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The Florida Frontiersmen, Inc. is a 501c(3), non-profit organization committed to preserving the skills of our first settlers, pioneers, 
and mountain men in their use of muzzle loading firearms and the equipment and accouterments that accompanied such use.
The Florida Frontiersmen endeavor to promote and maintain high standards of safety, sportsmanship and and good
fellowship, together with historical appreciation of the era and equipment.
Alafia River Rendezvous is a registered trademark owned by
Florida Frontiersmen, Inc. 

Bring your muzzleloader for
Shooting Range Competitions & 

Woods Walk ~ Hawk & Knife ~ Primitive
Archery Woods Walk  ~ Seminars 
PowWow ~ Adult & Kids’ Games

Highland Games and lots more fun
entertainment during the event.entertainment during the event.

Pack up your camp and get
ready for the Southeast’s largest 

Pre-1840 Rendezvous!

Pre-registration Participant Fee is $50 per person
or $60 at the gate. Pre-registration Trader’s Fee is
an additional $35 or $50 at the gate.
All Pre-registration forms and fees must be post-
marked by: DECEMBER 1, 2017
For registration questions, email Susie Hull at: For registration questions, email Susie Hull at: 
hullsusie@gmail.com.

January 25th is SCHOOL CHILDREN DAY.
January 26th and 27th are PUBLIC DAYS.
On those days, loading or unloading vehicles can
be done between 6am and 8am only.
Registration Gate closes at 4 pm each day. 

NO PETS PERMITTED.NO PETS PERMITTED.

FOR REGISTRATION FORMS & MORE INFO, GO TO:

 WWW.FLORIDAFRONTIERSMEN.COM

LOCATION:

1000 OLD FORT MEADE ROAD
HOMELAND, FLORIDA 33830
(6 MILES S. OF BARTOW OFF HWY. 98 & CR640)
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It's Turkey Time
EDITOR’S LETTER

Lee A. Larkin
Editor

Can you believe it’s Turkey Time already? I love this time of year. 
On top of turkey, there’s lots of deer hunting going on too. It truly 
is a great and beautiful time of year. I hope you’ll take some time to 
sit down, relax, and enjoy reading the superb articles in this month’s 
issue.

To start off with we have Patrick Cameron posing the question: What 
one gun would you use to hunt squirrel, turkey, and deer? He gives 
us his “One-Gun Solution”; Mike Phifer tells us about “Major Robert 
Stobo’s Epic Escape” from the French and Indians during the war 
with the same; Fred Stutzenberger sits down and tells how he makes 
and fits muzzle caps in part one of a two-part series; Fred Schindler 
shows how he refinishes screwed-up screws (and other small gun parts) 
in “the Final Touch”; and Richard Weber’s “Three Deuces” examines 
three old double-barrel rifles.

Don’t forget to check out our regular writers, John Curry’s 
“Wilderness Writings”; The Bevel Brothers’ “Chicken of the Tree”; 
Alan Garber’s “Web Blasts”; Al Raychard’s “Muzzleloading Afield”; 
Dick Miller turns in his “Gunmaker's Hall Report” from the 
September shoot; Jim Whisker takes a look at gunmaker's “Patrick 
Hoy”; and Jim Fulmer gives us another stellar “Beyond Friendship.”

Let the holidays commence. Happy Thanksgiving everyone! And 
Good Hunting! Remember, keep your powder dry and an eye on your 
back trail….  
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NMLRA Platform
As an association founded upon our heritage of early American firearms, we declare our support of 

the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.
We are dedicated to:

 1. The understanding of, and the ability in, marksmanship with early American muzzleloading guns.
 2. Match promotion for the purpose of advancing fine accuracy with these arms and the establishment 
of standard practices for competition.
 3. The recognition and support for the continuing and growing interest in the added challenge of 
hunting with a muzzleloading gun.
 4. Greater safety with all guns, especially with muzzleloading rifles, pistols, and shotguns.
 5. The collecting, preservation, and recreation of antique guns and related accoutrements, and the 
recognition of the value of living history re-enactments.

NMLRA Mission Statement
The National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association exists to promote, support, nurture, and 

preserve NMLRA’s and our nation’s rich historical heritage in the sport of muzzleloading through 
recreational, educational, historical, and cultural venues such as match competition, hunting, gun 
making and safety, historical re-enactments, exhibits, museums, libraries, and other related programs

Directors
Terms Ending 2018

Clifford (Ted) Blackwell ........ Beech Grove, IN

David DeLong  ...................Round Pond, ME

Adina Cloud .................................... Paoli, IN

Joe Hill  ..............................West Harrison, IN

Colton Fleetwood ....................... Vallonia, IN

John (Digger) Kemple  ..................... Paoli, IN

Mike Yazel  .................................Mentone, IN

Terms Ending 2019

Dana Dore  ..........................Chino Valley, AZ

Alan Shourds  ............................. Chrisney, IN

Rebecca Waterman  ............New Bremen, OH

Brent Steele  .................................Bedford, IN

Andy Larson  ..............................Houston, TX

Alliey Nunn  ......................... Indianapolis, IN

Roger Spurgeon  .................... Indianapolis, IN

Terms Ending 2020

William (Bill) Foy Jr. ...................Marion, OH

Alan Hoeweler ........................Cincinnati, OH

Jeff Cunningham .............................. Paoli, IN

Marty Murphy .............................. Xenia, OH

Karen Latta ...................................... Amo, IN

Mike Weissmann .........................Batavia, OH

Michael Eder ......................... Indianapolis, IN

Our heritage...freedom...love of country...personal liberty...
these are words that stir the hearts of all patriotic Americans.

Help preserve these and other truly American ideals by becoming an NMLRA Golden Guardian. This NMLRA annual membership 
is designed to preserve our common tradition and to promote the welfare of our unique heritage. Golden Guardians receive a 
special membership card, a Golden Guardian window decal, and a certificate of merit from the association. Members also 
receive the satisfaction that they’re serving future generations of muzzleloading enthusiasts by keeping our traditions alive. 
Visit www.nmlra.org or call the NMLRA office at 812-667-5131 to sign up today!

GoldenGolden
GuardianGuardian

ART TUTTLE
DANIEL CARMICHAEL

WILLIAM TYNER
MIKE CAMPBELL

New NMLRA Business Members
LOG CABIN SPORT SHOP •  DIXIE GUN WORKS, INC.

Newest NMLRA 
Life Members

Newest NMLRA
Life Members

You may now become a Life Member at a discounted  
rate if you are 62 or older or have been a member for  

10 or more consecutive years (must be verified by the office).

MARY ROBINSON
PAUL M. WEST

STEVEN LEVINE
MARK COOPER

JACK PENNINGTON

JERRY MIDKIF
BETTY M. LEWIS

FROM August 3, 2017 thru 2017
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PRESIDENT'S Message

Joe Hill  
NMLRA President

This month I would like to start by addressing the question of in-lines in the NMLRA. 
It seems like there’s a lot of confusion on exactly how the Board of Directors or I feel 
about them. Nobody on the Board thinks that in-lines are going to be the savior of 
this organization. But make no mistake about it, they will be welcome at Friendship 
because they are muzzleloaders. They have their own matches and place on the firing 
line, and they do not interfere with anybody’s shooting. Some of the comments that 
I’ve been reading such as, “I would rather see the organization die before they allow 
in-lines,” is most bothersome and does not reflect the thoughts of the Board. We plan, 
Lord willing, to be here for at least the next generation or two. And you can put a big 
period for emphasis behind that. Friends, the road ahead will see many challenges with 
membership, and facility maintenance and operations. It will take all of us working 
together as a unified body, putting aside our differences to get through these stressing 
financial times in order to meet our obligations.

My focus continues to be on building membership, and just as updating Muzzle 
Blasts was a good step forward, so too is developing a new website that can meet our 
future needs. Our new website is up, but it is not complete. It has been a much more 
prolonged and complicated project than I hoped it would be, but we will not stop 
until it is running properly. I ask that you please be patient as we work out all the 
kinks.

I would like to introduce you to our new office manager Lydia Morath, she brings 
an incredible amount of knowledge and skill to the office. Lydia will also be the 
coordinator for Muzzle Blasts magazine where she will continue to improve upon its 
quality. Lydia brings the experience and skill set needed to improve the magazine. So 
when you meet Lydia, be sure to welcome her to the NMLRA family.

This last year has gone by extremely fast. It seems like yesterday that I took the oath 
of office to be your president. I would like to let each member know that I take my 
oath of office and this position with the utmost regard, and I realize that without each 
one of you, we would not be who we are -- the greatest shooting organization on this 
planet.  
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The Smithsonian Hawken (Courtesy of the Smithsonian).

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,

I wanted to thank everyone who 
supported the Playground Fundraiser, 
starting with those who donated all of 
the various accoutrements that went 
along with the rifle. The total prize pack-
age was quite large, including everything 
needed (but powder) to shoot and care 
for the rifle. Even a beautiful shooting 
box by Peter Wygant was included! Parts 
for the rifle were all donated as well. Jim 
Chambers Flintlocks donated the lock, 
Mainstreet Muzzleloaders donated the 
silver side plate. Gary Leeper donated 
the ramrod pipes and a number of the 
accoutrements. Mike Eder donated the 

buttplate and trigger guard, and James 
Frost the trigger. David DeLong donated 
the sheet brass to make the patch box. A 
big thank you goes to all the members 
who purchased tickets. None of the 
tickets would have been sold without 
the tireless effort of Mike Weissmann 
out prowling the grounds with his 
yellow bucket! My humble apologies for 
not having the names of everyone that 
donated the accoutrements. Lastly I’d 
like to congratulate Mike Alexander on 
winning the rifle and accoutrements!

Thank You Again,

Bart Copenheaver

Dear Editor,
This is a response to Mr. Al Raychard’s 
article in the July 2017 edition of Muzzle 
Blasts. No shooter I know advocates 
abolishing muzzleloader hunting seasons 
or prohibiting hunting with scope sight-
ed, bolt action muzzleloading rifles of the 
kind depicted in the article where they 
are allowed by law. The issue is, should 
the NMLRA accept or actively recruit 
shooters of such rifles, say, by establishing 
separate competition classes for them?

The answer to this question can be 
derived by examining the NMLRA 
Mission Statement. The operative clauses 
provide that the NMLRA exists to pre-

serve the “rich historical heritage in the 
sport of muzzleloading,” and is “founded 
upon our heritage of early American 
guns.” (Emphasis supplied). Not to put 
too fine a point on it, but the NMLRA 
does not exist to preserve the right of 
hunters carrying stainless steel and plastic 
rifles not produced until late in the 20th 
century to get in the woods ahead of the 
center fire crowd.

It follows that welcoming in-line, scope 
sighted rifles shooting plastic-based 
conical bullets ahead of 3 Pyrodex pellets 
would be inimical to the NMLRA’s 
stated mission. You cannot save the art 
of sailing to weather by enlisting power-
boats in your sailing club. If the NMLRA 
ultimately perished, so be it, but let us 
not be the agents of our own demise by 
abandoning the purposes for which the 
organization was founded.

Sincerely,

 John Anthony Abbott

Dear Editor,
I live out West and don’t feel that the 
NMLRA acknowledges me as a muz-
zleloader owner or hunter. I own over 
a dozen muzzleloading rifles. A few are 
sidelocks, but most are in-lines. When 
going to the field or to the range I usually 
grab one of my in-lines. If I’m hiking in 
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We want 
to hear 

from you! 
Submit your letter to 

the editor by mailing to: 
NMLRA

Letter to the Editor
PO Box 67

Friendship, IN 47021

the mountains pursuing moose or back-
packing in desert canyons for mule deer, 
I take my lightest in-line rifle. If I’m 
sitting at a water hole waiting for elk 
I take my heavy .52 caliber that gives 
me the best down range energy. If I’m 
driving in my truck looking for antelope 
I take my longer barreled heavy in-line 
rifle that shoots the flattest at the longer 
distances. The muzzleloader I take with 
me is the best one for the conditions I’m 
going to encounter.

I looked at the sixth edition of the Lon-
ghunter book to see what percentage of 
in-lines were used compared to unknown 
or non in-lines for Western game since 
2000. The animals included coues deer, 
elk, mule deer, shiras moose, antelope, 
and others. At least half were taken with 
in-line muzzleloaders.

I think the NMLRA should be more like 
the Pope and Young organization. They 
acknowledge all types of bows. Some 
of their members use long bows, some 
use re-curves, while others use the latest 
compound bow. The NMLRA should 
be similar and be more accepting. Some 
NMLRA members will use the flint-
locks, some will use caplocks, and some 
will use in-lines. In the end, if you load 
from the muzzle it’s a muzzleloader.

I love the challenges of using and hunt-
ing with muzzleloaders. Please include 
some articles about in-lines and Western 
activities in your magazine.

Mark Becker

Dear Editor,
I wanted to let you know how impressed 
I am with the improvements that have 
been made to our official association 
publication, Muzzle Blasts. I live in the 
central Rocky Mountains, in eastern 
Utah and attend a number of mountain 
man rendezvous. Beginning each year in 
Ogden, Utah at the Fort Buenaventura 
Rendezvous.

I have attended rendezvous held at 
a number of the original sites, in the 

Cache Valley, site of the 1826 and 1831 
rendezvous. Next year I will be also 
attending the Bear Lake Rendezvous site 
of the 1827 and 1828 gatherings. I have 
also attended the Riverton, Wyoming 
Rendezvous, site of the 1830 and 1838, 
gatherings on the Popo Agie and Wind 
Rivers. I also attend rendezvous held 
at other non-original sites in Utah and 
the central Rocky Mountains. I like to 
conclude the year at the Fort Bridger 
Rendezvous, Fort Bridger, Wyoming. 
This is a Wyoming state park, with a 
reconstructed log fort based upon the 
original built by James Bridger in 1843. 

How about more articles in Muzzle Blasts 
about the Western fur trade? Bob Wood-
fill’s series of Hawken Rifle articles have 
been good reading.

Thank you, again for such a great publi-
cation.

Sincerely,

R. G. Halliday

Dear Editor,
Re. Sept.2017 MB article on page 25, 
“The Mean Midget Musket” by Jack 
Emanuel. That was an interesting sto-
ry. Never seen anything quite like it but 
I have an observation to share.

I have a Faeton® .58-cal., short barrel, BP 
rifle made for me by Roger Renner some 
years back. It features slow twist Forsyth 
rifling and an under-hammer musket. 

Typical load for my gun is a .565 pure 
lead ball patched with .015 Oxyoke pre-
lubed patch on top of 110-120 grains 
Goex 2F. When I was first sighting it in 
I noticed the holes in the 50 yard target 
were usually rather larger than the ball 
and my groups never got smaller than 
about 4”-5”. Roger suggested I try a pre-
lubed shotgun over-powder fiber wad 
on top of the powder charge and under 
the patched ball. That resulted in groups 
of around 0.75”-1.5” on target at 50 
and 100 yards and the holes are basically 
same size as the ball. So maybe the ball 
was flattening out some without the 
shotgun wad to protect it? Maybe not 
same issue as was causing the observa-
tions by Jack Emanuel in his article but 
perhaps he should try using a pre-lubed 
shotgun fiber wad under his patched 
ball. 

My Faeton produces wicked recoil, but 
it’s fun to shoot as long as I am wearing 
my shooting vest with gel recoil pads.  

Cheers,

JFW  
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Last 
 Relay

We regret to report the 
death of these fellow 

members. The Association 
extends its condolences 

to their families and 
friends.

Carl H. Thielking, age 82, of Batesville, died peacefully 
on Saturday, August 26, 2017, in Batesville, Indiana. He 
was born on, June 11, 1935, at his farmhouse in Franklin 
County, IN. Carl is the son of Elsie (Nee: York) and John 
Thielking. On August 5, 1954 he married the love of his 
life, Alice (Nee: Jonas) Thielking.

Carl had many jobs including owning a Sinclair service 
station, working as a part-time police officer for the city of 
Batesville from the 1960s to the early 1980s, and he retired 
from Hill-Rom where he worked as maintenance in the 
press room. 

Carl has been a member of the NRA and NMLRA longer than anyone can even 
remember. He was an avid black powder shooter at Friendship. 

He was a member of the Fraternal Order of Police. He was a 50-plus year member of 
the Batesville Masonic Lodge #668 F&AM. 

Most importantly, he was a family man. Carl enjoyed frequent visits from his children 
and 10 grandchildren. We all know his favorite visits were those of his 13 great-
grandchildren.

He is survived by his loving wife, Alice; daughter Ann (Robert) Wernke (Dunedin, FL); 
sons Jeff (Mari) Thielking (Batesville, IN) and Mitch (Mags) Thielking (Oldenburg, 
IN); and son-in-law Bill Kennedy (CA). 

He was proceeded in death by his parents; sister Mary Lou Backor; daughter Vicki 
Kennedy; and grandson Phillip Thielking. 

Another icon of the muzzleloading sports participates in the 
last relay. Harry A. Foster Jr., born July 31, 1925, an avid 
muzzleloading participant for over 70 years, passed away July 
21, 2017 at the age of 91. Harry was the fifth inductee to the 
Roy Keeler Memorial Society, honoring the Icons of Muzzle 
Loading from the Michigan State Muzzle Loading Association. 
Harry was a member of the Manistee Clan Muzzle Loading 
Club, The Old Northwest Council #12, The National Muzzle 
Loading Rifle Association #021413, a life member of the 
NRA, VFW, American Legion, and a Marine Corps Veteran of 
WWII participating in the battles of Iwo Jima and Guam.

Active all his life in the shooting sports, Harry built several 
muzzleloading guns, taught many children and adults how 

to become active in muzzleloading, and was an officer in the Manistee Clan Muzzle 
Loading Club, holding at one time or another all the offices of the club and currently a 
member of the Board of Directors.

Dennis Mitchell, age 66 of Cincinnati, Ohio passed away July 
20, after a long illness. Dennis was a member of the National 
Muzzle Loading Rifle Association, as well as National Rifle 
Association, and a member of five local shooting clubs. Dennis 
shot with us on the pistol line and never missed a range work 
day where he would volunteer for the dirtiest, nastiest job and 
smile the whole time.

He was a valued club member and great husband, father, and 
friend. We will miss him greatly.

Carl H. Thielking (1935 — 2017)

Harry A Foster (1925 — 2017)

Dennis Mitchell (1951 — 2017)

GEORGE WORTNER
CANADA

ALAN SPEGAL
INDIANA

PHILIP J HARRIS
PENNSYLVANIA

TERRY MORGA
OHIO

ROBERT T. COFFEY
PENNSYLVANIA 

GARY LEE BUTLER
INDIANA

WILLIAM C. DILLON
OHIO

N. TRULOCK
INDIANA

CARL H. THIELKING
 INDIANA

ERNEST ANDERSON
PENNSYLVANIA

JAMES STEPHEN
TEXAS
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A resident of Chatham, George Wortner passed away at 
home on Thursday, August 10, 2017 at the age of 85.

George bred cattle for the Oxford and District Cattle 
Breeding Association for 12 years before founding 
Wortner Gun Works in 1964, which he ran with his 
family. He was a member of the Trails End Range, the 
Dresden Gun Club, the National Rifle Association, the 
Ontario Muzzle Loading Association, the A.T.A Trap 
Shooting Association, and the National Muzzle Loading 
Rifle Association. George sure enjoyed shooting, working 
in the shop, and gunsmithing.

George was the son of the late Peter and Mary (Brecka) 
Wortner. Beloved husband of 64 years to Cecilia ‘Cecile’ (nee Cernanec). Loving 
father of Pete Wortner (Linda) of Chatham and the late Lynda Mae Raymond 
(2013), Proud grandfather of Andrew Lucan (Nikki) of Alvinston and Jonathan 
Wortner, Timothy Wortner and Nathaniel Wortner, all of Chatham. Great-
grandfather to Brett Lucan and Hunter Lucan. Brother to Stanley Wortner (Clara) of 
Bothwell. He is also missed by nieces, nephews, friends and extended family. 

Jackie Dettloff

George Wortner (1932 — 2017)

Jackie Dettloff and her husband, Bill, began shooting at 
Friendship in the early 1970s, continuing for five years or 
so. During that time she managed to establish new records 
in the ladies 25- and 50-yard matches and also in a then 
new Ladies Aggregate. All of these records stand to this day 
- getting close to a half-century.

Jackie was popular, well liked, and a joy to be around on 
the firing line. It would be accurate to say everyone who 
knew her, liked her. 

Born in Poland, her education brought her to the attention 
of the Germans who invaded Poland in WWII. She was 
assigned to drafting warships for the Germans. Later she 

and her family were sent to a concentration camp. Surviving the war, she married 
a service man and emigrated to the United States where she worked on the family’s 
peach farm. Some years later, divorced, she moved to Toledo, Ohio where she met and 
married Bill Dettloff.

They vacationed frequently and while cruising off Florida, they and their boat were 
seized by the Cubans and held captive for several weeks for sailing in Cuban waters.

Bill then invested in an ocean boat and they sailed for Europe. Reaching Spain, Jackie 
was left on the dock with only her clothes and a sewing machine. Bill sailed off and 
left her and was never seen or heard of by Jackie again.

Jackie, in a small apartment, worked with her sewing machine until she could get back 
to the United States, settling at Englewood, Florida. She lived there modestly until her 
passing at age 92.

  Sign me up! Here’s my annual membership fee of 
$40.00 ($50.00 in U.S. funds for mailing addresses 
outside the United States). Send me the monthly 
membership magazine Muzzle Blasts, and full 
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Name  ___________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________

City State Zip  ___________________________________________

E-mail  __________________________________________________
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Charge to Visa  Master Card  Discover

Card#  ___________________________________________________

3 digit V-Code  ___________________ Exp.  _________________

Signature  _______________________________________________
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•  Muzzle Blasts Members of the NMLRA receive 
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publication devoted to all aspects of the 
muzzleloading sport.

•  Scholarship Program The NMLRA sponsors a 
scholarship program for its members and their 
dependents.

•  National Competitions With your NMLRA mem-
bership card, you have the opportunity to attend 
two national championship matches in centrally 
located Friendship, Indiana. And if a Western 
climate is more to your liking, the NMLRA holds 
its Western National Shoot in Phoenix, Arizona 
during the winter months.

•  Muzzleloading Education Members of the 
NMLRA can take advantage of the association’s 
Muzzleloading Education Program. 

•  Charter Clubs The NMLRA has over three 
hundred muzzleloading charter clubs across 
the country, each with its own schedule of 
events and range times. 

•  National Range The Walter Cline National Range in 
Friendship, Indiana, is open to NMLRA members who 
wish to shoot—whether it be for a day or a weekend, 
because camping facilities are available at the range. 

•  Territorial Competitions Thirty NMLRA-sponsored 
territorial matches are held throughout the United 
States, and your NMLRA membership card allows 
you to participate in these events.

Mail to: NMLRA Membership Dept. MB
PO Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021-0067

or call 812-667-5131.
Sign up on the website: http://www.nmlra.org

e-mail: nmlramembership@nmlra.org

Harry instigated the “Shoot Time at Manistee Rendezvous” and participated actively 
in 57 Shoot Time Rendezvous until 2016. Harry invented the method of attaching 
a clay pigeon to card board to make Shoot Time the first Rendezvous in the country 
with all breakable targets.

Harry walked in the shadows of Max Vickery #6, Maxine Moss #4 and Roy Keeler 
#2 who were also members of the Old Northwest Council and Icons of the Muzzle 
Loading Tradition. It was an honor to walk alongside Harry. He will be sincerely 
missed.
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By John Curry

(l-r), Ken Hill and Ron Hansgen stand approximately one half mile 
below the confluence of Rockcastle River into the mighty, unstoppable 
Cumberland - gazing across that ancient river at the massive, mind 
numbing wilderness all around them.

Some places are quite historically important.  People yell and scream 
about them, jump up and down over them, build statues, write 
poems and make movies about them.  Other areas however, are every 
bit as historically crucial and pretty much, no one ever hears a word 
regarding their extraordinary chronicle.  Amazing, “Hollywood type” 
adventures have happened there, and next thing ya know, just as 
quickly as they come into focus, they silently drift away - out of sight/
out of mind, into a sort of inadvertent, unwitting, historic obscurity.  
The upper Cumberland River near its confluence with the Rockcastle 
is such a place.  A great deal of our French & Indian War era, colonial 
southwest’s remarkable “Long Hunting” era occurred right at, or very 
near here.  All the famous, prominent long hunter types you’ve come 
to recognize and admire (Daniel Boone, James Knox, Elisha Walden, 
Henry Skaggs, Isaac Lindsay, Casper Mansker, the illustrious Bledsoe 
brothers, etc.), plied their trade employing this general section of the 
old Cumberland as a sort of home ground or focal point.

One of our earliest, high-profile long hunters; Elisha Walden was 
especially charmed by this particular area.  During the course of 
Elisha’s second major long hunt, the popularly recognized Kentucky 
historian, Dr. Otis K. Rice relates; “In 1763, with many of the same 
men, Walden undertook another extensive hunting expedition, this 
time passing through Cumberland Gap into southeastern Kentucky.  
The hunters then moved on to the Rockcastle River." 1  Walden and 
his men were well known as serious bear hunters and sure enough, if 
you travel approximately eight miles upstream on the Rockcastle from 
its junction with the Cumberland – you come to a wild and beautiful 
watercourse running west to east, deep through the guts of the Daniel 
Boone National Forest called, of all things - “Bear Creek”.  Hmmmm, 
now I wonder who might have given it that name?  It’s a long haul up 
the rugged, western bank of the Rockcastle but the place is truly drop-
dead gorgeous.  I’ve been there a couple of times but that’s another 
story…  And yeah, to this day there is still an abundant population of 
black bears roaming all over the upper Cumberland/Rockcastle River 
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country.  Nearly as plentiful as when Walden and his company were 
hunting and exploring it, circa 250 years ago.  If you ever plan a scout 
there, you’ll want to keep that in mind…  I figure ‘ol Elisha and his 
boys would be happy.

So many notable long hunters passed this very same way.  Renowned, 

eighteenth century frontier historian J.G.M. Ramsey informs us:  
“After the return of [James] Smith in 1766 from his expedition to 
the Lower Cumberland, Isaac Lindsay, and four others from South-
Carolina, were the next adventurers.  They crossed the Alleghanies and 
the Cumberland at the usual place – hunted upon the Rockcastle and 

descended Cumberland as low as the mouth of Stone’s river.” 2  The 
equally fascinating Tennessee historian, judge John Haywood goes 
on to state that in fact it was actually Lindsay who during this same 
1767/1768 long hunt, gave the Rockcastle its colorful name, stating 
that Lindsay and company; “…passed the Cumberland Mountain 

Black Bears are making an impressive comeback throughout this area 
of the U.S. Statistics are way up and I have to believe even our man 
Elisha Walden would be impressed. A near-by, forest service road 
sign discreetly warns: nothing to be overly concerned about - however 
common sense, “bear country” rules should always be taken into 
consideration.

“…passed the Cumberland 
Mountain at Cumberland Gap; 
thence they came to what is now 
called Rock Castle, which he so 

named from a romantic-looking 
rock, through the fissures of which 

the water dripped and froze in rows 
below. Down that river he came into 

the Cumberland.” 

This section of Elihu Barker’s excellent, pre-1792, Kentucky map clearly shows the upper Cumberland drainage with Rockcastle River flowing into 
it from the north. 4
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“Slipping quietly downstream along the Cumberland with my two highly capable trail pardners, it felt good to be back on the Nathan McClure Trail 
once again.”

