yards away, deep in a semi-ravine where I have killed many deer.  
I hoofed it up through the funnel, through the clearing, then 
down through the woods on the other side. No dice there: after a 
couple of hours I went home, had lunch, took a brief nap, leaving 
the house again about 2:30.  I returned to my original stand just 
before 3:00, reasoning that the deer would be moving late; there’d 
been a nearly full moon the previous night and the rut was in full 
swing.   Deer bed up early and start moving shortly after mid-day 
under those conditions.

It was a bright clear "bluebird" day with temperature in the high 
40's: they'd be out there making more fawns, for sure, as soon as 
they woke up. I was at exactly the same spot as I'd been to in the 
morning because I still liked the looks of that corridor.

Not long after I settled down, sure enough, along came a doe 
trotting out in the far end of the funnel.  She began jumping 
around, eventually scampering off into the woods without ever 

By Tom Caceci
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giving me a shot.  I'm sure she didn't see me and I doubt she 
smelled me, as she was 60-70 yards away, and the wind was 
behaving.  Whatever it was she was excited about, she had her flag 
up.  She was the fourth deer I'd seen in that spot in a few hours, 
so I decided to sit tight and see what developed.

About 4:45 I looked over my right shoulder, and lo, there was a 
smallish buck standing not 60 yards away!  He was broadside to 
me and I'd have had an easy shot, but I was turned the wrong 
way. I was slowly easing my way around when he started to move 
up the hill, from my right to my left, and entered into the clump 
of woods halfway up the slope.  He must have been tracking the 
doe that’d passed through two hours before: he was following the 
same route she'd taken, about 50 yards from where I was sitting.

With him in the brush I had a chance to cock the rifle silently and 
get into position.  When he stepped out, I fired. Then I had to 
wait for the smoke to clear so I could see what had happened.  I 
had of course fired the gun on the range, but this first time firing 
at a game animal was different, especially since the air was still.  
The smoke seemed to hang in the air in front of me for several 
seconds.  It was like the moments before a curtain rises at a theater 
and the play begins.

When I could see the results of the shot, to be perfectly honest, 
I’m not sure which of us was more surprised. The ball had hit him 
in the left side of the neck and he went down instantly, kicking 
a bit and mortally wounded.  Later I paced off the shot: 80 of 
my steps call it 53-55 yards.  Where I live this is a long shot.  In 
the woods my shots are often measured in feet, not yards; but 
that ground was relatively open compared to other areas of the 
property.  And I did it with open sights: my eyes weren’t then (and 
aren’t now) what they used to be (I eventually fitted a peep sight 
to that rifle).

By the time I’d killed him it was almost 5:00 PM. I gutted him 
out and then went down to get the truck. Although it would have 
been a downhill drag (one of my primary rules is: “never shoot a 
deer that's downhill from the truck”) it was still a good 400 yards 
and there was no reason I couldn't just drive up and save some 
effort.

One minor hitch occurred.  At the time my hostess had a 
white mare that was absolutely the stupidest horse in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. When I opened the gate to drive 
in she wandered out through it.  That nag was then at least 25 
years old, half blind and ready for the dog food plant, but I 
didn't fancy having to explain to the landowner that her kid's 
pet horse had wandered out and been killed on the road. I had to 
get her back into the paddock before I did anything else.  Luckily, 
she wasn’t wild, and she'd seen me many times.  Though at first 
she shied off when I got too close, after half an hour of cooing 
and schmoozing I managed with some effort to get a loop of rope 

around her neck, sweet-talking her into the paddock again.  I did 
the “Horse Whisperer” thing and darned if it didn't work! Robert 
Redford had it right in the movie. Once the mare got the idea of 
what I wanted her to do (and since she was too stupid to realize 
she was much stronger and could have pulled the lead out of my 
hand or killed me any time she felt like it) she walked along very 
nicely and I got her back behind the gate, much to my relief.

I still had to get my buck out.  That slope was even steeper than 
I’d realized, as I found out when I drove up. Rocks barred a 
straight-up run, so I shifted into 4WD and switch backed up to 
the deer,  several times putting the truck sideways along a slope 
so steep that I came close to tipping over.   Once up there, I 
commenced the struggle to get the buck into the truck bed. I'm 
not so young as I like to think I am: it wasn't a very big buck (a 
yearling 3-pointer) and 20 years ago I'd have just lifted him bodily 
and put him on the tailgate.  Not this time: even with a plywood 
ramp it was a struggle to load him without help.  I'd put one end 
on the ramp, get him halfway up, and then when I'd try to put 
the second half on, the first would flop off.  There's nothing in 
this world floppier than a newly-dead deer!  I took off the tailgate, 
somehow managed to get him in, succeeded in getting the tailgate 
back on without losing a finger, then inched the truck back down 
the hill (which was worse than going up)  and—being careful not 
to let the horse out again—drove out the gate.  By then it was 
dark and past time to go home. 

It had been a longish day, but it was in one of the most 
consistently good seasons I can remember.  We can take two 
antlered deer per season, but only one of these can be taken west 
of the Blue Ridge. Having shot one in Amherst County (east 
of the Ridge) at that point I was down to my last buck tag. I 
couldn’t shoot another buck for the rest of the season but I wasn’t 
complaining: I can’t eat antlers.

The best part is that I did it "the hard way."  I’d had a lot of 
experience with percussion rifles (much of which was relevant) 
but flintlocks were new to me.  I found that a flinter requires a 
slightly different approach, and a more accepting attitude about 

misfires, hangfires, and long lock time.   It took me a 
good deal of playing with that rifle to figure out 

what it liked and didn't like, but on that day 
everything came together. It shoots straight 
and it hits like Thor's Hammer—love that 
.54 caliber!—and was delighted to put a 
notch in it.  

And you know what?  The old saying is true: 
you never forget your first time.   
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Preregister for the Spring National Shoot now and have more time for shooting. Pre-order your rifle targets and save even more time. Your 
targets will be ready and waiting for you to pick up at the clubhouse when you arrive. Less time spent standing in line means you will have more 

time on the line. So grab a pen, fill out the form below, and save yourself some time! Please keep in mind that you must be a member to preregister. 

Please Print Clearly

Name: ___________________________ NMLRA Member No.: _____________ Exp.: ________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: ________ 

Phone: ___________________________ Email: ________________________________

Card Number: ______________ Security Code:___ Exp.: ___ 

Signature: __________________________________

Pre-order Rifle Match and Rifle Aggregate Targets, too! 
National Shoot Match Guide available upon request. Refer 
to it to pick your matches and aggregates. BE SURE TO 
INCLUDE MATCH NUMBER OR AGGREGATE LETTER when 
ordering targets. Payment for targets will be collected at the 
Target Desk. Preregistration deadline is May 1, 2019. Sorry, 
preregistration fees cannot be refunded or transferred. 

NOTE: REGISTRATION WILL BE $50.00 at the Shoot 

❏ Adult Preregistration $50.00

❏ Junior Registration $1.00

❏ NRA# _________________

❏  Yes, I would like to sponsor a match for an additional $25.00

BE SURE TO INCLUDE PAYMENT by check, money order, or charge card. 
Please charge my  ❏ VISA  ❏ MasterCard  ❏ Discover  ❏ American Express

Please indicate what disciplines 
you shoot. Check all that apply. 

❏ Rifle ❏ Pistol ❏ Shotgun
❏ Primitive ❏ BP Cartridge

NMLRA Spring National Shoot
June 8 - 16, 2019

Walter Cline Range, Friendship, Indiana • Shooter Preregistration Form

Mail to: NMLRA, P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021

JUNE 8 - 16, 2019
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Call 
(812) 667-5131

to advertise in our  
classified ads section

Hand Made Buckskin Frontiersmans Garments.
Blanket Coats, Moccasins, Rifle 
Cases, Hunting Pouches. 
Tomahawks, Knives, 
Muzzleloading Guns, Fur Hats, 
Illustrated Catalog, $3.00.
Tecumseh’s Trading Post
4 Liberty Lane, Cody, WY 82414

Caywood Gunmakers
David Crockett Rifle (brochure $8)

English Fowler, Officer’s Fusil, Game Gun,
French “C” & “D”, Wilson Chief’s gun,
Northwest Trade gun, Southern Rifle,

Full brochure, $3.
18 King’s Hill Estates, Berryville, AR 72616

www.caywoodguns.com, 870-423-4741
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Tiger-HuntTiger-Hunt
CURLY MAPLE GUNSTOCKS

Blanks and Pre-Carved Warclubs
Red Maple • Curly Cherry • Curly Ash

814-472-5161
Michael D. Barton • P.O. Box 379, Beaverdale, PA 15921

www.gunstockwood.comVISIT OUR 
NEW WEBSITE:

SPECIALIZING IN SUGAR (HARD ROCK) MAPLE, BLACK 
CHERRY & ASH BLANKS FOR ALL VARIETIES OF GUNS

Also Pre-Carved Native American Warclubs and 
T.C. Hawken Replacement Pre-Carves

Visit Our Store At Our New Website: www.Gunstockwood.com
Michael D. Barton • PO Box 379 • Beaverdale, PA 15921

Tigerhunt4@aol.com  •  (814) 472-5161

*Eligible only when taken and possessed in 
compliance with the Marine Mammals Act 

and other applicable regulations.

Muzzleloading hunting of big game animals in North America is one of the ultimate outdoor challenges. 
The Longhunter Society recognizes the greater difficulty of muzzleloading hunting through revised 
trophy score minimums. North American big game animals taken by muzzleloading firearms under fair 
chase are eligible for The Longhunter Society recognition if the trophy meets the following minimum 
scores, using the Boone and Crockett measuring system

Black Bear 18
Grizzly Bear 19
Alaska Brown Bear 21
Polar Bear* 22
Cougar (Mountain Lion) 13
American Elk (Wapiti) 255
American Elk (Non-Typical) 265
Roosevelt Elk (Wapiti)  225
Tule Elk 205

Mule Deer (Typical) 146
Mule Deer (Non-Typical) 175
Columbia Blacktail Deer 95
Columbia Blacktail Deer (Non-Typical) 125
Sitka Blacktail Deer 75
Whitetail Deer (Typical) 130
Whitetail Deer (Non-Typical) 160
Coues’ Whitetail Deer (Typical) 70
Coues’ Whitetail Deer (Non-Typical) 75

Canada Moose 145
Alaska-Yukon Moose 180
Wyoming Shiras Moose 125
Mountain Caribou 280
Woodland Caribou 230
Barren Ground Caribou 320
Central Canada Barren Ground Caribou 275
Quebec-Labrador Caribou 320
Pronghorn 63

Bison 92
Rocky Mountain Goat  41
Muskox  80
Bighorn Sheep  136
Desert Sheep 125
Dall’s Sheep  132
Stone’s Sheep  132

To view all target options and 
price list, please visit:

NMLRA.ORG

get your off icial 
nmlra targets!
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1 of 1000 Endowment Program For more information about the 
program, please contact: Bob Copner - 1 of 1000 Endowment Chairman - 
4682 Valley End Lane, Fairfield, CA 
94534, National Muzzle Loading Ri-
fle Association, P.O. Box 67, Friend-
ship, IN 47021 - (812) 667-5131 or 
707-864-0442 - robert.copner@
comcast.net

Attention: 1 of 1000 Members 
We plan to continue publishing 1 
of 1000 member profiles in Muzzle 
Blasts. Profiles published to date 
include randomly selected early and 
later members. If you would like to 
submit your profile (approximately 
400 words and a photograph) 
explaining why being a member of 
the 1 of 1000 is important to you, 

please send it to Lydia Morath at lmorath@nmlra.org, Bob Copner 
at robert.copner@comcast.net or mail to P.O. Box 67, Friendship, 

Indiana 47021.
What happens to my tax-
deductible donation to the 1 
of 1000 Endowment Program? 
The money you put in, will remain in 
the endowment and can be used only 
to generate interest or to purchase 
a permanent asset such as land. The 
principal can never be used for the 
general operation of the Association. 
The NMLRA Board of Directors can 
use up to 75% of the interest for the 
new and innovative programs that 
ensure the long-term viability of the 
Association and help it to prosper. 