Ken Hill discards the Nathan McClure trail, traveling up the pathless 
mountain ridge and into his own, personal, grand adventure.

at Cumberland Gap; thence they came to what is now called Rock 
Castle, which he so named from a romantic-looking rock, through the 
fissures of which the water dripped and froze in rows below.  Down 
that river he came into the Cumberland.” 3  The entire region is literally 
overran with the amazing saga of the Long Hunter.   Particularly in this 
considerable, wide-ranging vicinity where the Rockcastle flows into the 
old Cumberland from the north.

Cutting a giant, sideways “V” through that entire area; there lies 
an anemic, barely discernable, little pathway known as the Nathan 
McClure Trail, sprawling many miles east and west along the northern 
bank of Cumberland River; having its crux at the imposing, wide-
spread, panoramic convergence of the Rockcastle with southeastern 
Kentucky’s, upper Cumberland - thence running in a northwesterly 
direction up the western side of the Rockcastle itself for yet another 
twelve/fifteen miles.  (FYI, Nathan McClure was a contemporary 
and an extremely close friend of Daniel Boone.  The gallant, Captain 
McClure is buried maybe fourteen miles toward the north of this 
loosely defined area, near the tiny hamlet of Mount Victory, Kentucky.)  
Not quite sure how I found that grand, scenic trail to begin with, but 
find it I did – maybe five or six years ago; nestled squarely in the heart 
of our much beloved, action-packed, pre-revolutionary war era, long 
hunting arena.  Ground zero!  I have since lead several primitive scouts 
and hunts up the twisting, winding Rockcastle all the way to Bear 
Creek, and off as well, dead into the west pursuing the broad, muddy 
banks of the upper Cumberland...  All of these cherished, unforgettable 
adventures, via the Nathan McClure Trail.

One particularly memorable Cumberland River/Nathan McClure 
Trail foray took place late this last winter.  Intentionally designed to 
be small in numbers; three fired up, latter-day long hunters (Ken Hill, 
Ron Hansgen and yours truly) fairly jumped out of our trucks as we 
came to an eventual halt upon a dilapidated, mud/gravel/dirt fire trail, 
which I must say had undoubtedly seen better days.  Pinioned way, 
way down in the huge, deep, heavily wooded valley of a relatively 
large creek known for centuries as “the Big Lick”; our initial location 
at this point was less than one quarter mile downstream from the 
actual emergence of the historic, much celebrated, Rockcastle into 
the Cumberland River.  Beginning this odyssey firmly within the 
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Author and Ken Hill bob and weave 
their way through a thick, extensive, 
eighteenth century style canebrake.

Cumberland’s immediate floodplain; we knew we certainly must be 
very close to the giant, old waterway – very close indeed.  We could 
hear it!  We could even smell the sweet, unmistakable fragrance of our 
alluring, ancient stream as it coursed inevitably toward the southwest; 
through that great, massive forest.  Notwithstanding, the Cumberland’s 
actual riverbed being another 200/300 yards further on to our south 
through this thick, nearly virginal, river-bottom wilderness - we still 
and all, could not see it just yet.

Knowing Elisha Walden and company had literally stood at this 
same spot, we’d previously determined a “1763” type scenario would 
very nicely serve our little party as follows:  Walden and his eighteen 
man company arrive at the confluence of the Rockcastle with the 
Cumberland.  This would be as far west as they were to venture.  
Coincidentally, their landmark, preliminary rendezvous with the 
Rockcastle would have taken place during pretty much the exact same 
time of year as did our own!  That being like late February or sometime 

in the month of March...  (Actually, of 1764 and not ’63.)  Searching 
for a good “next move”, Elisha sends a small group of men across the 
grain, toward the upper Laurel River lying a mere handful of miles off 
to the northeast.  A second, slightly larger group, he dispatches due 
north and straight up the irresistibly beckoning Rockcastle.  A third 
company, he instructs to maintain a northwesterly course and have 
themselves a good hard look at the various, east-flowing tributaries 
which eventually make their way back into the Rockcastle drainage.  
One last, little, three man party (Ron, Ken and me) is directed to make 
our way on downstream for a day or two along the old Cumberland 
herself.  Walden has no intention of going that way just yet, but he’d 
like to know a little something about it for future reference.

 Temperatures were typical for late winter in Kentucky, 
running toward the mid-thirties during the daylight hours and (with a 
clear, star-filled sky), low twenties in the pit of the night.  On the trail 
now for only a short time, traveling fast and light; each man dressed in 
multiple layers of hunting frocks and light, inner linen shirts.  Warm 
enough for brief periods of inactivity but not so heavily clothed as to 

work up a sweat during our more strenuous endeavors...  Sweating, 
even sweating lightly always makes for a bad situation, particularly 
come nightfall, but we knew better than to let that happen.  Our 
frugal, clothing choices and their limited usage were pretty much just 
what the doctor ordered.  All things taken into consideration, I don’t 
believe we could have been any more comfortable – either negotiating 
the trace or later on, in camp that evening. 

Slipping quietly downstream along the Cumberland with my two 
highly capable trail pardners, it felt good to be back on the Nathan 
McClure Trail once again.  Places like these, a man comes alive...  All 
senses raised to a keen, instinctive condition of awareness.  Every subtle 
movement in the forest, every smell, every animal’s track we spied on 
the path and down upon the riverbank itself, along with their myriad, 
various implications; even the slightest, inconspicuous noises - all 
caught our attention and roused our curiosity.  Times like these (for me 
at least) are much too few and far between.  

Our goal this day was to reach an exceptionally nice rockhouse I’d 
noticed on a previous scout…  Perfectly sized for the three of us with 
a fine little unnamed, continuous, “tumbling waterfall” of a creek 
which flowed about fifty feet in front of and below that outstanding, 
natural shelter; on its happy way down to the Cumberland, maybe 
one hundred or more yards to the south.  Perched high on the brink 
of a rocky faced ridge with first-rate, top quality squaw wood hanging 
suspended amid the brush and lower tree branches on every hand, I 
had passed it by perhaps two or three times, traveling with much larger 
parties to more distant locales.   Nevertheless, I greatly admired its 
magnificent, undisturbed surroundings and taking into consideration 
its uniquely inviting position, I always knew someday I would return to 
this very special, superbly appointed lodging.

To be honest, one of the utterly delightful and yet most annoying 
things about the Nathan McClure trail is oddly enough, its 
extravagant, irresistible beauty.  You’re not out here long… and you 
want to see every single inch of it!  You want to pitch your camp on 
and experience every last sweeping bend in the river, every majestic, 
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Ken and Ron abandon the Cumberland; journeying up its rugged, 
adjacent, northwestern ridge.

lonesome ridge, each 
delicately exquisite meadow, 
creek and valley.  You want 
to physically go to every 
amazing sight your eyes have 
the ability to see, and explore 
it all in-depth.  Directly, your 
mind begins to seriously 
contemplate the beguiling fact 
that many, famous, eminently 
distinguished long hunters 
were in truth, right here, just 
like you!  Doing just exactly 
what you’re doing right 
now…  And you sort of go 
insane – a little bit.  You have 
to see it all.  Human frailties 
and limitations to blazes!  You 
simply must see it all!  (A 
common malady among those 
of my ilk.)

Nearly half-way in and my dear friend and good trail pardner Ken 
Hill fell a temporary victim to this amiable, backwoods disorder. 
Overwhelmed by the shear grandeur of the place, Squire Hill had been 
especially noticing the endless, continual array of high-rising, densely 
wooded, rock-faced bluffs paralleling the river; positioned anywhere 
from fifty yards to a hundred and fifty yards immediately to our north.  
Their soaring, stony faces incrusted with a prodigious assortment of 
enticing rock shelters and attractive, hospitable looking overhangs.  
Eventually the enticement – the attraction became too strong.  
Predetermined destination or not… time sensitive plans or not… the 
boundless, magical forest serenely, seductively called his name, and Ken 
had to go.

Letting Ron and myself know he was headed somewhere above that 
giant, heavily timbered, northern ridgeline  to see what the place 
looked like; Ken assured us he’d cut our trail before too awfully long 
and catch back up with us before we made it into camp.  Shortly 
thereafter, with no further adieu – he was off.  Watching him leave 
our party, forsake the trail and drift off into the unknown, I couldn’t 
help but wonder; how many legitimate, real-for-real long hunters had 
done precisely the same thing along this same, historic stretch of the 
Cumberland…  250 plus years ago?

Several additional miles now, tracing the river on into the southwest 
and I was pleased to find my trail gear was functioning exactly as it 
should; serving me impeccably and working like a charm.  Passing 
through an extensive, Kentucky style canebrake as thick as grass on 
a courthouse lawn and ten/twelve feet tall; the cane unmercifully 
slapped at, tugged on as well as generally worked over my face, arms 
and accouterments.   No sort of vegetation I know can become so 
overgrown, lush and difficult to pass through as a stand of good old-
fashion, Kentucky rivercane.  Even so, my hoppus rode undeterred, 
squared up and solid.  Poised exactly where it should be - high upon 
my back.  Impervious to the rivercane’s relentless efforts to yank it 

around sideways and/or knock it 
off completely.  The obligatory, 
often cantankerous, hoppus strap, 
riding not too tight, not too loose.  
My trusty shot pouch, powder 
horn, haversack and canteen (the 
whole carried just under my short 
ribs), also rested plumb and level, 
presenting me with no problems to 
speak of.  

This was rather an advantageous 
state of affairs, given the fact that 
our wild, untamed, Cumberland 
country (while strikingly 
inspirational and picturesque) 
is still and all, quite rough and 
unforgiving in the extreme.  You 
and your equipment darned well 
better work good together!  This is 

no place for surprises.  The upper Cumberland River is indeed, a bit of 
a “trial-by-fire”, personal assessment, if you will.  Traveling mile after 
mile of it; the river unceasingly at your side with the great, unbroken 
forest gobbling up every last inch of the landscape on both banks, as 
far as the eye can see - you soon come to understand how pathetically 
small and inconsequential a scrawny, little human being truly is, 
while at the other end of the spectrum; how unfathomably enormous 
is our God’s creation.  The concept (to my own way of thinking) is 
simultaneously, a bit frightening and yet, pleasantly reassuring.   Long 
lonesome paths such as these give us an opportunity to reflect and 
ponder on matters other than our own petty problems - and it’s always 
a plus when you encounter no unexpected, “technical difficulties”…  
Some time of this and just as deftly as he’d made his exit; our wayward 
trail pardner Ken Hill slipped back through the rivercane and into our 
company, nearly without a sound.  (Whoa!  Hey!  Welcome back Ken.)

Another skinny hour or so of hugging the river and our ethereal, 
Nathan McClure trail suddenly left the old Cumberland’s vast 
riverbottom altogether as it scrambled at a ninety degree angle, smack 
dab into the northwest, more or less wending its way up the same big 
ridge Ken had just come down off of.  Fortunately, this was a section of 
the trace I remembered very well as the Nathan McClure trail seldom 
ever drifts too terribly far away from the mighty river’s agreeably 
traversable floodplain.  Not that it stood out or made itself known to 
any noticeable degree.  Hah!  For all the doggone trail revealed to our 
little company, we could just as easily have kept right on wandering 
downriver and tumbled off a fifty foot bluff, lying only another eight/
ten yards straight in front of us.  No heads-up there!

One of the principal aspects you come to learn about the Nathan 
McClure trail is that it’s not really all that much of a trail to begin with.  
Realistically speaking, very few people ever lay eyes on it.  Actually, over 
a three year period; in the four, extended primitive scouts I’ve made 
here, I and my trail pardners have yet to see another living soul!  (Kind 
of quiet, huh?)  Somewhat like a gigantic, humanless vacuum.  Due, I 
should imagine, to this glaring lack of humanity, the trail - even in its 

16   MuzzleBlasts



The view, standing directly in front of our newly acquired rockhouse and gazing downward over its steep embankment at the diminutive, swiftly 
running, boulder encrusted rivulet - maybe twenty feet below… Go on down and getcherself a pot full of water!

most conspicuous moments is seldom more than an insignificant scuff 
along the forest floor.  Most of the time, the leaves are hardly ruffled 
and you just have to take your best guess:  “Hey lads, is that the trail 
on that bench over there or does it run on down closer to the river 
over here?   Shoot I dunno…”  And this folks, is but another one of 
those uniquely appealing features I so dearly love about it…  When 
you follow the Nathan McClure trail, you’re basically just following 
the Cumberland.  That’s all on earth you’re doing.  Nothing noticeably 
wide, dirt-floored, impeccably graded, painstakingly marked and/
or officially designated like the Appalachian Trace or the Sheltowee 
Trace or the John Muir Trail.  Out here it’s more like it was when 
Elisha Walden or Henry Skaggs first saw it…  Which means you’re 
pretty much forced to figure the danged Nathan McClure trail out for 
yourself.

Proceeding further and further up our ridge, the surrounding 
topography became visibly rougher and rockier with immense, 
house-sized boulders flanking both sides of the path. (These colossal 
monoliths no doubt having fallen from the precipitous, limestone 
encased bluffs higher yet above us).  By and by, our little trail came 
upon an increasingly elevated section of this handsome, awe-inspiring 
holler, much higher up the ridge and hence, much shallower; making 
its wild, rock strewn creek infinitely more accessible than it had been 
on down below.  Originally affixed too far into the abyss of its huge, 
rock-filled, nearly vertical walled gorge; that little, hard flowing stream 

which marked the center of our splendid valley was now, at this higher 
point, quite easily attained.  Coming at last to the valley’s northern 
perimeter with our crystal clear run dancing and splashing, around 
five or six yards immediately beneath my moccasined feet; I cast my 
eyes back toward the southeast.  There, perched along the edge of the 
gorge; stoically overlooking that rowdy little brook stood our fine, 
inviting rockhouse – exactly as I remembered it.  South-facing and flat 
bottomed with a soft, comfortable, dirt floor…  Dry as toast…  Just 
big enough for a good fire, plus the three of us.  Oh, yeah.  Home 
sweet home!

Shadows growing longer, temperatures dropping and the late afternoon 
sun gracefully suspended upon the western horizon gave us no time to 
lose.  Many chores to accomplish.  Much to get a firmer grip on...  We 
had a camp to set up and not a lot of daylight left to do it in.

---to be continued---
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I have been traveling to the NMLRA shoots for some fifty 
years now and I cannot recall anywhere the weather was 
cooler than the just completed event. Other than two wet 
days, the weather was down-right cool and comfortable. I 
was there a full week before I wore my customary shorts.  
I have a lot to report on and hope that I do not forget 
anything important. I find myself doing that lately, so please 
accept my apology if I do so in this report.

First of all, our annual drawing proceeds were up 
considerably from the last few years. We took in over 
$15,000 to rank just behind our first drawing in 1993 
when we were the only act in town. The Hall decided to 
donate $5,000 to the pistol line for capital improvements, 
specifically for pouring concrete to support new permanent 
steel target frames. I believe that we got half of the $5,000 
back in ticket sales to the shooters in the pistol competition.

In the Hall itself, Dennis Eger had his mystery wood species 
guessing contest.  Joe Cindric was the only one to correctly 
identify the wood as black locust. He received 25 tickets for 
the drawing. This turned out to be successful as it raised $49 
for the drawing.

If Gunmaker’s Hall drawings continue to be as successful as 
this one, we anticipate that donations/grants will be made 
for improvements to the playground, additional scholarships 
and perhaps for general maintenance and utility expenses 
on the property. Also 
being considered is 
the purchase of some 
movable sleeping 
quarters to serve 
NMLRA functions. I do 
not know exactly what 
these will be, but due to 
the flood plain situation 
that the property is 
on, new construction 
must meet state of 
Indiana standards for 
construction in such 
areas. As soon as I 
know more about this 
proposal, I will let 
everyone know.

In addition, the Hall building itself will need to upgrade the 
fire safety of our loft sleeping quarters. That can be done by 
enlarging the south window to allow easy egress in the event 
of a fire.  With that in mind, the Hall committee will have to 
consult with someone familiar with fire safety rules.

As you can see the support of our annual fundraising 
drawing has considerable residual effect throughout the 
association, not just the Hall itself. The success of our 
drawing has allowed us to make our needed improvements as 
well as some elsewhere.

As for our drawing this year, I have to admit that I was 
taken not only by the number of items donated, but by the 
quality of these items. It is here that I have to admit that I 
was not able to identify some of the items as to who made 
and donated them. Many of these items were sent into the 
office over the summer and some of the items were not 
identified. If I do not know the donor, I will try to determine 
the information and print it in a future report. I truly do not 
take for granted any of the donations we have received. We 
were able to give out 10 items, far in excess of previous years.

In our incentive drawing, held for those who purchased 
$50 or more in tickets, we had Steven E. Smith of Hanover, 
Indiana, winning the Bob Clapp Plantation utility rifle.

The custom hunting knife made by Paul Poppen and Joel 
Gard, donated by Eddie 
May, was won by Mark 
R. Spear of Leavenworth, 
Indiana.

Randall D. Smith of 
Greenup, Kentucky won 
the Lowell Gard patch 
knife.

The Nancy Thelen Quilt 
was won by Claude Heale 
of New Lenox, Illinois

In the main drawing, for 
all ticket purchases we had 
Mark Zamperini of Erie, 
Pennsylvania winning 
the top prize, the Mike 
McHugh flintlock rifle.
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Sam Madison of Williford, Arkansas, won the shooting bag 
and accompanying horn and patch knife. This was one of the 
items that I could not identify as to maker and donor.  Please 
accept my apology.

The powder horn by Gary Corum was won by Mike 
Stoddard of Twin Falls, Idaho.

A very fine, though unidentified, small powder horn, was 
won by Ralph W. Schultz of Minneapolis, Minnesota. This 
was one of the most attractive multi-colored horns I have 
ever seen. It was exquisitely shaped and finished. I really 
would like to know who made this one.

A very nice patch knife by Gary Corum was won by Jack 
Gribble of Gordon, Wisconsin.

Finally, we had Gary Fox of San Leandro, California winning 
a very well-made knife.  Again, this item’s maker was not 
identified.

If the makers of these items would like to receive the credit 
that they deserve, please contact me and I will publish the 
information in a future report.

I would like to take this time to thank all those who have 
made donations this year and in the past to Gunmaker’s 
Hall. It is obvious that each and every one of you like what 
we are doing. However, it is getting increasingly difficult 
to stay the course due to age and attrition. I am finding it 
increasingly difficult to persevere as my personal health and 
that of my wife is not what it once was.

As for next year, I can report that we will have at least three 
guns in the drawing. Dennis Priddy has built a copy of a 
John Fleeger flintlock that shows the height of the engraving 
art. Look for a future Muzzle Blasts article on this rifle and its 
original precedent. As I write this, I have no details about it, 
but it will show the original piece, a photo of Fleeger later in 
life and related biographical information.

We also have a really nice “barn gun” by Bill Hoover for 
2018. Bill rifled the barrel himself and made most of the 
hardware out of iron.

Both of the above guns have Chambers flintlocks, Davis set 
triggers, and stocks donated by myself. The Fleeger rifle has 
brass castings donated by Pecatonica River Long Rifle Supply 
of Rockford, Illinois. When you are building a rifle, please 

consider these parts providers. 

The barrels of these rifles were provided as blanks by Rice 
Barrel Company, and rifled by Bill Hoover under the 
pavilion behind Gunmaker’s Hall.

We have a third rifle to offer next year. This one is the 
work of Richard Anderson, now about 86 years old. This 
rifle represents his last effort made some 15 years 
ago. Circumstances prevented the rifle going to the intended 
customer when it was finished. Mr. Anderson generously 
donated it to the Hall for use in fundraising. This rifle 
features a Bill Large barrel, a name well known to those of 
us who were around some 40 years ago. The stock is from a 
barn beam taken from an 1832 built barn in Ohio. The barn 
was razed, but Mr. Anderson salvaged the beam before the 
rest of the wood was set ablaze. It is interesting in that the 
wood is cherry and very likely was growing in the late 18th 
century. One could almost call this piece an “original” in its 
own right. There are accompanying accessories that will go 
with this rifle.

According to Ted Thelen, his wife Nancy has again donated 
another quilt for our drawing. Nancy has been doing this for 
well over ten years and we are most grateful!

To complete our drawing, I again must solicit people to 
create and donate items for the 2018 drawing. Our goal is 
to have at least three items in each part of the drawing. I do 
have one minor request of all donors: Please identify your 
items with a business card of other clear method. I feel bad 
that some of our items this year became unidentified. Also, 
please specify any special requests that you may have. As I do 
not always see these items until the drawing, I may become 
confused about what you want us to do.

We had a very good representation of working presenters 
this time. Bill Hoover and John Kleihege worked rifling 
and boring of barrels. John is contemplating the complete 
manufacture of barrels and may become a source. We also 
had Bob Clapp rifling a new barrel using an old one as the 
guide. The resulting finished barrel was very impressive.

We had a new presenter this year. Ben Quearry, of 
Bloomington, Indiana set up and was working on a 3/4 
scale Southern Bean style rifle. Ben will be making our 2019 
incentive rifle using Jara wood from Western Australia. Now, 
that’s what I call exotic! Dennis Eger worked on the 

By Dick Miller, Chairman of Gunmaker’s Hall
HALL REPORT

November 2017 19



decoration of a blunderbuss he built 
as well as a revolver that needed some 
tuning. Dennis serves as the Hall's 
"Overnight Security" by sleeping 
under the pavilion.

Mike McHugh has been commissioned 
to build our 2019 main drawing rifle.

Our Hall monitors this year were Bob 
Clapp, Mike Kowalski, Fred Lipp, 
Dick Truex, Jeff Donahoo, and Lair 
Halterman. Bob Clapp took many 
shifts and helped make sure the Hall 
was open the entire shoot. It paid off 
as we took in over $5,000 in ticket 
sales just this fall, far exceeding other 
shoots. If you would like to help us out 
with a three-hour shift as a monitor, 
please stop by the Hall next June and 
sign up. It’s easy work and a chance 
to commune with the people who 
stop by and look at our displays.  It is 
important for us to have monitors to 
keep the Hall open. I had to leave early 
in June and the building was closed 
the rest of the shoot due to lack of 
monitors. To encourage volunteering 
as a monitor, I am again offering 12 
free drawing tickets for each shift 
served in that capacity.

Of note, Jeff Donahoo, the son-in-law 
of Bill Trigger was probably he most 
efficient seller of tickets.  His specialty 
was convincing Hall visitors to spend 
$50. He was able to get our President, 
Joe Hill, to pony up $200 on the last 
day. By virtue of his almost constant 
presence, Bob Clapp was also a prolific 
seller. Bill Trigger has been coming to 
Friendship since 1951. He is able to 
keep coming because of his son-in-
law. Bill will be 92 the last day of the 
year.

I believe it was Dennis Eger who 

suggested a challenge to all the 
shooting disciplines to see who can 
buy the most tickets for our 2018 
drawing. The pistol line won this year 
primarily due to them having been the 
recipient of our $5,000 grant. I guess 
we have to resort to whatever works. As 
long as the Hall is adequately funded 
to take care of our needs, I can see us 
making future grants such as those 
previously described.

Those of you who were at the Hall this 
fall will note that there are two trees 
planted along the fence at the front 
of the building. I am hoping to create 
some shade in this area.  In June I 
planted soft maple and mulberry trees 
as I was unable to get English Walnut 
plantings to take off. I stuck in two of 
these nuts in with the other plantings 
and, guess what, they germinated.  
Now, I have to decide which trees to 
let grow.  I really would like the walnut 
trees as they are very stately, have great 
and dense shade, and grow very rapidly 
once they are established.  I guess I 
will have a better idea as to what to do 
come June.  

As for the future, I again want to 
solicit people showing their work in 
the Hall. It is always helpful to have 
our racks full of displays. Display items 

may be offered for sale although the 
Hall cannot act as a sales agent. Works 
offered for sale must be custom built 
or antique pieces. No factory guns may 
be displayed. I have deviated from the 
original intent of the Hall to allow 
more items to be displayed. We want 
to keep things relevant to our original 
goals.

I would like you to all have a good 
winter and plan to make the trek to 
Friendship next June. 

Gun Works, Inc.

VIEW ITEMS AND ORDER ONLINE!
www.dixiegunworks.com

Major credit cards accepted

FOR ORDERS ONLY  (800) 238-6785

1412 W Reelfoot Ave.  PO Box 130  Dept. 11  Union City, TN 38281
INFO PHONE:  (731) 885-0700    FAX:  (731) 885-0440

EMAIL:  info@dixiegunworks.com

buiLDiNg cOmmuNitY...  buiLDiNg tRuSt
The muzzleloading community is all about relationships 
built on trust. DIXIE has been proudly building these re-
lationships since 1954. Our all new 2017 DiXiE guN 
WORKS catalog is packed with the items you have 
come to trust for quality, all backed by our service 
and expertise ! It has the world’s largest selection of 
blackpowder replica arms, accessories, and antique 
parts, as well as muzzleloader hunting and sport 
shooting equipment.

All this and StiLL ONLY $5.00!  Get yours today!

 

DIXIE GUN WORKS, INC.

PROFESSiONAL SERVicE 
AND EXPERtiSE guARANtEED
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www.NMLRA.org

Visit our
new website
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100% American made • Proudly employing US Veterans
116 Sams Branch Road  •  Candler, NC 28715

828-667-8361  •  chambers@flintlocks.com
www.flintlocks.com  •  Catalog $5

Maker of the Original Siler Lock
22 Historically Accurate Lock Styles

Hand-Tuned for Legendary Performance & Reliability
Limited Lifetime Guarantee

Historically Accurate Rifle, Fowler & Pistol Kits:
Most parts are inlet for better beginner results

For professionals: Assembly time saved = increased profits
Thirteen Rifle & Fowler Kits, Two Pistol Kits available

Rifle made by Jim Chambers from our Lancaster Kit, featuring our Golden Age Flintlock in .50 caliber.

The Benchmark for Quality in Muzzleloading Firearms for Over 50 Years.
Jim Chambers Flintlocks, Ltd.
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Pictured above is the author’s 40 + year-old 
1851 Navy Colt replica. The screws originally had 
the narrow, European-style knife blade slots, 
long since widened and fire blued for better 
utility and appearance. And the old gun still looks 
and shoots great!

The Final Touch:
Refinishing Screwed-Up Screws (and Other Small Gun Parts)

Screwdrivers for working on guns need to be of the correct size 
and shape to avoid damaging the screw heads. Use only square 
sided, “hollow ground” screwdrivers shaped for turning machine 
screws.

By F.W. Schindler 

There are many aspects to the care and management of 
black-powder muzzleloaders. Part of the attraction of owning 
and shooting the old tech charcoal burners is the meticulous 
maintenance they require to be kept in good shootin’ order 
and handsome appearance. It’s a very satisfying thing being 
able to trot out an old gun, replica or antique, that’s been 
well kept and go hunting or target shooting with it, or 
maybe just show it off.

Jagged screw slots and screw heads that have been burred 
from repeated firearms disassembly and/or dinged and 
discolored from honest use are disfiguring and ugly to 
look at on an otherwise well-maintained firearm. Then we 
have those blued but unpolished mass-produced products 
from the European screw machines with the circular tool 
marks still on them (ugh) that detract significantly from the 
appearance of their otherwise handsome-looking firearms, 
long a particular fault of replica caplock revolvers from across 
the pond.

For example, I have in my collection of caplock revolvers 
an early model 1851 Colt Navy replica with 1974 Italian 
proof marks on it. It is held together with 12 screws that 
originally had the narrow, European-style knife-blade 
screw slots impossible to turn with anything but a custom 
made, narrow-blade screwdriver. I got the gun some years 
back, second hand but in unfired condition, and wasted 
no time widening the slots to a usable 30 thousandths of 
an inch using 300 grit wet-or-dry “waterproof” sanding 
paper wrapped around the back of a craft saw blade, then 
refinished the screws. I’ve since fired that 40–plus year-old 
gun many, many times and the old banger still looks great, 

screws and all, after repeated disassembly for cleaning.

The Turn of the Screw
With a tip of the hat to Henry James, we firearms lovers 
have our own nightmares: mangled screw heads which are 
usually the result of someone using poorly shaped, ill-fitting 
screwdrivers. Remember, there are two different kinds of 
flathead screwdrivers out there, the general purpose wood 
screwdriver with a tapered, wedge-shaped blade, and the 
parallel-sided “hollow-ground” machine-screw screwdrivers 
used in the gun trade. The standard, hardware store 
screwdriver with a tapered blade is poison on firearms and 
will always tend to twist out of a machine screw slot, marring 
the screw head almost every time.

22 MuzzleBlasts



Those shooters who appreciate a good-looking, well-kept 
firearm will sometimes, rather than put up with unsightly 
screws, buy new ones. This is fine if you only have a very 
few firearms and the screws are available from the factory or 
a gunsmith supply outfit such as Brownells. It’s unnecessary 
though, besides being impractical and needlessly expensive if a 
shooter has anything like an extensive collection. And, in the 
case of some Italian made products, even the new screws can 
be downright disappointing as to finish, as mentioned earlier. 
Then, too, maybe the screws you need are not readily available 
for your old shootin’ iron, and so you are stuck with what you 
have.                      

Well, be of good cheer. With a modest investment of ten 
bucks or so, a minimum of elbow grease and a few minutes 
of spare time, those battered, rusted or otherwise unsightly 
screwed-up screws can usually be remanufactured right at 
home and made to look even better than new.

Two Ways to Go
So what to do? Forget the traditional, professional hot 
chemical blueing method. It is needlessly expensive to 
have done on small parts like screws (even if you can find a 
gunsmith to do it), and is much too costly and elaborate a 
setup for a do-it-yourself project at home. There are, however, 
two simple and easy-to-do alternatives: one is the good ol’ 
standby of using one of the cold-blueing formulas sold at gun 

Everything needed to refinish gun 
screws and other small parts.

In addition to screws, 
other small gun parts like 
the new front and rear 
sights pictured above, 
respond well to cold-
liquid blueing – always 
provided the metal is well 
polished and degreased 
first.

A hard-rubber sanding block makes a good backing when 
polishing metal parts like screw heads, first with emery 
cloth, then fine wet-or-dry paper. Wearing a magnifying 

optivisor reveals any imperfections in the work.

Here the author uses 400-grit wet-or-dry paper wrapped over the 
back of a craft saw blade to true up a screw slot before degreasing 
and blueing.

November 2017 23



shops, sporting-goods stores and through mail order. These 
actually work very well – provided the metal is properly 
prepared first – and will produce a decent, blue-black finish 
with a minimum of expense and effort.

Unless refinishing an entire muzzleloader, barrel and all, 
it isn’t necessary to purchase a complete reblueing kit for 
$20 dollars or more that includes many items not needed 
or that you may already have around the house: wet-or-dry 
sanding paper, a piece of soft flannel cloth, some denatured 
alcohol or dish detergent for degreasing, and some thin latex 
gloves. If you have those items then you only need a bottle of 
blueing solution for about six bucks and you’re all set to redo 
a hundred screws!

With the materials in hand, re-blueing with cold liquid 
blueing solution is done in three steps: metal polishing, 
degreasing, and blueing. Metal preparation is the key to a 
satisfactory job of blueing. I polish screw heads and other 
metal parts using fine emery cloth first to true things up, 
then use 320-grit or 400-grit wet-or-dry paper and finally 
1,000-grit wet-or-dry polishing paper. The 320 grit paper 
folded over the back of a craft saw or hacksaw blade works 
well for polishing and trueing up narrow screw slots. Then, 

wearing protective gloves, degrease the 
work with the alcohol or dish detergent, 
rinse under cold water and pat dry. 
Blueing is the easy part; again wearing 
gloves so the fingers won’t contaminate 
the metal surface, you basically just 
rub the solution on with a cotton swab 
or piece of flannel cloth. I like using a 
piece of flannel folded over the back of 
a thin craft saw or hacksaw blade to rub 
the solution into the screw slot, wait a 
minute and rinse off the work in cold 
water again. Then dry, oil, and admire 
your work!

Another method that I sometimes use to 
put a distinctive, quick and easy finish on 
gun screws is to blue the work by using a 
hand-held propane torch. It’s called fire 

blueing. Does this sound too good to be true? Well, it isn’t! 
With a little practice it produces an attractive, spectacular 
even, bright blue finish on screws and other small parts 
similar in appearance to the current Uberti custom-charcoal 
blue or the famous old Colt firearms “bright blue” said to 
have been produced by using a secret formula using fish oil 
and charcoal (dunno what Uberti uses nowadays). Just don’t 
mess with any parts that may be heat treated like revolver 
hammers, triggers and such as heating up those parts will 
ruin their hardened temper.

Easy Does It!
The heat-blueing method is simple to do, with no fussing 
to rub the blueing solution on and into screw slots, and this 
technique is just as durable as cold blueing and produces 
a very attractive finish, too. Using this method, polish the 
metal, degrease and rinse under cold water as before, then 
heat up the screw head with a propane torch, holding the 
work in needle nose pliers, and watch the metal until it 
turns to the color that you want, which should be in a few 
seconds. There’s a little craftsmanship and experimentation 
involved here. If the metal isn’t properly degreased or is 

Black powder muzzleloaders 
should be “field stripped” 

for cleaning on a regular 
basis, preferably right after 

shooting, always using well-
shaped screwdrivers.

A properly maintained muzzleloader needs to be disassembled regularly for cleaning to avoid the corrosive effects of black powder. Using 
“hollow ground” gunsmith-style screwdrivers prevents screw damage.
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heated too long, the color turns ugly (so let cool, polish, 
degrease and try it again). When you get the color that you 
want drop the work into some oil (any oil, motor oil will 
work), and let it cool there. The true color won’t materialize 
until the work is dropped in the oil. Done! Note that blueing 
with a propane torch can get smelly and is best done in a 
well-ventilated area, preferably outside if there’s much work 
to be done. 

The results using either of the methods I’ve described are 
both attractive, very cost effective, and make easy, do-it-
yourself projects for keeping one’s firearms in a pristine 
condition and, in some cases, even improve over the original 
appearance of the gun. It’s a beautiful final touch! 

Resources

Dixie Gun Works, Inc., P.O. box 130, Dept. 11, Union City, 
TN 38261, www.dixiegunworks.com

Brownells, Inc.,200 South Front Street, Montezuma, IA 50171-
9989, www.brownells.com

Birchwood Casey, 7887 Fuller Road, Suite 100, Eden Prairie, 
MN 55344 www.birchwoodcasey.com

Outers Guncare, 1 Vista Way, Anoka, MN 55303, ww.outers-
guncare.com

  

The author uses both liquid cold blueing and fire-blueing techniques to refurbish gun screws and other small parts.

Fire blueing with either a hand-held propane torch, or cold blueing 
solutions, are both useful ways to refinish gun screws. Metal 
preparation (polishing and degreasing) is the key to good results.

Refinishing those screwed-up screws 
keeps good guns looking like new!

A combination of fire blueing (on the screws) and liquid cold 
blueing (on the barrel key and cylinder) have kept this 40+ year-old 
1851 Navy Colt replica looking good.
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««Sighting IN»» 
Dear Ms. Rittgers,
Many years ago I obtained what I believe to be a flintlock martial 
pistol barrel made by Durs Egg.  Now ol’ Durs is a pretty famous 
guy, which is why I bought it, but I wonder if it is his genuine 
product because I have not been able to find any examples of the 
proof marks online.

The barrel is a little over nine inches long excluding the tang, 
tapered and flared, and .69 caliber smooth bore.  The top is 
marked D EGG LONDON along with three proof marks or 
stamps.  Two are identical, located on the top left side.  The third 
is in line with the tang and is a crown with letters DF or DI 
underneath.  The tang is marked with either a 6 or a 9, depending 
on which way is up.  I have been told for years that I don’t know 
which way is up, so I’ll leave that for you to determine.

The underside has 4 slash marks seemingly cut with a chisel, an 
odd circle with little feet or ears (again depending on which way is 
up) and sort of an X followed by WR immediately behind the rear 
barrel lug.

I’ve included a couple of smoke transfers of the markings.  I’m 
hoping you can tell me if this little beauty really was made by 
Egg, the approximate date of manufacture, and the type of gun it 
would have been mounted on.  Maybe I’ll recreate the original, 
bury it in a bucket of gravel for a year, bead blast it then soak it in 
oil so people will have something to talk about at my estate sale!

Many thanks,

Joel Gard

Dear Mr. Gard,
Thank you for your inquiry regarding a barrel-marked Durs Egg.

You are correct in stating that ol’ Durs is a famous guy, in fact, he 
was one of the greatest London gunmakers. He is known to have 
manufactured guns for Royality, such as the Prince of Wales (George 
IV) and King George III. 

Durs was born in 1748 to a gunmaking family. His father was Leonz 
Egg of Oberbuchstein, Switzerland. Durs served as an apprentice 
in Paris, then came to England where he worked for John Twigg 
in 1772. He opened his own business in 1778 where Durs worked 
as a sword cutler and a gunmaker. From 1784-1820 he worked 
as a contractor to Ordnance. In 1831 Durs died, but his business 
continued under his sons. They continued trading using the Durs Egg 
name, to retain the reputation the name had earned through the years. 
The firm seems to have used the Durs Egg name until 1865.

Concerning your barrel, the slash marks on the underside are assembly 
marks that are common on pieces made at this time. The two crowned 
crossed scepters are Ordnance Private Proof marks that were used until 
1804. I had not seen the other mark, so I sent your inquiry to the 
experts at the Royal Armouries. They believe the crown/DE may be 
Durs Egg’s own proof or some form of inspector’s mark. James D. Julia 
also came to the conclusion upon examining a British Light Infantry 
carbine marked D. Egg. The following is a photo of this mark on said 
gun.

You will notice that this British carbine also has the “6” on the barrel. 
In the description of above carbine, Julia described it as number “6” 
of an undetermined number of muskets for a private military unit. 

Since the Durs Egg name was used as a brand name for so long, my 
friends at the Royal Armouries say it is quite likely that it wasn’t made 
by him personally. But again, we can’t say for sure.

Sincerely,

Sarah

Dear Sarah,
I have a flintlock pistol I would like to learn something about and 
identify, if possible.

It is 14” overall length.
Barrel: 8 inch
.50 cal. smoothbore
Brass furniture - non-period replacement ramrod
The lockplate is: “Sharpe”
The barrel is stamped: “Extra Sharpe Proof” in 3 lines

The barrel has two proof stamps:

Top stamp is what I believe to be a crown above two crossed 
scepters. The left side of the scepter is a “B.” Below is a “P” and 
to the right is a “C.” I believe this may be Birmingham Proof 
Company.

The lower stamp is also a crown and crossed scepters. Below the 
scepters is a “v.”

BY SARAH RITTGERS, PHD IN HISTORY
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I located information on these proofmarks in this article: “The 
Crossed Scepters & Crown Mark and its Association with the 
Gunmakers Ketland.” See page 6 for what I believe may be the 
proof marks on this pistol.

http://www.birminghamgunmuseum.com/media/The_Crossed_
Sceptres_Mark.pdf

I intend on donating this pistol to a museum but I really need to 
know what it is. And, is it worthy of a museum. I realize you can’t 
put a dollar value on it but if you could give me a rough, even very 
rough, range I would appreciate it. I’d hate to donate something 
that has little or no value. If it has great value it’s still going to a 
museum.

Thank you for any help you can give me.

Sincerely,

Hugh Harrington

Dear Mr. Harrington,
The flintlock pistol that you have appears to be an Indian Trade/
Frontiersmen pistol. There are a couple of similar pistols listed in the 
Guns That Won the West Catalog published on November 16, 2008 
by Gary Hendershott. The following is a summary of what he says 
about these arms. 

From 1790 to 1840 there was a large demand for pistols such as yours 
for use on the frontier. They were available across the northwest, far 
west and Canada for use in the fur trade. They could be found at 
trading posts, fur trapping companies, forts, rendezvous, etc. Many 
trade pistols were given by US and Canadian Government agencies 
for treaty annuities and gifts. The pistols could be traded to Indians 
in exchange for furs. Mountain men carried several pistols for backup 
purposes. Gunmakers in Birmingham and London manufactured a 
significant number to meet the demand.

Hendershott stated that there is meager information available relevant 
to these pistols. In the next sentence he states, “Another group of pistols 
occasionally encountered are identified being marked “Extra Sharpe” 
in large letters on brass barrels.” He had a pair of Extra Sharpe Trade 
pistols with post 1813 Birmingham proofs, and brass barrels. 

I have found very little information on John Sharpe. In the book 
British Gunmakers, Volume 2, by Nigel Brown he is listed as having 
worked on Edmund Street in Birmingham from 1811-1817. His 
business was noted as John Sharpe & Company from 1818-28 and 
John Sharpe from 1827-31. The collectorsfirearms.com website listed 
a brass-barreled pistol with the “Sharpe Extra Proof ” marking and 
stated the Sharpe stood for John Sharpe Manufacturing. The site 
went on to state that a group of partners in Montreal, the Northwest 
Company, sold many of these to the fur trade, and that the British 
supplied them to the Indians during the War of 1812.

The above image is from the Track of the Wolf, Inc. website showing 
the Birmingham proof marks used post 1813 for proofing black 
powder barrels. The crowned crossed scepters over a “V” that is also 
on the piece is also a part of the markings of the Birmingham Proof 
Company from 1813-1904. 

If you search the web you will find several like pistols that have been 
listed for sale and you can see the range of prices for these pistols.

For further information on this piece, I suggest you contact the 
Museum of the Fur Trade. They have a large collection of trade 
firearms and may have further information on John Sharpe pieces. 
They might be interested in receiving it as a donation too! Their 
address is as follows:

Museum of the Fur Trade
6321 Highway 20
Chadron, NE 69337

Good luck with your research and I hope you find a good home for his 
nice piece.

Sincerely,

Sarah

Dear Sarah,
I have a ML cap lock rifle that my father gave me a couple of years 
ago.  It was part of his wife’s brother’s estate and they were going 
to try and sell it at a garage sale.  My dad asked if he could have it 
so that he could give it to me, knowing I had a keen appreciation 
of old rifles in general, especially MLs.  They gladly gave it to him 
for me.

 The rifle has a 32” .40 cal. full-octagon barrel that is 1-1/8” across 
the flats at the breech end and tapers to 1-1/16” at the muzzle.  
Several parts are marked ‘Remington’.  They are the lock (lower 
outside), the patch box (inside the hinged cover) and the barrel 
(upside down on the LH side vertical flat, covered by the stock).  
The barrel marking is the hardest to see, is partially hidden by 
the stock and not all the letters are present.  I understand that E. 
Remington  was in the parts-supplying business during the middle 
1800s and that his company supplied gunsmiths with major parts 
that they then assembled into finished rifles.  A few parts were 

Continued on Page 28.
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missing when I got it, and they have been replaced and the rifle is 
serviceable once again.

The top flat of the barrel is marked:

A.G. Edwards
MICH.
CORU_ _ A
I looked at a Michigan state map with a city index and found 
that there is a Corunna, MI, that would seem to satisfy the two 
obliterated letters.

I contacted ASSRA, who has a copy of ‘Michigan Gunsmiths of the 
19th & Early 20th Centuries’ by James Kelly in their library.  The 
curator found this entry:

Edwards, A.G., Corunna Village    1860 census

Shiawassee County 1860 census shows A.G. Edwards 32 Gun 
Smith, born in England.  His wife Emaline 28, and first son 
George H. were born in New York.  Three younger children Ida F. 
4, Mary 2 and Walter 3 months, were born in Michigan.  In 1869 
he was also located in Corunna, and made at least one half-stock 
percussion rifle.

I also found the following:

TS535S291953
American Gun Makers
3 1153 DQflb7E7S 2
copyright 1953 by the Stackpole 
Company
Second Edition, Revised Including 
Suppliment of American  
Gun Makers 
excerp: 

American Gun Makers, page 57 Edwards, A.G.- Corunna, Mich. 
1869 Half-stock percussion rifle.

 The previous owner of the rifle, Harold (Bud) Wilson, who was 
my step-mother’s brother has passed away, told my dad on a prior 
occasion that his grandfather (Gus Bluske) had lugged the rifle 
across the plains when they came to settle in the Fort Morgan area 
of Colorado.  

This additional information about Gus Bluske is known by the 
family.  He was born on Oct. 20, 1869 in Vernon County, WI.  He 
married in Viroqua, WI on Mar. 11, 1902.  The 1910 census shows 
him living in Fort Morgan, CO, and that he was a carpenter.  He 
also had lived in Greeley, CO, and moved to California in 1929.  
He died in Eagle Rock, CA on Jan. 17, 1973.

 This rifle was evidently passed on, presumably to his son (Harold 
Wilson’s dad) at some point, and then to his grandson (Harold 
Wilson), then to my dad, and finally me.  I have attached some 
pictures of it, and can supply any of them in a larger file size, if 
needed.  I am curious if you can tell me any more about the maker.  
Thank you very much for your time.

Clint Meier

Dear Mr. Meier,
Unfortunately I haven’t been able to find much more information on 
Mr. Edwards. I did find his full name in Frank Sellers book, American 
Gunsmiths. His full name is Antrobus George Edwards. He is listed 
as having lived in Rochester, New York 1849-1853, and Corunna, 
Michigan, 1853-1879. The listing also stated that he purchased John 
Miller’s shop in 1852 after working for him several years. Edwards was 
known to have made Miller patent revolving rifles as well as normal 
percussion rifles. There is a John Miller listed in Seller’s book who lived 
in Rochester, New York from 1829-1853, then moved to Battle Creek, 
Michigan from 1854-1856. He patented a revolving rifle June 11, 
1829. The famous gunsmith, William Billinghurst, also worked with 
Miller and incorporated some of Miller’s features on his rifles. After 
John sold his shop to Edwards in 1852, he went into the wholesale 
fish business. There is an article by Ernest L. Bates about 

John Miller and his brother 
James entitled, “An Update 
of the J. & J. Miller (Millar) 
Revolving Cylinder Guns. 
This article only mentioned 
Edwards as having been 

a former employee of the Millers and that he bought the shop from 
John. It provides extensive information of the Millers that might help 
you with your research. It can be found on the following site: http://
americansocietyofarmscollectors.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/
B048_Bates.pdf 

The patent revolving rifle made by the Millers, Billinghurst and 
apparently Edwards would look similar to the following found on 
http://www.american-firearms.com/american-firearms/z-pic/pics-M/
Miller,%20James%20and%20John/Miller-rifle-by-billinghurst.jpg:

You may be able to find further information on Edwards by contacting 
the historical society of the country where Corunna is located. Its 
address is as follows:

Shiawassee County Historical Society
Box 526
Owosso, MI 48867
I hope this information will assist you further with your research.

Sincerely,

Sarah

28   MuzzleBlasts



Dear Sarah,
I was given an old half-stocked rifle, in relic condition, with a 
broken stock. On top barrel flat, the name, R H Caudell and the 
date, May 7th, 1837 are engraved, with a star figure between. The 
percussion lock has some engraving, looks possibly stamped, as 
does the hammer. There is the number 72 stamped on the inside 
of the lock plate and on the bridle parts numbers, I would guess. 
The barrel has a single pin and no patent breech. The tang has been 
broken. A converted flintlock? A 37” .36 caliber barrel, with a thin, 
low silver-front sight, pewter nose cap, brass trigger guard with set 
triggers, and an iron, curved butt plate adorn a very nicely grained 
piece of maple, unfortunately severely damaged. My intent is to 
restore this old piece. To what extent, I haven’t decided, though 
right now, I lean toward making it whole, but leaving all the patina 
and “stories it tells” in place.

Jerry, the man who gave me the rifle, used to play with it as a child, 
in his grandfather’s attic, about 60 years ago. He has no knowledge 
of its history, however. Incidentally, the gun still had a load in the 
breech; patched ball and probably 30 grains or so of a rock hard 
chunk of black powder that I had to chisel from the bore after 

pulling the breech plug. Third old gun in a row I’ve found still 
loaded! 

Can you guide me toward identification? As yet, I haven’t located a 
Caudell gunmaker, though I did come across a family of Caudells 
in Kentucky about that time period.

Thank you for your help,

Bob Worthington

Dear Mr. Worthington,
Unfortunately I have not been able to find any information on RH 
Caudell. I have searched all the books available to me and have come 
up empty. My only suggestion to you would be to study the Caudell 
family tree until you find him. There are quite a few Caudell’s in North 
Carolina. A site with information on this family tree is http://www.
caudillreunion.org/family-tree/. 

There is a book entitled the Caudell Family History: Descendants of 
Hannah Louisa Caudell and Sanders Watson, Volume 1, by Beverly 
Winsness that may prove helpful.

I wish I could have been of more assistance to you.

Sincerely,

Sarah 

Coffee mugs . . . . . . . . . .$8.00
Stainless tumbler . . . $19.99

Show your support 
every morning!

order 
today at 

nmlra.org
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DURS EGG
A master English gun maker, Durs Egg apprenticed in Swit-
zerland and Paris before settling up shop in London in
1772. Egg’s contemporaries were John Twigg, John and
Joseph Manton, Robert Wogdon, Henry Nock and H.W.
Mortimer. Egg kept abreast of his contemporaries in
both aesthetics and design engineering producing
some of England’s finest arms. Gun makers today use
this lock for almost any style of flint rifle from:
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Southern Moun-
tain Rifles and all variations of these
arms. The fast lock time of this
unit makes it an asset to the
competitive shooter and
hunter alike.

New rain resistant frizzen
waterproof pan, pierced

47 other models
also available
and triggers.

2328 Cains Mill Road
Sumter, SC 29154

(803) 481-5790
www.lr-rpl.com

bridal, fly, stirrup type
springing, fancy mainspring,

roller mounted frizzen, plate
highly polished internally. Also

available in interchangeable per-
cussion. Left and right hand. Dim.

5” x 15/16”.

Dealer or Direct
Catalog $5.00

We stock a wide variety of muzzleloader supplies & accessories 
and carry a full line of Traditions muzzleloaders and 

muzzleloading kits. Also, at Deer Creek Products we have a huge 
selection of parts including parts for CVA, Traditions, Hopkins & 

Allen, Classic Arms, and Mowery Rifles. Call for availability.

**Call for a Catalog**
We also offer a Dealer Program.

www.deercreekproducts.net

Deer Creek Products
P.O. Box 246, Waldron, IN 46182

Phone: 765.525.6181  Fax: 765.525.9595

French Amber Gun Flints
The Traditional Flints

of the 18th century
Still considered the best available
Sizes: 1/2, 5/8, 3/4, 7/8, and 1"

From $24 to $27 per doz.
Plus $9 minimum postage

Heritage Products
1828 Redman Road, Dept. MB

St. Louis, MO 63138
314-741-7592

www.heritage-products.com
Now accepting credit cards.

COONIE’S 
BLACK POWDER

BOX 2062 HOBBS NM 88241
(800) 713-6321

FAX (575) 393-6060
EMAIL: cooniesblkpdr@aol.com

“Goex” Black Powder
Fg-4Fg-Cannon-Cartridge-
Cowboy- Express Powder-

Pinnacle (B.P. sub)-and Swiss
Only GOEX-made in USA

Olde Enysford Powder now available

Hand Made Buckskin Frontiersmans Garments.
Blanket Coats, Moccasins, Rifle 
Cases, Hunting Pouches. 
Tomahawks, Knives, 
Muzzleloading Guns, Fur Hats, 
Illustrated Catalog, $3.00.
Tecumseh’s Trading Post
4 Liberty Lane, Cody, WY 82414

Visit our new website

www.NMLRA.org
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Track of the Wolf, Inc.
www.trackofthewolf.com v 763-633-2500

Creedmoor Ramrods, 36” & 44” lengths - from $29.99

Button Jags, .32 - .75 caliber - from $3.49

World Leader in Muzzle Loading Supplies
18308 Joplin St. N.W., Elk River, MN 55330

#Catalog-18
432 pages

12,000 products
Only $10.00
shipped in the US

Match 660, Sub-Junior Boys 
Tristan Rogers 16, Tristan Cindric 3, Jeremiah Nunn 2

Match 661, Sub-Junior Girls 
Olivia Rosemeyer 8

Match 662, Men’s Senior Division 
Ron Kleber 19, Gary Stern 16, Art Farnsley 15.

Match 663, Men’s Junior Division 
Ben Stern 11, Jackson Ross 9, Bob Sargent 9.

Match 664, Women’s Senior Division 
Nicole Deemer 12, Melissa Backscheider 12, Leisa Cammuse 9.

Match 665, Women’s Junior Division 
Michal Greenlee 13, Julie Bittner 9, Jamie Thomas 8.

Match 667, Men’s Knife
Art Farnsley 17, Ricky Yates 13, John Gibbs 12.

Match 668, Women’s Knife 
Melissa Backscheider 8, Leisa Cammuse 8, Susie Hulvey 7.

Match 669, Tomahawk Aggregate 
Art Farnsley 5-1X, Melissa Backscheider 3-2X, Gary Stern 3.

Match 670, Knife Aggregate
Art Farnsley 3-1X, Mike Haker 1, Gary Stern 1.

Match 671, Tomahawk & Knife Aggregate
 Art Farnsley 8-2X, Melissa Backscheider 4-2X, Doug Rexrode 3-1X.

Match 672, Men’s Junior Knife 
Jackson Ross 9, Bob Sargent 6, Kayden Aragon 5. 

Match 673, Women’s Junior Knife
 Michal Greenlee 7. 

Match 674, Sub-Junior Girls Championship 
No Entries

Match 675, Sub-Junior Boys Championship
 No Entries

Regretfully, the Tomahawk and Knife results from the Spring 
National Shoot were left out of the October issue. Many apologies 

for the oversight and congratulations to the winners.

SPRING NATIONAL SHOOT
TOMAHAWK AND KNIFE MATCH RESULTS
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I’ve always been fascinated with double rifles and their intended use. 
There is just something about the ‘folklore’ that surrounds them that 
you read in old books or articles. I used to think of percussion double 
rifles as just round ball and belted ball guns essentially having the same 
projectile and barrel configurations, but as we all know the ‘old’ gun-
makers tried just about everything when it comes to rifles and rifling. 
The two most common English percussion doubles were the belted ball 
and Purdy’s “winged bullet” (1840s) with its distinct two deep grooves. 
With this came the term “Express Rifle” that Purdy gave to his rifle 
configuration, shoot a light bullet extremely fast; as Purdy stated “like 
the fast-moving locomotives that were starting to travel across Africa.” 
India and Africa must have been something to see in those days.  