Is Your Name on the Wall?

New 1 of 1000 Members
#689 - John A. Basham, OH
#690 - Karl Wilburn, OH**

Join the 1 of 1000 Endowment Program 
and receive this David Wright Print Free

* In Memory of       ** In Honor of

NMLRA M5
May 10, 2019, 1:00pm
Walter Cline Range, Friendship IN

Master at 5 distances is specifically designed to  
challenge the shooters ability, rifle and load.

Contact: Bob Wetzler 1-812-689-6629, rbrtwtzlr@aol.com

A.  NMLRA Rules & Regulations will apply other 
than specified:

Black powder cartridge rifles will shoot in their own class
1. Any muzzleloading rifle or cartridge black pow-

der rifle; no more than 14 lbs. as shot.
2. Any safe projectile
3. No muzzle component of any kind
4. Any sight
5. Any source of ignition
6. Black powder or black powder substitute (R&R 

# 1210)
7. Load must fall within the Rifle manufacturers 

specifications. Custom rifles shall be limited not 
to exceed the powder manufacturers max recom-
mendations, providing the rifle is deemed safe

8. All shooters make their own scope adjustments, 
no coaching (R&R # 5000)

9. Any safe rest
a. Rifle must be supported from shoulder 

in rear (R&R # 5090)
b. Allowed one free point of contact to 

forearm or barrel; max contact 4”
c. No anti-cant devices

B. Course of Fire
• 5 shots at each target, 1 sighter per target relay 

45 minutes
• No practice targets at any time
• Targets may be posted in any position

• All 5 shots must be shot the same relay as posted

1. 100yd, 8 bull #TG2429
2. 200 yd, 8 bull #TG2429
3. 300 yd, single Red bull (Schuetzen SCH-1) 

#TG2451
4. 400 yd, LR Slug target (No stickers, bullseye will 

have to be drawn)
5. 500 yd, LR Slug target (No stickers, bullseye will 

have to be drawn)

• Shooters must sign a release/waiver for individual 
load responsibility

• Entry Fee $30

NMLRA Inline Hunter
Muzzleloading Match
May 11, 2019
Walter Cline Range , Friendship, Indiana • Membership not required for this event

Contact: Bob Wetzler 1-812-689-6629, rbrtwtzlr@aol.com or Dan Thomas 1-812-212-0954, dth1000@yahoo.com

Range opens for practice at 7am (You may also practice on Friday, May 10th)
Shooter meeting 9:30 am - Match Starts at 10:00 am

NOTICE: The following are changes made concerning rifles that are approved and maximum propellant charges that can be used in the match.

• The manufacturer of any rifle used during the match 
MUST have provided the owner/shooter with docu-
mented charges for their specific individual rifle in their 
owner’s manual. Or must be marked by the manufacturer 
on the rifle’s barrel.

• The rifle manufacturer MUST have provided documented 
data indicating the maximum charge of the type propellant 
being used by the shooter. EXCEPTION: If the rifle man-
ufacturer DOES NOT documented a maximum charge for 
commercially available P or BP substitutes, the maximum 
charge allowed MUST NOT EXCEED the maximum 
charge indicated by the propellant manufacturer.
1. Any inline muzzleloader; no more than 14 Ibs. as shot
2. Round ball - Sabot - Conical projectiles
3. Any type sight: open-peep-scope
4. Any source of ignition 209 primer-rifle primer-caps
5. Black powder or black powder substitute. NO 

SMOKELESS PROPELLANTS.
 Blackhorn no more than 84 weight.

6. All shooters make own scope adjustments unless 
approved by the match director

7. Rifle must be supported from shoulder in rear 
 Only one point of forearm or barrel with no contact 

more than 4 inches 
8. Bench, front rest, sand bags, cross sticks, bipod, tripod
9. All shooters will compete in class based on score. 

Shooter will move up in class if they shoot one score 
into the next highest class.

 A. Master; 163-170
 B. Expert; 154-162
C. Sharpshooter; 0-153
D. Junior Class; if 3 or more shooters (#3190) may use 

bench.

Course of Fire:
30 minute relays for all matches
1. 50 yd 6 bull, 5 shots for score. Scoring will be cutting 

the line is next highest score

2. 100 yd 6 bull, 5 shots for score. Scoring will be cutting 
the line is next highest score

3. 200 yd single bull, 8 shots for score. Scoring will be 
cutting the line is highest score

4. 200 meter 5 chickens unlimited sighters; you must 
declare when you’re going for score (2pts each)

5. 300 meter 5 pigs unlimited sighters; you must declare 
when you’re going for score (2pts each)

•   All animals shot from cross sticks, shooters encour-
aged to have spotter; NMLRA Rule #3190 & Rule 
#3210 will apply. They may use bench.

•  Shooters are encouraged to have a spotter for the 
animals

•  All animals to be shot in order from left to right
•  Match winner will be combination of matches 1 

through 5
• Each class: 1st, 2nd, & 3rd
• Registration Fee: $30

#3190 = Junior, 16 and under
#3210 = Senior, 60 and over
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NMLRA M5
May 10, 2019, 1:00pm
Walter Cline Range, Friendship IN

Master at 5 distances is specifically designed to  
challenge the shooters ability, rifle and load.

Contact: Bob Wetzler 1-812-689-6629, rbrtwtzlr@aol.com

A.  NMLRA Rules & Regulations will apply other 
than specified:

Black powder cartridge rifles will shoot in their own class
1. Any muzzleloading rifle or cartridge black pow-

der rifle; no more than 14 lbs. as shot.
2. Any safe projectile
3. No muzzle component of any kind
4. Any sight
5. Any source of ignition
6. Black powder or black powder substitute (R&R 

# 1210)
7. Load must fall within the Rifle manufacturers 

specifications. Custom rifles shall be limited not 
to exceed the powder manufacturers max recom-
mendations, providing the rifle is deemed safe

8. All shooters make their own scope adjustments, 
no coaching (R&R # 5000)

9. Any safe rest
a. Rifle must be supported from shoulder 

in rear (R&R # 5090)
b. Allowed one free point of contact to 

forearm or barrel; max contact 4”
c. No anti-cant devices

B. Course of Fire
• 5 shots at each target, 1 sighter per target relay 

45 minutes
• No practice targets at any time
• Targets may be posted in any position

• All 5 shots must be shot the same relay as posted

1. 100yd, 8 bull #TG2429
2. 200 yd, 8 bull #TG2429
3. 300 yd, single Red bull (Schuetzen SCH-1) 

#TG2451
4. 400 yd, LR Slug target (No stickers, bullseye will 

have to be drawn)
5. 500 yd, LR Slug target (No stickers, bullseye will 

have to be drawn)

• Shooters must sign a release/waiver for individual 
load responsibility

• Entry Fee $30

NMLRA Inline Hunter
Muzzleloading Match
May 11, 2019
Walter Cline Range , Friendship, Indiana • Membership not required for this event

Contact: Bob Wetzler 1-812-689-6629, rbrtwtzlr@aol.com or Dan Thomas 1-812-212-0954, dth1000@yahoo.com

Range opens for practice at 7am (You may also practice on Friday, May 10th)
Shooter meeting 9:30 am - Match Starts at 10:00 am

NOTICE: The following are changes made concerning rifles that are approved and maximum propellant charges that can be used in the match.

• The manufacturer of any rifle used during the match 
MUST have provided the owner/shooter with docu-
mented charges for their specific individual rifle in their 
owner’s manual. Or must be marked by the manufacturer 
on the rifle’s barrel.

• The rifle manufacturer MUST have provided documented 
data indicating the maximum charge of the type propellant 
being used by the shooter. EXCEPTION: If the rifle man-
ufacturer DOES NOT documented a maximum charge for 
commercially available P or BP substitutes, the maximum 
charge allowed MUST NOT EXCEED the maximum 
charge indicated by the propellant manufacturer.
1. Any inline muzzleloader; no more than 14 Ibs. as shot
2. Round ball - Sabot - Conical projectiles
3. Any type sight: open-peep-scope
4. Any source of ignition 209 primer-rifle primer-caps
5. Black powder or black powder substitute. NO 

SMOKELESS PROPELLANTS.
 Blackhorn no more than 84 weight.

6. All shooters make own scope adjustments unless 
approved by the match director

7. Rifle must be supported from shoulder in rear 
 Only one point of forearm or barrel with no contact 

more than 4 inches 
8. Bench, front rest, sand bags, cross sticks, bipod, tripod
9. All shooters will compete in class based on score. 

Shooter will move up in class if they shoot one score 
into the next highest class.

 A. Master; 163-170
 B. Expert; 154-162
C. Sharpshooter; 0-153
D. Junior Class; if 3 or more shooters (#3190) may use 

bench.

Course of Fire:
30 minute relays for all matches
1. 50 yd 6 bull, 5 shots for score. Scoring will be cutting 

the line is next highest score

2. 100 yd 6 bull, 5 shots for score. Scoring will be cutting 
the line is next highest score

3. 200 yd single bull, 8 shots for score. Scoring will be 
cutting the line is highest score

4. 200 meter 5 chickens unlimited sighters; you must 
declare when you’re going for score (2pts each)

5. 300 meter 5 pigs unlimited sighters; you must declare 
when you’re going for score (2pts each)

•   All animals shot from cross sticks, shooters encour-
aged to have spotter; NMLRA Rule #3190 & Rule 
#3210 will apply. They may use bench.

•  Shooters are encouraged to have a spotter for the 
animals

•  All animals to be shot in order from left to right
•  Match winner will be combination of matches 1 

through 5
• Each class: 1st, 2nd, & 3rd
• Registration Fee: $30

#3190 = Junior, 16 and under
#3210 = Senior, 60 and over
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“Alexander  Montgomery and Simon Kenton asked me if 
I would go with them to the Indian town to steal horses. 
We 4 agreed to go to Scioto wher Chillicothey now is. 
We made preparations to go, got some nise halter made 
of grained raw Buffelow hides. We procured Deer lether 
lagons, parched cornmeal, and some jerk. With 2 pair 
Mockinsons to each man, etc., our guns and ammonition 
in best order , the next morning we was to start.”

- Daniel Trabue, 1788

As a kid growing up in northeast Kentucky, I was exposed to 
pioneers of this area at an early age.  Daniel Boone was famous 
here because of his participation in the battle of Blue Licks, the 
last battle of the American Revolution in Kentucky.  Simon 
Kenton, a friend of Boone, was just as important in this area with 
bridges, roads and other public places were named for him.

For those who are not acquainted with the history of Simon 

Kenton, I will give a brief account as to his importance in 
Kentucky. Kenton established a station near Maysville and 
was an early founding father of Maysville. Governor Patrick 
Henry, of Virginia, awarded jointly a military warrant to 
John May and Simon Kenton on December 2, 1785 for the 
property which was later to become Limestone, and later 
Maysville. He was the first white man to plant corn north of 

the Kentucky River.  Kenton saved Daniel Boone’s life at the siege 
of Boonesboro. He was with George Rogers Clark in the famed 
expedition of capturing French Kaskaskia, and scouted for Clark 
at Vincennes and Chillicothe. Historical documents place Kenton 
as a defender of fort Harrodsburg, Boonsboro and other frontier 
settlements.  My great-great grandfather served with him during 
the siege at Fort Meigs, Ohio in 1803. 

Kenton was first known on the frontier as Simon Butler. He 
changed his name after a youthful fight over a girl’s affection. 
Believing he had killed his opponent in the fight, he fled to the 

C R E A T I O N  O F  A  P A I N T I N G

The Capture of Simon Kenton
By 

Steve 
White
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boarder of the frontier and later became a defender of Kentucky 
against Indian intrusion. He is probably best known for his 
capture and later running and surviving five gauntlet runs at the 
hands of the Shawnee.

 For my painting “The Capture of Simon Kenton” I obtained 
transcripts from the Lyman C. Draper files in the Kentucky 
Gateway Museum of Simon Kenton going to recover horses that 
were stolen from frontier settlements. The staff at the museum 
typed and prepared the manuscript for me.

In September 1778, Kenton age 23, with William Montgomery 
and George Clark set out for the Shawnee town of Chillicothe. 
Kenton had asked Daniel Trabue to go with them, but at the last 
moment Daniel’s brother, James talked him out of going. 

This is the original manuscript from the Lyman Draper files of 
what Kenton told to his nephew Asal Owen about his capture. 
(Grammar and spelling is as found in manuscript)

Captivity –1778 Got quite a drove of horses- hide them in 
a ravine, as they could not get over the Ohio (to Kentucky) , 
as the wind was so high~ made several attempts to cross, but 
failed. Clark and Montgomery wished to leave the horses & all 
cross the Ohio and escape, to which Kenton would not consent- 
went to ravine with the horses to wait the lulling of the wind. 
Indians came ~ Kenton flashed his gun at one of the Indians 
before firing , & quite near ~ when one of two approached 
from behind before he knew it, & seized him spite of his 
struggles soon had him fastened with rawhide tugs(?). One 
chief, rather thinks he was old Black Fish at whom he flashed 
his gun now interrogated him.

“You Boone?”
“No”
“What you come for?”
“To see the country and to hunt.”
“You d- - - lie, you come to steal Indian hoss.”
“Well,” said Kenton, “you steal our hosses.”
“You d- - - rascal- you come to steal Indian hoss, do you?’
& then commenced whipping him smartly over the shoulders 
with his gun stick until it was slivered to pieces- a wide 
seasoned hickory”

“You can judge how my back was,” said Kenton, in relating it. 
Then laid him flat on his back & fastened wrist  & ankles to 
saplings, & started for Clark, & failing to find him gathered 
up hosses, Soon heard two guns fire; & and the Indians yell 
raised, It proved to be Montgomery ~  & came back with 
Montgomery’s scalp powwowed & danced about for joy for a 
while. 

Probably the next night or soon after ~Indians had a dance of 
rejoicing & desired Kenton to rattle the gourd for them, with 
pebbles in it, for music – as the cords had had swollen his wrist 
& they were done exhibiting them ~ said if they would untie 
him, he would play for them; but they seemed afraid of giving 
him & and declined giving him any such levity. Thus refusing 
to rattle the gourd unless untied one of the warriors struck him 
with his war club across his arm ~ broke it; then Indians said 
“Take” ‘tother hand “ Kenton said , “No, it is sore ~ I will not.” 
Then the chief who whipped him stepped up & and gave him 

a blow on his head with his pipe tomahawk, knocking him to 
the ground senseless. They let him alone ~ securing an Indian 
to rattle the gourd for them. this was in the evening , & he lay 
senseless till about midnight, when he came to himself, saw the 
Indians dancing in a ring around a pole stuck in the ground 
with Montgomery’s scalp on it & dancing two & two together ~ 
then raise every now and then, then war whoop.

Next morning pretty early all bundled up & started their 
journey; Kenton told them he felt sick & weak that he could 
not travel; then they said he might ride on a horse ~ and rode 
that day, full of pain and misery~ suffering from his broken 
arm & wounded head ~Indians had splinted and dressed his 
arm in their rude way. Took pains as they placed him on a 
horse, tie his feet under the animals belly, so he could have no 
chance to escape. About him sat they camped.

He finally told the Indians that he did not wish to ride any 
more with his feet tied~ they raised him so he couldn’t . Then 
they got a wild colt & tied Kenton fast on him, with his feet 
fastened under the colts belly, with broken arm; let the colt 
go- he broke off into the woods & continued to run through the 
brush till it ran itself down! Then came to the drove of horses 
& walked along as gently as any of them. Indians did tie some 
small kettles on Kenton’s back so they rub & rattle & got off by 
humping up his back as they passed under tree-------raked off. 
When the colt subdued, Indians took Kenton off.

Lewis Collins in Historical Sketches of Kentucky explains Kenton’s 
capture this way. “…… In September of the same year, (1788) 
in company with George Clark, they proceeded to Chillicothe on 
a similar expedition. Arriving in the night, they found a pound of 
horses, and succeeded  in haltering seven, not without some noise. The 
mounted in haste, hotly persuaded by the enraged savages. Riding all 
night and the next day, they struck the Ohio at the mouth of Eagle 
creek, a few miles below Maysville. The wind was high and the river 
exceedingly rough, so that the frightened horses refused to cross, after 
several ineffective efforts to compel them. Here they rashly waited until 
the next day, hoping that the wind would abate; but, although the 
next day the wind did subside, the horses could by no means be forced 
into the river, owing to the fright they had received the day before. 
Satisfied that longer delay would be dangerous, they each mounted a 
horse, abandoning the remaining four. But after turning them loose, 
with an indecision unworthy of a leader at least, it is determined that 
would have all or none. They now separated to hunt up the horses 
they had just unhaltered. Kenton had not ridden far before he heard 
a whoop from behind him. Instead of putting spurs to his horse and 
galloping off like a sensible man, he deliberately dismounted from his 
horse, tied him, and crept back in the direction of the noise. At the 
top of the bank he saw two Indians and a white man, all mounted. 
It was too late to retreat-he raised his rifle, took aim, and –it flashed! 
Now, at last, he took to his heels, the Indians dashing after him with 
a yell. He gained the some fallen timber, and thus was in a fair way 
to elude his mounted pursuers, when , upon emerging into open 
woods, he beheld an Indian galloping around the brush a few rods 
from him. The game was up, and for the first time he was a prisoner 
of the savages, furious at the attempt to steal their property.

While the Indians were bearing and upbraiding him as a “hoss 
steal”, Montgomery very foolishly came to his assistance, fired without 
effect. And fled. Two of the Indians gave chase, and in a few minutes 
returned with his bleeding scalp. Clark, the only one of the three 
having his five wits in a healthy condition, laid whip and escaped.

In the painting I placed Kenton before his Indian captors on their 
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way back to Chillicothe.  He is wearing a linen hunting shirt 
and deer skin leggings and moccasins that were common in that 
period. The hunting shirt has a cape and is wrapped around his 
waist. They were usually held in place by a sash or leather belt. 
The overlapping fold of the shirt at the waist created a pocket that 
held tow for cleaning his gun or food.  Under the hunting shirt he 
would be wearing a breech clout held up by a belt as described by 
Nathan Boone of frontiersman of those times. His hair is down 
but before he was captured it would have been braided in back 
and tied with a ribbon. A rope is around his neck to lead him on 
his journey and his hands are tied in front. He has been roughed 
up but he still has a defiant demeanor. To get a good likeness of 
his face I referred to paintings of him. One good one was located 
in the Ohio Historical Society. That painting was made when he 
was old, but I tried to give him a youthful face while retaining 
the large forehead, long pointed nose, deep blue eyes and auburn 
hair that I found in descriptions of him. His captors are wearing 
a mixture of native and European clothing. Their shirts and 
waist coats are linen or fustian. Their leggings and moccasins are 
buckskin. The warrior look with plucked hair and scalp lock with 
attached feathers and other ornamentation was still in fashion. 
All are wearing trade silver arm bands, wrist bands and ear rings. 
The Shawnee were known to favor rifles but the native walking 
and leading the horse on the extreme left is carrying a smoothbore 

musket. Horses were small by today’s standards. Often they are 
described as ponies. 

The brightest parts of the painting are the two Indians behind 
Kenton and Kenton’s upper body. I painted the mounted Indian 
on the left wearing a blue hunting shirt and the other wearing 
a red waist coat. That area of the painting draws your eye to 
the focal point of Kenton. Everything around these figures was 
darkened down.  The painting is a 24”x 30” oil on canvas. It took 
six months to complete.  It was purchased by a collector who then 
gave it to the Kentucky Gateway Museum, 225 Sutton Street, 
Maysville, Kentucky.   

References
1. Trabue, Daniel, Westward into Kentucky, The Narrative of Daniel 
Trabue,  The University Press Of Kentucky, p 54.

2. Kenton’s Capture, Imprisonment, and Treatment at the Hands 
of the Shawnees, Sept1788 as related to his nephew, Asal Owen, 
who transcribed the material. Draper Manuscripts, series BB, 
Volume 7, Simon Kenton collection, found at the Kentucky 
Gateway Museum Center, 215 Sutton Street, Maysville, KY.

3. Collins, Lewis, Historical Sketches of Kentucky, A. & U.P. James, 
Cincinnati, 1847, p 386-7.  
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Sometimes mistakes happen regardless of how hard we try 
to get it right the first time.

Due to a couple of inquiries regarding discrepancies in 
the Top Ten report published last month, I have TRIPLE 
checked all of the data and found that I’ve made a few 
mistakes and omissions. My apologies to all who this 

may have affected. Feel free to contact me at any time 
regarding the Territorial program. The appropriate 
awards will be sent to those who may have earned them. 
Congratulations to all for your accomplishments in 
making the Top Ten. 