Let me digress a little, it was during this Black Powder era that 
the Mechanical Engineering genius Sir Joseph Whitworth was 
commissioned by the British government (early 1850’s) to conduct 
testing and submit his ideal rifle for military use. He used the same 
bullet weight and powder charge of the current .577 Enfield, which 
were a 530gr. bullet as well as 70gr. of powder. During his intensive 
years of testing he created and submitted the 52 bore or 0.451” 
diameter with its unique 6 sided, 1in 20 inch twist, Hexagon bore. 
This firearm was very accurate surpassing the accuracy of any arm in 
its day, shooting minute of angle groups at long distances considered 
unbelievable then and even to most people today. 

Soon after Whitworth’s development he and other British makers 
capitalized on Long Range target shooting as the ballistic characteristics 
of shooting the Black Powder Muzzle Loading Target Rifle’s (aka: Match 

Rifle) elongated bullet proved to be a brief but great time in shooting 
history. This Long Range Muzzle Loading Target Rifle era, with long 
conical bullets, only existed from the late 1850s – 1870s and basically 
ended soon after the Americans with their breechloaders beat the Irish 
with their Rigby ML in the great Creedmoor match of 1874. To put 
that in perspective, can you remember what you’ve done or where you 
were 25 years ago? 

During this brief time some of the best British gunmakers opted to take 
their perfected Long Range Muzzle Loading Target Rifles (Match Rifles) 
in a different direction and produce some Long Range ML Double 
Rifles or Express Rifles. I say Long Range Double Rifle because these 
double rifles have the same inside bore characteristics as their Long 
Range ML Target Rifles counterparts. This would make one believe 
that the rifles were intended for very long projectiles, but with all the 

3 deuce AH c: Alexander Henry (52 bore, 0.451”) percussion 
double rifle made in 1866.  Note the island bar locks, unusual 
hammer design along with the engraved platinum blow out plugs. 
Background: Alexander Henry Sporting/Target rifle (52 bore).  
Note the rare ‘patented elevator’ or elevating cheek rest.

By Rick Weber
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experimenting I’ve done with these three rifles to get them to shoot, this 
was evidently not the case. I can only imagine a few reasons why the 
bores on these rifles have such a fast twist. The sights just don’t seem to 
be regulated for such a heavy bullet. One thing is for sure, there’s enough 
twist in these rifles to stabilize a bullet as long as three bore diameters.  

I’ll start with an Alex Henry serial #1403; the others are a John Rigby and 
guess whom? The Alex Henry is cased with most of the accessories and 
on the label for the original owner is the date 1866. One quick noticeable 
thing about this rifle, when it’s assembled, is the long slightly swamped 
barrels of 32 inches in length. The barrel rib is file cut the entire length 
except where it’s marked “Alex Henry, 12 South Andrew St., Edinburgh, 
Patent No. 846”. The extremely fine rear sights are a fixed 100 and 3-leafs 
marked 150, 200 & 250 yards respectively. The Damascus barrels are 52 
bore (0.451”) with 1 in 24” twist just like the Alex Henry Long Range 
Target/Sporting Rifle with its 36-inch barrel and elevating cheek-piece 
(and you thought we are creating new things in the 21st century!). The 
double rifle weighs 8.9 pounds and the original loading instructions state 
“4 Drs. No.6 (110 grains) Curtis & Harvey’s, Eley’s No. 10 cap, Bullet 
with wooden plug, papered & wad attached.” It took me years to figure 
out what all of this actually meant since I was missing an item in my case 
that I couldn’t figure out. I got a phone call from a prominent collector 
that had recently acquired an Alex Henry 450 BPE single shot rifle, cased. 
He had a mysterious accruement in his case that he could not figure out 
what it was used for and wanted to know if I’d ever seen one like it. A 
quick trip to his house to see his new rifle and as soon as he opened the 
case and pulled out the reloading tool, my mystery was solved and he and 
I were both relieved. It was a tool that you placed the previously punched 
out wad in and this tool punched a hole in the middle and your wad now 
looks like a donut! Now I knew how my gun was to be properly loaded; 
Powder, bullet paper patched and the excess paper ‘pigtail” goes through 
the hole in the center of the wad! I have to go on and say I told my friend 
that John Dickson in Edinburgh, Scotland has all of Alex Henry’s records 
and he could write them for a photocopy of the original ledger for his rifle 
as I had done. Low and behold when he received the photocopy the name 
of the original purchaser was written in the comment section of the ledger 

and it was the same man who was written on my guns original label “CL 
Wood” although my label also has “Howlish Hall, Bishop Auckland 
1866”. The two rifles were purchased by the same man but not during 
the same year, about 9 years between. It wouldn’t surprise me if there 
wasn’t a reader out there with another one of CL’s guns. Now, it’s a hold 
out between my friend and I as to who will part with their gun first - ha 
not me and I’m younger! 

The bullet mold was the other missing component and it took me some 
time to figure out what this gun liked. The compartment in the case 
gave me a clue as to the dimensions and it was a HP as the HP plug was 
missing from its home inside the case as well. The loading instructions 
indicated a ‘wooden plug’ and I assumed this is where it was used (must 
have been prior to the Copper Tube?). The wooden plug in the base was 
ruled out as it’s a HP mold; base pour. After boring out a few molds 
during my testing, I found that a 325gr bullet HP of pure lead with 
100gr of 2FFg does very well. This gun will actually take a snug bullet of 
0.453”. Too bad the original mold was missing and it would have saved 
me a lot of time, but it wouldn’t have been near as rewarding! 

I did a little research on CL Wood and found him to be a Mr. 
Collingwood Lindsey Wood (1830-1906), mining engineer and Coal 
Mine owner in the county of Durham, England (1850s-1870s). One 
interesting note, if the internet information I compiled is correct, is that 
CL Wood’s father passed away in December of 1865 and this gun was 
purchased in 1866. So, did CL buy this gun with some of his inheritance? 
It seems so to me. Howlish Hall is still in existence today, but it has 
been turned into an assisted-living home with only a few of the original 
2500-acre estate it was when CL Wood lived there. Again, if the internet 
information is correct, CL Wood’s father was a wealthy coal owner as 
well from Freeland, Forgandenny, Perthshire, Scotland and this is where 
CL Wood eventually moved around 1880; this is probably the reason of 

3 deuce Rigby a: John Rigby (52 bore, 0.451”) percussion double rifle.  
Note the island bar locks and lack of platinum blow-out plug – I’ve yet 
to see a Rigby with platinum blow-out plugs. Background: John Rigby 
Match rifle (52 bore).  

3 deuce Whit a: Sir Joseph Whitworth (52 bore, 0.451”) percussion 
double rifle.  Note the lack of engraving, someone once said 
or wrote something like: ‘Whitworths’ perfection in execution 
and style doesn’t need engraving’, I have to agree! Background: 
Whitworth Target rifle (52 bore).
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affection CL Wood had with Alexander Henry being from Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 

The next rifle in the group of 52-bore percussion doubles is by John 
Rigby percussion serial #13458 (date 1870); one of the best, as far as 
condition, rifles I have seen and also one of the best feeling rifles you 
would ever put your hands on. I call it the ‘Feminine Feeling”. This 
gun weighs 9.1 pounds. Interesting, this rifle and the Alex Henry are 
almost identical with respect to their stock dimensions, 14.25” LOP, 
1.5” comb and 2.375” heal, no wonder they both fit so well. They 
both have 4-screw bridle island bar locks but the Rigby locks are quite 
smaller internally conversely shorter in length as much as a half-inch. 
Both rifles’ locks have stalking safeties. This stock was the only one of 
the three to have a patch-box and checkered butt-plate. The fire blue 
on the trigger guard is the best of any original rifle I’ve seen. It looks 
somewhat like tarnished silver and seems to be translucent. The 30-
inch barrels are marked on the matted rib John Rigby & Co. Dublin 
& London have a set of fine sights graduated for a fixed 200 and 
2-folding for 250 & 300 yards. The barrels are steel with an interesting 
note that the two ramrod thimbles are Damascus. This is the first 
original rifle that I have ever seen that when you place in a bore light 
the light is so reflective up the bore that you cannot keep 
 

looking; it’s like looking at the sun. The twist came out on both ends 
as 1:22”; again fast twist makes me think long bullet just like a target 
rifle. The rifling is typical Rigby style and it shoots as well as it looks. 
After replacing the aftermarket nipples in the gun with my own 
platinum-lined nipples, I used the Alex Henry’s reloading instructions 
as a starting point. I made a PP mold that ended with a 0.442” 
diameter bullet that patched to 0.450”. I used this 335gr HP flat based 
bullet and the same charge of 100gr. 2FFg powder to put snake-eyes 
down range on the very first two shots 50 yards. I was tickled to say 
the least! Rest assured, this gun and the others have ventured out into 
the woods for some whitetail hunting – with success. I’m not crazy to 
take one out in foul weather, but if it’s nice there is nothing like being 
in the woods with one of these treasures in your hand. 

Too bad the rifle and case have been separated at some point as I would 
have loved to see what they put inside the case. I can’t say enough about 
this rifle's quality, except that it’s the best of the best. There is one thing 
that Rigby did on his best-quality rifle that I don’t understand, the non-
use of platinum on his vent holes. Rigby used slotted screws on this 
gun as well as his target rifles; I can only assume it was the cost of the 
precious metal – Platinum – that kept him from using it, although a lot 
of other makers did use platinum.      

3 deuce muz c: Head on shot of the 
most some of the most interesting 
and beautiful rifles ever built – 
Whitworth is so distinguishable!

3 deuce muz b: No ramrod 
for the center rifle.  The 
front sight for the center rifle 
might be a replacement, but it’s 
certainly dovetail across for such 
style sight.  Also, one can’t help 
notice the different muzzle crowns 
the makers used.
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3 deuce muz: The Alexander Henry is 
the only one of the 3 with Damascus 
barrels.  Again, note the muzzle crowns as 
only Rigby chose not to have a deep recess 
counter bore.

 The last one of these 52-bore 3-deuces is a Whitworth, serial #D612 
(date 1862); if the other two percussion-bullet guns weren’t rare and 
“best” enough, this one with its uniqueness takes the cake. First of 
all the gun seems much heavier than the other two as it weights 10.4 
pounds. The sights are ungodly graduated from 100-500 yards with five 
independent leafs and the barrels are homogeneously made from a solid 
piece! That’s right; Whitworth machined both barrels from a solid piece 
of steel, not impossible to do, but how to do it so well you don’t have to 
regulate them – or did they? The barrels are short in comparison to the 
other two and measure 26” long. Did I mention there is no rib, top or 
bottom? Just a short section from the breech to the rear sights and the 
rest of the barrels are filed to look like two distinct tubes and they do, 
nothing underneath. The only marking on the top of the barrels occur 
on the short rib; "Whitworth Manchester" circumventing the crest. 
Oops, one more notable, there is no ramrod provision! The horn forend 
tip is like the Whitworth target rifles and shall I say the gun is stocked 
like a target rifle, straight as an arrow; 14.25” LOP, 1.25” at the comb, 
1.625” at the heal. Way too straight for me as it hurts my cheek bone, 
but I sure do like shooting it with its corkscrew rifling and all! Why no 
ramrod provision? I guess only Whitworth and the original owner know 
as he was probably well off and had someone load it for him, reminds 
me of a percussion live bird gun. The Whitworth fluid steel barrels have 
a twist of 1:20” as are all other 0.451” Whitworth rifles I’ve seen. There 
is no engraving on the rifle, again like ALMOST all other Whitworths 
I’ve seen. Since the gun is so good looking and pleasing to the eye, who 
needs engraving. This is not to take anything away from the other two 
rifles as their workmanship is just as impeccable. 

 Now for the much anticipated shooting test. We had multiple cast and 
swaged bullets that ranged in weight from 550gr to 400gr and powder 
to match. What little is known or documented about these rifles is that 
Whitworth used a 480gr PP hex bullet and 100-120gr 2FFg powder; 
so that’s where we started, swaged hex bullets and all. Yes, Bill Roberts 
made a few Hex swages before he passed away and they 
are the best looking Hex bullets you’ll ever see. 
They come out at 0.442” across the flats 
to be patched to 0.450”. So, on we 
went to load with 100gr of 2FFG 

powder and a pair of 480gr PP Hex swaged bullets, BOOM x2; six 
inches low at 50 yards and crossed about 8”. Ouch. We knew the only 
flaw to this rifle was that the front sight was suspect as not original, but 
that has nothing to do with bullets crossing. After inspecting the rifle 
between shots for any possible problems the gun (bore) was cleaned with 
a hex jag and ready to go again, so we up the powder charge to 120gr 
and almost the exact same results. We tried hex bullets, conical bullets, 
lighter charges and just about every combination you can imagine and 
nothing worked at 50 yards. Everything was crossed, low and ugly! I 
finally told my good friend to “shoot some of my bullets in that thing” 
as he didn’t think light bullets would work so he didn’t make any up. 
My 335gr. PP bullets in front of 100gr. 2FFg zipped out of that rifle like 
they were made for it. Again, snake-eyes at 50 yards, only to realize each 
had crossed only about one inch and can you believe that the target had 
HEXAGONAL holes! 120grs didn’t cure that, but at least we were a lot 
closer together and higher, right where you want them to impact. We 
moved to 100 yards and proved the light express bullets were hanging 
around the same sight picture, but still crossing, just a little. The 480gr 
were retested and found to be a foot low and 18” apart crossed at 100 
yards is the best we could do, so we felt (at least this gun) it was never 
made for such a heavy bullet. We did go out on another trip with some 
300gr bullets, but have yet to completely solve the crossing issue, maybe 
1” crossing at 50 yards isn’t worth worrying about, but I want to get that 
solved and test some more as it has to work, it’s a Whitworth! 

The only rifle match this Whitworth ventured into was a ML percussion 
double match of about a dozen shooters and my friend took first place 
and beat me and my AH with his corkscrew gun by one shot! Darn 
him, he was shooting my bullets too! To beat all, we went to Friendship 
and he put his 500-yard sight on and got in the prone position on cross 
sticks and hit the 18” square-steel target at 500 yards with both barrels, 
multiple times! Did I say that this gun was ungodly? 
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 Alan Garbers 

chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers
Chronicling America -- Search America’s historic newspaper 
pages from 1789-1925 or use the U.S. Newspaper Directory to 
find information about American newspapers published between 
1690-present. Develop your persona by learning what was 
important to people and what their opinions were at the time.
 
bigskywords.com/montana-blog/10-great-mountain-men-
fur-trapping-books
10 Great Mountain Men Fur Trapping Books – There have been 
many books published over the past 200 years pertaining to the 
western fur trade, some good, some not so good. This site lists ten 
good books, and has a link to ten more.
 
hughglass.org
The Real Story of Hugh Glass – Well before and even after the most 
recent movie, there has been a great deal of information written 
about Hugh Glass. Scott Walker works hard to separate the fact 
from the fiction. I think everyone will enjoy reading this website.
 
oldspanishtrail.org
The Old Spanish Trail – As amazing as it may sound, the Old 
Spanish Trail was a trade route that linked early California to New 
Mexico though some of the worst terrain in North America. Yet 
countless horses and mules were herded from California to Santa 
Fe, then on to Missouri in the early 1800s as well as trade goods 
back to California. Check out the history of the trail and efforts to 
preserve what’s left.
 
fortuncompahgre.org
Fort Uncompahgre – “on the Old Spanish Trail (a replica of the 
original Fort) everything is authentic from the dirt floors to the piles 
of furs and animals hides displayed here. You feel like you stepped 
back in time standing in the same space where tribes and trappers 
exchanged furs for guns, knives, beads, and other prizes of the 
sprawling frontier. Your history lesson begins when you get out of 
your car.” Located near Delta, Colorado.
 

VTIGunParts.com
VTI Gun Parts -- “is the largest supplier of Uberti spare parts and 
accessories in the United States. We sell factory production spare 
parts and accessories for antique reproduction firearms by Pietta 
and Pedersoli also. We have some discontinued parts for other 
manufacturers such as IAB, Armi Sport and Armi San Marco, but 
supplies are limited.”
 
minicannontech.com
Mini Cannon Tech – “MCT’s black powder miniature cannons 
are the real deal. Our mini cannons are built to fire with real gun 
powder and cannon balls. These mini cannons, though small, are 
extremely powerful! Every mini cannon is hand built and hand 
finished, making our models the highest-quality and most authentic 
mini cannons available. In fact, we are the premier manufacturer of 
model artillery in the United States.”
 
Forgottenweapons.com
Forgotten Weapons – This site covers interesting but often forgotten 
weapons including various designs of now-popular weapons. Videos 
and photos support the text. Many seen here were lost in time or 
prototypes never produced on a large scale. Site covers weapons 
from wheellock to present.
 
blackhillsthehike.com/thoen-stone
The Thoen Stone – In the late 1800s, an inscribed stone was found 
in the Black Hills of South Dakota. On it were the names of would-
be miners from the early 1830s that lost their lives, having found 
more gold than they could carry. This was fully forty years before 
Custer made his expedition that rediscovered gold there in 1874. 
The full story is still a mystery.
 
creeculturalinstitute.ca
Cree Culture Institute – The Cree once spanned the northern plains 
and often traded buffalo robes and beaver at Fort Union as well as 
other trading posts of the era. If you visit this online exhibit, you 
can see many artifacts that will entrance you, as well as give you 
ideas for a proper outfit of the era. 

Have something to share? If you find an interesting website related to muzzleloading or muzzleloading 
accoutrements, send me a message at alanjamesgarbers@yahoo.com and I’ll check it out.

BY TOM SCHIFFER

Or: Don’t let the shooting get in the way of the 
fun!
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Order Now - Price $69.95
  

plus shipping & handling

Call 812.667.5131 Ext. 232
or email Lindsey Nelson - lnelson@nmlra.org

For International Orders Please Contact The Office.

By Tom Schiffer



As I write this month’s article I marvel that two months 
have gone by since my wife, grandkids, and I hit the road 
for Friendship. It was a wonderful week. I only got to shoot 
a couple of shots since my grandkids kept me busy with 
their shooting. It was a joy in being a part of their shooting 
experiences. They had a super good time (I guess these days 
they call everything “AWESOME”). As junior and sub-junior 
shooters they brought home enough medals to wallpaper their 
rooms. An exaggeration of course, but I’m so proud of them. 
My granddaughter enjoyed the company and tutelage of three 
very special people who she mentored under and bonded 
with as family. One of which professes to be her 82 year-old 
boyfriend. In case you haven’t noticed, I’m so proud that my 
grandkids, ages 11 and 15, enjoy participating in a sport that I 
so deeply cherish.

Thank you for letting me rant about my pride in my 
grandkids. As I was writing the above, I had a thought. As 
noted earlier in the charter club survey, everyone was interested 
in encouraging our youth to participate and carry on our 
shooting tradition. Why do we put so much emphasis on youth 
involvement? I’m sure we feel the future lies in our youth, as 
they will be shooting and carrying on the tradition long after 
we are gone. Could it be a selfish feeling that we want our 
kids to follow in our footprints similar to keeping the family 
business going? In my own soul searching I find the above 
and more, to be the case. As a kid, my father worked hard, 
yet finding us with a roof over our head, food on the table, 
and not a whole lot of more than that. Buying .22 shells just 
didn’t make the budget. One of my fondest memories of Boy 

Scouting was at summer camp we were given a box of .22 shells 
to shoot on the range. I still remember the elation, as we could 
never afford anything like this. That elation is the reward that I 
feel when I get involved with youth shooting events. I hope that 
this transfer of joy is why we encourage our youth shooting.

I’d like to move on and let everyone in on a project I’d 
like to get going for next summer. Awhile back, working the 
shooting range at Boy Scout Camp, a national organization 
sponsored a program to expose kids to shooting. We were to 
give them a short orientation on the mechanics of shooting and 
of course firearm safety. Then we put up targets and they shot 
(off the bench) the targets. This was their hands-on training as 
well as exposure to safe shooting. The targets they shot at were 
rather large and distances short. The object is to shoot and hit 
the paper. 

Any hit on paper works. For all this, each kid got a patch. 
All the kids were able to shoot, those who have never shot 
as well as those who have some shooting experience. This 
endeavor was not a competition, but just a fun learning time. 
I would like to create a “Youth Shoot Month" in which the 
NMLRA and its charter clubs implement a similar program. 
Here’s where I ask for a favor. I don’t know anyone of influence 
with any organizations that we could partner with to help this 
program reach as many as possible. So, if anyone out there has 
any ins with such an organization, get up with me, and we can 
get together to create a program for our charter clubs, to help 
carry on this fine tradition and sport. For this I thank you. 

CHARTER 
CLUB CHATTER

By Doug Zaffino
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PRESS RELEASE

Longhunter Big Game Records Book Vol. VII
National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association,

Friendship, Indiana
The National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association 
(NMLRA) and the Longhunter Society proudly announce 
the publication of the new, seventh edition of the 
Muzzleloading Big Game Record Book. It is updated 
with the world records registered since the previous 
edition, and the stories of the hunts written by the 
successful muzzleloading hunters. The book presents a 
dozen categories of North American big game taken with 
muzzleloading rifles in accordance with fair chase rules. 
It is far more than a fireside reader, for it can also be used 
as a planner for record-book hunts: every listing specifies 
the location and the firearm used. Also included are score 

sheets, measuring instructions, geographic definitions, and 
photographs of the animals and the hunters. This new 
edition includes a total of 883 new trophy animals and 9 
new world records.

The books are ready for pre-sale. To order, send a check for 
$45 per book plus $9.50 shipping and handling for orders 
within the US payable to The Longhunter Society to this 
address: National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association, PO 
Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021; or for credit card orders, 
call 812-667-5131 ext. 221 or 232. The book can also be 
ordered online at www.nmlra.org. 

Available in December!

November 2017   39



100+ FULL COLOR PAGES! 
Traditional muzzleloading guns, American history, 

how-to, hunting, artisan profiles, product and  
book reviews... & more!

PUBLISHED SINCE 1974 - 6 times a year
Traditional muzzleloading at its best. 

No in-lines, no sabots. 
Just good, old-fashioned fun with real muzzleloaders.

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
One Year ~ $32 • Two Years ~ $57
Canada: One year ~ $42• Two years ~ $74

International: One year ~ $57 • Two years ~ $114

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Phone: 615-230-9853
Online: www.muzzleloadermag.com

MUZZLELOADER
Subscription Services

PO Box 385
Congers NY 10920-0385

HELP
WANTED:

NMLRA
Western
National

Shoot
Phoenix, Arizona

FEBRUARY 27- 
MARCH 5, 2018
Range Officers
needed for the 
Bench Range 

All Days

Work a half day, or 
all day if you wish.

Contact William Thornell
480-316-5979 or

redmrmom@gmail.com
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You’re always informed
when you read

KEEP INFORMED
• TheGunMag is a unique monthly print 
magazine for gunowners who are serious 
about their gun rights as well as their 
shooting, and a reliable gun information 
website: www.thegunmag.com.

• Authoritative briefings on state, federal 
and international legislation and litiga-
tion are updated constantly.

• Plus industry news reports, new product 
test reports and shooting sports news in 
every issue.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
Second Amendment Foundation
PO Box 35, Buffalo, NY 14205
Phone: 716-885-6408
Online: thegunmag.com 

TRY US FREE 
ON OUR WEBSITE

Visit 24/7 at
THEGUNMAG.COM

$3.95 on newsstands
Subscribe and SAVE

almost 50%
$25 a year (12 issues)

$45 for 2 years (24 issues)

Caywood Gunmakers
David Crockett Rifle (brochure $8)

English Fowler, Officer’s Fusil, Game Gun,
French “C” & “D”, Wilson Chief’s gun,
Northwest Trade gun, Southern Rifle,

Full brochure, $3.
18 King’s Hill Estates, Berryville, AR 72616
www.caywoodguns.com, 870-423-4741

Call 
(812) 667-5131

to advertise 
in our  

classified ads section

7

@NMLRABP 
Follow Us on Twitter

The official 
Twitter of the 
NMLRA
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There are many dealers out there who sell ready-made caps, but 
anyone who shapes one rifle to fit a muzzle cap must be a little touched 
in the head .1 Peter A. Alexander

Of all the hardware used in the stocking of a muzzleloading rifle or 
pistol, the muzzle cap (or fore end cap on a halfstock) encompasses the 
widest range of materials and methods of manufacture. Most of the 
17th-Century wheel-lock rifles were capped with carved or scrimshawed 
bone, ivory, or stag.3  The Germanic Jäger rifles of the 18th-Century 
were often capped with horn, exotic woods or with highly decorative 
castings (Fig.1) of brass or gilded iron.4 The 18th-19th century 

American fullstock longrifle was generally capped with soldered 
two-piece or swaged one-piece sheet brass2 except in the Southern 
Appalachians where rifles were capped with hand-forged iron grooved 
for the ramrod or sometimes with bone (Fig. 2). 

I remember seeing only two old original American halfstock rifles 
without a fore end cap (perhaps readers can help me out on that one). 

Most of the old halfstock rifles that I have seen were capped either 
with the common two-piece sheet metal cap a la’ the Hawken 

(Fig. 3) or caps cast of pewter, tin or other low temperature-

By Fred Stutzenberger

(Fig. 1) Jäger 
muzzle caps were 
often lavish to the point of being 
garish (Image from reference 4)

(Fig. 2) Muzzle caps on southern mountain rifles were often made of natural 
materials (antler & bone) available from backwoods sources.

(Fig. 3) American halfstock rifles often had soldered two-piece sheet 
metal caps like those of the St. Louis Hawken rifles.

(Fig. 5) British makers of “London Best Guns” almost 
invariably used horn to cap their halfstocks.

(Fig. 4) Low-temp metals such as tin (232°F) allowed casting 
of caps to any shape the mortise allows.
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melting (250-300oF) metal such as CerroSafe (see suppliers’ list). 
The ability to cast low-temp metals into any conceivable cutout area 
generates some flamboyant designs (Fig. 4). British gunmakers of the 
late-muzzleloading era were much more conservative in the capping of 
their fore stocks, using horn with a distinctly shaped schnabel (Fig. 5). 

From the strictly utilitarian point of view, the purpose of the muzzle 
cap is to protect the vulnerable tip of the stock and prevent it from 
splitting. The simplest restraint to that purpose is a plain metal band 
(Fig. 6) wrapped around the fore stock an inch or two back from the 
tip. Cheap-but-sturdy trade guns were turned out by the thousands and 

peddled to the First Americans by the Hudson’s Bay and Northwest 
companies during the fur trade era. 5 

Most of the muzzle caps on American longrifles were made of sheet 
metal (examples in Fig. 7). Making such muzzle caps is fun and 
rewarding if you are creative and experienced with working metals. 
If you are not, it is best to buy a commercially made cap if you can 
find a source for one that closely fits your barrel. Commercial caps are 

available in 1/16” increments from ¾ to 1- 1/8. If you find a cast 
brass cap that is very slightly larger than the muzzle, Keith Lisle 
(custommuzzleloaders.com) suggests carefully squeezing them a bit in a 
vise, then filing & shaping to fit a muzzle that is slightly smaller than the 
casting. Also, the cast caps are usually quite thick, thus you can square 
them off & make them appear as a hand-made cap, rather than the 
rounded generic cap as it was cast. 

In Part I of this series, the procedure for installing a commercial cap will 
be described. In Part II, with insight from Keith, we are going to show 
you how to make several styles of metal caps using different methods. 
Part III will describe the making of caps from horn and exotic wood.

Before you decide, be sure that a muzzle cap is appropriate to your style 
and period of rifle or pistol. Some of the most elegant pistols I’ve seen 
(the best British, French and Flemish pistols come to mind) made their 
striking appearance sans muzzle caps. So if you have a commercial cap 
that is appropriate for your rifle or pistol, let’s get started.

It is easier to get your commercial cap fitting closely to your barrel by 
taking the barrel out of the stock. With a barrel/cap combination of 
standard dimensions, fitting the cap to barrel is pretty easy. Usually 
they go together nicely with little filing. The fitting of the cap to the 

stocked barrel is a different matter.

1. Remove enough wood from the tip of the fore end to allow for the 
installation of the cap with about a 1/16-1/8” of the barrel protruding 
out beyond that. With the barrel clamped tightly in the channel, slide 
the cap onto the muzzle in reverse and press it up under the barrel for a 
tight fit. Pencil a line around the circumference of the cap onto the fore 
end. That will be the dimension of the cap when installed. Hopefully 

(Fig. 6) A brass band, secured by a single screw, was cheaper than a 
muzzle cap to install on trade guns.

(Fig. 7) Muzzle caps from the left: commercial two-piece cap, homemade oval one-piece, rough-swaged unfinished custom angular one-piece 
and a commercial grooved two-piece. Notice how thick and bulky the commercial grooved cap appears compared to the others. It would be more 
appropriate to a halfstock fore end.
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you have left enough wood on the stock to accommodate that.

2. Measure the inside length of the cap. It is easy to do that with an 
adjustable square. Add 1/8” to that measurement to allow for the thickness 
of the end cap and to allow a bit of barrel to protrude beyond the cap. 
Lock the square and set the base against the muzzle. Draw lines on the side 
of the fore stock to determine how far back the wood needs to be removed 
from along the fore end (Fig. 8). Using a thin-bladed saw (a 24-tooth 
hacksaw blade works well), carefully make a series of shallow cuts around 

the fore end. Be careful not to saw into the barrel channel . . . that would 
seriously weaken the fore end. Those cuts will determine where the back 
edge of your cap will mate to the wood. 

3. Using the cap outline and length as reference lines, remove the wood 
between. That will be the first stage of wood removal. 

4. The first stage of wood removal has left the outside dimensions of the 
cap when installed. Now measure down from the flats of the end plate 
to the curvature of the inner surface of the cap to determine the shape of 
the wood that will be left when the cap is installed. In this second stage 
of wood removal, mark lines the same depth down from the bottoms of 
the barrel channel flats (a dial caliper is a good measuring tool for this). 
That will give you references as to where to draw the outline of the end 
plate where it fits under the barrel (Fig.9). Alternatively, you can make 
a template of the end cap and use it to make the outline for stage two. In 
either case, make sure that the flats of the end plate and the flats of the 
barrel channel line up closely. 

5. Carefully remove the wood back to the saw cuts described in Step 2 
(the wood will be getting pretty thin). At this stage, the muzzle cap should 
start to slide onto the wood. Coat the inside of the cap with inletting dye, 
grease, lipstick or other visible indicator. Slide the cap on until resistance is 
felt, remove and carefully file off any marks from the wood. Repeat fit and 
file until the cap slides on back to the shoulder and does not rock from 
side to side. 

6. Coat the rear edge of the cap with inletting dye. With the barrel and cap 
in place, give a gently tap on the front end of the cap and remove it. Shave 
off any black marks on the shoulder, removing little slivers of wood until 
you get a close fit all the way around (Fig. 10). 

7. Even if you have doing a good job of fitting, the wood encompassed by 
the cap is thin and fragile. It needs to be reinforced. The old timers used 
hide glue. Epoxy barrel bedding compound is much better (see suppliers). 
Coat the inside of the cap and the barrel with release agent if you want 
to be able to remove it later. If you want to do a permanent installation, 
Keith suggests that the inletting black, lipstick etc. should be removed with 
Acetone or Brake Drum Cleaner on a rag, wiping the surface clean prior 

(Fig. 8) With the base of the square held flat against the muzzle, a line can be 
drawn around the fore end to show where to make the series of cuts to form a 
shoulder against which to fit the cap.

(Fig. 9) The wood has been removed to the outer dimensions of the installed cap. 
The inside dimensions of the cap have been drawn on the end surface. This will 
show you the final dimensions of the wood inside the cap after installation.

(Fig. 10) The rear edge of the cap should leave a continuous line of 
inletting black on the shoulder of the fore stock.
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Back in the 1, I burned most of a weekend lapping 
the bore. A lead lap was cast around a #14 wood 
screw (Fig. 7) tha 

Muzzle Loading Rifle Assn. 

to applying the AcraGlasTM or other epoxy bedding. If you have access 
to a bead-blasting cabinet, give the inside of the cap a light treatment; a 
light sanding with 220 grit sandpaper will also improve bonding. Coat 
the barrel with release agent or paste wax. You don’t want the barrel to 
be permanently fixed to the cap. Fill the cap with an excess of bedding 
compound to prevent voids. Slide the cap onto the wood, clamp the barrel 
into place for proper alignment and give a few gentle taps on the end 
plate to make sure it is seated against the shoulder. The compound should 
squeeze out all around. Keith pulls the cap back firmly to the shoulder and 
up against the barrel using a combination of rubber bands and A-frame 
clamps (Fig.11).

8. After the compound has set up, turn the assembly upside down with the 
corner of the butt plate on a solid surface. Tap the butt against the surface 
and the barrel will lever itself out of its channel. 

9. Anchor the cap into place using a small flat head machine screw; a 
2-56 or 3-48 works fine (Fig. 12a, 12b). I have made soft copper rivets 
from 2-gauge electrical wire. They work fine, but it is awkward holding 
the stock in place (sans barrel) when riveting. The underside of the 

barrel can serve as the “anvil” when peening the rivet on the 
cap outside. When you peen the rivet on the inside of the cap, 
make sure you have a firm support under the rivet on the 
outside. Keith Lisle is better in this than I am; he will describe 
his procedure in detail in Part II of this series

10. Finally, level the ramrod groove to eliminate any “step” 
between the bottom of the groove and the underside of 
the cap. When replacing the ramrod, you want a flawless 
smooth entry ramp into the thimbles.

Installing a commercial cap takes time and patience even 
if you have the proper cap-to-barrel fit. But what if your 

muzzle dimensions fall between increments of commercially available caps 
(as swamped or tapered custom barrels tend to do)? One size is too small, 
the next size up is too big, so you are left to make your own. Part II will 
describe making a cap that is custom fit to your barrel. 

Acknowledgment

Thanks to Keith Lisle (Custommuzzleloaders.com) for his helpful suggestions and to 
John Cummings for his impeccable editing. 

Suppliers

Brownell’s Inc., 800-741-0015, Brownells.com, for Hi-Force 44 low-temp 
silver solder, AcraGlasTM epoxy bedding and a wide range of gunsmithing 
materials.

Track of the Wolf (trackofthewolf.com/List/Item.aspx/800/1) for a wide range 
of sheet metal and cast muzzle caps

References

1. Alexander, Peter A. The Gunsmith of Grenville County. Scurlock Publishing 
Co., Texarkana, TX, 2002.

2. Buchele, William, George Schumway and Peter Alexander. Recreating the 
American Longrifle. G. Schumway, Publisher, York, PA 1999.

3. Gusler, W.B. and J.D. Lavin. Decorated Firearms 1540-1870. The Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation, Williamsburg, VA, 1977.

4. Wolf, Erhard. Steinschloss-Jägerbüchsen. DWJ Verlag CmbH Publishers, 
Blaufelden, Germany, 2006.

5. Hanson III, Charles E. Trade Gun Sketch Book. Track of the Wolf, Osseo, 
MN, 1978.  

(Fig. 11) Keith uses a combination of 
clamps and rubber bands to draw the cap 

back against the stock and up against the 
bottom of the barrel.

(Fig. 12a & 12b) The cap can be secured using a rivet or screw. I prefer a small screw such as a brass flathead #3-48 that is countersunk into the bottom 
flat of the barrel channel (a) and threaded through the metal to the outside (b). As they used to say in hotrod customizing, “A sanitary installation inside 
and out.”
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Please Type or Print Clearly
Name __________________________________________________ Member No. _________________ Exp. ___________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________ State _______________________ Zip ____________
Phone (Day) ____________________________________________ (Evening) ___________________________________  

Pre-registration deadline is February 1, 2018. Sorry, pre-registration fees cannot be refunded or transferred.
Mail to: NMLRA, P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021

For more information, visit our website: www.nmlra.org or call 812-667-5131

Please indicate what disciplines you  
shoot. Check all that apply.
❒ Rifle  ❒ Pistol  
❒ Shotgun  ❒ Primitive 
❒ BP Cartridge

❒ Adult Pre-registration $50.00    ❒ Junior Registration $10.00

❒ Yes, I would like to sponsor a match for an additional $25.00
❒ Yes, I would like to sponsor an aggregate for an additional $50.00

BE SURE TO INCLUDE PAYMENT by check, money order, or charge card.

Please charge my ❒ VISA  ❒ MasterCard   ❒ Discover 
Card Number __________________________________ Exp. date ________3 digit V-Code _______
Signature _________________________________________________________________________

2018 Western National Shoot-Shooter Pre-registration Form

Total
$_______

Pre-order Rifle Match and Rifle Aggregate Targets, too!
Refer to it to pick your matches and aggregates.

BE SURE TO INCLUDE MATCH NUMBER OR AGGREGATE LETTER when ordering targets.
Payment for targets will be collected at the Target Desk.

National Shoot Match Guide will be available in February.

Ben Avery Shooting Facility
25 miles North of Phoenix, Arizona, on I-17

Camping information: (623) 582-8313 •  Restrooms – Showers – Water 

February 27 — March 5, 2018

National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association

Western 
National Shoot

WNS Coordinator - William Loughrige  
(480) 557-0301 • bill@westernnationalshoot.org 

Traders Row Coordinator  – Dana Dore • 602-791-5236 • djdore@jps.net
For more information contact the NMLRA at (812)667-5131 • www.nmlra.org
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Muzzleloading Guns, Kits, Components and Accessories 
for the Builder, Hunter, Shooter, Reenactor and Collector.

Featuring
• Long Guns – Pedersoli, Lyman, Traditions, etc.
• Pistols & Revolvers – Pedersoli, Uberti, Pietta
• Long Gun & Pistol Kits
• Locks – Jim Chambers, L & R, Pedersoli, etc.
• Barrels – Green Mountain
• Triggers – Jim Chambers, L & R, Northstar, etc.
• Patchboxes, Inlays, Trigger Guards, Butt Plates
• Shooting Supplies & Accessories
• Tomahawks, Knives, Ironwork
• Leather Goods
• Books, Patterns, Videos

To Order: Send Check, Money Order, Credit Card Number and Exp. Date to:
Jedediah Starr Trading Co. – P.O. Box 2007, Farmington Hills, MI 48333

www.jedediah-starr.com
Telephone: (877) 857-8277

350-page Traditional Muzzleloading Catalog 
available for only $5.00 (catalog price refunded 
with first order)
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nmlra/wku gunsmithing seminar
Wednesday, May 30 through Friday, June 8, 2018 at Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green, Kentucky

6 day classes

18th Century Quill Work – Lally House
An Introductory class on quill work with an emphasis on period 
colorants for quills, stitching techniques and assembly of a finished 
neck pouch. 

Evolution of the American longrifle – Mark Silver
Drawing and design applications appropriate for overall stock 
architecture, engraving and carving. Power point presentations will 
be presented along with in class sketching.

Wire and Sheet Inlay and Mount Making – Mark Silver
Students will learn the art of wire and sheet inlay applications for 
both wood and metal along with techniques for making pipes, 
patchboxes and modifying guards and other related mounts. 

Assembly and Finishing of a  
1760’s/70’s Colonial Kit Rifle – Jim Kibler
Students will assemble and finish a period brass mounted rifle 
kit designed by Jim. The kit includes all mounts and all related 
hardware. Students will be able to specify a caliber and grade of 
wood for their project. 

Intermediate Quill Work – Lally House
A class designed to enhance quill working abilities who have had 
prior experience at WKU or another related seminar class. Moose 
hair embroidery and other techniques will be covered along with 
the dying of quills. Students have the opportunity to select a final 
piece based on their skill level and interest. 

Powder Horn Construction, Engraving,  
Decoration, and Finishing – Art DeCamp
Instruction and demonstrations will enable students to shape a 
horn, practice scraping for an authentic surface finish, and they will  
engrave and apply a polychrome colorant using traditional horn 
work methods. 

37th ANNUAL37th ANNUAL

Seminar Dates: Classes begin at 1:00 pm CST on Wednesday, May 30th and end on Friday, June 8th at 1:00 pm CST.

3 Day Classes run Wednesday, May 30 through Saturday, June 2 at 1:00 p.m.
6 Day Classes run Sunday, June 3 through Friday, June 8 at 1:00 p.m.

9 Day Classes run Wednesday, May 30 through Friday June 8 at 1:00 p.m.

3 day classes

Visit the Official Web Site at www.nmlragunsmithingseminar.org for pictures and additional information

• $360 for members — $410 for non-members

• $720 for members — $770 for non-members
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nmlra/wku gunsmithing seminar
Wednesday, May 30 through Friday, June 8, 2018 at Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green, Kentucky

9 day classes
Making Period Tools for the Gun Maker  
– George Suiter
Common tools made by the student include: a scratch stock for 
shaping the fore stock moldings, wire inlay tools, barrel key inletting 
tool, ramrod pipe mandrels, proportional dividers, square reamers, 
counter bores, patch box bending jig, and others. 

Stocking a Germanic Jaeger Rifle – Ron Scott
Students will make a brass mounted rifle in the style of Johann 
Andreas HerrMan Biesenthal of Brandenburg, Germany. Specific 
features of the rifle include a blade front sight, horn muzzle cap, 
notched rear sight with ornate finial, double set triggers and various 
hunting-themed engraved scenes and a wood patch box. The 
original will be available for student examination. 

Beginning Carving and Engraving – Wallace Gusler
New for 2018! Students will learn basic layout procedures for both 
carving and engraving applications. Demonstrations will follow on 
appropriate sharpening techniques for both gravers and chisels. 
Student will prepare practice pieces for future reference as they use 
their knowledge and skills to engrave and carve on their own rifle or 
pistol. 

Woodbury School of Gunmaking and 
Forging of Related Accoutrements  
– Hershel, Frank and John House
The class will be taught in Woodbury Kentucky at the home of 
Hershel House located 20 miles from WKU. Participants will engage 
in projects of their own choosing which ranges from knife making to 
forging iron rifle mounts and related lock parts or a completed rifle. 

Stocking the Pennsylvania Longrifle – Jack Brooks
Students will learn historically correct stock architecture for a 
regional style such as Christian’s Spring, Allentown, Bucks County, 
Reading, Lancaster, York and others with which Jack is familiar. 
Students are welcome to continue with a rifle in progress.

Advanced 18th Century Porcupine Quill Work  
– Lally House
The class is designed to enhance the quill working abilities of the 
participant. Attention will focus on advanced period designs 
developed by the participants along with specialized techniques 
associated with moose hair embroidery and other related 
techniques. Students will leave with a finished product and/or work 
in progress with sufficient materials to finish their project at home. 

Picnics: Saturday at 5:00 pm CST at the Leeper farm, and  
Wednesday, June 6 at 5:00 pm CST at the home of Hershel House

Cost of all classes is $120 per day
Early registration – contact Brenda Hooton at the NMLRA at 812-667-5131 ext. 223

Visit the Official Web Site at www.nmlragunsmithingseminar.org for pictures and additional information

registration deadline is february 2, 2018

Reservations are made on a first come first served basis. All participants 
will need to contact Brenda Hooton at the National Muzzle Loading Rifle 
Association to make a minimum down payment. Balance of registration is 
due by February 2, 2018. Full payment will be refunded if the session(s) you 

have requested are not taught, or have already been filled. If you choose to 
withdraw after February 2, 2018, your registration fees will not be refunded. 
If you withdraw before or on February 2, 2018, you will be refunded the 
amount paid minus the $200.00 deposit and $50.00 Non-Member fee.

• $1,080 for members — $1,130 for non-members
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Al Raychard

FIRST SNOW
Let it be known up front, the cold months and especially 
winter is not my favorite of seasons. To be quite honest I 
dislike just about everything about it, even though I was 
born and raised and still live in snow country.

But let it also be known, in my humble opinion at least, 
there is one good thing that comes with the changing 
and deepening of the fall season: snow; but only if it falls 
during deer season. If the first covering of white stuff 
doesn’t fall during the open season, I could care less if 
any falls all winter. Fortunately, I live in a state where the 
first snow typically comes anywhere from late October to 
Thanksgiving, depending upon the season. Looking back 
as far as my aging memory goes, I cannot recall a hunting 
season when we didn’t have snow on the ground during at 
least part of the hunting season, and sometimes throughout, 
although whether due to climate change or the natural cycle 
of things, snow on the ground from start to finish in recent 
years has been increasingly rare.

Whatever the case, the first snow is a much anticipated event 
in my neck of the woods, and I would imagine wherever it 
falls, because it brings with it a refreshed sense of enthusiasm 
among those yet to fill tags and provides advantages in 
the deer woods that otherwise would not be available. 
When it comes to hunting whitetails, most of us need all 
the advantages we can get whether hunting in familiar or 
unfamiliar territory.

DETECTING FRESH SIGN
Not all hunters are the greatest detectors of deer sign, and 
certain types of hard ground and fallen leaves in the fall 
make finding fresh tracks a challenge even for the best. In 
some states I have hunted that have high deer concentrations 
or large open areas such as pastures and agricultural land 
surrounded by adequate cover, locating primary runs, travel 
corridors, bedding and forage areas can be relatively easy. 
Deer are concentrated in those cover areas much of the day 
and unless pushed to change due to hunting pressure, deer 
pretty much stick to the same routine, using certain runs 
daily that are often worn down to open ground, the same 
familiar and secure bedding areas and reliable food sources. 

Many of us live in forested areas where cover is abundant 
and not all of us, this hunter included, happen to reside 
in such deer-rich territory so fresh sign is harder to find. 
This is one area where a fresh covering of snow comes in 
handy. Tracks, droppings and scrapes made and refreshed by 
rutting bucks stick out like a sore thumb in a few inches of 
snow. Primary runs to and from feedings areas and trails the 
hunter didn’t know existed along with hidden depressions in 
thickets where deer have bedded are all easier to find. Just as 
important tracks are easier to interpret allowing the hunter 
to get a snapshot of activity in the area and where to hunt. 
On several occasions after a first snow I bumped into a set 
of tracks, followed them and they led me to an active scrape 
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I didn’t know was there. The tracks also indicated the scrape 
had recently been visited. 

Which brings up another advantage: A fresh covering of 
snow can also suggest where and when to hunt. If it snowed 
during the night and fresh tracks are found at sunrise, 
indications are the deer moved at night or during the pre-
dawn hours or just before the hunter got there, depending 
upon the freshness of the tracks. It’s something to put in the 
memory banks for the next day’s hunt because chances are 
deer will be moving in that area at roughly the same time. 
On more than one occasion I have worked a certain area, 
found no fresh tracks on the way in but retracing my steps 
found tracks next to or actually in mine suggesting deer are 
on the move at that hour. And, like it was when I found that 

refreshed scrape, fresh pawing in feeding areas suggest when 
deer are apt to hit the area again.

INCREASED VISIBILITY
Whether hunting from an elevated stand, ground blind, 
stalking, or sitting on a stump, the brownish coloring of 
deer moving through the woods has a much higher contrast 
and are easier to spot against a blanket of fresh snow. It is 
perhaps the biggest advantage snow on the ground provides 
hunters. I can’t count the times over the years I have been 
sitting after the first snow and spotted brown movement 
across a field or sneaking through the thickets that would 
have been missed had the landscape been bare.

Following the first snow, deer will often move to open fields and agricultural areas to find forage.
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Hunters have better visibility and deer are easier to spot with snow on the ground.

There is another benefit here, too. Sound seems to travel 
better and at greater distances when the landscape is bare of 
foliage, the air is cold and snow covers the ground, especially 
if the snow covering is a bit crusty. Here again, in such 
conditions I have actually heard several deer moving nearby 
my stand before I actually set eyes on them. 

Of course, the increased visibility and sound increase goes 
both ways. What you see and hear, deer can see and hear 
several fold, so entering hunting areas with as much stealth 
as possible and choice of ambush points should be selected 
carefully. But overall, the advantages far outweigh the 
disadvantages. 

FOLLOW UP
Ethical hunters prefer to take one shot making that shot 
count, ideally dropping game on the spot. Proper shot 
placement is essential, but even then popular shots to 

the lungs and heart area rarely drop 
whitetails on the spot. Although a small 
target area, muzzleloader shots to the 
neck may shock the spine helping bring 
the deer down, and although some 
meat may be lost, high shoulder shots 
help projectiles expand and deliver 
maximum energy, may paralyze the 
neck and spine and bone fragments 
can act like projectiles into the heart 
and lungs. But depending on the 
range, who is pulling the trigger, and 
a number of other factors, there is no 
guarantee a roundball, conical, or even 
saboted bullet from a modern in-line 
will penetrate the shoulder blade and 
drop a deer on the spot, especially on 
big bucks or if a deer is on the move. 

With everything said and done, more 
times than not a deer will bolt when 
shot calling for a follow up of a blood 
trail. It is always easier to find blood 
and follow it over open ground or 

through thickets covered in snow. 

BEATING THE COMPEITION
We may not think of it in this perspective, but each time 
we step into a patch of deer woods we’re competing against 
others with the same goal in mind, taking home some 
venison. 

Hunters, just like deer, leave tracks in snow. Personally, 
whether hunting private ground or public I prefer to hunt in 
an area by myself so when fresh footprints are found I head 
for another location since the other hunter might have blinds 
or stands set up. Knowing what routes other hunters take 
in, or in what direction they are hunting might also indicate 
what direction deer might travel or where they are headed to 
escape or flee the area, so I change plans accordingly. 
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Finding fresh deer tracks and other signs are easier with snow 
on the ground and can indicate where to hunt.

Once snow is on the ground deer will travel greater distances and more often to 
find food.

INCREASED DEER  
ACTIVITY
Deer visibility, their hearing and sense of smell, 
all important survival mechanisms, are less 
sharp during a snow storm and they will often 
stick to their beds until it is over or conditions 
have somewhat improved. But when it is over, 
whether it is during the pre-rut, rut, or post-rut 
period, does as well as bucks will get up and start 
to feed, often very heavily if the storm is of any 
prolonged duration. I don’t know if it is true 
everywhere, but in my neck of the woods and in 

states where I have hunted during the first snow fall, this is 
especially true during the post-rut, since both sexes strive to 
put on or regain as much fat as possible following the rut and 
before the hard winter fully sets in.

Once the first snow hits, especially if it is an accumulating 
amount of several inches, acorns, beechnuts, wild apples, 
and other foods on the ground are harder to find. While 
hardwood ridges, creek bottoms, and other areas where there 
has been a crop of hard mast can still be worth keeping an 
eye on and hunting if fresh deer activity warrants it. Several 
inches of first snow often force deer to move more frequently 
to find browse. They will also travel greater distances to find 
a reliable source or will change from ground-type browse 
to agricultural fields where corn, soybeans, winter wheat or 
winter rye and other grains and crops are available above 
the snow surface. Deer moving more often, over wider areas 
or to specific locations where food is readily available are all 
advantages the hunter can put to good use once the first snow 
drops and will continue to be productive as long as snow 
remains on the ground. 
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Schuetzen Powder Energetics, Inc.
866-809-9704

www.schuetzenpowder.com
info@schuetzenpowder.com
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USA SALES ONLY. FOR FOREIGN SALES CONTACT YOUR DISTRIBUTOR.

Lead-Free/Non-Lead Muzzleloading Projectile: less than 1% Lead by weight

.50 caliber saboted bullet for use in replica/modern/traditional-sytle muzzleloaders  
with non-removable breech plugs as well as in-lines

The Ecoslug ML-NRBP 
Bullet 

BENEFITS
• Non-lead, approved for use in California’s Non-Lead hunting areas.

• Light Weight at 177 grains (same as .490 lead ball). Low Recoil, High Muzzle Velocity.

• Controlled expansion with 100% weight retention (in Perma-Gel® tests).

• No lead fragments in your game meat. 

• No concerns with lead cleanup/mitigation issues on your shooting range. 

• $14.99 for pack of 10 bullets (special extraction tool included). Free Shipping.*

A Non-Lead
ECOlogical SLUG
Especially made for MuzzleLoaders with

Non-Removable Breech Plugs 

Using lead-free bullets in muzzleloaders with non-removable breechplugs presents a problem in the event that a bullet gets stuck in the 
barrel. You can’t use a lead ball puller, and a CO2 ball discharger will not always work with saboted bullets since a gas seal is not created 
until they’re fired. The Ecoslug ML NRBP has a feature where it can be removed from the barrel with the included extraction tool (fits 
on ramrods with 10-32 threaded tip). The Ecoslug ML-NRBP works best in muzzleloaders with fast twist barrels between 1:28 and 1:48 
twist. It is not recommended for use in patched round ball barrels with a slow twist and deep rifling.

U.S. Patent 8,171,852 & 8,438,767
* Please allow up to 3 weeks for delivery.

The Ecoslug ML-NRBP 
 in Sabot 

Ecoslug ML-NRBP 
Recovered from Perma-Gel ® 

Ballistic Gelatin

For more info & ordering visit  
our website 

www.eco-slug.com
P-Bar Co. LLC (440) 238-6050 

THE ECOSLUG® ML - NRBP



Patrick Hoy (1787-1860) was a gunsmith between 1815 and 
1860, in Spartanburg, South Carolina. Patrick Hoy, son of 
John Hoy and Ann Crawford, was born February 17, 1787 in 
Antrim County, Raloo Parish, Ireland, and died in Spartanburg 
County, SC, on July 6, 1860. Patrick came to Charleston from 
Ireland in 1804 with his parents. John Hoy, father of Patrick 
Hoy, was born in Antrim County, Raloo Parish, Ireland in 1740 
and died shortly after arriving in Charleston, SC, in 1804. John 
Hoy is buried in the old Scots-Irish Presbyterian Cemetery in 
Charleston. Ann Crawford Hoy, mother of Patrick, died in 
Spartanburg County in 1827.1

Patrick married Elizabeth Coan, daughter of Andrew Coan and 
Mary Snoddy Coan, on February 1, 1810. Elizabeth Coan Hoy 
was born on May 1, 1787, in Antrim County, Ireland and died 
in Spartanburg County.

Patrick set up a gristmill, sawmill, and gunsmithing operation 
on the South Tyger River during the first decade of the 1800s. 
A burly Irish immigrant, Patrick Hoy made his way from 
Charleston to Spartanburg in 1805. He stayed in the fledgling 
village long enough to learn blacksmithing and then set up 
gunmaking on land he purchased by the South Tyger River. Two 
cotton gins and a combination gristmill and sawmill, powered 
by the river water that he channeled by dam to a waterwheel, 
soon followed. Farmers and merchants located nearby and 
a village was born. It was appropriately dubbed Millville. In 
August 1845 a flood washed away the gristmill, sawmill and 
cotton gin. After the flood was over, Hoy relocated his gunsmith 
shop on the other, western, side of the river,2 but did not rebuild 
his mills.