The corrected Top Ten Scores are as follows: 

NMLRA Territorial Report
By Rick Repovsch

NMLRA 2018 Territorial 
Overall Top Guns

OVERALL TOP GUN MEN:
Larry Hand, GA

OVERALL TOP GUN WOMEN:
Neysa Bush, CA

OVERALL TOP GUN YOUTH:
John Cobb, GA and Ryan Snyder, WV  (Tie)

C O R R E C T I O N

AGGREGATE A-OFFHAND CHAMPIONSHIP
Tim Marsh IN 183-3X
Leo Holmes MI 176-5X
Larry Hand AL 173-2X
Greg Hill  VT 173-1X
 Tie Breaker
Clint Richmond AL 173-1X
 Tie Breaker
Morgan Greenlee IN 173-0X
Rod Brim  MO 171-1X
Bill Millican AL 170-2X
Terry Mulligan PA 170-1X
Ed Dennis MI 169-1X

AGGREGATE B-FLINTLOCK CHAMPIONSHIP
Morgan Greenlee IN  180-4X
Robert Pollock Jr. PA  180-3X
Larry Hand AL  176-1X
Mike Rayburn AL  171-1X
Nathan Holmes MI  170-0X
Bill Millican AL  166-3X
Richard Marsh IN  166-0X
Tim Marsh IN  165-3X
John Arrowood PA  163-2X
Clint Richmond AL  162-1X

AGGREGATE C-BENCH CHAMPIONSHIP
Rick Repovsch MN  195-5X
Ray Scites PA  194-3X
Stephanie Harding PA  193-7X
Michael Wengert PA  191-6X
Melvin Hartranft PA  191-3X
Neil Eddington IN  191-2X
Dave Maddox MI  190-3X
Joe Manzer NY  189-5X
Ken Laverty OR  189-4X
Kevin Arbogast WV  189-3X

AGGREGATE D-MUSKET CHAMPIONSHIP
Bill Koppos NY  260-4X
David Reed GA  258-3X
Larry Hand AL  257-0X
Darrell Vigue IN  245-0X
Clint Richmond AL  244-2X
Warren Howard GA  232-2X
John Mouzon GA  231-1X
Terry Tasler MN  230-1X
James Jaskoviak NC  226-1X
Herb Nicholson AL  226-0X

AGGREGATE E-ONE GUN CHAMPIONSHIP
Rod Brimm MO  183-2X
John Arrowood PA  171-2X
Rick Reed  ME  171-1X
Pat Reed  AK  170-3X
Steven McKenzie PA  169-4X
Leo Holmes MI  167-2X
John Mouzon  GA  167-1X
Jamie Snyder WV  164-1X
Adam Eckard WV  164-0X
 Tie Breaker
Steven Harding PA  164-0X
 Tie Breaker

AGGREGATE F-CROSS STICKS CHAMPIONSHIP
Ronald Smith PA  191-6X
Melvin Hartranft PA  191-5X
Mike Evock OR 190-5X
Tim Taylor AL  189-5X
Dan Carroll ID  187-3X
Russ Anderson MI  185-2X
Roger McFall ID  184-3X
Stephanie Harding PA  183-5X
Eric Piccioni ME  181-2X
Steven Harding PA  180-4X
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AGGREGATE G-LADIES CHAMPIONSHIP
Neysa Bush CA  177-1X
Ann Reed  WV  169-2X
Gayle Noakes MN  168-1X
Marsha Anderson MI  167-1X
Mary Amelia Taylor AL  167-0X
Shannon Lewis WV  165-0X
Tara Manzer NY  164-1X
Margret Millican GA  156-0X
Carolyn Orr CA  155-0X
Greta Schlabs NE  153-1X

AGGREGATE H-JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP
John Cobb AL  180-5X
Reed Elliott WV  178-3X
Andy Marsh IN  176-0X
Ryan Snyder WV  173-0X
Joseph Cassetta ME  171-1X
Bobby Pollock III PA  163-3X
Caleb Bostic WV  163-1X
Colton Holmes MI  162-1X
James Weissmann IN  160-1X
Walker Bliek MI  153-0X

AGGREGATE I-SKEET CHAMPIONSHIP
Rady Dyer CO  74
Sam Gladden CO  72
Richard Dale MO  71
Sommer Tucker IL  63
Joe P Brown MO  62
David Horton MO  60
Jim Tucker IL  59
David Yeubanks IL  52
David L McMurray MI  49
Eric Engleberth MI  29

AGGREGATE J-TRAP AGGREGATE
Eric Engelberth IL  39-38
Mark Sellaro IN  38-35
Steve Case IL  38-24
Colt Doster IN  37-36
Dave Yeubanks CO  37-35
 Tie Breaker
Andy Larson CO  37-35
 Tie Breaker
Will Elliott CO  37-27
Kim Davis  MO  37-15
David Horton MO  35-14
Blake Hamilton IN  34-26

AGGREGATE K-PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIP
John Bauer NC  279-1X
Mark Tompkins NH  277-6X
Eric Spivey NH  275-3X
Lou Helsel IN  274-4X
Clint Richmond AL  270-5X
Alan Ross  CA  270-4X
Michael Reece MI  266-5X
Brian G Rowell VT 264-1X
James Jaskoviak NE  263-3X
Curt Brandt FL  262-3X

AGGREGATE L-PRIMITIVE CHAMPIONSHIP
Eric Piccioni VT 150-0X
Park A Wood MO  146-0X
Clayton Wilson MO  140-0X
Harland Blodgett ME  138-2X
Bob Howard MO  133-0X
John Monti ME  131-0X
Jim Bob Hartlage  GA  124-0X
Bill Koppos NY  117-0X
Brock Jones NC  109-0X
Jim Jaskoviak IL 101-0X

AGGREGATE M
SUB JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP
John Cobb AL  100-10X
Michael Valoriano NC  95-2X
Madison Nagy MI  88-0X
Rugar Holmes IL  87-1X
Brady Thyimus WV  85-0X
Autumn Marsh IN  83-0X
Seth Brands CO  81-0X
Emily Harmon NC  79-0X
Regan Peterson NE  78-0X
Kiley Snyder WV  67-0X

AGGREGATE N
HUNTERS CHAMPIONSHIP
Rollo MacWilliams ME  170-1X
Larry Hand AL  163-1X
Clint Richmond AL  161-0X
Daniel Williams PA  159-2X
Richard Marsh IN  158-3X
Leo Holmes MI  158-0X
Adam Eckard WV  157-4X
Rod Brimm MI  156-1X
John Arrowood PA  151-3X
Terry Mulligan PA  151-0X

AGGREGATE O
SIGHTED SMOOTHBORE CHAMPIONSHIP
Harry Marsh IN  186-2X
Fred Lotts WV  180-2X
Pat Reed  AK  179-1X
Richard Marsh IN  173-0X
Terry Tasler IA  169-2X
Rollo MacWilliams ME  169-1X
Leo Holmes MI  169-0X
Jim Jaskoviak IA  163-2X
Ed Dennis MI  158-1X
Mike Compton NE  154-0X

AGGREGATE P
UNLIMITED LONGHUNTER CHAMPIONSHIP
Tim Marsh IN  182-2X
Larry Hand AL  178-3X
Harry Marsh IN  165-2X
Rod Brimm MO  165-0X
 Tie Breaker
Morgan Greenlee IN  165-0X
 Tie Breaker
Robert Pollock Jr PA  159-1X
Clint Richmond AL  154-0X
Mike Rayburn AL  149-1X
Bobby Pollock lll PA  149-0X
Steve McKenzie PA  148-0X

AGGREGATE Q
LADIES OFFHAND CHAMPIONSHIP
Shannon Lewis WV  172-1X
Neysa Bush ID/OR  170-3X
Janine Beaver MO  166-1X
Sara Lotts WV  165-0X
Margret Millican GA  161-2X
Regina Snyder WV  157-1X
Rebecca Reeder PA  156-2X
Marsha Anderson MI  155-1X
Gerry Rubbo PA  149-2X
Dana Lamberton NC  149-0X

2018
Territorial Top Gun Report

See next page for more 2018 
Territorial scores and page 65 for a 
list of the 2019 Territorials. Ideas, 
questions and concerns in regards 
to the National Territorial Program 
can be directed to Rick Repovsch, 

rrepovsch@hotmail.com.
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AGGREGATE R
SMOOTHBORE CHAMPIONSHIP
Stan Reed WV  174-3X
Harry Marsh IN 164-1X
Kenyon Simpson NY  149-1X
Mike Compton IL  146-0X
Allen Smith VT 145-0X
Ralph Cook ME  142-1X
Tom Wilkins NC  139-0X
Sandy MacWilliams ME  135-0X
Terry Briggs ME  134-0X
 Tie Breaker
Fred Lipp  IL  134-0X
 Tie Breaker

AGGREGATE S
LADIES TRAP CHAMPIONSHIP
Linda Yeubanks IN  32-00
 Tie Breaker
Tina Hitchner IN  32-00
 Tie Breaker
Sommer Tucker IL  31-00
Bonnie Fernwalt MI  29-16
Terri Townsend IN  29-00
Mary Dale MO  28-13
Loweva Yeubanks MO  19-07
Pat King  MI  13-06

AGGREGATE T
INTERMEDIATE CHAMPIONSHIP
Owen Prokosch MN 128-0X
James Weissmann IN  114-0X
Liam Bracy ME  111-0X
Caleb Bostic WV  108-0X
Bobby Pollock lll PA  99-0X
Joshua Bostic WV  92-0X
Ryan Snyder WV  51-0X
Meg Glines NH 32-0X

AGGREGATE U
LADIES HUNTER CHAMPIONSHIP
Neysa Bush OR  166-1X
Shannon Lewis WV  159-2X
Ann Reed  WV  150-0X
Rebecca Reeder PA  138-0X
Gerry Rubbo PA  136-2X
Sara Lotts WV  132-0X
Linda Preston MN  131-2X
Kristen Peglow IA  124-0X
Jean Schiller ME  118-1X
Debbie Futral NC  117-0X
 Tie Breaker

AGGREGATE V
CARTRIDGE CHAMPIONSHIP
Neil Eddington IN  290-8X
Larry Hand AL  287-4X
Tim Lanini NH  271-6X
James Jaskoviak NC  270-4X
Richard Odette ME  268-5X
Bob Wetzler IN  266-6X
Eric Piccioni VT 262-4X
Mike Compton IA  259-3X
Greg Hill  VT 259-1X
Jay Ferguson NC  254-4X

AGGREGATE W
LIGHT BENCH CHAMPIONSHIP
Tim Brazzell MO  188-3X
Tim Taylor AL  187-5X
Ken Laverty OR  187-4X
Dan Carroll ID  186-2X
Gayle Noakes MN  183-2X 
 Tie Breaker
Raymond J Scites PA  183-2X
 Tie Breaker
David Edge MN  183-2X
 Tie Breaker
Peter Sheets NE  182-3X
Melvin Hartranft PA  181-1X
Tim Ulrich PA  179-4X

AGGREGATE X
LADIES PISTOL CHAMPIONSHIP
Neysa Bush ID  269-4X
Lynn Helsel IN  262-5X
Gerry Rubbo PA  225-2X
Marsha Anderson MI  225-1X
Carolyn Orr ID  207-1X
Sandy Thomas MI  198-0X
Sherry Pennell CA  186-0X
Leslie Nugent OR  184-0X
 Tie Breaker
Mary Wilkie CO  184-0X
 Tie Breaker
Becky Henderson AL  168-0X
AGGREGATE Y
UNLIMITED YOUTH HUNTER 
CHAMPIONSHIP
Andy Marsh IN  126-2X
Rebecca Reeder PA  123-1X
Ryan Snyder WV  121-0X
Blake Watring MO  113-1X
Caleb Bostic WV  113-0X
James Weissmann IN  100-0X
Bobby Pollock lll PA  98-0X
 Tie Breaker
Joshua Bostic WV  98-0X
 Tie Breaker
Walker Bliek MI  98-0X
 Tie Breaker
Colton Holmes MI  94-2X

AGGREGATE Z
LADIES SKEET CHAMPIONSHIP
Sommer Tucker CO  12-06
Linda Yeubanks CO  11-04
Joyce Gladden CO  6-03

AGGREGATE AA
FLINTLOCK TRAP CHAMPIONSHIP
Mark Sellaro IN  27-00
Andy Larson CO  25-12
Buddy Townsend IN  25-00
John F Miller MO  23-11
MJ Longstreth IN  22-00
Steve Case IL  21-10
Jim Tucker IL  21-09
Ed Hanson MI  20-13
Carl Meisenheimer MO  17-07
Barry Steele MO  15-11

AGGREGATE BB
FLINTLOCK SKEET CHAMPIONSHIP
Jim Tucker IL  13-05
Sommer Tucker IL  12-08
Steve Case IL  12-07
Ed Henson MI  12-05
Joe P Brown MO  10-03
Carl Hill  MO  8-02

AGGREGATE CC
REVOLVER CHAMPIONSHIP
John Bauer NC  368-5X
Eric Spivey NH  358-7X
Alan Ross  CA  351-2X
Clint Richmond AL  342-1X
James Jaskoviak NC  335-3X
Mark Tompkins NH  334-1X
Neysa Bush CA  333-3X
Randy Collinham NE  317-0X
Mike Garberich MN  316-1X
Kevin Klatt ID  309-1X

AGGREGATE DD
INLINE BENCH OPEN SIGHTS 
CHAMPIONSHIP
Jerald Hartman MO  233-0X
David Horton MO  229-1X
Carl Meisenheimer MO  212-0X
Park A Wood MO  211-1X
Elaina Antle CO  210-2X
Lyle Kruger IL  116-0X
Harland Blodgett VT 94-0X

AGGREGATE EE
INLINE BENCH SCOPE CHAMPIONSHIP
Todd Fisk  IN 299-14X
Jason Day  IN 296-13X
Bob Wetzler IN   289-9X
Stan Reed WV   279-5X
Fred Lotts WV   278-6X
Dwayne Sumpter MO   272-4X
Bob Howard MO   272-3X
Eric Piccioni NH   272-1X
Ray Scites WV   265-2X
Jerald Hartman MO   262-3X
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TERRITORIAL MATCHES
PARTICIPATION IS NOT LIMITED BY STATE

ALABAMA
RIFLE & PISTOL

May 3-5, 2019
Sponsor Club: Alabama State Muzzle Loading Rifle 

Assoc. 
Contact: Margaret Meg Millican, 205-629-7192, 

1megawoman@gmail.com
Range Location:  Brierfield Ironworks Historical State 

Park, 240 Furnace Parkway Brierfield, AL 35035
brierfield@att.net 205-665-1856

ALASKA 
PISTOL & RIFLE

June 20-24, 2019
Sponsor Club: AK State Muzzleloaders Assoc., Co 

Sponsor McKinley Mountain Men Muzzle 
Loading Rifle Club

Contact: Robert Bargewell, 907-376-1079, 
chiefw5@mtaonline.net

Range location: Fort Wick, off Yoder Road, 
near Talkeetna, AK

CALIFORNIA
RIFLE & PISTOL

May 8-12, 2019
Sponsor Club: Sacramento Valley Muzzle Loaders

Contact: Neysa Bush, 916-362-1469, 
916-278-7091, neysamb@aol.com

Range location: Sacramento Valley Shooting Center, 
Sloughhouse, CA

COLORADO
RIFLE & PISTOL

June 14-16, 2019
Sponsor Club: Buckhorn Skinners

Contact: Ron Ring, 970-692-4658, 
rring282@gmail.com

Range location: Fort Lupton, Co

TRAP & SKEET
July 10-14, 2019

Sponsor Club: Colorado State Muzzleloaders Assoc.
Contact: Tom Hart, 719-289-1840, 

TKhart25@gmail.com
Range location: Blue Valley Sportsman Club, 

Kremmling, CO

FLORIDA
RIFLE & PISTOL

April 11-14 2019
Sponsor Club: Florida Frontiersmen Inc. 

Match Director Mark Landon, 813-758-3376, 
mdlandon3@verizon.net

Contact: Susie Hull, hullsusie@gamil.com 
Range Location: 1000 Old Ft. Meade Rd. 

Homeland, FL 33847

GEORGIA
RIFLE & PISTOL
October 17-19, 2019

Sponsor Club: Blue Ridge Mountain Men 
Contact: Dan Pressley, 706-491-2376, 

706-754-7791, dpressley@windstream.net
Range Location: 2208 Toms Creek Rd. Martin, GA

ILLINOIS
RIFLE & PISTOL

May 17-19, 2019
Sponsor Club: Prairieland Frontiersmen 

Contact: Lyle Kruger, 217-343-6161, 
217-536-6454, lekruger@frontiernet.net 

Range location: 1450 E. Co. Rd. 800 N. 
Moultrie Co. IL 61951

TRAP & SKEET
September 27-29, 2019

Sponsor Club: Prairieland Frontiersmen
Contact: Lyle Kruger, 217-343-6161, 

217-536-6454, lekruger@frontiernet.net 
Range location: 14295 N. 1025th St. 

Effingham, IL 62401

INDIANA
RIFLE & PISTOL
September 6-8, 2019
Sponsor Club: NMLRA

Contact: Rick Repovsch, 763-233-2105, 
rrepovsch@hotmail.com 

Range location: Walter Cline Range,
 Friendship, IN.

TRAP & SKEET
September 14-22, 2019 

*Held during Sept. National Shoot*
Sponsor Club: NMLRA

Contact: Will Elliott, 937-971-9274
Range Location: Walter Cline Range Friendship, IN 

IOWA
RIFLE & PISTOL

May 24-26, 2019
Sponsor Club: Beaver Creek Plainsmen, Inc. 
Contact: Norma Holcomb, 515-262-4712, 
515-979-3446, norma.holcomb@q.com

Range location: 10842 N 103rd Ave. 
West, Collins, IA. 50216

MAINE
RIFLE & PISTOL

July 12-14, 2019
Sponsor Club: York County Powder Burners

Contact: Michael Davis, 207-637-2603, 
103staples@gmail.com

Range location: 679 Cape Rd. (Rt. 117) Limington
 

MICHIGAN
TRAP & SKEET

May 31- June 1&2, 2019
Sponsor Club: Grant Valley Cap ‘n’ Ballers
Contact: Ron Fernwalt, 616-836-5760, 

616-836-5760, rbfern@triton.net
Range location: 3506 26th St. 

Hopkins, MI 49328

RIFLE & PISTOL
August 16-18, 2019

Sponsor Club: Tobacco River Muzzle Loaders
Contact: Cari Jefferson, 989-435-4700, 
301-256-7784, cariljefferson@aol.com
Range location: Beaverton, MI 48612

MINNESOTA
RIFLE & PISTOL

July 11-14, 2019
Sponsor Club: Gopher Rifle and Revolver Club

Contact: Rick Repovsch, 763-233-2105.
 rrepovsch@hotmail.com

Range Location: Harris, MN

MISSOURI
RIFLE & PISTOL 

April 11-14, 2019
Sponsor Club: Ft. Osage Muzzle Loaders

Match Director: Jim Thorp, 660-232-4944
jimthorp40@gmail.com

Contact: Richard Brinkman, rhbrink@hotmail.com 
Range location: 1637 N.W. 550th Rd. 

Kingsville, MO. 64061

TRAP & SKEET
Oct. 18-20, 2019

Sponsor Club: Lentz Macon 63 Gun Club, LLC
Contact: Linda Yeubanks, 660-385-4963, 

dyeubanks@yahoo.com
Range location: Lentz Macon 63 Gun Club LLC, 

29790 Jigsaw Pl., Macon, MO. 63552

NEBRASKA
RIFLE & PISTOL

April 25- 28, 2019
Sponsor Club: Fort Atkinson Muzzleloaders

Contact: Greta Schlabs, 402-533-8389, 
402-672-7202, grlherman@abbnebraska.com 

Range location: Winslow, NE

NEW HAMPSHIRE
RIFLE & PISTOL

June 28-30, 2019
Sponsor Club: Sunset Mountain 

Contact: Julie Cate, 603-648-2106, 
frizzinfan@aim.com

Range location: Canterbury, NH.

NEW YORK
RIFLE & PISTOL

October 4-6, 2019
Sponsor Club: Old Saratoga Muzzle Loading Club

Contact: Tara Manzer, 518-664-3713,
 osmlcsecretary@gmail.com

Range location: 159 Duell Rd. 
Schuylerville, NY 12871

NORTH CAROLINA
RIFLE & PISTOL

April 11-14, 2019 
Sponsor Club: Crosse Creek Rifle and Pistol Club, Inc.

Contact: Robert  Buck Buchanan, 
910-977-6200, buck100-10x@nc.rr.com

Range location: 3229 Blossom Road, 
Fayetteville, NC. 28306

OREGON
RIFLE & PISTOL

July 18-23, 2019
Sponsor Club: Western States Muzzle Loading Assoc.

Contact: Michael Bush, 916-362-1469, 
meanmike8665@aol.com

Range location: Josephine County Sportsman Assoc., 
Grants Pass, OR

PENNSYLVANIA
RIFLE & PISTOL

July 19-21, 2019
Sponsor Club: Blue Mountain Muzzleloading Riffle 

Assoc.
Contact: John Arrowood, 484-459-2735, 

benchgunner@gmail.com
Range location: Shartlesville, PA

VERMONT
RIFLE, PISTOL, TRAP & SKEET

May 16-19, 2019
Sponsor Club: Lamoille Valley Fish & Game Club

Contact: Harland Blodgett, 802-899-3889,
 hfblodgett@yahoo.com

Range location: 1156 Garfield Rd. 
Morrisville, VT. 05661

WEST VIRGINIA
RIFLE & PISTOL 

May 17-19, 2019
Sponsor Club: Tygart Valley Muzzleloaders

Contact: Darrell Serrett, 304-335-2305, 
muzzleloader@suddenlink.net 

Range location: Five Miles East of Beverly on 
Files Creek Rd. Izaak Walton League Property 

For the most 
current 

information, 
visit us 

online at:
nmlra.org
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I’ve been shooting Muzzleloaders for nigh onto fifty years, 
usually with a club of like-minded fools. In all of those years, 
only a handful of people have been given “names”. You could say 
that this practice is a continuation of that of the American Indian 
culture, except that Indians all were given “names” whereas 
within our muzzleloading clans, something really noteworthy 
had to occur for naming. Such was the case of “Slick.” 

We had a mild fall that year, almost twenty years ago, the kind 
with little rain and no snow. Just as hunting season was due; we 
finally had a cold snap so fierce that in the space of one week 
the leaves turned the most beautiful shades imaginable, and 
then they fell, leaving a 
parade of barren sticks 
as far as one could see.

John Barry, my hunting 
partner since BML 
(before Muzzleloaders), 
came over the night 
before so we could load 
my gear into the back 
of his truck and get 
away at a decent hour 
(for us anyway) in the 
morning. 

The drive to our usual 
hunting spot was long 
and uneventful, so I 
won’t bore you with the 
details.

We arrived with enough 
light to pitch camp 
and have a lite meal. 
At dawn’s early light (with apologies to Mr. Key) we rolled out 
of our beds and prepared for the hunt. In deference to the afore 
mentioned cold snap we dressed warmly, layering up from long 
johns through flannel shirts topping all with homemade blanket 
coats. Snug! Next came our possibles and guns. Yes, I said guns. 
We went after anything that flew (legal, that is), that could grease 
our chins, so we both had flintlock smoothbores.  John’s was a 
really nice copy of a British officer’s fusil (read mini Brown Bess). 
With a bore of .66” instead   of a .75” it is a very pleasant gun to 
shoot with either a shot or ball.  Mine, on the other hand, needs 
some description or an apology on your point of view. Years ago, 

in a state far away, I bought a second hand Thompson/Center 
Renegade in .50 percussion from a fellow shooter. Not being 
partial to the short barrel or .50 caliber for that matter, I bought 
a .54 barrel, 32 inches long from Track of the Wolf, added a Tedd 
Cash nose cap and an entry pipe, got rid of the adjustable sights 
and cut down the stock’s comb by over one half inch. I shot that 
rifle for a number of years that way until I moved to the great 
northwest.