In 1816 Patrick Hoy took as an apprentice to the gunsmithing 
trade David Hudgin. We could not locate anything else on 
Hudgin. Hudgin is the only known apprentice of Hoy, save for 
the probable apprenticeship of his son Pinckney.

The U.S. Census of 1850 for Spartanburg showed: Patrick Hoy, 
born in Ireland, 64, gunsmith; Elizabeth, his wife, 64; Pinckney 
Hoy, gunsmith, 21, both born in SC. In the U. S. Census of 

1860 we see 1860, Patrick Hoy, born in Ireland, 73; Elizabeth, 
73; Amanda, 24, both born in SC. 

The Carolina Spartan carried an obituary for Patrick Hoy:

Obituary. Captain Patrick Hoy, died at his residence in this 
District, on the 6th of July after an illness of only a few days, 
in the seventy-fourth year of his age. His attack, which was an 
apoplexy, was sudden and severe, and baffling, all remedies, bore 
him from earth to his long home. He was a native of Antrim 
County, Ireland, where he emigrated to this State in 1804, 
being then about 17 years old. A few years after emigrating 
hither he married and settled where he died, having lived there 
a little more than 50 years. For many years he was employed 
as a gunsmith and to his fidelity and faithful work numbers 
of persons can well attest. He was a member of the Baptist 
Church twenty-five years and during the greater part of that 
time served in the office of deacon with judgment and Christian 
faithfulness.

Hoy’s wife died on 19 November, 1870, in the 83rd year of 
her age.3 Both Patrick and Elizabeth are buried in the Nazareth 
Presbyterian Cemetery near Reidville, SC. One of his guns is 
marked Hoy & Son [Biography of Patrick Hoy, by Ruth E. 
Moore].

Patrick and Elizabeth Hoy had at least one son, Pickney, shown 
in the Census of 1850, as a gunsmith, age 21 years. We have 
not located more information on him, although there is a gun 
signed Hoy & Son. It is possible that the Amanda Hoy, age 
24, shown in Patrick Hoy’s household in 1860 was the wife or 
widow of Pinckney Hoy. 

1. Biography of Patrick Hoy, by Ruth E. Moore. We are 
deeply indebted to Ms Moore for the detailed research she has 
provided.

2. Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts tradesman file.

3. U.S. Census

By Jim WhiskerPatrick Hoy
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H i s t o ry,  C o m p e t i t i o n  &   Camaraderie

The N-SSA is America’s oldest and largest Civil 
War shooting sports organization. Competitors 
shoot original or approved reproduction firearms 
as well as artillery.  All teams represent a specific Civil 
War regiment or unit and wears the uniform they 
wore over 150 years ago.  N-SSA is dedicated to 
preserving our history, period firearms competition 
and the camaraderie of team sports with friends & family.

For more information, visit us online at www.n-ssa.orgnmlra.org

STAY UP TO 
DATE ON 
THE GO.
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The .54-Caliber Smoothbore Rifle
One of the most common requests for information, if not 
the most common question, concerns the gun selection for the new 
longrifle enthusiast, or even the shooter that has acquired several 
commercial retail guns and is looking to purchase his first custom 
gun. Is there one single gun that I can use for deer and squirrel? 
Well in fact there is. How about deer and squirrel and turkey? The 
answer is still yes. Most responses to that question quickly suggest 
that a .620 smoothbore is the ticket. Well, yes but maybe not the 
only choice. Many are not really thrilled at the idea of a .620 round 
ball and the recoil associated with such a large caliber when being 
used for deer hunting. There is another option to consider and 
explore, but first let’s quickly review the logic behind the desire for 
a one-gun solution. 

The concept of one gun for everything can be born out of multiple 
camps. The first and most obvious is the economical aspect of not 
spending over a thousand dollars, three times over, to purchase 
a separate firearm for each of the main game species we pursue, 
being, deer, turkey and squirrel. Also the shooter with several 
factory replicas may want to own one custom gun, rather than 
spreading the resources over multiple firearms, perhaps of lesser 
quality. He can sell those guns and turn the equity into a top-
end custom piece. The second train of thought suggests a special 
relationship with one gun and the knowledge acquired by living 
with and carrying that one special gun through the multiple 
hunting seasons. Finally, a third practical solution is the idea of one 
gun and one shooting bag! I have acquired three different shooting 
bags — one for each gun I use. Yet I regularly forget something 
that would not have been forgotten if I had only one bag. Add to 
this, the additional monetary cost to furnish the accoutrements and 
bag for each rifle. There would be a substantial savings, if have to 
do so for only one firearm. The truth is, it is likely a combination 
of all three reasons that intrigues the modern-day longhunter or 
buckskinner.

Even with owning a fine squirrel rifle and a deer rifle and a specialty 
choked .620 smoothbore for turkey hunting, I was intrigued with 
the idea of the possibility that one gun really could do it all. My 
research had me chasing the idea that perhaps the answer lies 
with a .54 caliber smoothbore rifle. This caliber has more than 
enough punch for any size whitetail deer as well as any other North 
American big game animal, just in case you ever draw that ultra-
rare tag or get a chance to fulfil that once-in-a-lifetime bucket-list 
hunt for elk, bear, or mule deer. The .54 caliber, being a 28 gauge, 

is also a perfect size for hunting squirrel and small game. Utilizing 
the flexibility of a black powder smoothbore also allows us to 
“closely” replicate a 2-¾ 20-gauge shotgun load. There is also the 
theory that the narrower, longer shot column in the open-choked 
gun, might hold together and even produce a better shot pattern 
then a wider diameter shot column in a larger bore gun. 

With this in mind, my first choice of shot size for small game in 
this project was number six shot. Number six shot would stand 
the best chance of producing the best shot pattern, while a larger 
number 5 shot size might be better suited towards a specialty 
choked turkey barrel seeking the maximum punch at those greater 
distances of 30 plus yards. My goal was maximizing pattern density 
at a much closer shooting distance, considering the performance 
limitations of the open bored choke. My initial thoughts were that 
in addition to small game at 20 yards, this gun could also dispatch 
any turkey so unfortunate as to find itself in that position. I decided 
on 90 grains of FFFG and equal volume of number 6 shot.

Now before some of you get your panties all bunched up, yes, you 
better check your hunting regulations as many states and provinces 
require a minimum of an actual 20-gauge bore size (.620). For 
those of us with the option of using this on turkey, great! Kentucky 
has just recently passed new laws that allow .410 and larger for 
turkey. The other longhunters still have the option of using one gun 
for deer and small game as well as trekking/scouting the limited 
wilderness resources we have left available to us.

Putting the Project Gun Together:

The Barrel
Sometimes, timing works out when putting a project 
together. I wanted a quality barrel for my gun and I wanted it in 
my preferred length of 38 inches. Why 38 instead of the 42 inch 
standard or some other arbitrary number? It just works for me. 
It cleans easier, especially indoors, with long ramrods or cleaning 
rods. It travels easily; it fits behind the seat of my pickup and is easy 
to take in and out of vehicles. It shoots well. And it is historically 
correct. It is a touch lighter, and to me, balances perfectly. My 
final selection was a 38-inch Rice, swamped, smoothbore barrel. 
I contacted Jason Schneider of Rice Barrels and found out that 
they had intended to do a run of .54 cal. smoothbores in a couple 
of months. It turns out that I’m not the only guy thinking along 

by Patrick J Cameron

A ONE-GUN SOLUTION FOR HUNTING THE BIG THREE:
Publication of the National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association's Big Game Records Program
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these lines. More and more people are looking at this option 
and building quality guns in this bore size. This would work out 
perfectly with the timing for my rifle build. 

The Lock
I always try to implement something unique on each of my 
rifles that will set it apart from every other gun in the woods. This 
build was going to be an early Virginia Smoothbore Rifle and I 
chose a BRASS lock plate to lend a different flavor to the gun. Jim 
Chambers had just the ticket. The rest of the furniture on the rifle 
is also brass. No patchbox, but I wanted special wood and some 
tasteful, elegant, classic carving to accentuate the slender classic 
lines of the gun. I find that elegance is often found in simplicity.

The Gunsmith
 I contacted a gunsmith that I had used in the past, John 
Bergmann of Granville, Tennessee. I used John on two previous 
gun builds and had him in mind for this fourth gun. John, like 
most custom gun builders, is not cheap, but he will give a blue 
collar guy like me, what I consider to be exceptional value for my 
hard-earned dollars. You cannot ask for more then that. He will 
build you a firearm as intricately complex as you can conceive or as 
simple as you need to go for a practical working man’s gun. I tend 
to go for simple but will usually spend the extra dollars for better 
wood and some small degree of carving. One of my concerns was 
whether or not he could complete the project on time for the early 
flintlock season in Kentucky. John in fact came through on his end 
and delivered the gun two weeks before the season. 

In the Woods Hunting:

Deer
Before going into the deer woods, the inevitable question 
of smoothbore accuracy has to be addressed. It would go against 

conventional wisdom to expect long distance accuracy that could be 
obtained with a rifled barrel, but was the rifle capable of whitetail 
deer accuracy at all practical ranges. Let’s first figure out what 
realistic ranges might be encountered while deer hunting. Out 
of the last forty deer that I have harvested with everything from 
archery equipment to longrifles, the farthest shot I have taken was 
thirty-seven yards, 39 of those deer were taken under 30 yards. 
With that in mind, I was thinking of a self imposed, 60-yard range 
would be practical and realistic. My plan was to sight the rifle in 
at 40 yards and would likely never even see a sixty-yard shot, but 
the gun would handle it if I ever ran into that problem. My initial 
groups when sighting in the rifle proved beyond a doubt that the 
rifle will handle any rifle task I ask of it.

The special early black-powder season in Kentucky is only a two 
day, weekend event, but I wanted to take advantage of using the 
new gun if I could. I hunted hard for the two days, but the only 
deer I saw was in the predawn light. It might have technically been 
legal shooting time, but I just could not see the front sight in the 
semi-daylight, and watched my only opportunity of the weekend 
quietly walk away, totally unaware of the near fatal activity that it 
had just eluded.

The state-wide gun season in November yielded different results. 
Day three of that hunt had me on the side of a ridge, watching a 
narrow valley adorned with beautiful hardwoods; add to this, an 
ancient creek cutting back and forth across the bottom. It is such 
a beautiful and tranquil spot that I considered any deer that might 
show up to be a bonus. Focusing my attention up stream and up 
wind, which is where a deer was suppose to appear from, I was 
distracted momentarily to check out one of the squirrels that kept 
trying to sound like a deer walking in the leaves. I had trouble pin 
pointing the exact cause of the leaf rustling, even when I could 
look right at the noise. Finally, I found the source on the opposite 
ridge. This squirrel had eight points and looked to weigh about 
160 pounds. He was walking on the side of a ridge that I could 
not even get to without the aid of a rope and a Sherpa guide. He 
made it look so easy, yet there was a slight urgency in his travel. 
There had to be an available doe out there someplace and he was 

.54-cal smoothbore buck. Resting at the bottom of the ridge it was 
traveling.

Author with 8-point buck and .54-cal smoothbore taken at 60 
yards.
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on a mission to find her. The young buck 
worked his way towards the bottom and 
finally within range. It stopped in what 
was likely the only spot that would offer 
a clear shot. I quickly estimated the range 
to be, you guessed it, about 60 yards. I 
had the silver front-bladed sight tucked 
in the crease of his shoulder and as I was 
focusing on my sight picture, the big .54 
caliber roared and echoed back and forth 
as well as up and down the branch. By the 
time the noise and smoke cleared, the buck 
was crashing down the rest of the way to 
the valley floor. Three lunges and crashes 
that took about that many seconds and 
all became quiet and tranquil again. That 
is everything except my pounding heart. 
The buck had fallen in the creek bed and 
was out of sight, but I knew he was dead. 
I waited several minutes and soaked in the 
whole experience. 

We had previously nick-named this spot, “the Secret Branch.” I 
doubt other people have traveled its corridor for many years. It is 
just so extremely difficult to get to. I sat and wondered when the 
last time anyone might have taken a deer in this spot, let alone with 
a flintlock. Maybe never. I know that many deer could have been 
taken within ear shot, but this spot is pretty special and tucked 
away in a place that is just plain hard to find and even harder to 
get to without access through private property. It was such a special 
experience to hunt and harvest a nice young buck, with such a 
beautiful rifle, in a small, tiny piece of wilderness, on a fantastic 
fall day. After a few photos and field dressing the deer, I found the 

.520 round ball, just under the skin on the opposite shoulder. The 
90gr load of FFFG and the 212 grain round ball had performed 
flawlessly.  

One deer can be a fluke. The first morning of the following year, 
early muzzleloader season found me sitting in the same place I 
harvested the previous buck. While I cherished and relived the 
memory of the previous season’s deer, I did not see a single thing 
that morning. That evening found me watching a deer trail that 
I had been keeping track of for a couple of years. It had always 
showed regular deer traffic on it. With 45 minutes of daylight left. 
I saw a nice big doe, picking her way along the trail. As she got 
closer, I followed her with my rifle sights on her rib cage while 

resting the rifle on a set of shooting 
sticks. At about 35 yards, she snapped 
her head up and had her nose straight 
into the wind. Or lack of wind. Wind 
can swirl in these Kentucky hills like no 
other place on earth. I will never know 
if it was me she was scenting or just 
a regular wind check. My finger was 
already putting pressure on the trigger. 
As the gun roared and the smoke hung 
in the evening air, I could see her going 
back the way she came from. At first I 
had a sinking feeling in my stomach. 
Did I just blow an easy shot? Then 
I figured that if she was not hit, she 
would be moving a lot faster than what 
I had just witnessed.  I waited for a bit, 
then went to check for blood. None! 
It was a fairly decent deer trail that I 
watched her leave on, so I started to 
follow the trail. It was 15 to 20 yards 
before I saw the first drop of blood. 
Then more, then lots. A few steps later, 

54-cal. doe opposite side view of smoothbore gun.

Monster doe taken with .54-cal smoothbore.
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I could see the white belly lying up against a trunk of a fallen tree. 
She barely made it out of sight. Not more than 50-60 yards total. 
The shot was a complete pass through both lungs. It was a clean, 
quick harvest that we all hope for when we are in the woods. By the 
time I got her cleaned up and dragged to a nearby logging road to 
pick up, it was too late and dark for photos. It was more important 
to get the deer hung up and washed out. photos would have to wait 
until the following morning. 

My early experience with the gun would suggest that this .54 
caliber is in fact a great deer rifle. I do not think we should be 
surprised by that, but I was happy for the opportunities and the 
results none the less.

Squirrels

I was settled at the base of a huge beech tree, maybe 28 
inches on the stump. I looked at my watch and it was exactly 
07:30 a.m.; It wasn’t quite shooting light but I would not have 
long to wait. At 07:45 a.m. I had my first squirrel barking at about 
60 yards distance. Some few minutes after that I could make out 
THREE grey squirrels in the same tree. Way out of range for the 
smoothbore. I figured I would wait them out and see if one of 
them or perhaps a different squirrel would wander within range. I 
know for a fact that these squirrels had not been hunted for several 
generations, yet I have never seen squirrels so terrified of people. 
Without exception, Kentucky squirrels head for their dens as fast as 

they can as soon as they catch sight of a person. After watching this 
trio for 30 minutes without any indication that they would wonder 
in my direction, I figured that I could move slowly in that direction 
and maybe get a shot. I did not even make it to my feet and they 
were tucked away inside their dens. I made my way to their area 
and parked myself between two den trees and was determined to 
wait them out. It was only about 10 minutes and I had my first 
customer at about 20 yards. I touched of the load of number 6s  
and collected my first squirrel with the gun. I took some photos 
and returned to wait for another. After a half hour, a few rain drops 
and some dark clouds suggested I should head for home and I did 
just that. I had hoped for two or three volunteer squirrels for a 
squirrel stew, but it was not to be. I was able to venture into the 
squirrel woods on four other occasions. Not full day hunts. Just an 
evening stand to enjoy the woods and let the wilderness soak into 
my bones. I was always able to collect a squirrel on each hunt. The 
one time I should have picked up a double, I missed at a little over 
25 yards. I think that if I keep to the 20 yard mark, that this is a 
dandy squirrel gun.

Turkeys
Turkey hunting can be tough. Many hunters today resort to 
3-½ inch 12-gauge shells with super tight, turkey choked barrels. 

.54-cal smoothbore squirrel II. Brass Lockplate. Nice wood, bag 
and horn.

Author and .54-cal smoothbore fall turkey.

.54-cal/28-gauge smoothbore squirrel. NICE WOOD
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Even my .620 turkey gun has a 
Colerain turkey choke barrel on it. 
If you do a lot of turkey hunting, 
and I do, the Colerain turkey choke 
is the way to go. Could I get a 
turkey as close as 20 yards and if 
I did, could the .54-cal/28-gauge 
do the job? The spring turkey 
season found me hunting two 
different states and one province. 
Not always with the .54, but I did 
hunt between 20-25 days and did 
not bring home a single turkey 
feather let alone a whole bird. I 
had EIGHT close encounters and 
close calls but I could not close the 
deal. That works out to a tom turkey every three days. Great turkey 
hunting but unless you are complaining about the weight of that 
big tom turkey while carrying it over your shoulder on the way to 
the truck, it does not count. 

Fall turkey hunting is not something I have really focused a lot of 
energy on. I have always spent that time chasing deer and squirrel. I 
have seen my fair share of turkey while on a deer stand and thought 
that might be a good route to go. Ambush the rascals. This fall we 
have been overrun with turkey. One evening I saw five big toms 
while on a deer stand. That same evening we had ten toms in the 
yard at our house. I had another flock of seven toms on a trail 
camera about a half mile away. Another time we had 14 hens at 
the end of our driveway in the woods. Where were these birds in 
the spring hunt? I figured that if I put in the hours I would have a 
chance to harvest a bird.

When loading the gun for the opening day of turkey season, I 
found my #6 shot was at home, in the workshop. I proceeded to 
load the gun with the #5 shot that I had in my shooting bag, from 
the spring season that I used in my .620.

The first day produced nothing. My second outing was a late start. 
Raindrops on the steel roof of our log cabin, suggested that I sleep 
in that morning and that is exactly what I did. With a break in 
the weather, I thought I should grab the gun and head out for a 
couple of hours. It was a cool day, but I was dressed for it and I 
was enjoying my perch on the side of a ridge overlooking what I 
thought should be great turkey and squirrel country. I figured that 
if I did not get a chance at a turkey in a couple of hours I would 
take a squirrel and maybe try for another on the way home. 

It always helps to have a plan “B.” One squirrel had presented 
several opportunities to bring home at least something for my 
efforts and in all honesty, I was seriously thinking about just that 
when some movement caught my attention. I likely would have 
heard them coming if the leaves were dry but the wet leaves from 
the early morning rain had several toms on top of me before I was 
aware that they were there.

As I looked down my barrel, waiting for the perfect shot, at least 

one of the birds got spooked. Then 
they all started straining their necks 
and jerking their heads around, 
strutting one way then another, 
finally all of them started to leave. I 
kept pointing the barrel at the one 
perfect shot, then he would move 
and I would move the barrel to a 
different bird, then he would move. 
Just at the last possible second I 
picked up a bird that hesitated 
for possibly one second too long. 
BOOOOM! There was lots of 
noise and smoke, and turkeys 
running every where. One was not 
doing so well. He did make it off 

into the woods. I calmly reloaded my gun. Okay, maybe not calmly. 
My hands were shaking like a leaf in a windstorm, but I did get 
the gun reloaded. I sat for a few more minutes and waited, trying 
to see the bird before I tried to track it down. In hindsight, it was 
a rushed shot. The results did not surprise me. I started my search, 
ONE step at a time. Step and look, step and look. It took a while. 
I had gone about 30 yards and saw the bird another thirty yards 
ahead of me. Keeping a tree between me and him I slowly made my 
way until I thought I was about 20 yards away from him. When I 
slowly stepped out from the tree, gun pointed. I saw the bird raise 
his head. He was pretty much done and not going anywhere but I 
finished what I started and shot from 20 yards. I later ranged the 
spot where I first hit the bird to where I shot from and came up 
with 26 yards. It was a long shot for an open-choked gun. In all the 
excitement I thought he was a lot closer. I wish I could have stuck 
with my original plan to use number 6 shot. It would have given 
me a denser shot pattern. Also, if that one bird did not spook, I 
likely would have had my 20 yard shot. 

Based on my general turkey hunting experience with my .620 and 
my squirrel hunting experience with the .54, and my single turkey 
with the .54, I would say that the .54 smoothbore is a very credible 
turkey gun with number 6 shot out to 20 yards. Mark your 20-yard 
mark before the turkeys show up and stick to it. I got lucky this 
time, another time it might not have turned out so good. Is the 
.54 smoothbore a good deer gun? I would go as far as to suggest 
it is a great deer gun. Is the .54 a good squirrel gun. I would say 
yes, especially if those front sights are getting a little bit fuzzy as 
our vision starts to fail us. And for early season it might be the best 
choice when the trees are in full leaf. Is the .54 smoothbore a great 
turkey gun. Great, no, good, yes, if you stay within the limits of the 
open-choked bore. My experience says 20 yards with a healthy load 
of number six and the powder to give the shot the energy it needs 
to do the job when it gets there, will put a turkey on the dinner 
table.

So there you have it. This is one gun that can do it all. It’s not the 
perfect gun for every application, but it is good enough to get the 
job done and allow you to spend more time in the woods, with one, 
quality custom gun through all the hunting seasons. 

.54-cal smoothbore fall turkey
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Log Cabin Shop

Visit our 10, 000 square foot Store, Museum, Classroom and 
Muzzle Loading Target Range. 

Muzzle loading guns, Components, Parts, 
Supplies, Service & Repairs

www.logcabinshop.com * logcabin@logcabinshop.com
330.948.1082 

8010 Lafayette Rd., P.O. Box 275 Lodi, Ohio 44254
NEW Catalog No. 49 still just $5.00 

62” Padded Gun Case$29.95 ea. 3 or more $25.95 ea. (Part No. 375800)

muzzle loader ad.indd   1 11/16/2016   2:43:05 PM
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NOVEMBER
November 4, 2017
NMLRA Meat Shoot; Contact: “Mingo” Mings, 
(812) 546-5063 after 6:30 p.m.
November 11 & 12, 2017
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: Mike 
Hoke (812) 662-6403, mhoke45100@frontier.com

JANUARY
January 13-14, 2018
Blanket Shoot; Contact: “Mingo” Mings,  
(812) 546-5063 after 6:30 p.m.

MARCH
March 17 & 18, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: Mike 
Hoke (812) 662-6403, mhoke45100@frontier.com

APRIL
April 20, 21, & 22, 2018
Pistol Match; Contact: Russ Combs  
(317) 839-8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net; Lou 
Helsel (513) 724-1207, lhbowl@fuse.net or  
lhelsel@fuse.net
April 21 & 22, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: Mike 
Hoke (812) 662-6403, mhoke45100@frontier.com
April 27, 28, & 29, 2018
Ladies Friendship Circle Rendezvous; Contact: 
Marcia Kellam (812) 581-8971,  
makellam@hotmail.com; Annie Guthrie  
(513) 604-7313
April 30 - May 4, 2018
Engraving Class by John Schippers; NMLRA  
Education Building; Contact: NMLRA Office 
(812) 667-5131, www.nmlra.org

MAY 
May 5, 2018
Inline Offhand Fun Shoot; Contact: Mike 
Weissmann (513) 382-1013, sodgpa@fuse.net; 
Steve Chapman (260) 347-2573, Chapmansk40@
yahoo.com
May 6, 2018
NMLRA 22 Fun Shoot; Contact: Mike Weissmann 
(513) 382-1013, sodgpa@fuse.net 
May 11, 2018
NMLRA M5; Contact: Bob Wetzler  
(812) 689-6629, rbrtwtzlr@aol.com
May 12, 2018
NMLRA Inline Hunter Muzzleloading Match; 
Contact: Bob Wetzler (812) 689-6629,  
rbtwtzlr@aol.com; Dan Thomas (812) 212-0954, 
dth1000@yahoo.com 
May 18, 19, & 20 2018

Pistol Match (May 20th is the Pistol Wiener World 
Championship); Contact: Russ Combs  
(317) 839-8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net; Lou 
Helsel (513) 724-1207, lhbowl@fuse.net or  
lhelsel@fuse.net
May 19 & 20, 2018
NMLRA/NRA Regional Long-Range Black Pow-
der Cartridge Knockdown Silhouette Match;  
Contact: Mike Hoke (812) 662-6403, 
mhoke45100@frontier.com

JUNE
June 9-17, 2018
NMLRA Spring National Shoot; Contact:  
NMLRA Office (812) 667-5131,  
nmlra@nmlra.org, www.nmlra.org
June 23 & 24, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: Mike 
Hoke (812) 662-6403, mhoke45100@frontier.com

JULY
July 14-15, 2018
NMLRA Youth Shoot; Contact: Jeff or Kristy 
Nunn (317) 862-1604; knunn1604@yahoo.com
July 20, 21, & 22, 2018
Pistol Match; Contact: Russ Combs  
(317) 839-8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net; Lou 
Helsel (513) 724-1207, lhbowl@fuse.net or  
lhelsel@fuse.net
July 21 & 22, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: Mike 
Hoke (812) 662-6403, mhoke45100@frontier.com

AUGUST
August 11 & 12, 2018
National Family Fun Shoot; Contact: Bob Weaver 
(574) 876-1065, bweaver@anchorconstruction.
com, www.nmlra.org
August 17, 18, & 19, 2018
Pistol Match; Contact: Russ Combs (317) 839-

8273, russ4065@sbcglobal.net; Lou Helsel (513) 
724-1207, lhbowl@fuse.net or lhelsel@fuse.net
August 18 & 19, 2018
NMLRA Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: Mike 
Hoke (812) 662-6403, mhoke45100@frontier.com
August 25, 2018
NMLRA 22 Fun Shoot; Contact: Mike Weissmann 
(513) 382-1013, sodgpa@fuse.net 
August 26, 2018 starts at 9:30am
Inline Offhand Fun Shoot; Contact: Mike Weissmann 
(513) 382-1013, sodgpa@fuse.net; Steve Chapman 
(260) 347-2573, chapmansk40@yahoo.com

SEPTEMBER
September 8-16, 2018
NMLRA National Championship Shoot; Contact 
NMLRA Office (812) 667-5131, nmlra@nmlra.
org, www.nmlra.org
September 22 & 23, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: Mike 
Hoke (812) 662-6403, mhoke45100@frontier.com

OCTOBER
October 5, 6, & 7, 2018
NMLRA Boy Scout Camporee; Contact: Doug 
Galbraith (513) 379-8963, djgnrg@aol.com regis-
ter online at nmlra.org. Volunteers needed
October 20 & 21, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: Mike 
Hoke (812) 662-6403, mhoke45100@frontier.com

NOVEMBER
November 3, 2018
NMLRA Meat Shoot; Contact: “Mingo” Mings, 
(812) 546-5063 after 6:30 p.m.
November 10 & 11, 2018
Miami Long-Range Black Powder Cartridge 
Knockdown Silhouette Match; Contact: Mike 
Hoke (812) 662-6403, mhoke45100@frontier.com

ALTERNATE RANGE USE 
INFORMATION

The following is the basic information for sponsoring an event on the Walter Cline Range in 
Friendship, Indiana. To schedule an Alternate Range Use Event contact the NMLRA Office at 
(812) 667-5131.