Up there the shooters are far more likely to be shooting rifle, 
pistol and, God help me, a smoothbore! Now, I freely admit I 
always knew what smoothbores were; I have even owned and 

shot a few. However, 
that was back in the 
seventies! I’ve been 
a caplock man ever 
since. 

Now to the point, 
in order to acquire a 
flint smoothbore and 
not have to spend a 
fortune, I decided to 
have a smoothbore 
barrel made and buy 
an L&R lock to fit 
the Renegade stock. 
So far, so good. The 
set triggers had to go. 
To my knowledge, 
meager to be sure, 
no smoothbore ever 
had set triggers! The 
conversion turned out 
to be simple. Removal 

of the large spring and the rear trigger along with the small 
adjustments screw gave me a single trigger which lets off the 
locks just fine. Replacing the hooked trigger guard with a large 
fowler guard completed the job. The custom barrel was exactly 
what I asked for, .58 smoothbore in a one inch octagon to round 
shape. Looking at the gun from the side, you see an English 
gun circa 1830. Looking at the muzzle you see a gas pipe! In 
retrospect, I should have asked for at least a .62 caliber maybe 
even .66! Well at least it is robust! 

Back to the hunt, the air was crisp and so was the footing. We 
had to move slowly and with the care to avoid spooking our 

HowSlick
Got His Name

By Loco Jeff (Blue Jacket) Ritter
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pray. After almost an hour of slow motion stalking we arrived at 
the clearing we have hunted for many seasons past. Imagine our 
surprise, when instead of flushing birds we saw the most elegant 
buck ever, standing broadside at the far edge of the clearing! It 
was a good one hundred yards plus shot.

It has been said that “God suffers, fools and little children.” I 
don’t know which I was that day (and if you do please allow me 
my ignorance).

As it happened, I hadn’t loaded my gun yet.  John had a full 
load of shot, number four as I remember, over 80 grains of FFg. 
He looked at me in panic and I held up my hand to signal my 
intention to look in my bag for a ball and patch. I was starting to 
panic myself when at last my fingers closed on a ball. I displayed 
this trophy to John and silently mouthed the words “no patch.” 
Without a moments delay he mouthed back “Powder” and held 
up three fingers. For range work my powder charge is sixty grains 
of FFg. For hunting, depending on the circumstance, I’ve been 
known to use two or even three measures full. This was defiantly 
a three measures deal! As I dumped the third measure down the 
muzzle, I was still wondering what John was going to use for 
patching. He handed over his gun and I gave him mine (he was 
the only one smart enough to have an either sex deer tag!).

Without further ado, he struggled off his heavy coat, flipped his 
hat onto the ground and proceeded to rub the left sleeve of his 
flannel shirt vigorously on his hair. It must be said that the old 
Jingle “a little dab will do” meant little to john Barry. Thus lubed 

the sleeve was quickly laid over the muzzle, the ball thumped 
level and having skinned his belt knife out, cut off!

It took but one thrust of the ram rod to seat the ball! Another 
motion primed and cooked the lock and only one more to 
shoulder it, aim and fire the piece!

The blast of the triple charge and the ensuing cloud of smoke 
obscured the entire clearing from our view. The air was so still, 
flapping our arms would have done little good, so we waited. 
At last we could see the far side of the clearing and no buck! We 
reasoned that with that triple charge of powder, either John had 
hit that buck squarely or the ball was still going! 

There was nothing for it. Neither of us had any round balls 
to reload with so we just hitched up our belts and crossed the 
clearing to see what John had done. Well, that ball patched 
with a corner of John’s flannel shirt and greased with a hair 
goop had killed that buck! We found the ball in the far side just 
under the hide. He dressed out at almost one hundred pounds 
of good venison and kept John and his family fed for the better 
part of the winter!

Needless to say, when related to the club, the story of his hunt 
earned John the “name” of Slick John” not only for the use of a 
hair grooming product for his lube, but for the quick thinking 
in solving the patch problem. 

And by the way, he still wears that shirt, hole in the sleeve and 
all!  
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.22FUN
SHOOTNMLRA

Work
Weekend
April 5, 6 & 7, 2019

Walter Cline Range,
Friendship, Indiana

Young or old, big or small...
We've got a job for one & all!

Please Join Us!

To volunteer, 
contact the 

NMLRA office at 
812.667.5131
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DIXIE GUN WORKS: 
www.dixiegunworks.com

FRIENDSHIP STATE BANK: 
www.friendshipstatebank.com

JIM CHAMBERS 
FLINTLOCKS LTD:
www.flintlocks.com

LOG CABIN SPORT SHOP:
www.logcabinship.com

NRA WHITTINGTON 
CENTER:

www.nrawc.org

P-BAR COMPANY LLC:
www.eco-slug.com

THE MAINE 
POWDER HOUSE:

www.mainpowderhouse.com

OCTOBER COUNTRY:
www.octobercountry.com

WAZCO SCREENPRINTING:
www.wazcoscreenprinting.com

HI-DEF COATINGS:
www.hi-defcoatings.com

ILLINOIS STATE 
RIFLE ASSOCIATION

www.isra.org

NMLRA Business Members

For information on becoming an NMLRA Business Member, please contact 
Lindsey Brown at: lbrown@nmlra.org or call 812.667.5131.
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Limited Quantities 
Available!

The NMLRA
BUCK 101 HUNTER

Fixed Blade • Full Tang
• “NMLRA” Engraved Walnut Handle

• Distressed Leather Sheath Embossed 
with NMLRA Emblem

• Covered by Buck’s Forever Warranty

$99.95Only
Price Includes Shipping!

To order visit www.nmlra.org/shop or call 812.667.5131

visit us online at www.NMLRA.org

BACK IN STOCK IN 
LIMITED QUANTITIES! 

Call 812.667.5131 
To Order Yours!
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Limited Quantities 
Available!

Is Your Name on the Wall?
1 of 1000 Endowment Program

For more information about the program, please contact Bob Copner, 1 of 1000 
Endowment Chairmain, 4682 Valley End Lane, Fairfield, CA 94534, robert.copner@
comcast.net; or the NMLRA Office, P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021, 812.667.5131.

Attention 
1 of 1000 Members: 

If you would like to submit your 
1 of 1000 profile (appox. 400 words & 
photograph) explaining why being a 
member of the 1 of 1000 is important 

to you, please send it via e-mail 
to lmorath@nmlra.org 

and lbrown@nmlra.org. 
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• • •

If you have any recipes you’d like to share, please send them to me at 
the following address: Linda Fulmer, 3358 Mountain Road, Hamburg, PA 

19526; or e-mail to fulmer1776@comcast.net.

Cooking Up a Taste 
of Rendezvous

By Linda Fulmer

Pierogi Casserole

• Mix mashed potatoes, cream 
cheese and Cheez Whiz in bowl.
• Sauté onion in 1 cup butter until 
brown.  

• Layer cooked noodles, potatoes, 
and onion mixture alternately in 
buttered 9x13 inch baking dish. 
Bake, covered, 20 minutes at 350. 
Broil until golden brown. 

6 cups Mashed Potatoes
1 (8oz. pkg.) cream cheese
1 small jar Cheez Whiz

1 ½ cups salted butter
1 lb. lasagna noodles (cooked)
1 large onion, sliced
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NATIONAL RENDEZVOUS 
& LIVING HISTORY FOUNDATION, INC.

Corps of Discovery
May 16 – 19, 2019

85 Township Rd. 130, Toronto, OH
Contact: Russell Buck, 814-392-2394

goodhands51290@gmail.com

38th Southeastern Primitive Rendezvous
October 18 – 25, 2019

297 Reavis Road, Yadkinville, NC 27055
Contact: Bleu Reavis, 336-486-9355;

mybleu72@yahoo.com

25th Northeastern Primitive Rendezvous
July 12 – 19, 2019

701 Herrick Rd., Pawlett, VT
Contact: Sarah Fisher, 802-468-4730

sfisher710@gmail.com

43rd Eastern Primitive Rendezvous
September 20 – 28, 2019

2911 Stoney Run Rd., Sugar Grove, PA
Contact: Vennie Hotchkiss, 814-706-9169

vennie16350@gmail.com

Old Northwest Territory Primitive Rendezvous
To Be Announced

Messages from t he Rendezvous

Rendezvous
 Monthly

NMLRA-Sponsored Rendezvous Information 
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           Fifteenth Annual 
                    NRLHF 

                          Corps of Discovery 
May 16-19,2019  
At the Nichols’ Family Farm,  
85 Township Rd. 1305, Toronto, OH 43964  
 
  
You are invited to attend the National Rendezvous and Living History 
Foundation’s 15th Annual Corps of Discovery - an NRLHF territorial 
sanctioned teaching and living history event. Activities featured will include 
seminars, workshops, hawk and knife and archery competitions, black 
powder 101 plus camping, camaraderie and FUN!  
Corps of Discovery is open Thursday-Saturday to school children and the public 
for means of educating and attracting new interest into historic re- 

15th Annual
NRLHF Corps of Discovery

May 16-19, 2019
At the Nichols' Family Farm

85 Township Rd. 1305, Toronto, OH 43964
You are invited to attend the National Rendezvous and Living History 
Foundation's 15th Annual Corps of Discovery  - an NRLHF territorial 

sanctioned teaching and living history event. Activities featured will include 
seminars, workshops, hawk and knife and archery competitions, 

black powder 101 plus camping, camaraderie and FUN!

Corps of Discover is open Thursday - Saturday 
to school children and the public for means of eduction and 

attracting new interest in the re-enacting.

PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 14, 2019
Any Pre-registration postmarked after that date will be returned to sender. 
Pre-registration forms can be received by calling Mark Rebres (740) 632-8625; 
emailing 1snake97@frontier.net; or by visiting nrlhfcorpsofdiscovery.com. 

*NRLHF trade rules apply*
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Pre-Registration
Form

National Rendezvous and 
Living History Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 376
Hershey, PA 17033

717-312-3016 • NRLHF.org

Year   Circle One:          Old Northwest                Northeastern                Eastern                Southeastern

Last Name:      First Name:

Address:      City:

State:  Zip:    Phone (Home):            Phone (Cell):

E-mail Address:                   (Where you want your confirmation sent)

Commercial Trade Name:
NMLRA Members 18 & Over - $50 Each Non-NMLRA Members 18 & Over - $60 Each
Commercial: Goods over $2,001 - $50 Fee Large Blanket: Goods over $501 but less than $2,000 - $20 Fee
All Traders are responsible for knowing & complying with NRLHF Trade Rules

Emergency Contact:      Phone Number:

Medical or Physical Disabilities/Medications (optional):

NMLRA membership MUST be posted for each member

Name:       NMLRA #:       Age (             ) Fee:

Name:       NMLRA #:       Age (             ) Fee:

Name:       NMLRA #:       Age (             ) Fee:

Name:       NMLRA #:       Age (             ) Fee:

Name:       NMLRA #:       Age (             ) Fee:

       Commercial Trader or Blanket Trader Fee:

                         Total Amount Enclosed:

Skills you would like to volunteer for:  FIRST AIDE  -  GATE  -  WATCH  -  RANGE  -  HAWK & KNIFE  -  ARCHERY

Would you like to conduct a seminar?