Charges for NMLRA Members $5.00 for first day, $2.00 per day thereafter per registered 
participant. Camping fees are included for NMLRA members only. Insurance also included 
for NMLRA members. Charges for Non-NMLRA Members $6.00 for first day, $3.00 per day 
thereafter per registered participant. Camping fees will be charged at the then-current rate. 
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1 of 1000 Endowment Program For more information about 
the program, please contact: Bob Copner - 1 of 1000 Endowment 
Chairman - 4682 Valley End Lane, Fairfield, CA 94534, National 
Muzzle Loading Rifle Association, P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021 - 
(812) 667-5131 or 707-864-0442 - robert.copner@comcast.net

Attention: 1 of 1000 Members We plan to continue publishing 1 
of 1000 member profiles in Muzzle Blasts. Profiles published to date 
include randomly selected early and later members. If you would like 
to submit your profile (approximately 400 words and a photograph) 
explaining why being a member of the 1 of 1000 is important to you, 
please send it to Lydia Morath at lmorath@nmlra.org, Bob Copner 
at robert.copner@comcast.net or mail to P.O. Box 67, Friendship, 
Indiana 47021.

What happens to my tax-deductible donation to the 1 of 
1000 Endowment Program? The money you put in, will remain 
in the endowment and can only be used to generate interest or to 
purchase a permanent asset such as land. The principal can never 
be used for the general operation of the Association. The NMLRA 
Board of Directors can use up to 75% of the interest for the new 
and innovative programs that ensure the long-term viability of the 
Association and help it to prosper.

Is Your Name on the Wall?

New 1 of 1000 Members
#601 - Fiekerts Homestead Wines, IN
#602 - Alan R. Gommel, IN
#603 - V. Wayne Flora, PA
#604 - Joseph Cindric Family, OH

#605 - Judge H. "Ernest" Resley, TX
#606 - Thomas Cooley Family, IN
#607 - James M. Leigeb, MI
#608 - William Palk, MD
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Rendezvous
 Monthly

Messages from t he Rendezvous
NMLRA-Sponsored Rendezvous Information 

Jim Penland - Chairman; NEPR Delegate (exp. 2018)
14 Wilson Parkway, Lockport, NY 14094, 716-434-6535 
or cell 716-471-8728, jimpenland@verizon.net 
Jean Heschke – Vice Chairman; NEPR Delegate (2017)
2362 Hartland Rd., Gasport, NY 14067, 716-795-3303
jeanheschke@gmail.com 
Vicki Johnson; ONW Delegate (2018)
4636 County Road P, McClure, OH 43536, 419-601-
2495, Vicki.dte@gmail.com
Henry Felder; ONW Delgate (exp. 2017)
PO Box 78, Nashville, MI 49073, 517-852-9252, 
2knives2@gmail.com 
Melissa Adams; EPR Delegate (exp. 2017)
3605 W. Versailles, Piqua, OH 45356, (h) 937-773-8085 
(c) 614-565-0513, whysacrow@gmail.com 
Jerry Heister; EPR Delegate (exp. 2018)
270 McCorkle Road, Hershey, PA 17033, 717-533-3652, 
Heister5@comcast.net
Daniel Cain; Corps of Discovery Delegate (exp. 2018)
12896 Sunset Circle N.W., Uniontown, OH 44685, 330-
699-3492, ddc12896@aol.com
Greg Bagshaw -Public Relations Director; SEPR 
Delegate (exp. 2017) 2625 Liberty Church Road, 
Yadkinville, NC 27055, 336-492-5137 or cell 336-918-
7411, vengier@vengier.com
Robert Woody; SEPR Delegate (exp. 2018)
116 River Run Rd., Statesville,NC 28625,  
robertwoody@att.net 

Non-Voting Staff
Mark Adamik, Jr. - Parliamentarian
440-465-9246, Mark.adamik@twcable.com 
Andrew Huey – Treasurer
262 E. State St., Box 344, West Mansfield, OH 43358
937-935-4461, andrewhuey22@gmail.com 
Dan Duhamel – Quartermaster
24 Stella St., Burgettstown, PA 15021, 724-947-4931 or 
cell 724-207-0323, duhameld@yahoo.com
Karen Fuller – Recording Secretary
Beverly Heister– Business Office Manager; NRLHF
PO Box 376, Hershey, PA 17033, 717-312-3016
nrlhfoffice@gmail.com 

Directors representing the NMLRA
Jim Fulmer; NMLRA Director
3358 Mt. Rd., Hamburg, PA 19526, 610-488-1352
Fulmer1776@comcast.net 
Jerry Middendorf; NMLRA Director
1252 N. Kentucky Ave., Westport, IN 47283
812-591-2427, JerryMiddendorf@hotmail.com

NRLHF 2017 Board 
of Directors and 

DelegatesCooking Up
a Taste 

of Rendezvous
by Linda Fulmer

• • •
If you have any recipes you’d like to share, please send them to me at the 

following address: Linda Fulmer, 3358 Mountain Road, Hamburg, PA 19526;
or e-mail to fulmer1776@comcast.net.

JIM LANDITCH'S
PUMPKIN CHEESECAKE

Crust: 
1 ¾ cups graham cracker crumbs
3 T. light brown sugar
½ t. ground cinnamon
1 stick melted salted butter

Filling:
3 (8oz,) packages cream cheese, at room temperature
1 cup pureed pumpkin
3 eggs plus 1 egg yolk
¼ cup sour cream
1 ½ cups sugar
1 t. allspice
2 T. all-purpose flour
1 t. vanilla extract

Directions:
For Crust: 
In a medium bowl, combine crumbs, sugar and cinnamon. Add melted 
butter. Press down flat into a 9-inch springform pan. Set aside.
For Filling:
Beat cream cheese until smooth. Add pumpkin puree, eggs, egg yolk, 
sour cream, sugar and the spices. Add flour and vanilla. Beat together 
until well combined. Pour into crust. Spread out evenly. Place in oven 
for 1 hour. Remove from the oven and let sit for 15 minutes. Cover with 
plastic wrap and refrigerate for 4 hours. 
Serves 8 
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Randy Grunkemeyer (812) 934-6412
14094 N. Co. Rd 600 E., Batesville, IN 47006

grunkrsj@frontier.com
rggunsmithing.com

TIGER HUNT
Curly Maple
Gunstocks

Blanks and precarved stocks 
Sugar (hard) and Red (soft) Maple

Curly Cherry and Curly Ash

814-472-5161 Michael D. Barton
P.O. Box 379, Beaverdale, PA 15921

www.gunstockwood.com

CONTEMPORARY  

ARTISANS
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Major Robert Stobo’s

 on July, 
3, 1754, 300 men fit for duty1 from the Virginia Regiment and 
an independent company from South Carolina hunkered down 
in shallow rain filled trenches at Fort Necessity located in western 
Pennsylvania enduring fire from about 700 surrounding French and 
Indians. By the afternoon a pounding rain had made the Provincial's 
muskets useless not allowing them to return fire at the enemy sheltered 
underneath trees at some points only 60 yards away. By dusk a third 
of the fort’s defenders were dead or wounded. The situation looked 
grim for the men and their young commander, Colonel George 
Washington.

Then at 8 p.m. the French fire stopped. An offer to parley was 
extended by the French commander, Captain Louis Coulon de 
Villiers. A hesitant Washington sent Captain Jacob Van Braam to talk 
with Villiers who offered generous terms. Washington and his men 
would be allowed to leave their makeshift fort with the honors of war 
if they agreed not to return to the Ohio Valley for one year. Earlier in 
the spring Robert Dinwiddie, Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia, had 
sent an expedition to drive out the French who were constructing a 
fort at the Forks of the Ohio. Previously the French had driven off 
small English work party building 
a fort there. Washington, who took 
command of the expedition after its 
original commander died, attacked 
a French detachment under Ensign 
Joseph Coulon, sieur de Jumonville 
at Great Meadows on May 28. 
Jumonville, who was the younger 
brother of Villiers, was killed along 
with nine other men while 21 were 
captured. 

As part of the surrender terms, Villiers 
now wanted these men back. Until 
they were handed over, two English 
officers were to be held as hostages 
at the post the French were building 
at the Forks of the Ohio — Fort 
Duquesne. Washington agreed to the 
capitulation terms and the two captains 
chosen to remain with the French were 
Van Braam and a young Scot named 
Robert Stobo.

Born in 1727 in Glasgow, Scotland, Stobo was the son of a well-
to-do merchant who died when he was 13. That same year Stobo 
was sent off to the University of Glasgow where he studied for two 
years when his mother passed away. After some discussion with 
his guardian, Stobo sailed for Virginia to serve in the store of some 
Glasgow merchants. At the age of 16 he returned to Scotland, sold off 
his properties and bought up a large supply of merchandise. He then 
returned to Virginia setting up his own business in Petersburg. 

Stobo traveled to Williamsburg on business and to visit friends quite 
regularly and it was there he became acquainted with Dinwiddie. 
Through Dinwiddie, Stobo obtained a captaincy and command of 
a company in what would become the Virginia Regiment that was 
forming in early 1754 to secure the Forks of the Ohio. 

Now in French custody, Stobo and Van Braam were taken to Fort 
Duquesne where they met with the post commander, Captain Claude-
Pierre Pécaudy, seigneur de Contrecoeur and given a fair amount of 
freedom. While strolling about the fort, Stobo took note of its size, 
bastions and other such details. He also discovered eight soldiers of the 
Virginia Regiment being held prisoner. 

These men revealed that they had been captured by the Indians 
after the surrender of Fort Necessity. Stobo quickly headed to see 
Contrecoeur and demanded the men be released. The French 
commander refused stating they belonged to the Indians. Believing 
that the French were in clear violation of the surrender terms, Stobo 

decided he was free of his obligations as a 
hostage.

Stobo drew a detailed map of the fort and 
on the back of the sheet he wrote a letter to 
Dinwiddie telling him among other things 
the size of the garrison and that the fort 
should be taken as soon as possible. He also 
advised the governor not to return one of 
the French officers, Michel Pépin La Force, 
who was “greatly wanted” at Fort Duquesne. 
Stobo gave the letter to a friendly Indian 
who agreed to take it to the commander 
at Wills Creek, Colonel James Innes. The 
following day Stobo penned a second letter 
to Dinwiddie and sent it by another friendly 
warrior. 

The two warriors instead took the letters to 
George Croghan’s trading post at Aughwick. 
There Croghan made copies sending one 
to Innis, the governor of Pennsylvania and 
to Dinwiddie. Following Stobo's advice 

By Mike Phifer

Stobo’s knowledge of Quebec proved valuable to Maj. 
Gen. James Wolfe pictured above. (Library and Archives 
Canada)
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Dinwiddie retained the French prisoners. 
He sent a message to Contrecoeur that he 
was willing to trade three of the French 
officers for Stobo and Van Braam. The rest 
of the French prisoners, including La Force, 
were being held due to the French taking 
prisoners after Washington’s surrender.2

There would be no exchange for Stobo or 
Van Braam. Contrecoeur was becoming 
suspicious of them as word began to reach 
him that the English had information on 
Fort Duquesne that could only come from 
the post itself. Major Stobo, having recently 
been promoted, and Van Braam where soon 
sent to Quebec to meet with New France’s 
governor, Ange de Menneville, Marquis de 
Duquesne, who gave them considerable 
liberty. 

Stobo did quite well for himself in French captivity being sponsored 
by the wealthy and influential Chevalier Paul-Joseph Lemoine 
de Longueuil. Stobo ventured into the Indian trade through the 
assistance of the shrewd trader and military officer St. Luc de la Corne. 
Suspicion of his sending letters about the conditions at Fort Duquesne 
lingered, but nothing could be proven until July 9, 1755. That day 
Maj. Gen. Edward Braddock’s army of British regulars and American 
provincials marching toward Fort Duquesne was routed not far from 
the French post. Besides inflicting 977 casualties on the redcoats and 
provincials, the French captured Braddock’s papers. Among them was 
Stobo’s fort diagram and first letter to Dinwiddie, with his signature 
clearly written on the letter. There was little doubt of Stobo’s guilt.

When word of the discovery reached Quebec, Stobo and Van Braam 
were imprisoned in separate cells. Pierre de Rigaud, Marquis de 
Vaudreuil, New France’s new governor, sent Stobo’s letter to the court 
at Versailles, France where he asked permission to charge the prisoners 
with high treason. Vaudreuil received the orders to proceed with the 
trial which began in Montreal on October 20, 1756. In the ensuing 
19-day trial Van Braam was acquitted, but not Stobo. He would 
eventually admit to writing the letter and drawing the map of the fort, 
but only after he believed the capitulation had been broken by the 
French. He was found guilty and sentenced to be beheaded.

At time of Stobo writing the letters and drawing the map, England 
and France were not officially at war. Unsure of the legality of 
executing Stobo for his actions in a time of peace, the court at 
Versailles ordered that Stobo’s sentence be suspended to avoid 
international controversy. Stobo, however, was unaware of this reprieve 
and he meant to escape.

It would be five months before Stobo got his opportunity. He and 
Van Braam were back in Quebec where they were eventually allowed 
to share a room and conditions were not overly harsh thanks to the 
influence of Longueuil. On the evening of May 1, 1757, the two men 
managed to slip out of the building they were held in and escaped into 
the darkness. 

Four or five days later the two men were 
recaptured. Stobo tried again in July. This time 
he got out through a window and had made it 
about 75 miles down the south bank of the St. 
Lawrence River before he was caught. Stobo 
was again taken back to Quebec and now he 
and Van Braam were kept in close confinement. 
It seems over the coming winter Stobo’s health 
deteriorated and he was moved to a private 
residence to recover. 

It was while living here in November 1758 that 
Stobo hatched a plan for a third escape attempt 
with another prisoner, Lieutenant Simon 
Stevens. Stevens served in Rogers’ Rangers and 
had been captured scouting near Ticonderoga 
with most of his detachment of rangers. In 
Quebec, Stevens was put in a private residence 
along with Lieutenant Nathan Stone who 
had been captured with him and Major Israel 

Putnam. 

Stobo, Stevens, Stone and another prisoner named Elijah Denbo 
planned to escape overland along the Kennebec River toward Fort 
Halifax (located in modern Maine) and began making preparations 
to do so. Putnam had planned to join them but then became part of 
a prisoner exchange. The four other men, meanwhile, continued to 
lay in a supply of food, managed to get a few guns and ammunition 
and made moccasins and leggings for the journey. Then it snowed and 
turned cold and the men decided to wait until spring.

With coming of spring preparations were again made for the escape. 
This time there were more people joining them including Oliver 
Lakin, an Indian captive who was allowed to work in Quebec and 
William Clark along with his wife and three children. Clark and his 
family had been captured by Indians, but after deceiving the French 
into believing he was a deserter they had purchased them. As he was 
ship’s carpenter by trade, Clark was put to work in their shipyard at 
Quebec. 

The escape plan now changed as Clark suggested that their flight 
should be by water in a sloop they could capture. Stobo and the others 
agreed, except for Stone who bowed out of the escape attempt.3

It was soon discovered that the wharf was too well guarded to steal 
a sloop, so instead they would take a large canoe that Lakin could 
obtain. The plan was to make escape on April 30.

There would be no escape that night as the canoe was missing. 
Another birchbark canoe was located and the escape attempt was 
postponed until the following night. At around 10 p.m. on May 1, 
Stobo and the eight other escapees climbed into the canoe with their 
provisions, guns and ammunition and began their 1,000 miles journey 
or so to Louisbourg located on Cape Breton Island. 

Stobo and the others made about 21 miles the first night. Landing on 
the Isle of Madame they ate a cold breakfast, before setting out again. 
By evening they had made another 50 miles from Quebec, but now 
the wind picked up preventing them from landing on the north shore 

Fort Duquesne — the fort Stobo drew the map 
of. (from Benson Losing, A Pictorial History of the 
United States)
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of the St. Lawrence. Rocks made the south shore too dangerous to land. 
There was nothing to do but stay in the bobbing canoe fighting to keep 
the bow pointed in the wind and constantly bail out the cold water. 

By morning the wind had let off enough that they were able to land the 
canoe on the north shore. The tired and drenched passengers dragged 
themselves ashore and spent the rest of the day and night recovering. 
The next morning the escapees were paddling down the wide St. 
Lawrence again. In the afternoon they neared an Indian village and 
quickly steered the canoe toward the north shore, but not before they 
were spotted by three warriors in a canoe. 

The warriors eventually gave up following them possibly due to a thick 
fog that began to engulf them. This fog however, forced the escapees 
to spend another night in the canoe out on the river. In the morning 
the fog had lifted enough to allow them land on the north shore. There 
Clark and Lakin set out to duck hunt, but soon came running back 
warning they had spotted smoke. 

Stobo and the other men headed back to investigate and discovered a 
Native man and woman 
not far from their 
wigwam and fire. They 
were quickly seized 
and while being taken 
to their little camp, 
the man managed to 
break free and let out 
a dreadful yell. Clark 
quickly shot and killed 
him. Stevens then 
ordered Denbo to kill 
the woman which he 
did. After Clark scalped 
them, their bodies were 
weighed down with 
stones and thrown into 
a black deep pool of 
water.

Continuing on the 
next day, May 6, Stobo 
and the others soon found themselves fighting for their lives when their 
canoe was caught up in a whirlpool being swirled around and around. 
After an hour of desperate paddling they finally escaped a watery grave 
and made for a small island. There they remained for two days enduring 
a heavy, cold rain and wind. The weather turned better on May 9, but 
before they set out someone spotted a two-masted four-oared cutter 
heading for them.

The men grabbed their guns and everybody took cover. They waited 
until the cutter came up a small creek on the island and landed and 
then let loose a volley. With two of his men wounded the surprised 
captain of the little vessel loaded with wheat, sturgeon and sugar quickly 
surrendered. 

After questioning the captain, Stobo and the others learned the vessel 
had landed on the island to get fresh water from the creek. Capturing 
the cutter was a stroke of good fortune for the escapees. With Stobo 

at the tiller, the captured cutter headed down river with a good wind 
billowing out her sails. When the wind died off later, the French crew of 
four men were ordered to row.

Spotting a number of enemy vessels heading upriver, Stobo steered the 
cutter to the south shore toward the Isle of Bic. That night as they were 
anchoring near the island they discovered an advanced French guard. 
Quietly they rowed away struggling against the tide. Suddenly past the 
island they came upon a French sloop which fired on them when they 
refused to stop for her. They managed to escape the enemy fire only to 
encounter a French frigate the next morning. This vessel opened up on 
them with a broadside, but fortunately missed as Stobo and the others 
continued down the St. Lawrence.

Arriving at the River Metis, Stobo and the others released their prisoners 
and continued on. By May 13, they rounded Gaspé Peninsula leaving 
the St. Lawrence River and entering the Gulf of St. Lawrence. They 
soon sailed into the Bay of Chaleur located between modern Quebec 
and New Brunswick and soon spotted a sloop anchored near the 
shore that looked to be unmanned. Stobo and the other escapees were 

determined to take her, 
but the wind and current 
proved too strong and 
the cutter sped past the 
sloop. With the coming 
darkness, Stobo and the 
others gave up on the 
sloop and took shelter in 
a cove for the night.

The next day strong 
winds forced them 
back to shore. Setting 
out again on the 15th 
they managed to make 
about seven miles when 
contrary winds drove 
them toward shore and 
almost scuttled the 
cutter. Bailing out the 
water which had soaked 
most of their provisions, 

guns and ammunition, Stobo and the others managed to get the cutter 
into the shelter of a creek. 

The weather turned favorably the next day and they set out again 
managing to catch 24 codfish. Continuing on the 17th, things took a 
turn for the worse when a strong wind and hard rain began hammering 
them late in the day. With darkness setting in Stobo and the others 
made the decision to head for the rocky shore. Not far from land they 
slammed into a rock which smashed a plank in the hull and water began 
gushing in the cutter. Scrambling over the gunwale, the passengers 
splashed ashore carrying what they could. 

Over the next two days they managed to get the cutter ashore, examined 
the damage and took stock of their situation. Running low on food and 
with the cutter in bad shape, the escapees began to consider heading 
overland for the British post at Fort Cumberland about 150 miles away. 
Stevens and Lakin scouted a few miles inland to determine if the trip 

Quebec in September 1, 1761. Stobo spent almost five years in the city. (Library and Archives 
Canada)
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could be made. They soon returned with the bad news that they had 
encountered snow drifts four feet deep in places. Traveling overland was 
not a possibility and the cutter would have to be repaired. 

While Clark worked on repairing the cutter as best as he could with 
his limited supplies, a French schooner and sloop were spotted. Stobo 
and the others stayed out of sight until the vessels left only to return 
the next day, May 20, anchoring a few miles off shore. Deciding their 
best chance of escape was capturing one of these vessels, Stobo took 
a long stick and tied a white handkerchief and walked to shore and 
fired a musket to get the attention of the French. It worked and soon 
a birchbark canoe was launched from the sloop. With the sun setting, 
two men and a boy climbed in the canoe and paddled toward shore. 

When asked what he wanted, Stobo replied that he was a Frenchman 
on the King’s errand and was willing to pay for passage down the 
coast. He added that he had bottle of rum almost full he was willing to 
give them. The Frenchmen soon came ashore only to find themselves 
looking down the musket muzzles of the escapees. To keep from being 
killed the Frenchmen revealed that two men were left on the sloop and 
six on the schooner.

As the canoe was too small for Stobo and the other four men, plus the 
boy who agreed to act as a pilot for them, the damaged leaky cutter 
would have to be used. Tying the two Frenchmen to a tree with Mrs. 
Clark watching them tomahawk in hand, the men set out to capture 
the schooner at 10 p.m. Rowing and bailing in the darkness, the cutter 
slowly made its way to the schooner. 

Coming alongside the schooner, Stevens secured the cutter to the 
French vessel with a grappling hook around 1 a.m. He quickly boarded 
the vessel and found nobody on deck. Hearing someone coming up out 
of steerage, Stevens ran for the companion doors. There the Frenchman 
asked Stevens for quarter which was granted. By this time Clark was 
aboard and was soon headed for the Captain’s cabin. Stobo, meanwhile, 
who had got tangled up in the schooner’s rigging, finally freed himself. 
He quickly killed the man Stevens had given quarter to not realizing he 
had surrendered. With the killing of this crew member, the schooner’s 
captain surrendered his vessel. Stobo and the other men now sailed 
the schooner for the sloop and ordered her captain to surrender which 
he refused. He soon changed his mind after 20 shots were fired at the 
vessel.  

After taking aboard the arms, provisions and captured men of the sloop, 
the vessel was then set on fire. By daylight the captured schooner had 
picked up Mrs. Clark and her children along with the two prisoners 
and set sail. About 15 miles down the coast, six of the French prisoners 
were released with a musket, some powder and shot, a fishing line and, 
as promised, the bottle of rum. The rest of the prisoners were to help 
man the schooner while the two French captains were to act as pilots.

On May 27 the schooner arrived safely at a British post on St. 
Jean Island (now Prince Edward Island). From there they sailed for 
Louisbourg arriving on June 6 where Stevens and Stobo shared their 
adventure with Brig. Gen. Edward Whitmore, the British governor 
of Cape Breton Island. It was clear to Whitmore that both men had 
valuable knowledge of Quebec which would be useful to Maj. Gen. 
James Wolfe who had sailed up the St. Lawrence to capture the city. 
Both men volunteered to join Wolfe and on June 12 they set sail for 
Quebec. 

Stevens would join the rangers serving with Wolfe, while Stobo’s local 
knowledge of Quebec and surrounding area was utilized on July 21 
when he guided a successful raid on Pointe-aux-Tremblay. It is claimed 
in the memoirs of Stobo that “he pointed out the place to land” where 
Wolfe would lead his men up a steep path to the Plains of Abraham 
and defeat the French there on September 13, 1759.4 Although there 
is no supporting evidence to back this claim, it is quite possible Stobo 
did indeed point out the path to Wolfe which he would have had to 
have done before September 7. That day Stobo was dispatched to carry 
a message with another officer to Maj. Gen. Jeffery Amherst at Crown 
Point on Lake Champlain.

Stobo returned to Williamsburg in early 1760 where he was given his 
back pay and a gift of £1,000. He then obtained the commission of 
captain in the 15th Regiment and would accompany the British and 
provincials as they captured Montreal in September 1760 bringing 
New France under British rule. It was as this time that Van Braam was 
finally released from French captivity. Stobo would go on to take part in 
the siege of Havana in 1762 where he was seriously wounded when he 
was hit in the head by falling masonry caused by a cannonball. Stobo 
remained in the army until his death by his own hand in 1770. 
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(Endnotes)

1. The troops inside Fort Necessity actually numbered about 
400, but 100 or so were too sick to fight. 

2. Most of the prisoners were released in 1755, except for La 
Force who would be held until 1760.

3. Stone would later be exchanged in November 1759.

4. Memoirs of Major Robert Stobo, (Pittsburgh: John S. 
Davidson, 1854), p. 70. It is unclear who wrote Stobo’s 
memoirs. It’s generally believed it was not Stobo himself.
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back to basics: chicken of the tree
Bevel Down: As it is in most 
places, it’s November here in Missouri 
and for us that means Squirrel hunting. 
Practically my favorite thing to do out-
side in the fall is squirrel hunting. I like 
it way better than deer hunting because 
the season is longer, the woods are full of 
them, and you don’t have to get up hours 
before daybreak to catch them out mov-
ing around. You get lots more time in the 
woods hunting squirrels and lots more 
shooting, too.

Most deer hunting around here ends up 
being a two-or-three-hour sit on a hard 
bench up in a tree next to a cornfield 

and then one shot with your deer rifle. 
And then you’ve got about 150 pounds 
of dead weight to haul back to the house, 
plus a half day of dressing, cutting, and 
packing the meat for the freezer (or an 
expensive trip to the custom processor 
twenty or thirty miles away). All that 
almost makes deer hunting a non-event 
in my view.

But with squirrels you can get up at a 
civilized hour, have a leisurely break-
fast, then mosey out to the woods with 
an apple and a piece of cheese in your 
pocket for lunch and spend a pleasant 
day outdoors collecting a mess of squir-

rels for supper. If you happen to shoot 
more of them than you care to eat in one 
sitting you can freeze them up just like 
deer meat, but they don’t take up all the 
room in the deep freezer for a whole year 
or two and they get eaten up a lot faster 
because just about everybody around 
here likes fried squirrel with biscuits and 
mashed turnips.

Red squirrels tend to be bigger and a bit 
lazier than Grays. You’ll get more meat 
off of a Red and they’re a little easier to 
shoot because they tend to sit still longer. 
Grays will give you more of a shooting 
challenge if you’re using a rifle, but you 

Pretty much everything you need to go squirrel hunting. That priming 
horn has been patched with a couple of varnished over wraps of squirrel 
rawhide. A sharp little knife comes in handy, too.
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need more of them to make a decent 
mess. 

While we’re on the subject of hunting 
this month, and before our more sen-
sitive readers get too deeply into this 
article, we’re going to say right up front 
here that we don’t “harvest” squirrels. 
Since a squirrel has to be dead before 
you eat it, we just go ahead and kill it 
rather than go through all that sowing 
and reaping and harvesting that the best 
and most correct people seem to want 
to do. If that offends the sensibilities of 
some of you folks, well, we’re sorry you 
feel that way, but it doesn’t change any-
thing about how we view the process of 
hunting for wild game that makes meat 
for the table. Just saying.

Bevel Up: One of my most vivid 
memories of childhood is of me and 
my grandpa Jones finishing up the farm 
chores one cold afternoon in December 
and then going out to the woods with 
his old Model 12 Winchester to shoot 
a couple of big ol’ red squirrels. On the 
way back to the house we stopped and 
dug a few big turnips out of the garden 
that had frozen in the ground and got-
ten real sweet that way. We skinned out 
the squirrels and started them cooking 
in the big iron skillet. While the squirrel 
sizzled in the grease we boiled the tur-
nips and baked up a big batch of baking 
powder biscuits to put under the gravy. 
By the time we sat down there in the 
kitchen to eat it was dark out and a cold 
North wind was whistling through the 
cracks in the windows. It was the best 
meal I ever ate, before or since.

Bevel Down: You hunt squirrels 
with either a rifle or a shotgun. Each is 
best adapted to a different style of hunt-
ing. With a rifle you will have your best 
success if you can wait till most of the 
leaves have fallen off the trees. Then pick 
out a big old oak or hickory or walnut 
tree, find a good spot to sit down within 
about thirty or forty feet and just wait 
for the squirrels to settle down and start 
moving around up there in the trees. It 
usually takes about twenty minutes for 
the squirrels that saw you coming to 

come back out of their hiding places and 
start looking around. That’s when you 
can shoot. You want to wait until you 
can get a good clear head shot so as not 
to ruin any of the meat.

You can hunt that way with a shotgun, 
too, but with a shotgun you don’t have 
to wait for a perfect head shot oppor-
tunity – you can shoot them pretty 
much any time you see them either 
moving around in the tree, running on 
the ground, or sitting still up there on a 
limb cutting a nut. But I think a shot-
gun is more useful for hunting squirrels 
when you want to do more walking 
around in the woods on a colder day. 
You can stay warmer that way when 
you’re walking around to scare them 
up and take running shots with a good 
chance of connecting on the target. A 
dog or a kid with a slingshot can be 
useful in that situation because they will 
run out ahead of you and get the squir-
rels stirred up so you can see them way 
up there in the trees. Sometimes, too, 
you need that kid with the slingshot to 
go around to the other side of the tree 
and push the squirrel around to where 
you can get a shot. Shotguns are also 
good for hunting along fencerows late 
in the winter when there’s too much 
snow on the ground to go sitting around 
under trees in the woods.

Bevel Up: My favorite squirrel 
rifle is a .32 flintlock I built about 20 
years ago with an old tapered 44-inch 
Bill Large barrel. It’s an iron mounted 
Tennessee-style copied after a rifle called 
the Boone Tree Bean. The original rifle 
was made by one of the early Bean 
family of gunmakers back in the early 
1800s and then restocked by Hacker 
Martin at some point. It is purported to 
have been stocked with a piece of wood 
taken out of a tree that had been marked 
by Daniel Boone. You see original 
Tennessee rifles with walnut stocks or 
with maple stocks. I used some slightly 
curly maple for mine because I like to 
work with maple better than walnut, but 
either kind is acceptable. I stained mine 
real dark, though, so it sort of looks like 
walnut.

Before I built that rifle I used a .40-cali-
ber Early Lancaster style rifle with a real 
fast twist (1 turn in 25 inches) barrel. 
The fast twist makes it real accurate with 
a light charge of about twenty or twenty 
five grains of 3fg powder. You need a 
light, low-velocity charge in a small cal-
iber so as not to tear up so much meat. 
Some folks will use a light charge in a 
bore as big as .45, but I never can get 
good enough accuracy for squirrel hunt-
ing with a light charge out of a bigger 
bore rifle in a standard twist.

Of course, there are those that claim to 
rely on “barking” squirrels with their big 
bore rifles so as not to damage any meat. 
The idea with that method is to wait 
until you catch a squirrel out on a limb 
with his head hugging down close to 
the bark. Then you aim real careful and 
shoot so that the ball hits just the top of 
the limb under his chin and kills him 
with the shock of the ball or maybe the 
pieces of the bark that fly up. I’ve done 
that by accident a couple of times, but 
I’ve never found it to be a reliable way to 
collect meat for the skillet.

With a shotgun I’ve found that these 
big old red squirrels we have here are 
pretty tough to kill with shot lighter 
than number 5. I personally prefer about 
an ounce or maybe an ounce and an 
eighth of number 4s. I don’t like to use 
more shot than that because it doesn’t 
take more than that to get a clean kill 
and too much shot just tears things up 
unnecessarily. My favorite shotgun for 
hunting is an old 15-gauge I. Hollis & 
Sons English double. It’s doesn’t have 
any choke to it so the pattern only 
reaches out to about 25 yards, but that’s 
just about right for reaching up into the 
trees we’ve got around here.

Of course, I’ve also used my 24-gauge 
Northwest trade gun on squirrels, and 
a bored-out Bannerman conversion of 
a Springfield musket that’s about a 17 
gauge. They all work just fine – it just 
depends on what mood I’m in as to 
what I carry into the woods that partic-
ular day.
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Bevel Down: Once you’ve col-
lected your squirrels you’ll need to clean 
them. I generally like to open up a squir-
rel as soon as it’s dead so as to get the 
innards out and let the carcass start to 
cool down. I always like to save the livers 
because they make excellent catfish bait.

Once you’re back at the house you will 
need to skin them. Squirrels are noto-
riously hard to skin. The hide is stuck 
on pretty darned tight and it’s tough 
enough that it isn’t easy to tear either. 
I used to just make a cut through the 
hide around the middle and then get my 
fingers started under the hide so I could 
pull both ways from the middle. That 
way is fairly efficient, but if you want to 
save the hide you will want to just start 
working your fingers in under the hide 
from where you opened up the belly 
before and then just sort of work the 

whole thing off like taking off a jacket. 
That way you get a nice piece of hide 
about six by nine or ten inches that you 
can either bark tan or make rawhide 
out of. Squirrel leather and rawhide is 
very useful stuff because it’s so light and 
tough. But bark tanning leather is a 
whole article all by itself so we won’t get 
into it just now.

Bevel Up: Once you’ve got the 
squirrels cleaned, skinned, and washed 
off real good you can start cooking. 
Some folks like to stew them, either 
whole or in pieces, with vegetables. Or 
you can braise them in a skillet or a pres-
sure cooker until they are cooked tender 
and then take the meat off the bones 
and bake it into a pot pie.

Personally, I prefer to just fry them up 
like chicken in an iron skillet. I generally 

separate the front and hind quarters 
off of the back and ribs. There’s almost 
no meat on the back and ribs so I just 
throw that piece away. I suppose if you 
want to stew them up whole you can 
get a little bit of benefit off of the back, 
but I think that’s more trouble than it’s 
worth.

Here’s how I learned to cook squirrels:

Cut the squirrels into quarters. Brine 
them in salt water for a few hours if you 
have time. A quarter cup of salt in a 
couple of quarts of water works fine. You 
can skip this part if you’re real hungry. 

Mix up about a cup of flour (all pur-
pose, whole wheat, whatever you have) 
with a teaspoon or so each of salt and 
pepper. Depending on where you’re 
from you may also want to add some 
chili powder, cumin, garlic, onion pow-

 A couple of good options for hunting squirrels with a smoothbore.

November 2017   75



der, cayenne, or none of the above. I 
usually go with just the salt and pepper 
and maybe a little chili or cayenne to 
add some snap to it.

Dip the pieces in milk or half and half 
and then coat them real well in the flour 
mixture. Sometimes I break an egg into 
the milk and mix that up real well before 
drenching the meat.

Put the pieces into a hot iron skillet with 
about a quarter inch of oil in it. A little 
bacon grease added to the oil will make 
it richer. Put a lid on the skillet.

After about five minutes or so lift the lid 
and turn the pieces. Put the lid back on 
and cook for about another five minutes 
so that the other side gets browned and 
crispy like the first side.

Lift the lid again and pour in about a 
cup of warm water. Put the lid back on 
and turn the heat down. Let the meat 
simmer for about an hour. By that time 
the water should be just about gone.

Remove the meat and scrape up all the 
brown crispy stuff that’s stuck to the 
pan. Add a tablespoon or two of flour to 
that grease and cook it for a minute or 
two until the flour is browned and any 
lumps are gone. If there is a lot of grease 
you may need to put in a bit more flour. 
There should be enough flour to thick-
en up all of the grease. With the flour 
cooked in and lumps dissolved pour in a 
half cup or so of milk and stir it in until 
the whole thing thickens into gravy. Add 
more milk as you need to if you think 
the gravy is getting too thick.

You will want some mashed potatoes 
or turnips for the gravy. You can make 
that up while the meat is cooking. Cut 
the potatoes or turnips into pieces about 
the size of a walnut or a little bigger and 
boil them in water until they are tender 
enough to stick a fork into – that usually 
takes about 20 minutes. Drain off the 
water and mash them all up with a wire 
potato masher to make them as smooth 
or as lumpy as you like them. Then 
throw in two or three tablespoons of 
butter and a little splash of milk and stir 
that all in until the butter is melted.

You can save any leftover gravy to put on 
biscuits for breakfast the next morning. 
There is just about nothing better than 
biscuits and squirrel gravy for breakfast, 
I can tell you.

Bevel Down: Sure, all that makes 
for a good meal, but also a lot of work. 
If you want to keep it simple, my go-to 
is squirrel dumplings. I make ‘em in my 
little cabin – which has rather limited 
amenities, most notably no running 
water. With this recipe you only need 
one pan and that keeps cleanup easy.

Cut up your squirrel into quarters like 
he said – I don’t keep the ribs, but I do 
keep the back. Simmer in a fairly good 
sized sauce pan with just enough water 
to cover the pieces for about an hour 
and a half, or until the meat falls off the 
bones. Remove all of the bones and put 
the meat right back in the same water. 
Dump in a can of mixed vegetables and 
warm it all back up to a simmer. About 
now I add some Cajun seasoning and a 
little flour for thickening.

Next you take a tube of those cheap 
biscuits from the grocery store and lay 
them out in a single layer on top of the 
meat and vegetables. Put the lid on the 
pot and let it simmer for another 15 
minutes or so. The biscuits will rise up, 
cook through, and make nice dump-
lings.

Being cost conscious, I’ve calculated the 
entire cost of the meal thusly:

35 grains of powder: 9 cents
.32 caliber ball: 2 ½ cents
Patch: ½ cent
Spit for the patch: free
Store brand mixed vegetables: 79 
cents
Seasoning and flour for thickening: 
1 cent
Store bought yeast biscuits: 50 cents
Propane: 35 cents
Total $1.77 

If a person were to eat that every day 
an entire year it would add up to only 
$646! 
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City_____________________________________State_____Zip______________

E-mail___________________________________Phone_____________________

❒ Send a second gift membership for $30 ($40 for foreign)

Name_____________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________State_____Zip______________

E-mail___________________________________Phone_____________________

Give a NMLRA membership! Your gift will help preserve our heritage and 
provide a years’ worth of information and entertainment that any  
muzzleloader or outdoor enthusiast would love!

INCLUDE PAYMENT by check, money order, or charge card in US Funds

Charge to ❒ Visa ❒ M/C ❒ Discover ❒ American Express  
Card #______________________________________ 3 digit V-Code______ 
Exp________ Signature_________________________________________
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NMLRA 

Classif ied Ads
Accessories 
SHOOTER’S BOXES and Period-style Furnishings: lap desks, 
candle boxes, fur trade mirrors. Quality craftsmanship. Go to www.
northridgewoodworking.com.

SHARPSIGHT OPTIC AID: tired of fuzzy out of focus sights on 
your rifle or handgun. Check out www.Sharpsights.com to bring 
those sights and target back into focus. 

Archery 
PRIMITIVE LONGBOWS Lakota, Modoc, English, arrows, quivers, 
moccasins, Call/Write for catalog: MILLER’S LONGBOWS, 25 
Cordwood Road, Divide, Montana 59727.

Barrels 
TIP CURTIS FRONTIER SHOP COLERAIN SWAMPED BARRELS: 
31”, 38”, 42”, 44” - $205.00 & up. COLERAIN OCT TO ROUND: 36”, 
38”, 42”, 44”, 46” - $220 & up. All barrels available in .36 caliber to 
.62 caliber rifled or smoothbore. GREEN MOUNTAIN BARRELS: 36”, 
42” - .36 caliber to .58 caliber rifled or smoothbore – ¾”, 13/16”, 
7/8”, 15/16”, 1”, 1 1/8” - $195 & up. GREEN MOUNTAIN SWAMPED 
BARRELS: 38”, 42”, 44” - .32, .36, .40, .45, .50, .54 caliber - $205 & 
up. Percussion locks $100. Flintlocks $150.00 & up. CUSTOM GUN-
KITS - Pistol kits - $425 & up. Straight barrel rifle kits - $650 & up. 
Smoothbore rifle or fowler kits - $725 & up. Swamped barrel rifle 
kits - $725 & up. Over 130 patterns to choose from. P.O. Box 203, 
Cross Plains, TN 37049, (615) 654-4445, tipcurtis@bellsouth.net. 

THE GUN WORKS – Master distributor of Black Widow Bullets 
(proven to have very good knock-down power) and Bridger’s Best 
patching. Looking for dealers in general sales. www.thegunworks.
com, (541) 741-4118.

THE GUN WORKS is the master distributor of Oregon Barrel 
Company; making rifled and smooth bore barrels; 30 caliber to 2 
bore pistol, rifle and cartridge, up to 35” octagon, tapered octagon, 
round, tapered round and octagon to round. Call for quote (541) 
741-4118 or www.thegunworks.com. 

Blackpowder 
Coonie’s Black Powder, Box 2062, Hobbs, NM 88241; (575) 
393-6060 email cooniesblkpdr@aol.com Goex Black Powder- made 
in the USA. F-4Fg-Cannon- Cartridge-Cowboy-Express Powder- 
Olde Eynsford Powder Now Available- Pinnacle (B.P. substitute) and 
Swiss. 

BLACK POWDER FOR SALE. Pacific Northwest Master 

Distributor, Swiss, Schuetzen, and Goex brands in stock. BUFFALO 
ARMS COMPANY 208-263-6953, www.buffaloarmscom 

Books 

DIXON MUZZLELOADING SHOP—Home of the Gunmakers 
Fair, last full weekend of July. “The Art of Building The Pennsylvania 
Long Rifle,” $26.50 prepaid. Complete line of muzzleloading supplies, 
reloading equipment. 9952 Kunkels Mill Road, Kempton, PA 19529, 
(610) 756-6271.

Bullets/Patches 
ECOSLUG® ML-NRBP .50 Caliber Non-Lead Saboted 
Muzzleloading Projectile. Approved for use in California’s non-
lead hunting areas. Made in USA Patents 8,171,852 & 8,438,767. 
Patented bullet puller feature. For use in both modern in-lines and 
traditional fixed breech plug muzzleloaders with 1-28” to 1-48” 
twist barrels. For information and ordering see our website: www.
eco-slug.com. P-BAR CO. LLC (440) 238-6050.

Classes 

Engravers 
ENGRAVING, Guns, Locks, Etc. Full time, excellent turnaround, 
reasonable rates, call or write for estimate. SMITTY’S ENGRAVING, 
21420 Pioneer Circle, OK 73045, (405) 226-0251.  
www.smittys-engraving.us. 

Events
FEBRUARY 2ND & 3RD, 2018-21ST ANNUAL 18TH 
CENTURY MARKET FAIR, Pritchard Community Center, 
Elizabethtown, KY. Food available. Friday 12:00-6:00pm and 
Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm. $3.00 admission. Information call 
Danny Hill (270) 369-6129.

78 MuzzleBlasts

GUNSTOCKS PLUS 
Presents

A LOCK-BUILDING CLASS
L.C. RICE  -  MASTER CRAFTSMAN

TEACHING JAN 15-19, 2018
At GUNSTOCKS PLUS

6100 Stillwell-Beckett Road, OXFORD, OHIO 45056
Details: WWW.GUNSTOCKSPLUS.COM

513-524-8908

78 MuzzleBlasts



For Sale
FOR SALE: Full stock .62 cal. Flint lock rifle, barrel 42"x15/16" 
across flats. Figured maple wood, sliding patch box cover, 1:48" 
rifling pitch, 58" overall, perfect bore, no markings. (906) 842-3424 

BRASS BALL MOULDS. These fit standard handles. 200” to .600” 
- $35.00. .601” to .850” - $45.00. Plus postage. Larger moulds are 
available. Email inquiry to: jeff@ballmoulds.com.

SELLING: Furs, buckskins, rawhides, antlers, sinew, claws, teeth, 
beads, feathers, etc. Tens of thousands of items. Complete internet 
catalog www.hideandfur.com.

STRIPS: Fox tails from $2 $3 $5 to $15 each. Davy Crockett 
hats $5. Rabbit skins, rabbit feet, raccoon tails, all kinds of skins, 
and coyote skins $45. Free Pricelist. Tel: (718) 786-0203. Email: 
stripsinc1@aol.com. Website: stripsinc.tripod.com.

Gunmakers 
THE HAWKEN SHOP Manufacturers of the famous S. HAWKEN 
classic plains rifle. Supplying breeches, tangs, locks, triggers and 
iron furniture to the discriminating builder. Tomahawks, knives and 
accessories, all made in the USA. www.thehawkenshop.com.

MEDINA HAWKEN Build your own copy with our set parts. Email 
for details ontargets@aol.com.

STOCKING DEALER FOR KNIGHT RIFLES. Most models and 
accessories in stock. Alpen and Leupold Optics. Will setup and sight 
in your new muzzloader and ship it to you. MARK MILLER 574-773-
0023. 

Knives 
OLD DOMINION FORGE – Offering the finest in hand forged 
18th century knives, swords, axes and tomahawks, as well as 

a large selection of hand-cast pewter. Also, powder horns and 
accoutrements of the finest quality. KYLE WILLYARD www.
olddominionforge.com. 

Leather 
LEATHERUNLTD. Quality Wholesale Leather Distributor since 
1970 including oak, deerskin, garment, rawhide, oiled cowhide, furs, 
and more. Quality Leathergoods, Leather Tools, Black Powder Gear, 
all steel Clicker or Mallet Dies. Complete Internet Catalog at www. 
LeatherUnltd.com or call 800-993-2889 for quality leather and 
friendly service from a family owned and operated business.

Supplies 
MOUNTAIN TOP TRADING CO., since ’89. French Amber Flints, 
Blankets, bags, horns, knives, hawks, pewter jewelry, pins and 
buttons, tinware, time pieces, hand forged buckles and padlocks, 
camp gear, tents and tipis, clothing. NO CATALOG AVAILABLE.  
www.mountaintoptradingco.com, (509) 397-4447, (509) 397-3291 
Fax; MTTC, 413 S. Main, Colfax, WA 99111.

Video/DVD 
GUN-BUILDING DVD’S by James Turpin. Building series -#1 ,  
#11 (percussion) & pistols $29.95 ea. Colonial Arts series 1 through 
4 $24.95 ea. S&H $5.00 for one or $6.50 2 or more. For more info, 
please go to our website www.primitiveartsvideo.com. PRIMITIVE 
ARTS VIDEO, PO Box 13478, Overland Park, KS 66282-3478. 

Wanted
ANY ITEMS Made By Hershel House. 201-933-0256 Leave a 
Message, Will Call Back. 

All Classified Ads are 72 cents per word (minimum of 15 words). Extras: words in bold type - $5, border around ad - $10. Words are considered to be each 
word in a name; initials in a name; abbreviations; addresses (each set of numbers and/or abbreviations); full zip code; telephone numbers; listing of products 

and prices of products, each item and each price. Please specify heading (i.e., “For Sale,”). ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE.

Muzzle Blasts Advertising, P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021; phone (812) 667-5131.

To place your ad 
contact us a

(812) 667-5131
or  

lbrown@nmlra.org.
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On September 19th General Burgoyne attacked the Americans. 
Fierce fighting took place when the British attempted to outflank 
the American�s fortifications. A terrible struggle took place at what is 
known as Freeman’s Farm. The British were stopped and fortified their 
camp. They decided to wait for reinforcements from New York. The 
reinforcements never came, so on October 7, 1777, Burgoyne attacked 
the American fortifications once again with hopes of clearing a path 
down the Hudson River. British General Simon Frazier lead the re-
newed attack. One of the most famous rifle shots during the American 
Revolution was made that day. An American rifleman was credited 
for shooting General Frazier at a distance of almost 300 yards. Many 
legends and stories have sprung out of this event. It is agreed it was a 
rifleman who shot Frazier and it is agreed that riflemen where given or-
ders to shoot the commanding officer who was leading the attack. Tim 
Murphy who was a well-known rifleman was credited for a shot from 
up in a tree that mortally wounded General Frazier. There are many 
accounts of what happened that day, but what we do know is that 

General Frazier was shot, the attack was stopped, and Frazier died later 
of his wound from that day. The Americans would capture several key 
strong points along the British line forcing the British to retreat back to 
Saratoga. British General Burgoyne would surrender ten days later. 

Many people don’t know it unless you are from Pennsylvania, but the 
first official Thanksgiving celebrated by the United States was declared 
here in Pennsylvania, in the town of York. The fall of 1777 was a very 
bad time for the newly formed United States. The British captured 
Philadelphia, the capital at that time. The Second Continental Con-
gress which was meeting there had to flee. General George Washing-
ton’s rag-tag American Army would fall back to winter at Valley Forge. 

When Congress was chased out of Philadelphia in late September, they 
headed to the city of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Lancaster would be our 
nation’s capital for only one day, September 27th, 1777, before moving 
the capital to York, Pennsylvania. The advantage of York was that it was 
on the other side of the Susquehanna River from Philadelphia and the 
British Army. 

The Continental Congress met in the small York courthouse. Some of 
the members of that Congress would include John Hancock, Henry 
Laurens, John Adams, and Sam Adams. While in York, the Continen-

Don Palinkas’s daughter Andrea back to visit Whispering Pines 
Rendezvous.

Don’s walking stick and hat for which he was known was at the 
Rendezvous.
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tal Congress received word of General Gates victory at the Battle of 
Saratoga. This was a major turning point in the American Revolution. 
Congress was eager to celebrate the good news so on October 31, 
1777, a resolution was drafted for a day of National Thanksgiving. 
It would be passed Nov. 1, 1777, and the day that was selected was 
December 18, 1777. The resolution was to take time to thank God, 
to be thankful for the victory at Saratoga and our new country. It was 
nothing like the holiday of today, but it was the first National Thanks-
giving Day.

The Battle of Saratoga and the famous shot made by Tim Murphy is 
always recreated every year at the National Muzzle Loading Rifle As-
sociation’s 18th-Century Rifle Frolic and Marketfaire. This year it was 
held at the Altoona Rifle and Pistol Club in Pennsylvania on October 
6-8, 2017. The Tim Murphy and Lt. Ephriam McLean Brank matches 
were held on October 7, 2017, some 240 years after the actual events. 

The recreation of Tim Murphy’s famous shot consists of three shots 
fired at a large water tank from a standing rest at 280 yards. It is said 
that Tim Murphy shot at General Frazier three times before he hit him 
as the General advanced across the field. The winners of this match 
have traditionally needed three hits, plus shoot a very good tie breaker 
which is the closest single shot to an X at 25 yards. A standing rest is 
allowed because it is said Murphy shot resting his gun in a tree.

The other match recreates an event from the Battle of New Orleans. 
This match recreates the shots made by Lt. Ephriam McLean Brank of 
Greenville, Kentucky. He is said to have fired at British Staff Officers 
during the assault. He fired at 260 yards, 200 yards, 140 yards, and 
80 yards with all shots hitting their intended targets while standing 
and shooting offhand from the top of the American breastworks. This 
match is shot every year with more than one person hitting all of their 
shots. A tie breaker may be needed to break the tie. 

Both matches are shot with flintlock longrifles built in the style of the 
day. If you notice the target that was used for General Frazier, the hits 
are all around the belt line which is roughly where Frazier also got hit. 
The flintlock longrifle changed history during the American Revolu-
tion by proving there was a need for accurate fire from a rifled gun.

This Thanksgiving holiday give thanks for all the things that touched 
your life over the years. I can’t go without saying something about Don 
Palinkas. Every rifle club has the grey-beard who makes things happen, 
organizes the events, the matches, holds various offices, and just works 
tirelessly so people can enjoy the shooting sport. Take the time and 
thank those grey-beards; they won’t be around forever. Donnie has 
passed from this life into the next and in my area he left behind a leg-
acy to our sport that is bigger than life. His hat and walking stick will 
always be remembered and missed on the firing line.  

 The long-range targets at NMLRA Rifle Frolic. The farthest shot is 
General Frazier, then four targets for the Lt Ephriam Brank match 
each getting closer.

Left to right: Kurt Burket 
loading, Wes Griest scoring 

and Mike Wengert spotting.
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By James C. FulmerBeyond Friendship

Continued on page 80

November is a time when we as American’s tradition-
ally give thanks to God for our blessings for the previ-
ous year in the celebration of the Thanksgiving holiday. 
The Thanksgiving holiday celebrated in this country 
goes back to 1621 when the first pilgrims in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, gave thanks for surviving their long 
trip and being in this new land. Many other areas in 
colonial America celebrated a day of thanks any where 
from October until December. They would celebrate a 
successful harvest, to just making it another year; it was 
a true celebration of their blessings in this country.

There was no National Thanksgiving Holiday until 
several things happened. First the American Colonies 
declared their independence in 1776 and formed 
the United States of America. Then there had to be 
something for the new nation to be thankful for and to 
celebrate. 

Well, the American Revolution was hard fought and 
it looked bleak with no hope of succeeding against 

the mighty British army and navy. What was there to 
celebrate? Then it happened -- the Battle of Saratoga. 
The Battle was actually fought in two battles which 
were eighteen days apart. The first battle was fought 
September 19th, 1777, when the British led an invasion 
into upper New York by General John Burgoyne. 
The British army came straight down through New 
York State, captured Fort Ticonderoga, and moved on 
down the Hudson River. They were met by General 
Horatio Gates, General Benedict Arnold, and Colonel 
Daniel Morgan who commanded some of the finest 
riflemen in the country. The American army was about 
6,500 strong. Also the ground the Americans choose 
to fight on was at a place named Bemis Heights which 
overlooked the Hudson River. Here is where Colonel 
Thaddeus Kosciusko, a Polish engineer, directed the 
construction of a textbook field fortification for the 
Americans.

Donald Palinkas' horn.

Right: Notice the hits on General Frazier that were 
shot at 280 yds.

One small corner of the Whispering Pines Rendezvous.

82   MuzzleBlasts





NMLRA.org
FACEBOOK.COM/NMLRA
TWITTER.COM/NMLRABP

National Muzzle Loading
Rifle Association
P.O. Box 67, Friendship, IN 47021
Telephone (812) 667-5131

SPRING NATIONAL SHOOT
TOMAHAWK AND KNIFE MATCH RESULTS

Inside this Issue

Happy Thanksgiving!

“A Brazen Turkey”
It was the second day of season,

And all thru the woods
Not a turkey was stirring
Even though they should.

I sat in my blind, never moved a hair
Hoping a turkey soon would be there.

I sat and I called and called some more.
He came in gobbling to breed or kick ass,

I see right away he was up for the task,
He ran to the decoy, give him a left, 

And then a right, a mean peck to the head
One hell of a fight!

He circled around to go in for the kill.
That’s when I dropped the hammer,

And all went still.
As I look at the bird, who lay in defeat,

I’ll gladly take him home
For my family to eat.

By, Grant Brown
April 27, 2017