*Will you be attending the feast? If so, how many?

Vehicle License #    State:  Model:   Make:

Utility Trailer License #    State:  Color:

Travel Trailer License #    State:
» I (we) listed above, agree by signing this form that the National Rendezvous and Living History Foundation, Inc. (NRLHF) 
is not liable for loss, damage, or injury, to myself or my property during the NRLHF event that I attend, and that I will abide 
by all of the rules and regulations of the NRLHF. I will also hold harmless the NRLHF for all losses resulting from my acts or 
omissions or those of my minor children. 

Signature:         Date:
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Dan Duhamel– Chairman; Corps of Discovery Delegate, 
724-947-4931; duhameld@yahoo.com

Melissa Adams – Secretary, EPR Delegate 
937-773-8085, whysacrow@gmail.com

Boyd Houy – EPR Delegate, 412-877-3226, 
boydhouy@gmail.com

Gary Flegel – ONW Delegate, 330-421-7451
oldgoat2@gmail.com

Robert Dunne– Vice Chairman, NEPR Delegate 
207-399-3018, busguybob@gmail.com

Karen Fuller – NEPR Delegate 
607-220-3324, kfuller.nepr.delegate@gmail.com

Greg Bagshaw - Public Relations Director; SEPR Delegate 
336-492-5137, vengier@vengier.com

Robert Woody - SEPR Delegate
robertwoody@att.net 

Non-Voting Staff
Mark Adamik, Jr. - Parliamentarian
440-465-9246, Mark.adamik@twcable.com 

Andrew Huey – Treasurer
937-935-4461, andrewhuey22@gmail.com 

NMLRA 
Representatives
Jim Fulmer; NMLRA Representative
3358 Mt. Rd., Hamburg, PA 19526, 610-488-1352
Fulmer1776@comcast.net 

Jerry Middendorf; NMLRA Representative
1252 N. Kentucky Ave., Westport, IN 47283
812-528-0532, JerryMiddendorf@hotmail.com

NRLHF 2019 Board of Directors and Delegates

• Anyone who attends NRLHF events and are under the age of 
18 MUST be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  They may not 
camp alone.
• There is no early set up fee for participants who are pre-registered
• NO ONE, not on the Booshways staff will be permitted to set up 
prior to the Wednesday preceding the start of the event, with the 
exception of the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer 
and Delegate.     
• NO PETS IN THE PRIMITIVE AREA.  The NRLHF follows the ADA 
rules and regulations. Pets in the modern area are subject to the 
NRLHF’s nuisance rule. (9/2011)

• Each participant who registers for a NRLHF rendezvous as a 
Commercial Trader or Large Blanket Trader must pay the par-
ticipant fee, along with the applicable Trader fee. Traders must 
comply with all NRLHF trade rules. Visit our website at www.nrlhf.
org for a list of the rules.
• In the event that someone does not attend the Foundation event 
for which he/she was pre-registered, he/she can request in writing 
a refund of the pre-registration fees within 30 days of the close of 
the event.  
• Refund requests are to be submitted to the Business Office. 
• A processing fee of $5.00 will be charged for all refunds. (9/2014)

• NO refund checks will be distributed before the event.

Pre-Registration Instructions and Definitions:
Payment:  Make checks/ money orders payable to NRLHF (US funds only) and mail to:  
NRLHF Business Office, P O Box 376, Hershey, PA  17033
ALL Pre-Registration forms must be postmarked no later than 30 days before the start date of the Ren-
dezvous.  Forms that are postmarked after the 30-day deadline will be returned to sender. 
» PayPal transactions must be dated 30 days before the start date of the Rendezvous.
   Funds will be refunded (less a $5.00 processing fee) on transactions dated after the deadline. (9/2014)
The NRLHF provides a reduced rate for NMLRA members and their immediate families. Immediate family 
includes spouse and legal dependents. Any person expelled or denied membership in the NMLRA is exclud-
ed from the preferred rate for their selves and their family members. If more than one person/family is list-
ed on a pre-registration form the membership number must be listed for each person/family. Participants 
attending a NRLHF event must show a current NMLRA membership card of a member of that family in 
order to obtain the reduced rate.  
Participants who are not NMLRA members may attend NRLHF events and participate in all activities and 
competitions fully and on an even basis with NMLRA members. 
ALL CHILDREN UNDER 17 ARE FREE

www.nrlhf.org

OTHER: 

76   MuzzleBlasts



March 2019   77



NMLRA 
Classif ied Ads

All Classified Ads are 72 cents per word (minimum of 15 words). Extras: words in bold type - $5, border around ad - $10. Words are considered 
to be each word in a name; initials in a name; abbreviations; addresses (each set of numbers and/or abbreviations); full zip code; telephone 

numbers; listing of products and prices of products, each item and each price. Please specify heading (i.e., “For Sale,”). 
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE.

Muzzle Blasts Advertising, P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021; phone (812) 667-5131.

ACCESSORIES
SHOOTER’S BOXES and Period-
style Furnishings: lap desks, 
candle boxes, fur trade mirrors. 
Quality craftsmanship. Go to www.
northridgewoodworking.com.

SHARPSIGHT OPTIC AID: Tired 
of fuzzy out of focus sights on your 
rifle or handgun? Check out www.
Sharpsights.com to bring those sights 
and target back into focus. 

BARRELS 
RICE BARREL CO., INC. Match 
grade quality. Traditional cut rifled 
on a proprietary state of the art 
CNC rifler. Straight barrels to 44", 
swamped to 48", rifled or smooth 
(any twist) square or round grooves. 
www.ricebarrels.com or (336) 492-
2614.

TIP CURTIS FRONTIER SHOP 
COLERAIN SWAMPED BARRELS, 
COLERAIN OCTAGON TO ROUND, 
GREEN MOUNTAIN SWAMP AND 
STRAIGHT BARRELS ALL BARRELS 
AVAILABLE IN  32”- 62”RIFLED 
OR SMOOTHBORE– PISTOL KITS. 
STRAIGHT BARREL RIFLE KITS. 
SMOOTHBORE RIFLE OR FOWLER 
KITS. SWAMPED BARREL RIFLE KITS. 
P.O. Box 203, Cross Plains, TN 37049. 
(615) 654-4445, tipcurtis@bellsouth.
net  

THE GUN WORKS is the master 
distributor of Oregon Barrel 
Company; making rifled and smooth 
bore barrels; 30 caliber to 2 bore 
pistol, rifle and cartridge, up to 35” 
octagon, tapered octagon, round, 
tapered round and octagon to round. 
Call for quote (541) 741-4118 or 
www.thegunworks.com. 

BLACK POWDER 
THE MAINE POWDER HOUSE 
Your #1 Source to BUY REAL Black 
Powder! WE have GOEX, Schuetzen 
and Swiss Black Powder. Visit our 
Website at www.mainepowderhouse.
com or call/text Today at 207-671-
5580.

BLACK POWDER FOR SALE  
Pacific Northwest Master 
Distributor, Swiss, Schuetzen, and 
Goex brands in stock. BUFFALO 
ARMS COMPANY 208-263-6953, 
www.buffaloarms.com.

COONIE’S BLACK POWDER, 
INC. Master distributor for Goex 
Powders (Since 1983): GOEX: 1Fg-
4Fg - Cannon - Cartridge - Cowboy - 
Express - Old Eynsford - Reenactor & 
SWISS Black Powder GOEX: Pinnacle 
& Clear shot (BP-Sub); (800) 713-
6321 - Fax (575) 393-6060, P.O. Box 
2062, Hobbs, NM. 88241.

BOOKS 
GEORGE SHUMWAY PUBLISHER, 
INC. Scholarly books on history 
and makers of the longrifle. Free 
catalog. 717-755-1196, 3900 Deep 
Run Lane, York, PA 17406. www.
shumwaypublisher.com.

BULLETS/
PATCHES 
THE GUN WORKS -  MASTER 
distributor of Black Widow 
Bullets (proven to have very good 
knockdown power) and Bridger's 
Best patching. Looking for dealers 
in general sales. www.thegunworks.
com, (541) 741-4118.

ECOSLUG® ML-NRBP .50 Caliber 
Non-Lead Saboted Muzzleloading 
Projectile. Approved for use in 
California’s non-lead hunting areas. 
Made in USA Patents 8,171,852 & 
8,438,767. Patented bullet puller 
feature. For use in both modern 
in-lines and traditional fixed breech 
plug muzzleloaders with 1-28” to 
1-48” twist barrels. For information 
and ordering see our website: www.
eco-slug.com. P-BAR CO. LLC (440) 
238-6050.

BUSINESS 
FOR SALE 
"A STITCH IN TIME" Mountain Man 
Trader Business. 30yrs specializing 
in reproduction historical clothing. 
Complete inventory, raw inventory, 
18'x24' marque w/awning, display 
fixtures, 12'x7'x7' custom Wells 
Cargo trailer, patterns, resource 
materials, business name & web 
domain (negotiable). Value $48,000. 
Sale $25,000. (208) 935-5117, (208) 
935-0804; astitchintime@msn.com. 
Serious inquiries only.

ENGRAVERS 
SMITTY'S ENGRAVING Engraving, 
Guns, Locks, Etc. Full time, excellent 
turnaround, reasonable rates, call 
or write for estimate. SMITTY'S 
ENGRAVING, 21320 Pioneer Circle, 
Harrah, OK 73045, (405) 226-0251. 
www.smittys-engwraving.us 

FOR SALE
BRASS BALL MOULDS. These fit 
standard handles .200” to .600” - 
$35.00. .601” to .850” - $45.00. Plus 
postage. Larger moulds are available. 
Email inquiry to: jeff@ballmoulds.
com.
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NMLRA 
Classif ied Ads

All Classified Ads are 72 cents per word (minimum of 15 words). Extras: words in bold type - $5, border around ad - $10. Words are considered 
to be each word in a name; initials in a name; abbreviations; addresses (each set of numbers and/or abbreviations); full zip code; telephone 

numbers; listing of products and prices of products, each item and each price. Please specify heading (i.e., “For Sale,”). 
ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE.

Muzzle Blasts Advertising, P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021; phone (812) 667-5131.

COOPERSTOWN TRADING POST. 
Clothing and Supplies, Over 40 Years 
Web: www.cooperstowntradingpost.
com; 724-586-7220 Gene

FRED STUTZENBERGER 
CLOSE-OUT SALE Jager, 
Transitional, Kentucky, Hawken, 
Pistols. Many featured on covers of 
Muzzle Blasts, Precision Shooting, The 
Accurate Rifle. sfred@clemson.edu, 
ph: 864-654-5042 for selection.

LITTLE MIAMI TRADING 
COMPANY SHIRTS  - 6 boys to size 
54 men. Specify color needed. TENA 
CLIFTON 513-504-6852 or email 
tena_clifton@yahoo.com. Address: 
17281 Bloomrose Rd., Williamsburg, 
OH 45176.

SELLING: Furs, buckskins, rawhides, 
antlers, sinew, claws, teeth, beads, 
feathers, etc. Tens of thousands of 
items. Complete Internet catalog 
www.hideandfur.com.

GUNMAKERS
THE HAWKEN SHOP 
Manufacturers of the famous 
S. HAWKEN classic plains rifle. 
Supplying breeches, tangs, locks, 
triggers and iron furniture to the 
discriminating builder. Tomahawks, 
knives and accessories, all made in 
the USA. www.thehawkenshop.com.

BLACK HART LONG ARMS 
Pennsylvania and New England Long 
Rifles. Online since 1997. Edwin 
Parry, 227 Westford Road, Eastford, 
CT 06242 (860) 974-3739, ed@
blackhartlongarms.com, www.
blackhartlongarms.com.

GUN STOCK WOOD

KNIVES 
OLD DOMINION FORGE – 
Offering the finest in hand forged 
18th century knives, swords, axes 
and tomahawks, as well as a large 
selection of hand-cast pewter. Also, 
powder horns and accouterments of 
the finest quality. KYLE WILLYARD 
www.olddominionforge.com. 

LEATHER 
LEATHERUNLTD. Quality 
Wholesale Leather Distributor 
since 1970 including oak, deerskin, 
garment, rawhide, oiled cowhide, 
furs, and more. Quality Leather 
goods, Leather Tools, Black Powder 
Gear, all steel Clicker or Mallet 

Dies. Complete Internet Catalog 
at www.LeatherUnltd.com or call 
800-993-2889 for quality leather 
and friendly service from a family 
owned and operated business.

SUPPLIES
MOUNTAIN TOP TRADING CO., 
Since ’89. French Amber Flints, 
Blankets, bags, horns, knives, 
hawks, pewter jewelry, pins and 
buttons, tinware, time pieces, 
hand forged buckles and padlocks, 
camp gear, tents and tipis, clothing. 
NO CATALOG AVAILABLE.  www.
mountaintoptradingco.com, (509) 
397-4447, (509) 397-3291 Fax; 
MTTC, 413 S. Main, Colfax, WA 
99111.

STOCKING DEALER FOR 
KNIGHT RIFLES. Most models 
and accessories in stock. Alpen and 
Leupold Optics. Will set up and sight 
in your new muzzleloader and ship it 
to you. MARK MILLER 574-773-0023.

VIDEO/DVD 
GUN-BUILDING DVD’S by James 
Turpin. Building series -#1 , #11 
(percussion) & pistols $29.95 ea. 
Colonial Arts series 1 through 4 
$24.95 ea. S&H $5.00 for one or 
$6.50 for 2 or more. For more info, 
please go to our website www.
primitiveartsvideo.com. PRIMITIVE 
ARTS VIDEO, PO Box 13478, 
Overland Park, KS 66282-3478. 

To place your ad in our classified section or to 
place display advertising, contact us at:

(812) 667-5131 or e-mail lbrown@nmlra.org

Gunstocks Plus
We Cut Custom Barrel Channels 

In Your Wood or Mine.
Call For Details: 513-524-8908

www.gunstocksplus.com
Email: ott@gunstocksplus.com
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photogra-
pher Randy 
Harris; gun 
builder Bill 
Slusser; hunt 
organizer 
and Editor 
of Muzzle 
Blasts, Dave 
Ehrig; and 
me. It was 
a great 

hunt, and I got to meet some great people. There will be many 
detailed stories about the hunt, but this story will only cover 
part of the event.

Bill Heavey has written several books, such as: If You Didn’t 
Bring Jerky, What did I just eat?, It’s only Slow Food Until You Try 
to Eat It, You’re Not Lost if You Can Still See the Truck, and the 
one I bought, Should the Tent Be Burning Like That?. As you can 
see Bill was nothing but fun to hunt with, 
and his books tell truer stories about what 
happens on hunts. Most of his stories don’t 
bask in a monster buck or the huge fish, 
they tell stories about hard work. The intro-
ductory quote about failure and enthusiasm 
describes Bill Heavey perfectly. I asked Bill 
to sign my book, in which he wrote: “To 
Jim, Hope you have better luck than I do. 
Best, Bill Heavey 2018.” 

Hunters born in the 50s and 60s have 
found hunting a socially acceptable pastime. 
The group I was hunting with all fit in that 
age group. It is not that way now. When 
I was in school, everybody was talking 
about the deer they got, or how many 
squirrels, rabbits or pheasants they got 
after they got home from school the day before. Now fewer and 
fewer places to hunt and peer pressure is making it a lot harder 
for young hunters. As much as I love to hunt, I am worried for 
my grandchildren and my great grandchildren. That is if any 
hunting is still available. 

There are a lot of statistics that need to be changed so that there 
is a future for hunting. It is like the movie “A Christmas Carol” 
where Scrooge was visited by the three ghosts. Think about your 
three ghosts if they were hunting with you: hunts from the past, 
present, and future. The future of hunting is as grim as Scrooge’s 
ghost of the future. If you remember, he asked: “Are these the 

shadows of the things that will be, or are 
they shadows of the things that may be 
only?” 

One of the latest government statistics has 
American hunters 16 and older down 18% 
from two decades ago. The prediction that 
some people are making is that this will be 
a slow gradual slide downward and will get 
steeper after 2035. I will be 80 in 2025, 
how old will you be? We have to change our 
ways to be sure that the spirit of hunting as 
Scrooge shared in the spirit of Christmas 
doesn’t come to pass.

Bill Slusser, who is a muzzle loading gun 
builder, was also on this hunt. I watched 
Bill grow up in muzzle loading and build-

ing muzzleloaders. He built his first muzzleloader in1978 from 
a pre-carved stock. He went to Gunsmithing School right out of 
High School in 1980. He built guns and worked as a carpenter 
in the mid 80s to pay the bills until he was able to go full time 
in 1992. His favorite barrel is a gain twist Colerain Barrel which 
in 42 inches goes from a 1 turn in 96 to 1 turn in 48. This twist 
can shoot a round ball but works excellent on a sabotted bullet. 
During this hunt we talked a lot about gain twist and he said 
he has been keeping records on the rifles he has built with gain 
twist since 2005. Shooting three shot groups, he has had 21 
rifles shoot under an inch at 150 yards and 4 under 1 inch at 
200 yards with the sabotted bullet. I will say with my flintlock 
Dixie Jaeger using a sabotted bullet I was able to get 4 inch at 
200 yards and I felt I was doing well. 

Bill makes super fine custom rifles with gold inlays and steel en-
graving when they are ordered, but he is just as happy to make a 
hunting rifle. There are many, many, custom muzzle loading gun 
builders out there who started about the same time as Bill did 
– around the 1976 Bicentennial. Many custom muzzleloaders 
have been made during the same time period, and there is noth-
ing like a custom muzzleloader. Everybody on this year’s hunt 

The sign in front of Bill Slusser's workshop Yes, that is gold.

Almost every gun builder in Pennsylvania 
has this book.

The side plate is as pretty as the lock.
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had a custom 
rifle except 
Bill Heavey. 
Nobody, in-
cluding Bill, 
experienced a 
misfire with 
their rifles. 

The biggest 
thing I saw 
that I liked 
was how 
Bill Slusser 
cleaned his 
rifle. I have 
tried every 
gadget and 
widget to 
make clean-
ing flintlock 
long rifles 
easier. Bill 
uses just a 
piece of rub-

ber about an inch by a half inch, by about a quarter of an inch 
thick. Take the lock out, place over the touch hole and clamp 
with a spring clamp – you can buy at any hardware store for less 
than two bucks. Fill the barrel part way up with solvent, and Bill 
uses a breech plug brush as shown in the pictures to scrub the 
face of the breach. Then he takes a regular jag and pumps the 
solvent the length of the barrel a few times. Dump solvent out 
and take clamp off, a couple patches of oil and you are done. 

When I did a lot of Revolutionary War re-enactments my unit 
would boil a tea pot full of water, plug the touchholes with a 

toothpick, 
and fill with 
the hot wa-
ter. I do the 
same, except 
wood tooth-
picks fall 
out, do not 
seal right, or 
worse – swell 
and break. 
So that 
rubber looks 
pretty good 
to me; easier 
is better. 

Our muzzle loading sport needs help in all the fields. Tar-
get shooting, rendezvousing, re-enacting, hunting, and gun 
building are all are slowly seeing less and less participants. 
Only you can pass the spirit of muzzle loading on to the next 
generation and remove the Specter of Muzzle Loading Yet to 
Come.   

The muzzle end of Bill's latest rifle.

Placing a 
piece of thick 

rubber over 
vent.

Clamping rubber 
in place to seal the 
vent.

After placing some 
black powder 

solvent, the brush 
is used to scrub 
face of breech..

Cleaning 
patch is run 
up and down 
and pump the 
barrel clean.

Left to right: cleaning jag, breech brush, breech 
scrapper.
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The 2018-2019 hunting season was one of the best and 
most successful seasons I have had since I was in high school. It 
wasn’t about the amount of game I harvested, but about the 
time in the woods. I retired from working for a compa-
ny on December 1st, 2017 and haven’t looked back. 
Why did I choose December? Here in Pennsylvania 
it is the beginning of the Whitetail Deer seasons. I 
regret, and will regret to my death bed, not retiring 
in October of 2017 so I could hunt all of the Penn-
sylvania small game seasons. The 2018-2019 season 
will be a season that I will remember. 

It started with my friend John Yeager. John and I both 
worked together at the same company on the 11PM to 7AM 
shift. We had the same love of hunting; we would leave work 
and hunt until noon or go home and sleep and then hunt. 
The third shift was a great shift if you like hunting. We hunted 
pheasant, ducks and deer together off and on; and John is a 
muzzle loading deer hunter. He loves hunting, but only uses the 
muzzleloader during the specific muzzle loading seasons. I had 
a great life on the “off” shift, but I finally let myself get talked 
into going day shift. That day shift, 7AM-3PM, ended my 
hunting. For four long years I would leave for work in the dark 
and arrive home from work in the dark during winter months 
and the Pennsylvania hunting season. John and I drifted apart, 
John still hunting during the day while I worked. 

I shot a doe during the early muzzle loading season and called 
him and bragged to him about it. John goes, “that’s right, you 
can hunt every day now that you are retired.” We hunted this 

fall and got a lot of pheasants. John, with the dog’s help, 
got eight pheasants for me this past season. That is the 

most I have shot in Pennsylvania on public land since 
I was a kid. Next year I plan on hunting for more 
pheasant.

During the 2018 modern deer season I was also suc-
cessful. This was followed by the Pennsylvania Flint-
lock Season. This season runs the day after Christmas 

until the third week in January. During this season 
you can only use flintlocks and iron sighted muzzleloaders. The 
flintlock was never an issue for me, but many times when I 
am “surprised” by a deer, I would shoot and then say to myself 
“where was my rear sight?” After 51 years of hunting, when 
using iron sights that is my biggest problem – not just covering 
the deer with the front sight and pulling the trigger. 

This year’s Flintlock hunt was special, as I had the chance 
to hunt with outdoor writer Bill Heavey. He is the “Edi-
tor-at-Large” for Field & Stream magazine. Heavey also writes 
the back page of Field & Stream and is the author of several 
books. Other friends on this hunt were professional F&S 

(Continued on page 80)

“Success is the ability to go from one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasm.” 
— Winston Churchill

By James C. Fulmer

Sometimes just the wood alone can make a muzzleloader beautiful.
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